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rok v bas been . « The evidence: 


_ © efftime—The light of truth—The: ſchool 

of virtue The depoſitory of events.” It is cal- 
_ culated for the purpoſes of ſhowing the princi- 
ples on which ſtates and empires have riſen” to 
power, and the errors by which they have fallen 


into decay, or been totally diſſolved: / and of 


pointing out the fatal effects of inteſtine diviſions 
and civil wars, whether ariſing from the ambi- 
tion, weakneſs, or inattention of princes; or from 
the mercenary diſpoſition, pride, and falſe policy 
of miniſters and ſtateſmen; or from "miſtaken 
ideas, and the abuſe, of government and liberty. 


It ſhould oblige all, who have performed any © 


diſtinguiſhed-part on the theatre of the world, 
to appear before us in their proper character; 
and to render an account of their actions at the 
tribunal of poſterity, as models which ought to 
be followed, or as r 1 


- avoided. | 33 Of be + 
i Coats beute uhu et gy 


of hiſtory ;- which doubtleſs ought to be a tie 
relation of real facts during the period it 
reſpects.” An effential > requiſite? in an hiſto- 
rian . of the truth; and as in 

| A 2 order 


| - 
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b IE F A 0 . 4 
_ order to perfection he bought to be ſupefior to 
erery remptation to diſguiſe it, ſome have ſuid) that 
ehe ſhould have neither country, nor partieu- 
lar religion. The compiler bf the preſent hiſ- 
tory cam aſſure the public, that he has pad a 
ſacred regard to truth, conſeious of his being 
anſwerable to a more awful tribunal than that of 
the public; and has labored to diveſt himſelf 
qa all undue attachment to every perſon; cn 
try, religious name or profeſnion: whenever the 
reader is melined to pronounce him partial, let 
bim recollect, that he alſo is ſubject to the hike 
human frailty. A regard to truth has often re- 
ſtirained hum from the uſe of ſtrong and florid ex- 
prefions,' that he might not impoſe upon the 
reader a pleaſing deluſion, and lead him into falſe 
| ep of. the events undertaken to be re- 
latet. Aeg mike Haitttun!! 
ee end l 
teſt between Great Britain and the United States 
of America, but includes all the other parts af 
the war which originated from that contoſt. 
An tha beginning of the: farit detter, the neater 
4s acquainted with. the reaſons that produced an 
' Suſfovical aocoumt'of the firſt ſettlers in the Thir- 
un Colonias, and of thrür ſucenſſors, dum io 
Ade chat of 1571. Fhe | infertion; of het fol 
rad tu the! cammencement gi hoſtihties, was 
8 Ls eee 
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The form of letters, inſtead of chapters,cos nx 
altagether imaginary, as the author, from his 
arrival in America in 177. maintained acarm- © 7 
pondence with gentlemen in London, Rotterdam 1 
and Pais, anſwering. in general to the paefived; = 
dates. rl 10 Elfte nn 63 Dis! Doron 
| He apprehended; that by kerping to ſuch form; 
and making the narrative: agree with the moment: 
to which it: related; and by inttodueing the vari- 
ous inſertions neceſſary for the authenticating of; 
facts, a preſent ideal exiſtence of paſt events q 
might be produced in the mind, fimilar-to-what 1 
is felt hen a well · executed hiſtorical painting is =_ 
_ exanaaned. The better to ſecurs;this point, lever 
ral parts:/arecyritten-in the preſent temſe.¶ If th 
author has: failed in the execution, it is hoped. 
that dhe: candid i reader will admit of the good 
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intention as an apology. _ * 8 * 
Ee bas kept, us far as he could, to a chranelo- 
gical order. This has neceſſarily interrupted the 
narratiye of particular parts ; which,” though a 
diſappointment to ſome, may prevent the tediouſ- | f 
53 felt by per- 4 


E Sing pri: — — 
ſabiſerpaent! facts: The author regte is 
not having -placed che year! at thef top fh 
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F R E 1 „ E. 
the" fide; Eater tan nbur appears 7! and alſo his | 
not having given every Eüfopean letter the im 
A federnde of being” written to him by 
correſpondent: He flatters himſelf, that horas 
in ſome meaſure compenfated for theſe and ether 
defects, by the general contents of every lettet in 

each volume prefixed to the ſame; by/a'copions = 
inder to the whole ut the end of the laſt / arid by 
a collection of maps and plans; about which nei- 
cher care, not expence, has been ſpared to ren- 
der them valuable... n oil 
Struck with the importance of the ſcenes that 
were opening upon the world, im the beginning 
of 1776, he formed an early deſign of compiling 
their hiſtory, which” he made known to the late 
commander in chief of the Ameriean Uſing and 
meeting with the deſired eneot from 
him, he applied himſelf to the proruring of the 
beſt' materials, whether oral, written; or printed. 
Oral comtnunications were minuted down. while 
freſu in the memory; the written were directed 
immediately to himſelf in many inſtances, in others 
only imparted: the productions of the European 
prefs could not be received with any regularity-or: 
certainty during the war, but were improvedoas; 
they could be obtained. 42215 hs me 10 
_ *uir is United States, in congreſs aſſembledy f- 
voretl: hn with an inſpection of ſuch of their re- 
cords u cd with" * ſubmũtted to the 
0 ; peruſal 


11421 


by the — generals Waſhington, Gates Greens, 
Lincoln and Otho. Williams, with a liberal exa- 
mmination/of their papers, both of rule: ang 
e Raise en 

Ile had the opportunity of acquainting him 
Aal wich the records of the firſt ſettlers in New 

England; and examined thoſe of the /Mafſachus 
ſett's- bay, from their formation as a company to 

the cloſe of he war, ˖ ane! in near thirty 
folio manuſcript volume. 


Doctor Ramſay's hiſtory of the war in Carolina, 


 wakneommunicated to bim while in-manuſcripts - 


and ilſberty was granted to make full uſe of it: 
thei preſent opportunity is embraced for acknow- 
beging che benefit received from it, and for ge- 
turning grateful thanks to the Doctor. The 
- Atnericans remarked, that Podſley's Aunypl Re. 
giſter coutained the beſt foreign printed, ſum ; 
maty account of their affairs: but it was; nos 
Poſſible for wuriters on this e. | 
publications have been of, ſervice to. the. eine 
piler of the preſent work, WhO has frequently 
quoted from them, without varying the lan- 
guage, except for method and conciſenels., He 
gatheted from every ſource of, intelligence in his 
power, while ax idee place of bis reſidence nean Bos 
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PREFACE. 


1786, has improved the atranage ring from | 
K * 4: * rw}: 
Tbe accounts here given e | 
ane ſo different in ſeveral reſpects from what have 

been the conceptions of many on each ſide the 
Atlantic, that it was neceſfary io inſ@ à parjety 
of letters, papers and anecdotes, to authenticate 


5 the narrative. The renn e .theſe, it is 

pPeeſumed, will obtain; ci ſuch parts as 

| eould not with propriety. Feen the kn 
troduction of fimilar proofs. ot 


o Firite a hiſtory; worthy the apprabation, | | 
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hf; and. (as far as bis poers e 


of the preſent age, and af ꝑgſberity:; AH to 
convince 1 that Thom. was bis cat bis 


fearch; and what his ſoul was engaged ing have ders 
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2 THE HISTORY OF THE 
other nations, were much changed and improved; and 
they were more than ever deſirous of proceeding further 
in che reformation, than 'was direded by the Jervice- 
book of king Edward, 

15. Upon the acceſſion of Elizabeth, the refugees returned 
to England, loaded with experience and learning, but in 
the utmoſt diſtreſs and poverty. Thoſe of the clergy, 
who could comply with the queen's eſtabliſhment, were 
quickly preferred. The reſt, after being admitted to 
preach awhile, were ſuſpended, and reduced to former 
indigence. Several were offered biſhoprics, but declined 
the tender, on account of the garments, ceremonies, &c. 
while the neceſſity of the times, and the flattering hope 
of obtaining hereafter an #vacndment in the conſtitution 
of PRES WILT e 
though with trembling. 

The qusen affected much pomp in religion; was fond 
of the old popiſh ceremonies, in which ſhe. had been 
educated; and thought her brother king Edward had 
gone too far in demoliſhing ornaments, 

| The clergy and laity, who ugh: ade greener excle- 

ſluaſtic purity, in vain ſtruggled hard for the aboliſh-. 

ment of popuſh ceremonies and habits; or, at leaſt, 
leaving the uſe of them, in divine ſervice, indifferent. 
They obtained noching but the honorable nick-name of 
PURTT ANS. The queen proved an inflexible bigot, 
and wauld be oheyed, or puniſh The parliament, in 
their firſt ſeſſion, had very injudicioufly paſſed the two 
acts of Supremacy and Uniformity, withour guarding 
them properly; and, by a clauſe in the latter, delivered 
5 22 n mY 
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folid learning and piety, of ſober lives, popular preachers; 
profeſſed enemies to popery and ſuperſtition, and of the 
ſame faith, in point of doctrine, with the conformiſts, 
were ſuſpended; deprived, impriſoned and ruined, for 
not complying with the uſe of thoſe garments and cere- 
monies, which their opponents acknowledged to be in- 
different in themſelves ; while the ſufferers adjudged ſuch 
compliance ſinful; from their having been abuſed to 
idolatry, and ſerving as marks and badges of chat reli 
rey RAT FENCE: 

All the puritans of theſe times were deſirous of i. 
maining in the church, might they be indulged as to the 
habits and a few ceremonies, though they were fas from 
being fatisfied with the hierarchy, and had other Ob- 
jections beſide thoſe for which" they had been deprived. 
Inſtead of indulgence, their grievances were multiplied; 
| and the penal laws were rigorouſly executed. However, 
the body of the conforming clergy” being extremely 
literate and ignorant, the deprived miniſters were em- 
ployed as curates or lecturers; and received, for their 
ſervices, a ſmall conſideration from the incumbent, to- 
er with the voluntary contribution of the pariſh. 


faithfulneſs, they gained the hearts of the common 
people, who were the more attached to them, the more 
cruelty was exerciſed upon them; and who Had the 
utmoſt averſion to the popiſh garments, as their hatred 
t popery increaſed. The preachers appealed to the 

ſeriptures. Their hearers ſearched them carefully; ob- 
rained more and clearer diſcoveries of the popiſh ſoper- 
ſtitions; grew in their abhotrence of them; venerated 


the divine inſtitutions ; and longed to have the worſhip 
of | of 


By their warm and affectionate preaching and eminent 
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8 el the church rendered more pure and primitive. The 
popularity of the deprived miniſters drew numbers from 
neighbouring pariſhes,  Paritaniſm ſpread: and gained 
ground by being perſecuted. Its growth was the greateſt 

grief to the queen and archbiſhop; Whitgift. But 
neither the ſupreme head of the church, nor the primate 
of all England, had policy or chriſtianity. enough to 
apply the proper remedy, in granting hberty of conſcience. 
Inſtead of that, new acts were paſſed, and greater ſeve- 
rities practiſed. Such inhuman proceedings, againſt 
proteſtants of good moral characters, did not paſs un- 
noticed. They were the ſubjects of converſation. ' The 
right of acting thus toward fellow - creatures, and its non- 
agreement with the mild and benevolent principles of 
3 were freely canvaſſed. The ſuprerne head 
and chief dignitaries of the Engl church being ſuch 
intolerable perſecutors, it became a queſtion, ©. Is ſhe 
ny longer e church, of Chl, _ Re oo 
true miniſters ? 
At length one Robert Brown, a 8 
and honorable family, and nearly related to Lord Trea- 
ſurer Cecil, a fiery zealot, travelled through the country, 
1586. a ſecond time, holding forth, wherever he went, againſt 
| biſhops, ecclefiaſtic courts, ordaining of miniſters; &c. and 
gathered a ſeparate congregation, The parties held, 
that the church of ENGLAND was not a true church; that 
her miniſtefs were not rightly ordained ; that her diſcipline 
was popiſb and anti-chriftian ; and that all her ordinances 
and ſacraments were invalid. Therefore they would not 
join with her members, in any part of public worſhip. 
They not only renounced communion with the church 
— 8 E's 14. | 0 a NN 
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of Exot And, but with al other reformed churches, 
except they were of their own model. | 

Theſe /eparatifts were called Brownifts, which was long 
afterward the common name for all that ſeparated /o/ally 


from the church of England, even when they diſowned' 
the rigid principles of Brown and his congregation. We 
muſt carefully diſtinguiſh the Brownjfts from the Puritans. 
Moſt of the latter were for keeping within the pale of 
che church, apprehending it to be a true church in its 
doctrines and ſacraments, though defective in diſcipline 
and corrupt in ceremonies. - They thought it unlawfal to 
ſeparate; ſubmitted to ſuſpenſions and deprivations ; 
when driven out of one dioceſe, took ſanctuary in 
another, being afraid of incurring che guilt of /cbi/av ;- 
and were the chief writers againſt the Brownifts. 


A moſt obnoxious act was paſſed, for puniſhing all who 
refuſed to come to church, and every one, who per- 
ſuaded others to oppoſe the queenꝰs authority in eccleſiaſtic 
cauſes, or was preſent at any conventicle or meeting. 
The puniſhment was impriſonment without bail, till 
the convicted agreed to conform and make a declaration 
of his conformity. © In cafe the offender did not ſign 
the declaration within three months, he was to ebjure © 
the realm, and go into perpetual baniſbment. If he de- 
parted not within the time limited, or returned after- 
ward without the queen's licenſe, he was 70 fiffer death 


winbout benefit of clergy. By this act, the caſe of non- 
conformiſts was worſe than that of felons at common 
law. The ſtatute was levelled againſt the laity, no leſs 
than the clergy. The moderate puritans evaded it, 
EA a Me day aa nearly ended, 

B 3 and 


A freſhi effort was made to cruſh the non-conformifs. 1 594. 
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and by receiving the ſacrament when adminiſtered with 
ſome latitude. The weight of it fell upon the Brownifs, 


whoſe ſentiments had gained ground, ſo that they were 
increaſed to near twenty. thouſand, beſide wives and 


children, according, to the opinion of Sir Halter Raleigh, 
given in the houſe of commons, when the bill was 4 
the ſecond time and debated *. 
Several were put to death, a denied, kN 
excited an odium againſt the biſhops and high com- 
miſſioners, who were uniyerſally known to have been at 
the bottom of the proceedings againſt them. It was 
reſolved therefore, to ſend the remainder of the un- 
priſoned into baniſhment, inſtead. of continuing to 
execute them. Others preferred a voluntary exile, rather 
than be expoſed to the mercileſs perſecutions that awaited 
them in their native country. Is it ſtrange, that theſe 
perſons, thus ſorced or frightened out of it, for claiming 
and exerciſing the common right of human nature, 
that of judging for themſelves in matters of religion, 
ſhould at length think, that their allegiance terminated 
with their departure; or, that thoſe who commiſerated 
them inclined to the ſame ſentiment? | 
The parliament, eſpeciallythe lower houſe, perceiving. 
how the queen, and many of the biſhops and eccleſiaſtics, 
_ abuſed their ſpiritual power; what miſchiefs they brought 
upon the church; and the miſeries to which honeſt men 
| were reduced for mere difference in religious ſentiments; 
attempted repeatedly to regulate matters, and to redreſs 
the hardſhips of the non-conformilts, but was ſtopt 
by her majeſty, in the moſt dictatorial manner, 
Tonnſhend's Historical Collections, p. 76. . 
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adds of ſovereignty, ſpake boldly and freely upon the 
biſhops. The queen added to her other faults, that of 
ſending them to the Tower. But, though ſhe could 
ve the parliament, impriſon its members, and protect 
her worte biſhops; ſhe could III - 
A Wunder eee ee 
Nottinghamſhire, Lincolnſbire and Yorkſhire, having fuf- 
| fered perſecution patiently for years, and ſearched the 
ſcriptures diligently, were at length fully of opinion, that . 
the ceramonizs of the Engliſb church were uwnlewfil; that 
the lordly power of her prelates was contrary to the 
freedom of the goſpel ; and that her offices, courts and 
canons had no warrant in the word of God ; but were 
popiſh. They determined therefore to ſhake off that 
yoke of bondage, viz. human impoſitions, brought 
into the church by popiſh policy and power, againſt the 
ſuperior law of Chriſt, the genius of his plain religion, 


people, to join themſe/ves by rovenant into a church fate ; 
and, agreeable to preſent or future knowledge, to walk in all 
the ways of Gad, * hilt, whgrever 
it coſts them 

be aſſembly, owing en e nee 168 
was obliged to form itſelf into two diſtin” religious 
ſocieties ; the one, with which is our concern, ſoon had 
for its paſtor the famous Mr. Jobs Robinſon, The church 
| kept together about a year; but being extremely haraſſed 
by perſecutors, concluded upon removing to Holland. 
The piousrefugees repaired to and ſettled at Amſterdam; 


* e INN e 
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but 
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and chriſtian liberty. They reſolved, Late OS 6s. 
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but after a while removed to Loden; where they were 
highly reſpected, and would have been allowed ſome pub- 
lic favor, had it not been for fea? of offending England. 
By hard and continued labor they obtained a living, | 
The Dutch employed them before others, ſor their 
honeſt and exemplary behaviour; and readily truſted 
them when in want of money. Matters, however, were 
not altogether to their mind; and ſome of the moſt 
1617. ſenſible began to think of another removal. It was 
imagined, that, if a better and eaſier place of living 
could be had, numbers would join them. The morals 
of the Duteh were too diſſolute; and they were afraid, 
they had an ardent, noble, and godly deſire, of laying 
a foundation | for ſpreading the religion of Jeſus over 
the remote regions of the earth; and of handing down 
to future ages, what they thought to be, the pure and 
unadulterated worſhip of the great Jenovan. They 


therefore directed their views to America. To thoſe - * 


who objected the length and danger of the voyage, 
the difficulties and calamities to which they. ſhould be. 
expoſed, the harbarities and treacheries of the Indians, 
and their inability to ſupport the expenſe—it was an- 
ſwered, « The difficulties are not invincible, and may 
be overcome by fortitude and patience ; the ends pro- 
poſed are good and honorable ; the calling lawful and 
urgent; the bleſſing of God may therefore be expected. 
We live but as exiles now, and are in a poor condition. 
The truce with the Spaniards.is haſtening to a cloſe, 
Nothing but preparations for war are going forward 
The Spaniards may be as cruel as the Savages ; and famine 
and peſtijence may be as ſore in Haland as in Amica... 
Ni | e N ** Aſter 
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- After ſerious and folemn application to God for di- 


en be by denden unter the 
general government of the Virginia Company; and 
ky, ain; Jon: Ms a ec | 


of ſtate, the king and biſhops refuſed to allow the re- 
fugees (though at the diſtance of . 3000 miles) liberty 
of conſcience under the royal ſeal. All they could ob- 
tain from his majeſty, was a promiſe that he would 
connive at, and not moleſt them, provided they carried 
themſelves peaceably; but he: would not tolerate them 
by his public authority. Upon this occafion it was 
wiſely obſerved, If his majeſty's-promiſe is no ſecu- 
rity,” a further confirmation will be of little value; though 
it has/a ſeal as broad as the houſe- floor, it will not 
when wanted, to recall or reverſe it; and we muſt reſt 
herein on God's Providence.” This reaſoning, and che 
hope of being placed beyond the reach of eccleſiaſtic 
courts, prevailed, They - reſolved to venture; and, 
rb attendance, mach cal end laboe; ener 
Patent. 1619. 
ben ed, char the minor part; of younger. and 
| ſtronger men, with Mr. Brewer, an elder of the church, 
ſhould go firſt, and that the paſtor, Mr. Rodin/on, ſhould 
ytnain behind with the majority, for a future favorable 
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of Holland were weary of their company; but the re- 
verſe was evident from the following occurrence, viz. 
the magiſtrates of the city, when reproving the Walloons 
in open court, ſaid, ** Theſe Engliſh bade lived now ter 
years among us," and yet we never bad any accuſation againſt 

any of them, whereas your quarrels are continual.” © 

1620. a deſtined for America, failed from DN 

17 Hoven for Southampvon; and there met a ſhip, having | 
fome Engliſh friends on board, who propoſed removing 
with them. Both veſſels proceeded to ſea; but returned 
twice into port, on account of defects in the one from Delſt, 
rhich was diſmiſſed. Part of the company returned to 

London, the remainder betook themſelves to the ſhip, 

and failed from Plymouth the 6th of September. After 

many delays, difficulties and dangers, they made Cape 
Cod at break of day on the gth of November, and 
entered the harbour on the 1oth. They offered up 
their devout and ardent acknowledgments to God for 
his protection, and had thoughts of landing; but re- 
marking, that they were out of the limits of their pa- 
tent, and in a fort reduced to a ſtate of nature; and 
| hearing ſome, who came from London, hint, there is 
a0 u authority over us ; they, while on board, formed 
themſelves into a Civil Body Politic under the crown 
of England, for the purpoſe of framing © juſt and equal 
aus, ordinances, acts, conſtitutions and offices,” to 

Which they promiſed © all due ſubmiſſion and obedi- 

| Nos, . This contra} was ſubſcribed by forty-one per- 

11. ſons, on Saturday the 1th of November. The whole 
company of ſettlers, men, women, children and fer- 

- vants, amounted to no. more than one hundred and one, 
YR) 8 * the 
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the exact eee eee beak nk 
bus another en. upon the paſſage. 
Enfeebled and ſickly, eee 


tance of 3000 miles, not only from. their native country, 


but the hoſpitable land where they lately reſided for years, 


by 


when unfeeling-perſecution drove them into a voluntary = 


daniſument. They have a long and dreary winter before 


them, and are upon the ſtrange coaſt of an uncultivated 
wilderneſs, without a' relation or friend to welcome their 
arrival, or an houſe to ſhelter them; without even a 
kind inhabitant to comfort them by tender acts of hu- 
manity, much leſs a civilized town or city, from 
which ſuccour may be obtained on an emergency. Thus 
circumſtanced, they are employed in making diſcoveries, 
till the ach of December, when they conclude upon 
ward name Mu- Phmauth, in grateful remembrance 
of the laſt town they left in their native country. 
The winter proved remarkably mild “ for the Ameri. 
their being expoſed- to the rigours of the ſeaſon ;- and 
what with the ſcurvy and other diſeaſes occaſioned by a 
tedious voyage, and the want af proper accommoda- 
tions while making it, they buried by the end of March: 


1621, forty-four of their little ſociety, of hom one and 161. 


twenty were ſubſcribers to the contract. The num 


ber of their: dead increaſed 6 fiſry by the beginning of 


November, when, to their great joy, wenn arrived 
e a din: 


e ae. Bd r | 
9 ＋ with 


* 
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with thirty-five ſettlers from London. It was years be- 
fore their plantation amounted to three hundred people: 
when nearly ſo, the Council eſtabliſſied at Plymouth, in 
dee en eee ruling, ordering 
"5x . by -whidzabeir lands-wererfaciwid aguiit 
All Engliſm claims. Be it noted, — Ones 
| rn FEI Yr ty ere 1 
— hd cpa 
brought with them opinions favorable to liberty. | 
2 ſpirit of inquiry; and induced the ſufferers and others 
. to canvaſs the equity of thoſe powers, which were ſo 
unproperly exerciſed. When the film of. prejudice was 
removed, it was eaſy to diſcern that tyranny, whether 
in church or ſtate, could not be vindicated by reaſon or 
revelation ; and that Heaven's permitting it, was no 
more a countenance to that, than any other wickedneſs. 
 Befide, the Plymouthians had lived for years among a 
ly people, who had been engaged in a bloody war, with a 
” * >ervel unrelenting tyrant, | whoſe ſovereignty they had 
| | renounced. The frequent - converſation that muſt have 
paſſed between the Dutch and Engliſh refugees, muſt 
have improved the attachment of the laſt to the cauſe 
of freedom. It might alſo have been hinted to them, 
that it began to be the ſentiment of ſome Engliſh nobles 
| and principal commoners, that in caſe of a removal ts 
| America, perſons, without any charter from the crown, 
=. were at liberty to- eſtabliſh what form of government 
ll they. pleaſed; and to ſet up a new ſtate, as fully to all 
intents and purpoſes, e ee, en, N ey 
E. ee eee 
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de wonder then;  clpecidlly/ confidering th general | 


by their contract before landing, formed themſelves 


into a proper Deniperacy ; and that it was entered in the 


Plymonth records of 1636, « Finding, that as free born 1636. 
ſubjefts-of the: flate: of Exoianp; we hither came with." 


all and forgular thi privileges belonging to ſucb ; in the fr 
Mace woe think good; that: it be eftablifhed for ana; that, 
iecording 15 the (rights ſuppoſed to be wanting] and due 
privileges of the ſubjefts  afore/aid, no impoſition, law or 


ordinance: be mad or impoſed upon” them at preſent or ts 


came ʒ but; fuch"as ſhall be made and impoſed by conſent,” ac 


cording 10 the' free liberties of free Yarn jubjetts of the fate = 


and kingdom of 'ExcLanpy and 10 otherwiſe.”' They 
meant to continue their allegiance to the crown; to re- 
tain their connection with the mother country; to adopt 
the general laws of England for the rule of government, 
wherein they ſuited ; and e 
particular acts in other inſtances. A 
Perſons; "devoted ro char abet and partular 
moutbians for-their religions eme: burk fiir end 
brief ſtatement of them, it is apprehended, will be thought 
the beſt defence that can be offered, by thoſe who can- 
didly examine the New Tefamem, and are properly im- 
preſſed with the words of our Saviour——My kingdom is 
not of this world. 04 B N 43 


the church of England, they were rigid Brownits. After 


learned: divines, he, being à gentleman of à Hberal 
N his 


When Mr. Robinſon and bis affociates ſegarared Front | 


bis removal to Holland, and there converſing with 
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his people; ſo that they who continued rigid Brownfs 
would hardly hold communion with them. Mr. Robin- 
en and his ſociety did not require of thoſe who joined 
5 a renunciation re- -u They 

874 —— Mlewed/rheir, oun members occaſional 

communion with them, in the word preached, and in 

the prayers conceived by the preacher before and after 

ſermon, but not in the ſacraments and diſcipline; and 

admitted their members, known to them to be pious, 

to occaſional communion with themſelves in the facra- 

ments. Still it is to be remarked, that they were not 

admitted, becauſe of their being members of ſuch 

churches, but on account of their known piety: their 

belonging to and continuing in ſuch churches, was not 

an argument for rejecting them; nor was it the argu- 

his converſation and writings, proved a principal in 

- ruining Browniſm ; and, in the opinion of ſome was the 

father, of others the reſtorer, of the independent or con- 

gregational-churches. Congregational is the term uſed in 

New England; the other is diſcarded, e were 

ply too great a ſeparation from ſiſter churenes. 

The Phymoutbians held, tur: Us made w/the 

> fole religious code of proteſtants; and chat every man 

had a right to judge for himſelf, and to try all doctrines 

by it, and to worſhip according to what he apprehended 

that directed. In doctrinal tenets they agreed with the 

articles of the church of England. The main dif- 
ference between them and other reſormed churches, 

was about hierarchy. They maintained, that no par- 


ticular church ought to conſiſt of more perſons than £ 
* could 
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ought, in appearance, to be a true believer in Chriſt 
and ſuect to his authority; that when there was a ſuit- 
able number of ſuch believers, who thought themſelves 
bound in conſcience to do it, they had a right to imbody 
into a church, by ſome certain contract or covenant; 
expreſſed or implied; and that, being imbodied, they 
were to chooſe all their officers, who, were paſtors or 
teaching elders, mere ruling elders meant to aſſiſt the 
former, and qualified to teach occaſionally, and deacons 
who. were to manage the temporalities of the church, to 
take care of the poor, and to oſficiate at the Lord's 


table by providing the bread and wine, laying the cloth, 


carrying the elements, &c. {The cuſtom of 

ruling elders has naw: ceaſed. ] The elders of both kinds 
were to fort the preſbytery of overſcers and rulers, 
They alſo held, that no churches or church officers had 


11 
a 


8 
s day, which they obſerved with 
firifinels Solemn faſtings and thankſgivings, as 
of Providence required; they had a pious 
. regard 
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A better ee eee 


« They were a plain, frugal, induſtrious, conſcientious 
and loving people; and, for the day in which they lived, 


and conſidering their education, poſſeſſed a good ſhare 
of politeneſs. The important light in which they 
viewed morality, led them, in many inſtances, to ſuch 
critical exactneſs, as would be deemed by the moderns 


ſubſtantial benefits. They have been ſtigmatized as 
enthuſiaſts; but nothing like enthuſiaſm 1s ta be met 


with in the records of any of their tranſastions, either 
civil or eecleſiaſtic. Their piety indeed was eminent 


and fervent, but it was alſo rational; and their religion 


was that of the Bible, eee een 


their conduct. ' tt 


The Plymouthians hevida lecend he te er: 
kifferers: to ſettle in America, with leſs difficulty and 


danger than chat they had experienced; the fame of 
their plantation ſpreading tlubugh the weſtern parts of 


England; and the government in church and ſtare grow- 


ing more and more oppreſſive; the territory of the 


1628. Maſſachuſett's-Bay. was purchaſed of the Phmonth-Council, 


and a company ſoon formed, ho conſulted on ſettling 
a plantation, to which non- conſorming puritam might. 


emigrate in order to enjoy their o] principles in full 
ſecurity. Their ſufferings had been moderated for a few 
years before Elizabeth's death. The queen was far advanced 
u life; the next heir to the crown was a preſlyteniun, 
who had ſubſcribed to the Scotch national covenant, and, 
e WEEN had pronounced, «© The 


Scotch 
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banab birke is the pureſt in the world, and the ſervier 


wants nothing of the maſs but the liſtings: he had in- 
terdeded for ſome. of che perſecuted miniſters; and the 
biſnops were cautious: of acting againſt a party, ſor 
whom King ume, had declared: but upon his aſcending 
the throne; the fears” of the high church-men and the 
hopes of the non conſormiſts were ſoon ended It was 
not long before the king became in the thirch à fu- 
tious perſecutor of dhe non-confortniſts, and in the ſtare 
a8 errant = deſpot as his cowardice would allow. In 
ſtigmatizing for Pikant, all who ſtood by the laws of 
the land and oppoſed his arbitrary government, though 
ſtrenuous: churchmen, he ſtrengthened the cauſe of the 
churth-puritans :- the former, called by way of diſtinction 


„ ne arr aro ee 


ze made way for their becomitig niuch worſe: King 
Charles unfortunately took for his boſom counſellor, in 
religious affairs, biſhop Laud, the moſt unqualified 
perſon for the purpoſe of any to be found in his three 
kingdoms : ee eee eee 


N v 


F the Maſs | 


ehuſetts Company therefore provided a ſafe retreat, in 
ſeaſon. They applied immediately to the improvement 
of their purchaſed territory; and ſent out: Capt. Jobn 
Endicott and others, with ſervants, to begin a plantation; 
who arrived at (what is now named) Salem. They ſoon 


ftate-puritans, joining the latter, both together became 
Still che times were not mended; e 


ther kk of Expland an evil ſaid maſs in Bg, that  .. 


Vor. 1. © 8 moted. Yo 


tu rann s ron er 


gere wsd, bey ſuccteded, and a charter of ee 
4. wah granted, making them a bady politic, by tlie name 
of The Governor: and Corpany-of: the Maſſachyfetss- 
Bay in New England, with ag. full powers as any other 
ectporation in the realm of Euglend. The grant and 
ſale of the  Plpmayth-Council "was confirmed. Till che 

\ annual election hy che company. could oommtnec, 
the govemor, deputyrgovetnor: und eighteen aſſiſtants 

were ſpecified. The, mode of D ing, and of ad- 

mitting freemen was preſcribed. + They were empowered 

to elect and vonſtitutt ſuch other officers, as might be 

thought requifite ſoſ the, managing of their affairs ani 

to make Jaws and ordinances, not gntrary to the lows 

and frarutes of the rralm, for the grades ſeid com- 
andthe "infuubicants thereof. They: were allowed x0 
tranſport perſons, whether ſubjects or ſtrangers; tap, 
merchandiſe, '&c. ; &9i- aro to the contrary waotwith/ianding 
Tuch was the diſpenſing power the king aſſumed. He 

alſo. exempred them from paying cuſtom ot ſubſidy for 

ſeven years: the govertior and company, their factors 

1 and affigns, were to pay neither that nor any taxes 1 
= | New England for: the fame ſpacr. All were freed from 
1 duties upon goods imported or exported for 21 years, 
except the old 5; per cent. cuſtom: upon imports' after 

fudjects going to and inhabiting the company's lands, 

5 together with their children, were to enjoy all the Hber- 
1 ties of free and natural ſubjects, within any of his do- 
= minions, the ſame as. though born in England. The 
| king could mean only, that, by removing to and reſiding 

in che . ſhould not n them - 

: . . . ſelves, 
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telves or children, the privileges of Engliſhmen, and be 


TY 


treated as foreigners ; and not, that they ſhould be go» - 


verned by laws and officers of their own making or 
chooſitig, perſonally or by repreſentation; for they were 


evidently diſtinguiſhed from the governor and cortipany | 


(of whom it appears to be ſuppoſed, that they were to 
remain in England) as cheſe were authorized to ad- 
miniſter the oaths of ſupremacy and allegiance to all 
and every perſon or perſons, who ſhould hereafter go to 


inhabit the lands and premiſes of the company. Beſide, 


charter does not once mention liberty of conſeience or 
toleration z though one f hiſtorian has inadvertently ad- 
vanced, that * free liberty of conſcience was likewiſe 
granted to all who ſhould ſettle in the Maſſacbmſetta- Bay, 


to worſhip Ged in their own way; and another , 


« the charter granted toleration 10 all chriſtians, except = 


papiſts.” The aſſertions apply only to the charter 
. welds edema mee 


2 ber Cher in Hank's link of be- r. 
_ + NM Hiſtory of the Puritans, 30. Vol. I. p. 543. | 
f Hutchinſon rn Os 


C2 The 
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oY The company; in the exerciſe of their chartered powers 
| w_  deterinined that a governor and council of twelve; re- 
ſiding on the plantation, ſhould have the ſole ordering of 
its affairs and government. They appointed Capt. End:- 
cott governor, and ſeven. gentlemen going from England 
to be.counſellors, and directed how the other five ſhould 
be elected, together with a deputy-governor and ſecretary, 
Meſſrs. Higginſan, Skelton, Bright,. John and Samue 
Browne were of the ſeven counſellors. notninated by the 
company. The three: firſt, being miniſters, had de- 
clared themſelves to be of one judgment, and. to be 
fully agreed in the manner how to exerciſe their mi: 
niſtry. The company's committee in their letter eo 
governor: Endicott, expreſſed good hopes on account of 
it; and at the ſame time recommended Meſirs. Jobn.and 
Samuel Browne as men whom they much reſpected, being 
Fully perſuaded of their ſincere affections to the good of 
the plantation . The miniſters and paſſengers coming 
to ſettle in it, were epiſcopally, inclined when they leſt 
England; though they could not conform to many ce- 
remonies and cuſtoms, nor ſubmit to, hat they judged, 
different corruptions, impoſed upon thrir conſciences by 
the king and prelates. They were alſo ſtrongly pre- 
zudiced againſt the ſeparatiſts, in which claſs the Phy- 
mouthians, were numbered. But long before they ar- 
rived, or even failed, a Dr. Fuller, a deacon of the 
Church at Plymouth, and well verſed in its diſcipline, 
having deen ſent for, n acount. of 8. fa; fcb 
Which broke out among the emigrants after their arrival 
at Salem, had, by his converſation with Capt. Endicdrr, 
raken off the il effect of common report, 00 brought 


bee hac. | 


. - him 
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eſpouſed by the Plymoutbians. The influence of the doc- 
tors intercourſe with the Salem ſertlers cannot be thought 
to have been confined'to the captain. When the buſineſs 
of organizing a church was brought forward after the 
arrival of the counſellors, the matter was frequently 
canvaſſed, and at length it was determined to'form it, 


vite the latter to be preſent, by their meſſengers, at the 


* 
N 


kim to think favorably of the outward form of worſhip | 


nearly upon the plan of the one at Plymouth; and to in- 


ſolemn ordination of the miniſters Meſſrs. Stelton and Avg, 


Higginſon. Notwithſtanding croſs winds the Plymouth 
meſſengers were time enough to give the right hand of 
| fellowſhip, by which ceremony the two churches pro- 
- feſſed mutual affeftion and communion. 

Probably, none of the newly arrived ſettlers had the 
leaſt idea of ſuch eccleſiaſtic proceedings, when they 
left England; but thought very differently. Some con- 
tinued to do ſo; for Mr. Bright, diſagreeing in judg- 


mit Went d vider iin removed 6s" nr 


before their ordination ; and Meſſrs. Jab and Samuel 
Browne, diſſatisfied with the proceedings of the ſociety, 
ſeparated with ſeveral who were like minded, and ſat up 
another, Governor Endicott, being of 'a hot temper 
and not poſſeſſed of the greateſt prudence, fammoned 
the brothers before him, as ringleaders of a faction; 
and apprehending that their converſation and conduct 
would occaſion diviſions, ſent them back to England, 


againſt their own inclination,” notwithſtanding their 
being counſellors, thinking _ —— 1 | 


orders. 
lala cms he Company in Ee 
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Joly Mr. Matthew Craddoct, the goyetnor, propoſed at the 
general court, that, for the advancement of the planta- 
tion, the encouragement of perſons of worth and quality 

to tranſplant themſelves and families, and other weighty 
reaſons, the government of the plantation ſhould be 
transferred to its inhabitants, and not be continued in 
ſubordination to the company at London, The matter 
was debated ; and it was agreed, that the perſons preſent 
ſhould ſeriouſly conſider the buſineſs againſt the next 
general court; it was alſo requeſted, that they would, 
25 eee that the 
affair might not be divulged. At a month's end they 
met, and conſented that the goverument and patent 
ſhould be ſettled in New England, if it could be done 
legally: They ſoon after received letters reſpecting the 
| difference between governor Endicott and Meſſts. Joby 

i and Samuel Browne ; and fearing that theſe two had in 

| their private letters defamed the plantation, they opened 

and read a number of them, and ordered that none from 

Mr. Samuel Browne ſhould be delivered; however, upon 

application from the brothers, they directed that they 
ſhould have a copy of the accuſation ſent againſt them 

. from Nem England, The company's letters upon this 

=3 bdiuſineſs, one to Meſſrs. Skelton and Higginſon, and another 

of to governor Endicett, intimated, that there had been in 

the parties addreſſed a degree of intemperance ; that di- 

rect or oblique aſperſions had been thrown out againft 

the ſtate; and that undigeſted counſels had been too 

h ſuddenly put into execution. They beſides expreſſed an 

apprehenſion, leſt, through an ill conſtruction, the ſame 

F might make the company obnoxious to any odveriacy *. 


| | -* Suffolk Records, | 


The 


1 
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The difference that happened in the plantation, the 
treatment of the Brownes, and the reports circulated by 
them, undoubtedly occaſioned much talk. Many 
would think it ſtrange, that, while the charter was totally 
ſilent upon the head of religion, and - ſeveral of the 


grantees and company, though ſtrongly oppoſed to the 


23 


tyrannies of the high churchmen, were real epiſcopa- 


lians, perſons of this profeſſion ſhould be debarred the 


right of worſhipping according to-their own judgment - 


conſcience, and be even expelled the plantation. 
Mr. Craddock. The advice of learned council was or- 
dered to be taken, and it was conſidered haw to execute 
Among the other weighty reaſons which ind 
them to remove, we muſt include the hope of getting 
beyond the reach of Laud and the high commiſſion 
court: for the Maſfachuſetts general caurt declared in 
165, “ That ſeeing juſt cauſe to fear the perſecution 
of che then biſhop and high commiſſion, for not con- 
forming to the ceremonies, they thought it their ſafeſt 
ERA © 
of their view, and þeyond their reach,” 


The company, at \general court, proceeded to a0a. 
new election of officers, who were to repair to and ſettle 


New England. They choſe for governor Jobn Min- 
— eſq; of Groton in Suffolk, a gentleman well known 
for his piety, liberality, wiſdom and gravity. The bu- 


finefs of "transferring the patent and corporation, and of 


The enterpriſe produced à general rumor, as its ex- 
magnitude, che number and principles of the 


3 C 4 perſons 


taleing over new ſettlers, was proſecuted with vigor. 


— as. A— 
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perſons engaging in it, opened upon the public. The 
intentions of the parties being ſuſpected, and jealouſies 
ariſing concerning them, governor Winthrop and other 
_ gentlemen, to remove prejudices, conciliate the minds 
of the diſaffected, and recommend themſelves and their 
expedition to the favorable regards of all ſerious chriſ- 
1630. tians of the epiſcopal perſuaſion, addreſſed their brethren 
PP7: in and of the church of England, and afterward failed 
ſtom Yarmouth in the iſle of Wight, for Americas The 
ſigners of the addreſs, pray in the moſt ſolemn manner to 
be conſidered as their brethren, and defire it to be noted, 
that the principals and body of their company eſteem it 
their honor to call the church of ExoLAND their dear 
mother. Thęy acknowledge, that ſuch hope and part 
| as they have obtained in the common ſalvation, they 
| have received in her boſam, and ſuck d from her breaſts. 
c They declare themſelves members of her body and 
1 | | that, while they haye breath, they ſhall ſincerely endea- 
L vour her welfare. They pronounce themſelves a church 
ann rere nn Their profeſſions are 
' June De r 
ia. number more than fifteen hundred perſons, from diffe- 
dent counties in England. | They applied themſelves 
| early to the forming of churches; but, the Rev. Mr. 
Cotton (who came from Boſton. in Lincolnſhire to take 
told them to adyile with the Plymouthians, and to do no- 
thing to offend, them, and a precedent exiſting, in the 
church at Salem, they diſmiſſed; all the peculiarities of 
epiſcopacy, and, preferred the —— 
0 # e Vol. I. p. 48 | 


4 2 
17 — 114 
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Au tRI CAN MNVOIVur rox. is 
peheral; "However, they had no ſenled plan of churek 
diſeipline, till after che arrival of Mr. Carton; who was 1633. 
copfideted" as x kind of oracle in both civil and-facred = 


and my people, were they in a place 

have liberty and live comfortably, would do as we do. 
a couple of anecdotes, of an earlier date than Mr. 
Conon's arrival, which may amuſe yo. July 3 
7631, Mr. Ludlow in digging the foundation of | his 
houſe at Dorcheſter, found two pieces of French money; 
one was coined 1596. They were in ſeveral places, 
above à foot within the firm ground.“ * June 13. 
1632, At Watertown" there was, in the view of divers 
witneſſes, a great combat between a mouſe and a ſnake ; 

and after a long fight, the mouſe prevailed and killed - 
the ſnake. The miniſter of Boſton,” Mir, Wilſon, a verx 
ſincere holy man, gives this interpretation The ſnake 

is the devil, the mouſe is a poor contemptible people 
ſatan here; and diſpoſſeſs him of his kingdom. Ar 

che ſame time he told the governor, that before he re- 
ſolved to come into the country, he dreamed that he 

was here, and ſaw a church ariſe out of the earth, which 
gew up and became a marvellous goodly church. He 
might chink his dream divine; but it is eafily accounted 
for as a common event, ariſing: with the church · build · 
eee. N 


ing 
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by a preponderating inclination. If, inſtead of interpret · 

ing the combat, he had only mentioned, that the event 
ſuggeſted to him ſuch thoughts, and ſuch an improve- 
ment, he would have evidenced more judgment and an 
equal degree of wiſdom in ſeizing the happy circumſtance, 
The colony increaſed apace, by frequent and numerous 
acceſſions. But it appears by private letters, that 
the departure of ſo many of the beſt, both miniſters 
behind of the Lord's intention in the work, and an ap- 
prehenſion of ſome evil days to come upon England ; 
yea, it began to be viewed by the council as a matter 
of ſtate, ſo that warrants were ſent to ſtay the ſhips, 
and to call in the patent; but, upon the petition of the 
ſhip-maſters, alleging how beneficial .the plantation 
was, they were releaſed : Mr. Craddock, however, had 
ſtrict charge to deliver in the patent, and wrote to the 
company to ſend it home upon receipt of his letter. 
7646 eee about it, and re- 
3 ſolved to anſwer Mr. Craddock, but not to return any 
anſwer or exeuſe to the council, for the preſent *,”* 
il came the king's prime miniſter in all affairs of both 

church and ſtate; and, on the death of i 

About, he was exalted to the ſre of Canterbury. Poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſuch powers, he, by his pliant tools, made 
 Gavock of | the church; baling and committing to priſon con- 


{cientious miniſters and laymen, who would not bend to 
his antiſcriptural impoſitions, ſo that the people were 
ſcattered? abroad, and paſſed over the Ailantio into the 


* Governor Winthrop's MS. Hiſtary. 
Arti i : | wilds 
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wilds of America. © The daily inroads of the court, on 
een er pr ne cM 
rex 1 3% 1 71 
n ended 
58 ceaſed, through a change of affairs in England, 1640 
there arrived in 298 veſſels about 21200 ſettlers (men, 
women and' children) or 4000 families, but they did nor 
all confine themſelves to the Maſſachuſetts, ' Notwith- 
ſtanding the numbers that repaired thither, when Joſſelyn 
viſited Boſton, in 1638, * he found it rather a village 
than a town, there being not above 20 or 30 houſes.” 
Theſe ſettlers were no lefs ſtrenuous for their own par- 
When the governor and company removed from Lan- 
don to the Maſſachuſetts, they renounced the appearance 
of a corporation, and aſſumed the form of a common- 
wealth, varying, as it ſuited them, from the directions 
of the charter. The change of place and circumſtances 
prevented their keeping to it in certain inſtances, though 
not in others; but they could eafily ſatisfy them- 
ſelves as to any violations ; for “ they apprehended 
themſelves ſubje&: to no other laws or rules of govern- 
ment, than what aroſe from natural reaſon and the prin- 
ciples of equity, except any poſitive rules from the 
word of God *.” - Perſons of / influence among them 
held, that birth was no neceſſary cauſe of ſubjeRion ; 
for that the ſubject of any prince or ſtate, had a natural 
right to remove to any other ſtate or quarter of the 
world, when deprived of liberty of © conſcience; and 
that upon ſuch removal his ſulyeCtion. ceaſed, They 
called their own a voluntary civil ſubjection, es, 
* Hutchinſqn's Lettet af December 3, 1562. 
8 


acconſiſtencies to which human nature is ſubject, in thoſe 
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acknowledged themſelves bound; ſo that they could 
not be ſubject to or ſeek protection from any other 
prince, neither could make laws repugnant to thoſe of 

England, &c. but, on the other hand, they maintained; 
that they were to be governed by laws made by them- 
ſelves, and by officers of their own electing. They 
meant to be independent of Engliſh parliaments; and 
therefore, when their intimate friends were become 
leading members in the houſe of commons, and they 
were adviſed, on account” of the great liberty to which 
king Charles left the parliament, to ſend over ſome to 
ſolicit-for them, and had hopes given that they might 
obtain much, the gbvernor and aſſiſtants, after meeting 
in council upon the occaſion, © declined'the/ motion, 
for this "conſideration, that, if they ſhould put them- 
ſelves under the protection of the parliament, they muſt 
then be ſubject to all ſuch laws as they ſhould make, 
or at leaſt ſuch as they might impoſe upon them, in 
which courſe (though they ſhould intend their good, 
yet) 1t-might prove very prejudicial to them f.“ ph 
Whatever approbation ſuch: ſentiments may meet 
with from the friends of liberty, theſe muſt regret the 


very perſons whoſe experience ſhould” have taught them, 
to do unto others,” as they would that others ſhould have 
done unto them, when they themſelves were ſuffering 
pA HI tp Sunn e, e- e ond wu 
* Hutchinſon's Hiſtory, Vol. 1. p. 251, and 25 2. , | ua * 
+ Extra@t' from Governor Ib MS, Hf," me by 
Goo, T Cn nh 
DI | what 
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chat is man] So early as the ſecond general court after 1631. 
the arrival of the governor and company, inſtead of P 


reſolving to admit all the ſuitable and deſerving, to a 
pernicious and diſingenuous order, For time to come 


no man"ſhall; be admitted to the freedom of this body 
politic, but ſuch as are members of ſome of the churches, 


within the limits of the ſame . They ſoon aſter con- 
cluded, that none but ſuch ſhould ſhrare in the admi- 

nitration of civil goverument, or have a voice'in any 
election. Thus a powerſul and miſchie vous alliance was 


formed between the churches and the ſtate. The. 


aſcendency of the clergy was ſecured and much increaſed; 
for no one could be propoſed. to the church for a mem= 
ber, unleſt the miniſter allowed it. The miniſters were 
conſulted by the general oourt, in all matters of great 
moment; and nothing was determined in ſuch caſes; 
without a formal reference to them; who, of courſe, 
uſed their influence with the people, to procure an ap- 
probation of 3 which * themſelves 1 
adviſed te 1) | n 21791 N vl TSP. , bert. 3 


/> Jnſtead of the Se n amis, perſonally in ho 169 
generat court, they forthe firſt time ſept deputies tothe " 


number of twenty-four{! This was a variation from the 
charter, which gave no power to eee ee 


Theſe with the governor, deputy governor,” and aſſiſt. 
ants, formed the legiſlature of the colony, met and voted = 
together in ane apartment till March 1644 when it was 


1 c e eee e e 


ede Records, vel l ny ae nue. 
Vol. I. p. 424+ 99 g Wa (25105 
| - 95 
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chufch members, they might ſuppoſe they repreſented 
the churches, no left than the colony. They would 
1636. apptovtr of no churches, aſter a. certain period, unleſs 
8. they had the approbation of the magiſtrizes and elders | 
of moſt of the chürches within the colohy i nor would 
admit to freedom any of their members. They preſſed 
colonial uniſorrrity in region, till they became perſe · 
eutors . Whatever apalogy may be made for the treat · 
colony cannot be cleared from the charge of perſe- 
which at that period wan, more or leſs, the ſtain of moſt 
x _ religious parties. It was not peculiar: to the Maſſa- 
? chuſetts people to think-themiſelves-bound in conſcience, 
| to uſe tlie ford of the civil magiſtrate to convince; or 
cut off heretics, that ſo they might not infect the church, 
e the public: peace f Tue true gtourids of 
 hberty of Gonſticace; were not chen known. or;embraced 
by many ſects of chriſtians. But remember that: the 
Maſſuehuſetts: Bay now ſurpaſſes the mother country, 
in its regard for the ſacted and. civil rights of mankind, 
It not oniy enempts thoſe of other denominations from 
paying to the ſupport of its. own colonial eſtabliſnments, 
the ce garional churches; and has been great num- 
ber of years in this laudable practice: but it it Protects all 


OOO eee 8 
Century Sermon. 
I | | proteſtants 
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proceſtnts without reqquiting any qualifying ſubſcriptions 


dr::6eſts;: nbd encludes none by gs EY 


enerdiſt i civil power. bon Yogi ) 
eee 
naagiſtrates and general court often judged and puniſh» 
ed, mn a ſummmary way, without a jury, according to 
diſchetion; as occaſions occurred. It was four years 
before it was enacted or ordered, that no trial ſhould 


paſs! upon any for life or baniſhment, but by a jury of 


freemen: and within three years after, tha law. was 1637 


violated even by the general court. They exerciſed, 
white-fitting, legiſlative, judicial, and executive powers 
c practice which muſt ever be dangerous to the rights 
of a people, n 
e 

„ n e eee ee 
W were faſpicious that the general court affected 
arbitrary government: and carneſtly expected a body of 
laws to direct and protect them in all their juſt rights 
and privileges *. It was the mote. neceſſary to comply 


with the prevailing expectation, for the-bulineſs had been 


long in- agitation : not only ſo, but a great majority of 


the inhabitants were not freemen, not being members of 


the congregational churches, or dechning: to take up 
their freedom, in order to ſecure an exemption. from 


ſerving in civil offices. It ws not, till 1648 chat the 164%, | 


body of laws was digeſted and printed. 


eee DT Be Mas 9 


inveteracy of the Engliſh adminiſtration. on the other; 
would certainly have Produced a revocation of the 
charter, and probably the ruin of the plantation, had 
* Maſſchuſetty Records for the gth of November, 1646, Vol. L. 
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att It became 
a favorite, upon the change that ſollowed them 3 and, 
while Oliver Cromwell ruled, met witk the umuſt in- 
dulgence. From 1640 to 1660, it approached! very 
ncar to an independent commonwealth . The hquſe 
of commons, in à memorable reſolve of then oth of 
March, 1642, paſſed in favor of it, gives Mm 
uud the title of Lingdum f. The commiſſioners for New 
Deen, ſcht over by king Charter II. aſſert in their 
$7701 narrative , that the colony ſolicited Gromwel/ to he de- 
caled a fres tate, which is'nothunlikely! 1212 Dol 
At has been already mentioned, that all the perſons 
over to the Maſaebujerts- did er 
to that colony. Powolle nadw a D bh 1407 8 0 
1635. Several families removed to n by 
mutual agreement wich their fellow emnigrants that re- 
mained behind. Plantatiens were formed at Hartford, 
2 and Weather gfeld. The inhabitants heing ſoon 
after fully. ſatisfied chat they were out of the Maſſa 

chuſetes Hrrits, and of courſe juriſdiction, entered into 
1639. a combination among thermſelvts j became a hody poli- 
tic; withour:reftraining the frerdom ot their civil go- 
vernment to the memberſhip: of their churches; and 
proceeded to the choice of magiſtrates: and repre- 
ſentatives. By the articles of government, it was de- 
termined that there ſhould be annually two! general 
courts ; and that no perſon ſhould be choſen; governor 
more than once in two years. But it muſt be obſerved, 
that the ſame year, in which the families removed from 
dme Maſſachuſerts, Lords Say;and'-Brogkey with other 
''* Hutchinſon Hiſtory,” Vol. II. p. 2 1 J. 3 vol. L. 

P-, 4 Hutchinſon's Collection, p. 4%/%h9 
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gentlemen, having obtained a grant, John Winthrop, 
eſq ; was appointed governor, took. poſſeſſion of Con- 
neRticut river, and began to erect a fort (which he called 
Say - Brocke) to ſecure the mouth of it. He was ſup- 
plied with men, proviſions and all things, neceſſary, by. 
a veſſel from England, ſent by the grantees, which ar- 
rived the latter end of November. Some of the grantees. 


had in contemplation tranſporting eee 


and effects, to. the territory they had obtained; but 


3s 
" - 
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che deſign, of emigrating wung laid afide, when matters 5 


began to take a new turn in their native country and. 


at length che agent, Mr.  Farwick, was authorized to 


diſpoſe of their lands, which were purchaſed, in 1644, 
by the people who had removed from the Maſſachuſſetts. 


Two. large ſhips arrived at the -Maſſachn/etts-Bay 1637. 


with paſſengers from Landon. Great pains were taken 
to prevail upon them to remain in the colony: but they 
hoped by removing to a conſiderable diſtance, to be. 
out of the reach of a general governor, with whom the. 
country was then threatened. They ſent to their friends 
in ConneFicut. to. purchaſe of the natives the lands lying 


between them and Hudſon's river. They laid the founda-: 


tion, of a flouriſhing colony, of which New Haven was 


the capital. They, as Connecticut, formed a govern- 
ment, much like the Maſſachuſetts, by à voluntary. 


thority whatſoever, from the crown. or other powers in 


military, or to have a voice in any election, except he, 


was, a member of one of the churches in New England. 
They had no jury, either in civil or criminal caſes. 


Vor. IJ. D * 


1 * : 


1 Int us rev or tHe” 
Cunnebkicut and New Haven continued two diſtiut co- 
lonies for many years. At length the general court of 
. ee e eee 
| to Charles II. profefiing their ſubjection and loya 
£5) his niajelty, and Geng w hare and 
Spe m to Aged die Wate wick de ling) - Prey 
a0 ceded and à royal charter was obtained; conſtituting the 
two colonies for ever one body corpordte and politic. 
New Haven took the afftir ill; and for ſotme time de- 
chned tlie unidn. Bur difficulties were atrũcably ſertled 
1665. at laſt, anch the eblonles united by agreement. 9 
1 The royal charter Eſtabliſhed à pure democracy. 
| Every power, as well deliberative as active, was thveſted 
| in the freernen of the corporation ot their delegates, 
| and the” colohy was under no obligation to communicate 
the acts of their local legiflature to the Ring. It was 
the fime a8 to the royal charter, primed the gert year 
to Rhode Nun and Providence Plantations *. 9 4 
1685. In July various articles of high miſdemeanor were 
exhibited againſt the goverhor and company of Con- 
nectiett; and orders were given to iffue a writ of quo 
 warrauto forthwith againſt the colony. The next yer 
two Wilts were ſetved by Mt. Randepb ; and üfter them 
4 thitd in December. This is taken notice of by the 
govertior and company in chelr letter of Jan. 26; 
1696-7, wherein they mention their readlineſs to ſubmit 
dd his majeſty's royal commands; and that, . if it be to 
cConjoin them with the other colonies and provinces under 
Sir Edmwid Andres, it would be mote pleafing than to 


| * Chulnen's renden har. 2 


on 


and. 


be 
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be joined- wich any öther province.” Such profeſſed. 
ſubmiſſion probably prevented the gb warrgn'o's being: 


td accept the ſurrender of the charter ad th ſubniflion 


of the colony. Sir Edmund went to Hariſend in Octo- 
bet; but when at night he expected ade chan would, 


Mi Dian the charter withdrawn: e he afhliy 


carried off and ſeereted by une of the companys . whoſe: 
general aſſembly with five ſhillings, agretable. to: the 
plain ſimple manners. of dhe people He however ppb - 
liheck in the general court his orders, and commiſibns 
which every one tacitly obeyed, He diſſolved cha for- 


mer goveriment, and aſſumed rhe adminiſtration; 18+ 
ceiving int his legiſlative council che late governor ]! 
ſererary, for ie bettet Farrying on che bylineſs of hs 


colony. The ſubſequent. revolution in England brought 


matters back, aſter a while, to their former courſe z ds. 


the legal validity of the charter was-adrunrede _- |» 
The peopling of theſe three laſt colonies was owing 
chieſiy to Me Puritan Mimifiers, ho, being ſilensed at, 
home, repaired to New England, that they might enjay 
liberty of conſcience; and drew after them vaſt nun- 
bers Jof--theitt friends and favarers. © They amounted! 


to ſerentyeſeven before 16413 an though A wert nom 
perſbus of che greatoſt learning and abilities, they had a2 


better ſhare of cach than maſt of their neighbouring clergy 


at that period and were mes of eminent ſobriety and vir -· 
tut, plain, ſerious; 2ffttionatepreachers,exattlycouforn;+ 
able to the doctrines of the church of Erpiend; and la- 

bored * to „ reformatian af mers in 
; Lite N — their 


ver wue-v. cron and were at che charge of 
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their ſeveral pariſhes; Many planters, who accom- | 
panied or followed them, were gentlemen of conſidera- 
ble fortunes and of no mean education, who ſpent their 


of theinſelves to bear the expenſe ®. The body of hity 


and Ulergy, eslectdehy conndeed, forniſhes ack a 


glorious conſtellation of characters, as would employ 


che pen of a firſt-rate writer to do them juſtice ; norwith— 
ſtanding what has been eee eee 


mental miſtalces. 1 e - 


1643- 


dope. 60 look upon” Phniouth, | Maſſathiifetts, Conmefitur and 


= 
— 8 


1635. 


E Ub which the Ned Digilandeolanich were 
early expoſed, induced chem to tlink of confederating 
for their mutual faſety. Articles were draum up in 
16383 but they were not finiſhed" and ratified till the 
ſeventh of September 1643 from which time ve are 


New Hover "as one body, in regard to all public tran 


actions with their neighbours, though the private affairs 


of cach „ eee e eee ee 
e r 


Daſs we on ide Kune ofthe oder New bu 


a or Yay Way Wer tun 


Mr. Roger: Bikes,, ohe flicoreded Mi Ashes, wpon 
his deceaſe, as paſtor of the church at Salem, being 
banifhed from the Maſſachuſetts, repaired with twelve 


bp Ane ionized Amity) and dea it 
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Providence * from a ſenſe of God's mereiful; Providence 
t him in his diſtreſs.¶ The authority and power ot 
Miantonomy, another Sachem, and his uncle Canonicus, 


awed all che Indians round to aſſiſt him and his few af. _.. 
ſociates. When the determinations of the Maſſachuſetts 


general court (occaſioned, by what They called antipo- ,. .. 
mian diſputes) baniſhed many and induced others tg 
leave the colony, the heads of the party were entertained _ 

in a friendly manner by Mr. #/illiems ; ee 
then: to ſeck a ſettlement on Rhode MAand, and was very 
inſtrumental in procuring it of the Indian Sachems. 

They, to the number of cightcen, incorporated chem - 
ſelves, and began. ſettling the iſland. The cla. 
there and at Providence increaſed, apace, owing ta- the 
| Hberal. ſentiments of the firſt ſettlers: and in 1643 Mr. 
' Williams went to England as agent, and -obtaingd a r644. 
' free and abſolute charter of incorpomtion of Providence Mat = 
and Rhode [land Plantations, empowering them to rule 
themſelves, by that form they might voluntarily agree 
upon. They agreed upon a democratic. Mr. Williams 
juſtly, claims the honor of having been the firſt ler 

giſlator in the world, in its latter ages, who effec 
tually provided for, and eſtablibed, a, free, full, and 
abſolute liberty of conſcience. This was the chief cauſe 
that united the inhabitants of Rhode [lard and thoſe of 
Providence, and made them one people, apd one colony, 


Tube foundation principle on which, this colony was firit = 


ſettled, was, that © every max tube ſubmits peaceably to r 
ciui ! authority, may peaceably worſhip Cod according to the 
diftates of bis own conſcience without maleftation.” When 
dhe. colony. was. applied to in 1656, by che four United __ 


** 
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b 'guakers, and prevent their pernicious doc- 
trines being propagated in the country;” che aſſembly 
returned for anfwer „ We hall ſtricth/ adhere to 
nme 
bertel. 
2663. "King Charly II. granted an ample charter, whereby 
8 the colony vas made a body corporate and politic, by 
| | the name of "the Gavernor and Company of he" Engliſh 
Foley of Rhede and and Provitience Plantations in New 
- Eryland in America. F 
ance to the king, VOOR Pye" Cr0"0f"I008" 
gtative or execntive powers, 1 
| 1685. A wnt of uo be org zieh the oo 
jony, vchich Was brought June 26, 1686, The aſſembiy 
determined not to ſtand Tait, Aſter che revolution, 
chey were allowed by government to reſume their char- 
ter, no judgnient having been given againſt it. 3 95 
New 'Hampſvire and the Main were ſettled abont che 
fame time with the Maſacbyetts, by different proprietors 
who had obtained parents ; and whoſe views were to en- 
rich themſelves, by the fiſhing trade at ſea, and the 
beaver” wade aſhore. Religion had "little coneern in 
the ſertkements: but it had forme in the plantation of 
Exrter, on the river Paſcataqus' which was began by 
Mr. I bickevight (a minifter banned from the Mafia. 
ewfetts, on ; we, of the antinormian diſſenſions with 
which the tolony was cbnvufſed,) and by a number of 
Is adherems, They formed themſelves ints a body 
polls. Three ocher Giftinet governments were all 
Radliſhed on the brarches of the far river. Their 


vernments, being together voluneary, had no ſecu- 
x to thei continonnce and the ſeveral ſettlers were 


' by too 


AMERICAN, FEE OLUTILON. 


kderate among them. reared, with the Maſſachwſerts, 
about taking them under its protection; which fully 
ſuited the wiſhes of chat colony, as it afforded. the heads 


of it the opportunity of realizing the conſtruction they 
had put upon 4 clauſe of their charter, by which they 
extended their line, ſo as to comprehend both New | 
Hamſdire and the Main. The buſineſs terminated in 
the incorportion of the two colonies, on condition that 
[the inhabitants of each ſhould enjoy equal privileges. 
They continued long united, and were of one heart and 
mind in civil and religious. affairs. When ſeparated 
by the king's commiſſion for che gaverpmens of New 
Hampſhire, che pew allembly at their firſt meeting, in. a 


fachuſetts, to be communicated to the general court, 
expreſſed their full ſatisfactian in the paſt connection; a 
ſenſe of the care that had been exerciſed gyer 
them ; aps of their having been well governed; and an 
unſeigned defire, that.» mutual carre{ponglayge. berneen 
them might be ſettled . 
*r 
into a te of confulion. The Maſſachuſetts took that 
opportunity, far encouraging the diſpoſition which, pre- 
Vailed in many gf the inhabitants to ſubmit to their ju- 
riſdiction; and, to farwarg their , compliance, granted 


own; for they were all freemen upon taking the gath, 
| mhexeas auery where ele no one cguld he mage free; 
e ate nee 


lener of March 25, 1680, to the governgr of the Maſ- 1680, 


the people larger privileges. chan were <gjayed, by cher. 


2 


995 ra nISTORY OT THE” 


made a county, by the nn | 
ſent repreſentatives to the — — Though 
the major part of the inhabitants were brought to con- 

ſent to this regulation, great oppoſition was made by 
ſome principal perſons, Ah ſeverely reproached the 
Maſſachuſetts, for uſing forte in order to reduce the 
province: but the people experienced the benefit of 
it, and were contented. They continued in union 
ee eee eee eee -es 
| You have Reef hf ebene en Mo 
' Englaid. ' It would have been far more conciſe, had it 
not been neceſſary, to re 

committed, by thoſe who publiſn on the ſubject; and 
to remove the reproaches caſt upon the bulk of the in- 


habitants, on account of their religious profeſſion. 


Whether there was any material difference between 
them and the other colonies, in regard to the opinion 
they entertained of their civil rights, you will be able 
to obſerve in the courſe of your reading. Their judg- 
ment in reſpect to the exerciſe of parliamentary powers 
over them, may be further known by what Raub 
wrote concerning the Maſſachuſetts, in his narrative and 
letters, after the reſtoration ; from whence if /eenis to 
have been a general opinion that ac of parliament bad o 
other force, onmoun arg Gren, comet, endl; tro 
general court to eftabliſh or confirm them. 


1616, Randolph declared, «No h ie in Groeor efidbtritbs, 


obſervation of the laws of England.” .No oath thall 


but ſuch as are made by the general court; and there- 


fore it is accounted a breach of their privileges, and 
betraying the liberties of the commonwealth to urge the 


- . : bg l 
* 


* 
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be' urged, or irequindd- tb be ul U Ay perth; b. 
ſuch"oath as the general court hach confillered; allowed,- - 
and required. There is no notice taken of the A.. 
of navigation, plantation, or any other Igws made th. 
England for the regulation of trade. = Aſt nations have 
free liberty to come into their ports, and vend chen 
commodities without any reſtraint; in this as well as 
in other things, that government would make the world . - 
believe they are a" free ſtate,” and do act in all matters 
_ accordingly.” —*t The magiſtrates have continually dif- - 
vbeyed his majeſty's command in his royal letters 'of.- _ 
1662, 64, 65, 66, and thoſe of March laſt ; ever reſervy- * 
ing to themſelves a power to alter, evade and diſant 
any lau or command not agreeing with their humor, 
ren e governtman, acknow. 
ledging no ſuperior.” —* He (the governor) freely de- 
clared to me, that the laws made by your majeſty and 
your parliament obligeth them in nothing, but what 
conſiſts with the intereſt of the colony ; re RE 
. en), BER Series 
The Meſhes grand coun, in lene the ny: 
agents, mentioned, that not being repreſented in parlia- 


ment, they looked not upon themſelves to be impeded 
in their trade by the acts of trade and navigation, and 


that theſe could not be'obſerved by bis majeſty's ſubjets 
in Maſſachuſetts without invading their liberties and pro- 
- perties, until the general court made proviſion therein 
Mans, "IRR ty WAI One: enen 


| Je Hatchinlon's Cllefion of paper; Faye es mene x 
| ſachuſetts, aſſembly in their anſwer io governor Hutchinſon jn;1 793 
quote the above paſſages in r 
. a ade, reac 
e #Þi3 06/441 52 8 
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a" lay, and A ſubſequent order Feb. 4.5, 3681, © that 
the. a& of navigation and the act far encouragement of 


dude, be publiſhed in Bolton by beat of drum, and all 


gauſes in ſaid ads relating to the. plantation be ſtrictiy 
obſeryed,” Randolph complained to the commiſſioners 
of che cuſtoms in England, becauſe of their not being 
guly obſerved, When. the people found — 
danger of a ſus warrgnyo, they agreed upon ſuch emen- 
ddations of their acts of trade, as to make them accord 
in all things with the laws of England. Bur it was too 
late, A quo warrants was ſent them, and brought by 


1683. Randolph, Nov. 3, 1683; and. the. next year a writ. of 
_ Nen. ſcire facias was ,proſeeuted in the court of chancery 


againſt the governor and company, and judgment given, 
that the charter ſhould be annjbilated. Confidering the 
temper of Charles II. it is rather matter of aſtoniſh- 
ment, that the ſentiments and conduct of the Maſſa- 
chuſetts government did nat provoke him to vacate the 
charter much ſooner. However  mortifying, yet it 
would have been more prudent, to have declined con- 
tending with the king, when they knew that they muſt 


de yanquiſhed, than virtually to bid him defiance. 


Such ſubmiſon might not have ſaved them from the 
arbitrary government that followed, but could have 
been of ao diſſervice, had there not been a ſubſequent 
revolution: that event taking place, it would have been 
extremely beneficial. nnr 
td reſume their charter, nearby, if not wholly. 

Before we proceed to the ſouthward, n 


6. hat in 167 the Engliſh pattamebt enacted by law, 


That if any veſſel, which by law may tisde in the 
WW — 
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ſufficient ſecurity to unlade them in England, there 
ſbalt be rendered w his majeſty, for ſugars, tobacco, 
ginger, cocon nut, indigd, logwood, fuſtic, cotton wook, 
the feveral duties mentioned in the law, to be paid in 
ſuch places in the plantatious, and to ſuch officers as 
ſtall he appointed to collect the fame : and for their 
better collectian, it is enacted, that the whole buſinek 


ſhall be tndoaged; and the inpoſts be levied by o 


appointed by the commiſſionets of the cuftoms in Eng- 
land.” This is the firſt act that umpaſed cnſtams on the 
colatijes alone, 10 be regularly collected by colpnial 
revenue aficers. But the beſt affected. colonies, 
Barbadoes, Virginia and Maryland, conſidering the 
laws Of trade either as inctmiſiſtent wich their privileges, 
or deſtructivr of their infant commerce, heated 10 
obey, or eluded the provifiong of the laws ; and aafficked 
navigatars.  Chartes II. reprimanded them, and his 
fucceliors gave ftunchag inftruftions upon the head, but 
without effect c. 

Governor Micha. f Maryland mer to-the beard: 
of trade, Auguft 2698, „I have obſerved that a great 
many people in all theſe proyinces and colonies, eſpe- 
cially in thoſe under proprietaries, and the two others 
of England ought to be in force and binding 40 them 
have no repreſentatives ſent from themdeives to the par- 
lamem of England: and they look upon all laws made 
in England, chat put any reſtraint upon them, * 


1 308 * 1 


cherte Polltical Annals, p. 313. 
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great hardſhips.” Theſe were the · colonial. ſentimentz 


1664. Charles II. reſolved upon its conqueſt in 1664, and-in 


two years after paſſing khe famous declaratory” act of 


Wilam and Mary, which you will find mentioned be- 


low./ Molyneux's Caſe of Ireland, afſerting openly 
— was firſt publiſhed in Feb. 1699-8. 
The colony of New-York demands our next attention. 
The Durch had ſettled; and named it che New Meld 


March granted to his brother the duke of York; the 
region extending from the weſtern banks of Connecti- 
cut. to the eaſtern ſhore of: the Delaware, together with 
Long Maud, | conferring on him the- civil and military 
powers of government. Colonel Nichols was ſent with 
buſineſs::: The Dutch governor being unable to makè 
reſiſtance, the New Nxtherlands ſubmitted to che Eng- 
lim crown, in September, Mithout · any other change 


than of rulers. Few of the Dutch removed: and 
Nichols / inftantly entered upon the exerciſe of his 


power, as deputy. AO 1 * ot Wer a 
2 

In July 1673, the Dutch . 
1 by attacking it ſuddenly. when in a defenceleſs 
ſtate. By the peace in Februaty following it was re- 
ſtored. The validity of the grant, while the Dutch 
vere in quiet poſſeſſion having been queſtioned, the 
duke of Vork thought it prudent to obtain a new one 
the following June: and Edmund: Andros having been 
appointed governor, the Dutch reſigned their authority 
to him in October. Thus was New-York: regained : 


but the inhabitants were again enſlaved to the will of 


the conqueror; for, being admitted to no ſhare. in the 
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legiſlature; . 


l een ee 
To de relieved from eee e ded deeded ves. 
the colghy, and now gave diſſatisfaction to cvery on, 


the council, the — .offizes and the. cop, 
of New Tork, conturred in ſaliciting the duke, to 
permit the people to participate in the legiſlative power. 
. aq en ſirangly-projudiced gin demo- 


yet in expectation chat the inhabitanta 

2 money to diſcharge the public 
debts, and I 
| be ſufficient for. the maintenance of the government and 
57 garriſon; © informed the lieutchantegovernor,/; in 1682, 1682. 
* that he intended to eſtabliſh the ſame frame of go- | 
vernment as n urea 
„ eee Jon a? wn 747 
cl ee red eee e 
of ten; and of a houſe of repreſentatives, choſen; by the 
freeholders, of che number of eighteen members. The 
aſſembly was empowered to make laws for the people, 
agreeable: to the general · juriſprudence, of the ſtate of 
England, which ſhould be of no force, however, ,wath- 
out the rutiſication of the proprietary. Thus che in- 
habitants of New-York, after being ruled almoſt twenty 
years at the will of the duke's e 
mitted to participate in the legiſlative power.. 
e eee eee 10: 
which paſſecl an act of general naturalization, in order 
to give equal privileges to the various kinds of people 
chen inhabiting the province: together with an. act 
>, * liberties, of 4 . 25 ROY 
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2 limited time.“ The legiſlature was convened once 
r64- rote in Auge 1 684; when it Stplatned-thelaft'att. 


Tix” TTETE 1 o Tar 


50 Mix the requiſte charges of W 


Theſs cent to hee hen the o ante pe | 
erde recclugen. Ns i 
When the Alen bree Waere Boglasd, Kerrefliſcs 
to eon der een of dene to which an dulte he 
had t eftablithed @ real tyranny, and reduced 
New. Fon once e e 
euntaret fenen e B. 
Nie Jae, Whichwas allo lat Chit Danbeuk 
were conſidered: as having no right to any of their ſettle 


ments if theſe parts of America) was included in the 


3664. proprietors, for the better ſertlement of it, agreed-upon 


grant to che duke of Tork. The duke diſpoſed of it 
to Lord Bh and Sir George Carteret ; who, being ſule 


certain conſtiturions ef government, ſo weill retiflied, 


that ehe eaſtern parts were ſoon conſiderably peopled. 


One ef the ſipolitions s, n qualified perſon, 
ac y time, ſhall be any ways moleſted, puniſhed, dif- 


quisted or called into queſtion, "for any difference in 


opinion or priftice'ity riatters of religions romcerniments, 
ves does not actually Wiſturd the civil peace of the 
province ; but all and every fuch perſon” and perſons, 
mity, from time to time, and at all times, freely and 
fully have and enjoy his and their judgments ant con- 
ſciences, in matters of ralipion, they behaving them- 


| ſelves'peaceably and quietly, and not uſtigg this liberty 


to-Hcetitionſhes;' nor to the civil injury or ounard dif 


turbance of others; any law; fatute, or clauſe romaine, 
er 10 hr tontuineu, ige or cuſßum of vht realm of England, 


W309" ee, - thereof in any wiſe norewithanaing * ” 
. Smith's Hiſtory of New-Jerſey, p. 513. 
The 


\ 
* 
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The left proprietors further agreed, © for the better 
ſecutity of alk the inhabitants in the province That 
they rt der to impoſe; Now SUFFER r af mνõ,eñ¾, any 7 


u, eib, fubady; ballupe, aſſeſſmeur, or aty other" duy 
whWforver, upon any colour e pretentr, wen the ſdid p- 
vititt and indabtarts thereof, other than what ſhall be - 
peel by the aiithirity amd tonfent of the' general afenibly D 
What can more ſtrongly expreſs che then pinion of 
Lord Berkely and Sir George Carteret, as to che para- 
werks having ue right to "tax the Waren "of be 
e 

Lord Beteꝶy fold his meiety of the province to Fob# 1674 
Forwvith;. in truſt for Edward Byllinge and bis alfigns. 
Aſter which the proprictors, E. Bylliuge, Williaw Penn, 
G. Lawrie, Nicholas Lutas, and Edmond Warts, of 
the” quaker perfiiafioh, agteed wirft Sir Georye Carteret 1676, 
upon a Mien; and chat His moiety ſhould be called 
New Ents fetfty und thtirs New 1Pohfeifey.' The 
agreement reſpecking the not inpofing of fuſeritig u be 
vpe any ta#, &t. was adopted: the other ſtipulation 
is worded ſorviewhat differently No men, nor nun- 
der of men upon earth, hath power or atithoriry to rule 
over mens conſciences in religious matters; therefore it 

is conſented; agtetd ind ordained, that no perſon or 
perſbns Wharſoever, within the province, at any time or 
times hereafter, ſhall be aty ways, upon any ptetence 
whitſdever, called in queſtion, or in the leaſt puniſned 

or hurt, either in perſon, eſtate ot privilege; for the 
fake of his Opinion, judgment, faith or Worltip towatds' 
God in mutters of religion; but that all and every ſuch. 
os 194 ns may from time to time, a at all. 
times, freely and fully have and .cryjoy bis and.their 


44 ® Ibid. p. 517. a 
ENTS 
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matters bf religious worſhip, thr | 
., vince.*,” It was alſo agreed,. * that. all elections be 
not determined by the common. ang, confuſed way of 
cties and voices; but by putting. balls into. balloting 
boxes, to be provided for that. purpoſe, for. the pre- 
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woes andthe e, of tir nec, i 


vention, of all ;partiality, and whereby, every man may 


| e eee 


intention t 8 add fc! 
Soon after; many * a reſorted to it "wh 
England, and the country filled apace. But the people 
e e che dreadful effects of arbitrary power. 


pen ks en all goods imported at- dhe Hear-kill b, and 
demanded 5. per cent. of the ſettlers at arrival or after- 
Ward, though neither #2f#-Jerſey, nor the Hoar-kilh, was 
legally under his juriſdiction. They, complained of che 
hardſhip. from che firſt, but bore it patientiy, till about 


3 when. application was made to the dufte of York, 


who referred the matter to the council, where it reſted 
for a conſiderable time, and then was reported in their 
favor, and the duty ordered to be diſcontinued. Among 


the arguments uſed, by Meſſrs. William. Penn, George 


Hutchin/on and others, . chiefly if not all quakers, in the 
A ˙ porgwiliopeat mere gheſe, 


< Powers of. government are expreſzly grancss,, in. the. 


hone tc os and che reaſon. is plain, be- 


ch NN prudent men, the government of an any place 


5 Smith, p. 538, 629 + Ibid. 56. 
1 Commed by rims into Wheel, n 


in New- Vork government particularly, terminate with 4 


means bbeh river an dt.. STI 
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ue invidag unn i Gil; for whes is good and 
without good laws ; the better, the worſe. And if we 
could not affure people of an eaſy and free, and ſafe 
government, both with reſpe& to their ſpiritual and 
worldly property, that is, an uninterrupted liberty of 
conſcience, and an inviolable poſſeſſion of their civil 
rights-and freedoms, by a juſt and wiſe government, a 
mere wilderneſs would be no encouragement; for it were 
a madneſs to leave a free, good, and improved country, 
to plant in a wilderneſs; and there adventure many 
| thouſands of pounds, to give an abſolute title to another 
perſon to tax us at will and pleaſure. Natural right and 
human . prudence oppoſe ſuch doctrine all the world 
over, as ſays, ©* that people, free by law under their prince 
at home, are at his mercy in the plantations abroad.” 
The king's grant to the duke of York, is plainly. re- 
ſtrictive to the laws and government of England. Now, 
we humbly.conceive, it is made a fundamental in our 
conſtitution and government, that the king of England 
cannot juſtly take his ſubjects goods without their con- 
ſent: this needs no more to be proved than a principle; 
tis jus indigene, an home-born right, declared to be 
law by divers ſtatutes; as in the great charter, ch. 29, 
and 34. Ed. III. ch. 23 again 25 Ed. ch. 7 . To give 
up the power of making laws is to change the govern- 
ment, to ſell or rather reſign ourſelves to the will of 
another; and that for nothing: for we buy nothing of 
the duke, if not the right of an undiſturbed colonizing, 
with no diminution, but expectation of ſome increaſe 
de manuſcript copy contains 4 number of authorities from 
Braton, — 0s Se. See Smith, p. 126, 


the note. 
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of thoſe.” freedoms and privileges enjoyed in our own 
country. We humbly ſay,” that we have not loſt any 
part of our liberty, by leaving our country; but we 
tranſplant to a place, with expreſs limitation to erect no 
polity contrary to the eſtabliſhed government (of Eng- 
land), but as near as may be to it; and. this variation 
is allowed, but for the ſake of emergencies; and that 
latitude. bounded with theſe words, for the: good . of the 
adventurer and planter. This tax is not tb. be found in 
the duke's;conveyances, but is an aſter buſineſs. - Had 
the planters. foreſeen it, they would ſooner have taken 
up in, any other plantation in America— [a plain inti- 
mation that no ſuch tax was impoſed. in any other Ame- 
ricag--plantation.J} Beſide, there is no end of this 
power; for ſince we are by this precedent aſſeſſed with- 
out any law, and thereby excluded our Engliſh right of 
common aſſent to taxes z what ſecurity have we of any 
thing we.poſſes ? We can call nothing our own, but 
are tenantz at will, not only for the foil, but for all our 
perſonal eſtates ; we endure penury, and the ſweat of 
our brows, to improve them at our own hazard only. 
This is tu tranſplant from good to bad. This fort of 
conduit e eee ene KN 
any true greutn . 8 
. The paper preſented - ta eee 
exidnely proves, that ie was the opinion of theſe gentle- 
men, who: were quakers, chat no tax could be juſtly 


impoſed upon the inhabitants; without their own con- 


ene firſt had, and by the authority of their own genera? 
aſſembly. The report of the council in favor of the 
aggrieved, . and che relief dat followed, (vere: rirtua _ 

| 9 | | 
. F conceſſions 
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comet o to the fame purport. This will not be judg ea 
wholly: unprecedented by thoſe vho are acquainted with 
what happened relative to the county=palatine/and cry 
of "Cher: in the 35th year" of che reign of Henry VIII. 1543+ 
Tue inilinbitants complained in a petitlen to che King, * = + 
ther tor want of knights and burgeſſes in the court'of | 
parkamene, they ſuſtained manifold damages, not only 
in their lands goods and "bodies; bor in the cin 
been desys bound by the acts and ſtatutes of the fald 
court of parliament, the fame as other counties, cities 
court, they had often been touched and grieved with 
a and ſtututes made within the faid court; as well de- 
rogatory um the molt ancient juriſgiftions, liberties and 
privileges of the faid county -palatine, as prejudicial wit 
the commonweale, 'quietneſs. and peace of his majeſty's- -** 
ſibjeQs!- They propoſed to the king, as à remedy, that 
aſſent” er dee lords Fita and tempel and by the 
commons in parliament aſſembled, that from the end of 
for the ſaid county, arid likewiſe two citizens to be bun 
remedy were thought to be fo juſt and reaſonable, that 
dhe relief for which they prayed was granted; and ey here 
their intereſts and to ſecure their liberties and 
"The teaſons for my paſſing from the Jerſeys to 
girka wilt ſoort be obvious. x49 FG YR "5 xy wth 
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bs Vina was: the original name for all the Engliſh 
North American continental claims, given in honor to 
the virgin queen, Elizabeth. King James, being ap- 
pheq to, granted letters patent to a body of gentlemen 


| "tos. e 1606, with powers to divide them 


1607. Virginia April, agth, 1607 ; a-party landed on the pro- 


 {elves, into two diſtinct companies, the one. conſiſting of 
London adventurers; called. the firſt or ſouthern colony 
of Virginia ; the ſecond or northern colony, compoſed 
of merchants belonging to Briſtol, Plymouth, and 
Exeter. The territory granted to the firſt or ſouthern 
colony was generally called Virginia, without any diſ- 
tinguiſhing epithet; and . retained: that name after the 
ſecond or- OO MPT Pi as New 
England in |} YN . 

The London company e den ane don im 
mediately to the forming of a ſettlement, and ſent off a 
hundred and ten emigrants, who arrived on the coaſt of 


montory, called, in honor of the prince of Wales; Cape 
Hen; afterward proceeded to and took poſſeſſion of a 
peninſula, in James-river, and began a ſettlement at 
James tun. The inſtructions given by the company 
of proprietors, hen they ſent out their. ſecond ſupply 
the following year, ſhow that the molt active projectors 


in England had for eee e 
gain, rather than colonization, yr vorne 


1609.5 K new, chaptef uns obtained: col Ude 


. the firſt colony of Virginia. To them was 'granted-in 


lity and gentry were added to the former proprietors, 
and-were incorporated! by the name of et The Treaſurer 
and Company of adyenturers, of the oity of London. for 


abſoloe property che lands extending from Cape Com- 
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ſame - 200 miles northward, and from the 
Atlantic weſtward to the South- ſea. The company was 
empowered to make ordinances for the colony, and for 


E 


fort along the ſea-coaft ſouthward 200 miles, from he 


thoſe on the ſeas going thither.' There was granted to 


the treaſurer and company and their affigns, a freedom 
from all ſubſidies in Virginia for 21 years, and from all 


inpoſitions' on importations and exportations to. and | 


from England, or any other of the king's dominions, 
« except only the five pounds in the hundred due for 
cuſtoms. Little was conceded to the emigrants by 


the charter; and much conferred on the corporation. 


The coloniſts were to be governed by che ordinances of 


they had no control. The powers of the corporation 


were indeed controlable, as it was ſubject to the ſuper- 
ifitendence of the courts of juſtice within the realm, 
which could oompel ir to act agreeable” as well, ro the 
ee eee 858 
The adventurers, ” warmed with golden dreams of 
— ſoon fitted out nine ſhips, with 5oo emi- 
grants, and every neceſſary for the eſtabliſhment of a 
permanent colony, excepting ſuitable encouragement” to 
the ſertlers. Lord Delaware was appointed captain- 

for life. Only ſeven veſſels arrived ſaſe. 
When Mr. Smith, who had governed" the colony, 


| "of hom, what wich bad- management, diſenſions, 
| attacks from the Indians, waſte of proviſions, which vers. 
ſioned a: famine, &c. there remained only fixty of all ages 


Hand E 3 Thomas 


departed for England, be left behind him 500 perſons, 


and' ſexes; at the expiration of ſix months.” When Sir © 


THE. 0 
8 THE, 110 TON. 
8 


arrived in Mar, 
—— Heck ſituation - uy 2g rs but 
5 
embar Car- 
— 9 9 cola „ mh _ IE of 
oO A A Arg PAN a matters; but his 
x wr lg: ſoon re-eſtabliſhed the beginning 
the colony Wis be le ogy 200. colaniſts, 
health obliging year, leaving with their neigh- 
1611. of the 4 e but his ſuc- 
bours. , Alter by Dale, e 
emigrants 2 25 lame year. ply ales dt 
again reſtored. er, by which. the to them. all the 
Far wy i e 
ares Vieginia coaſt. The e mee 
= ET atk ion, licenſe was 
1 we CO lotteries in any part over granted ia 
| given ta open which were the firſt $ trea- 
lotteries alone, ht 3 
England, vg ors i ren 
fury, EIT = 
8 council. abe 
age "tw ſupplies. 
Sir Thomas, Gates 100\cattle; und eee drt 
6 and parties were He returned 
— — 
2614. he h 
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once more on Sir Thomas Dale, to whom the Virginians 
owe the introduction of landed property. In 1615, fifty 1615. 
acres of land were granted to every emigrant and his 
heirs, and the ſame quantity to every perſon imported 
by others. Dale ſailed for England in the beginning of 


1616, giving up the truſt to Sir George Yeardley, as 1616. 


deputy governor, and in this year the cultivation of to 
bacco was introduced. It was originally carried from 
Tobago to England. Mr. Arga/, a new deputy, arrived 
in May, 1617. He publiſhed a variety of edicts, and 1617. 
treaſurer and council appointed 7eardley captain- general, 
and empowered him to examine into and redreſs griev= 
ances. Sir George arrived April, 1619, bringing with 1619. 
him ſeveral inſtructions favorable to freedom, and - ſoon 
declared his intention of calling a general aſſembly, which 
gave the greateſt joy to men, who. had been hitherto 
ſubjected to the arbitrary orders of their prince, to the 
intereſted ordinances of an Engliſh corporation, or to 
the edicts of a haughty governor ; and who enjoyed 
CE EE ICE 
birth- right. | ** 
In June, Yeardley; viſa co hn ebe from 
| the company; iſſued writs for the election of delegates, 
ſeven hundreds or diſtin& ſettlements, which ſeemed to 
enjoy ſome of the privileges of boroughs; and from 
this circumſtance the democraric branch of the aſſembly 
has been called to this day the houſe of burgeſſes, though 
The aſſerably, formed of the governor and council | 
of far, who were mei by he wearer nd com 
L. E oo pany, 
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pany, and of the burgeſſes choſen by the people, met 
together in one apartment, and tranſacted affairs like the 

| parliament of Scotland of old; which mode continued till 
> after the reſtoration of Charles II. Thus convened, and 
thus compoſed; the legiſlature «© debated all matters 
thought expedient for the good of the whole.” The 
laws were - tranſmitted to England, for-the approbation 
of the treaſurer and company, without whoſe-confirma- 

tion they were of no validity. The introduction of an 
aſſembly was attended with the - happieſt effects. The 
| emigrants, for the firſt time, reſolved to ſettle them- 
ſelves, and to perpetuate the plantation. The afſembly 
thanked the company for their favor, and begged them 

cc to reduce into a compendious form, with his majeſty's - 
approbation, the laws of England proper for Virginia, 

with ſuitable additions; giving as a reaſon, that it 

was not fit that his ſubjects ſhould be governed by any 

other rules, than ſuch” as received their influence from 
$ | him.” This-year the treaſurer and council” received' a 
letter « commanding them to ſend a hundred diſſolute 
perſons (convicts) to Virginia.” They were accordingly 
tranſported; © and were at that period very acceptable 

to the coloniſts,” though the unlimited practice of 
emptying the Engliſh jails on the American conti- 
nent has of late years been-complained of as a nuiſance. 
1620, The ſubſequent year muſt, on account of the intro- 
duction of African faves. into the colonies, be ſtigma- 

_ tized as a much viler æra. The Hollanders were not 
= precluded by any law from trading with the colo- 

A Dutch veſſel carried to Virginia a cargo of 


- — . — 


* 
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„ had themſelves juſt 
emerged from a ſtate of ſlavery, became chargeable 
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with reducing their . — do che e of 
brures. 
N 2 actiemapity iid hen; <6 
cution a reſolucion formerly _ for eſtabliſhing'a 
—— thar chere ſhould be two ſupreme 
councils in Virginia, the one to be called the council of 
ſtate, to be appointed and diſplaced by the treafurer 
and company, and which was to adviſe the governor 
in governmental affairs; the other was to be denomi- 
nated the general aſſembly, and to conſiſt of the governor 
and council, and of two burgeſſes, to be choſen, for the 
preſent, by the inhabitants of every town, hundred, and 
ſettlement in the colony. The aſſembly was to deter- 
mine by the majority of the voices then preſent, and to 
enact general laws for the colony, reſerving to the go- 
vernor a negative voice. They were to imitate the laws 
No acts were to be in force till confirmed by the 
general court in England: on the other hand, no order 
of the general court was to bind the colony, till afſented 
to by the aſſembly.” The company having offered 
or engage to tranſport people to-the colony, found this - 
policy ſo ſucceſsful, that upward of 3500 perſons emi- 
This year was remarkable for a maſſacre of the colo- 1622. 
niſts by the Indians, which was executed with the utmoſt 
ſubtilty, and without any regard to age, ſex, or dignity. 
A well concerted attack on all the ſettlements, deſtroy- 
ed, in one hour, and almoſt at the ſame inſtant, 347 
perſons, who were defenceleſs and incapable of making 
26d reliftunce.. 
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they had received, had never been ſolicitous to cultivate 
permiſſion hen they occupied their country, nor given 
@ price ſor their valuable property, which was violently 
taken away. The miſeries of famine were ſoon ſuper- 
added to the horrors of maſſacre. Of eighty plantations, 
which were filling apace, only eight remained; and of 
the numbers which had been tranſported thither, no 
more than about 1800 ſurvived thoſe manifold diſaſters. 
Frequent complaints having been made to king 
James of the oppreſſions of the treaſurer and com- 
pany, and the before-mentioned calamities being attri- 
buted to their miſconduct or neglect, it was determined 
that a commiſſion ſhould iſſue to quire into the affairs 

of Virginia and the Somer-iſles, from the earlieſt ſertle- 
ment of each, Upon che report of the commiſſioners, 

the king concluded on giving 2 new charter, and re- 
quired of the company the ſurrender of former grants, 
which being refuſed, a writ of quo-warranto iſſued in 
1623, November, againſt the patents of the corporation: and 
judgment was given by the court of King's-bench againſt 
n treaſurer and company, in Trinity-term, 1624. 
Theſe proceedings * were. ſo conformable to the general 
ſtrain of the arbitrary adminiſtration. of that reign, that 
they made little impreſſion at the time, the Vir- 

ginia company was compoſed of perſons of the firſt qua- 
lity, wealth, and conſequence in the nation. The com- 
ſubmiſſive a ſpirit, had they aor been wholly diſappoint- 

ed in their viſionary proſpects, and met with conſider- 

able loſſes, inſtead of acquiring enormous profits. They 

| had 
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from individuals, who ſported in their lot- 
bein + bope of ſudden xiches, C. 29,000: bur 
the tranſportation of more than 9000 Engliſh ſubjects 
had coſt them C. 150,000: - They did not however 
abandon the colony. in its diſtreſs, while they continued 
a cotpotation. Timely ſupplies were ſent from England 
to the Virginia ſettlers, which ſo animated them, that 
they carried on an offenſive war againſt the Indians, 
purſued them into their faſtneſſes, and drove them from 
eee eee eee 
their on plantations. 
As to king James, he «  affurediy. ade ee 
lonies as acquired by conqueſt ; and that they ought to 
be holden of his perſon, independent of hu crown.or 
| political capacity; and might be ruled according to his 
good will, by prerogative: and he endeavoured, agree- 
able to the ftrange-ceconomy of his reign, to convert 
them into a mere private eſtate; e len 
ſonal heir s. 
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the colony under his immediate dependence, which oc- 


caſioned much conſuſion. Upon his death king Charles, 1625. 


government of Virginia, determined to tread in the 
ſame ſteps. In May he named. a new governor and 
council for Virginia, and inveſted them with an autho- 
rity fully legiſlative andl arbitrary. They were em- 
powered to make and execute laws, to impoſe taxes, 
ind enforce payment, Neither the commiſſion nor 
inftruftions mentioned expreſsly, or even alluded to an 

See Challmers's Political Annals under the head of Virginia, for 
— — 

vhs aſſembly, 


being of the ſame judgment with his father as to the _ 


6⁰ 
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aſſembly, to the laws of England, or to che acts of 
the provineial legiſlature, as a rule of governmem. 


They were required to tranſport coloniſts into England, 
to be puniſhed there for crimes committed in Virginia. 


This ſyſtem increaſed the colonial diſſatisfaction, which 
continued for years, till the Virginians received a letter 


containing the royal aſſurance, that © all their eſtates, trade, 
freedom, and privileges, ſhould be enjoyed by them in 
as extenſive a manner, as they enjoyed them before the 


| recalling of the company's patent.” On this they were 


_ reconciled, eee eee 


1 b, 

Being ef be ome years in a manner to cnc, 
other officers, who reſpected their privileges becauſe 
they loved the colony. The governor, whom Charles 


had been anxious to appoint, had no opportunity of 


exerciſing thoſe illegal and extraordinary powers with 


1627. which he had been inveſted. His death in 1627 put 


1629. was nominated in March 1629; and his commiſſion 


what had too long prevailed in England. He was fe- 


an end to his authority, and prevented the colony's 
feeling its full extent. His ſucceſſor Fobn Harvey,” eſq; 


and inſtructions were preciſely the ſame with thoſe of 
the former. He departed ſoon after for Virginia. The 
ſpirit of his adminiftration was an exact counterpart of 


vere in his extortions, proud in his councils, unjuſt and 
arbitrary in every department of his government. The 
Virginians, rouſed almoſt to madneſs by oppreſſion, ſeized 
and ſent him priſoner to England, accompanied with 

' Bland's Inquiry into the rights of the Britiſh clone. 
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two deputies, to repreſent their grievances and his miſ- 
conduct. His behaviour was ſo thought of, that he 
former powers, and he was ſent back to Virginia in 
April 1637. After chat, his government was ſo exceſ- 1637. 
ſively oppreſſive and cruel, that the complaints of the 
coloniſts became at length too loud to be longer ne- a 
glected, and his commiſſion was revoked in Jan. 1638-9. 1639. 
During his ten years adminiſtration, the Virginians were 
ruled rather as the vaſſals of an eaſtern deſpot, chan as 
ſubjects entitled to Engliſh liberties; but it is to their 
credit, that, having taſted the ſweets oſ a ſimple govern- 
ment, they oppoſed wich a firm ſpirit, during the ceign 
of Charles, the attempts of thaſe who endeavoured. to 
revive. the patents, and to reſtore the corporation. 
Sir Milla -Berkely-was appointed governor che her 1630. 
agar of. 1639. His inſtructions ' evidenced) a pro- 
digious change in colonial policy, which muſt be partly, 
aſcribed to the then ſtate of affairs in England; He was 
directed to ſummon all the bucgeſſes of the plantations, 
who with the governor and council were to conſtitute 
the grand aſſembly, with power to make acts for the 
government of the colony, as near as might be to the 
ls of England—10 cane ſpeedy: juſtice to be admi- 
niſtred to all, according to Engliſh forma - and to ſorbid 
all trade with foreign veſſels except upon neceſſity. 
Thus were the Virginians reſtored to that ſyſtem. of 
freedom, which they had derived from the Virginia 
company, and which the writ of quo warranto had in- 
volyed in the ſame ruin with the corporation itſelf 
Civil diſſenſions however took place, which were im- 
4 religious differences, and inflamed by acts 
made 
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made to 2 


puritans. The diſcontented party preſented a petition 
e eee 


« praying for the reſtoration of the ancient patents and 
corporation government.“ But che governor, council, 
and burgeſſes, no ſooner heard of the tranſaction, than 
they tranſmitted an explicit diſavowal of it. They ſent 
a lſo an addreſs) to king Charles, ncknowiedging his 
1642, to continue under His immediate protection. In 7642 
they declared in the form of an act, ( that they were 
born under monarchy,” and would never degenerate from 
the condition ef their births, by being fubject to any 
other government.” Nothing vou be more acceptable 
than this act, vhieh being preſented to the king at Tort, 
dre from hirm an anſwer, in wich he gave chem the 
falleſt aſſurances; thit"they ſhould be always immediately 
dependent upon the” crown, and chat the form of go⸗ 
vernment ſhould never be changed; 5 > 8 Eres: 
They remained vnakerably attached to che cauſe of 
their ſovereign. But when the Commons of England had 
trinmphed over their European opponents, their attention 
was turned to the plantations ; and an ordinancewas paſſed 
1650, in October 1650, & for prohibiring*trade with" Barbados, 
Virginia, Bermuda, and Ange. It recttec, chat in 
Virginia, and other places in Armerien, there are eolo- 
mes, which were at the euſt, and ſertled by che 


people, and by the ab herty of this nation, which dugltt 


to be ſubordinate” to, and dependent upon England=— 
that they ever have deen, and ought to be, fabje@ to 
fuck laws and regulations as are, or ſhall be made by 
. divers acts of rebellion have been 

committed 
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committed by many perſons inhabiting Virginia, whereby 
they have ſet up themſelves in oppoſition to this common- 


bers and traitors.” Perſons — —— 
pute the 3 —— 
might be their own ſentiments when in a lower ſtation, 


thorized the council of ſtate to fend a fleet thither,' and 


to grant commiſſions to proper perſons to enforce to 


obedience all ſuch as ſtood oppoſed to the authority ot 


parliament. In conſequence hereof commiſſioners were 


appointed, and à powerful fleet and army detached, to 
reduce all their enemies to fubmiſſion. They were to 
uſe their endeavours, by granting pardons and by other 
peaceful arts, to induce the coloniſts to obey the ſtate of 
England: bur, if theſe means ſhould prove ineffectual, 
then they were to employ every a& of hoſtiliry; to free 
vernment, that would ſerve as ſoldiers to ſubdue them; 


and to cauſe the acts of parliament to be executed, and 
juſtice to be adminiſtered, in the name of the common- 


wealth. After the arrival of the cummiſſioners with 
the naval and military force, the Virginians refuſed to 
fubmit, till articles of ſurrender had been agreed upon, 
by which it was ſtipulated, © The plantation of Vir- 
ginia, and all the inhabitants thereof, ſhall enjoy ſuch 


freedoms and privileges as belong to the free people of 


England, The general afſembly; as formerly; ſhall 


convene, and tranſact the affairs of the colony. The 


people of. Virginia ſhall have a free trade, as the people 
of England, to all places, and with all nations. Vir- 


wealth.” It therefore declared them * notorious rob- 


and while aggrieved by ſupetiors. The ordinance au- 
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fitions whatſoeyer ; and none ſhall be impoſed on them 
without conſent of the general aſſembly; and neither 
ſarts nor caſtles ſhall- be erected, nor e 
tained without their conſent 
The hardſhips de Virgivigns, experienced from, ge- 
with their attachment to the royal family, induced 
them to'ſeize., the occaſion. of the death of the protec- 
tor s governor, ſor applying to Sir, illiam Berkely, who 
had lived privately. during the revolutions of the day, 
to reſume the government of the colony, to which he 
conſented, on their ſolemnly promiſing to venture their 
— œ³d Charles II. . Before 
they had heard of the death of Cromwell, Charles, was 
proclaimed by them king of England, Scotland, Ireland, 
and Virginia. During the diſtreſſes to which, the royaliſts 
were expoſed in England prior to this event, they reſorted 
to that colony, {> that Virginia contained about 30,900 
perſons at the reſtoration. | Sir William Berkely, in his 
anſwer, to the inquiries of the lords of the commince 
1671, of the . colonies. writes, June 20, 1671, there are 
40, O00 perſons, men, women, and children, 2000 black 
| ſlaves, and 6000 chriſtian, ſervants for a ſhort time. 
- You will not have your good opinion of him heightened 
\ or mrad ec, eee free Foes, 
vor printing, and I hope we ſhall not haye them theſe 
hundred years. For learning has brought di 
a deen and fd into the er eee 
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divulged them and libel againſt de beſt government. 
God keep us from both“! T“ 

— — the Virgini- 
e e Chalets wits U na they 
F 

rr. 1 arfegs 1 

Sir George Calvert was one. of the original aſſociates 


3 


. under Virginia, 
You. F ns 
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was required to aſſemble for that purpoſe, might make 
laws of what kind ſoever for the province, ſo that they 
were not repugnant, bit agreeable to the jutiſprudence 
and rights of the realm af England; and he was au- 
thorized to execute the acts of the aſſtinbly. There 
- was no clauſe in the charter obliging him to tranſmit. 
their acts to te king for approbation or diſſent: nor 
any ſaving of the royal interference in the government 
of the cblonyt Charles reſerved to himſelf, and his 
heirs for ever impoſts, duties, and cuſtoms, which the 
coloniſts were bound to pay; but declared in the ſame 
charter, c We, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhall at no 
time ſet and make, or cauſe to be ſet, any impoſition, 
cuſtom, or taxation, on the inhabitants of the province, 
for their lands, goods, tenements, or chattels, within the 
ſaid province.” | By this clauſe 'the king covenanted for 
himſelf, heirs, and ſucceffors; that, having reſetved forever 
the impoſts, duties, and cuſtorns, he would not contri- 
bute toward ſetting upon the inhabitants any inpoſition, 
cuſtom, or taxation, for their lands, goods, tenements, or 
chard "ithitivtic ſala | province; and therein bound both 
himſelf and them, not to aſſent to any bill ſeibjecting the 
| * ";hhabitahts to a internal taxatibn by an external legiſlation. ä 
MM The firſt emigration conſiſted of two hundred gende- 
men of conſiderable fortune and rank, with their ad- 
herents, "chiefly Roman Catholicks, who hoped to enjoy 
liberty of Eghſtience, under a proptictary- of theit own. 
ptofeſfion... They failed from · England in Novembef, 
1633. ard Tanded in Maryland the beginning of 1693. Go-! 
V Catvert, brother to lord Baltitnore; very wifely. 
and folfly purchaſed, by preſents of varigus ode, the | 
rights wk N and 8 eee took 
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poſſeſſion of their town, which he called Sts Mary's. 

The country was ſettled with ſo much eaſe, and fur- 
niſhed with ſo many conveniences, that emigrants re- 
paired thither in ſuch numbers, that the colony ſoon 
became populous and flouriſhing · A third aſſembiy of 
ſfreemen was held at St. John's in February 163849, 1639. 
when an act was paſſed, . for eſtabliſhing the houſe f 
aſſerably.” It enacted, that thoſe who ſhall be elected 
purſuant to writs iſſued, ſnall be called burgeſſes, and 
that the gentlemen ſummoned by the ſpecial writ of the 
proprietary, and thoſe freemen who ſhall not have voted 
at any of the elections, together with the governor and 
ſecretary, ſhall be called . the houſe of aſſembly - 
that all acts aſſented to by that body, ſhall be deermed* © * 
of the ſume force, as i the proptietary and freemen = 
had been perſonally preſent. Slavery ſeems to have 
gained an early eſtabliſhment in Maryland, for an act 
of this aſſembly deſcribes: the people” to conſiſt of all 
chriſtian” inhabitants, , ſlaves only :excepted.” The 
perſecuting laws which were paſſed by the Virginians, 

ſoon. aſter this period, againſt the puritans, made the 
latter emigrate in conſiderable numbers to Maryland, 
that they might enjoy, under a popiſh proprſetary, that 
liberty of conſcience! of 1 they were deprived by 
fellow proteſtants. 

In 1642 e eee « deſired that they might be 1642 
ſeparated, and fit by themſelves, and have a negative”'— . 
ſuch was their progreſs in entertaining juſt conceptions 
of their own democratic rights. The governor did not 
grant their requeſt; but they were afterward more fuc- 
en Fo . mm — 

; 2 ihito 
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into two parts, and tranſated buſineſs in the form of 
an upper and lower houſe. That aſſembly which con- 


vened in April enacted, that no perſons proſeſſing to 
believe in Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be moleſted in reſpect of 


their religion, or in the exerciſe thereof, or be compelled 
d che belief or exerciſe of any other religion againſt 


cheir conſent, ſo chat they be not unfaithful to the pro- 


3 * or ſpi — ſt the civil ent chat 
thoſe reproaching any with opprobrious names of re- 


the bleſſed Virgin, or the apoſtles, ſhall ſorfeit five 


3 werds eee eee 


Ws — 1650 a law was paſſed « for ſerting this preſent 


and affented to by the governor, ſnall be deemed the 
laws of the province, and have the ſame effect as if the 


aſſembly.” It 'enated, that thoſe who were called by 


ſpecial writ ſhall form the upper houſe—that thoſe who 


were choſen by the hundreds ſhall compoſe the lower 
houſe—and that all bills which ſhall be aſſented to by 


the two branches of the legiſlature thus eſtabliſhed, 


« an act againſt raiſing: money without the conſent of 


the aſſembly.” It mentioned, That no taxes ſhall be 


aſſeſſed or levied on the freemen of the province with- 


out their own conſent, or that of their deputies, firſt 


declared in a general aſſembly.” The printed words 
and early date of this Maryland act demand particular 


notice. The acts of the general aſſembly and governor 


were of the ſame force in their own province, as acts of 
Parliament in England; and could not be repealed with- 
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out the concurring aſſent of. the proprietary, or his de= 
puty, with the other two eſtates. 
rr 


| . 


A few adventurers emigrated from the Maſſachuſetts, 


and- ſettled- round - Cape - Fear, about the time of the 
reſtoration. They conſidered mere occupancy, with a 
transfer from the natives, without any grant from the 
king, as a good title to che lands ——— 
They deemed themſelves entitled to the ſame © cj 
| privileges” as thoſe of the country whence they 
countrymen : and the general court, with an attention 
and humanity which did it the greateſt honor, ordered. 
an extenſive contribution for their relief. But the final 
ſettlement of the province was effected equally through 
the rapacity of the courtiers of Charles II. and his 
own facility in rewarding thoſe, to whom he was greatly 


indebted; with a liberality that coſt him lictle. The 


pretence, which had been uſed on former accafions, of 


a pious zeal for the propagation of the goſpel among the 


Indians, was ſucceſsfully employed to procure a grant 
of the immenſe region, lying between the 36* of north 
latitude, - and the river St. Matheo under the 317. 


PR 
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March 24, 1663, this territory was erected. into. a pro- 166g. 


vince by the name of Caroline ; and conferred on Lord 


Berkeley, Lord Aſbley, Sir George Carteret, Six Jobn Colleton, 
and Sir William Berkeley, as abſolute lords proprietaries 
for 3 ſaving the ſovereign allegiance due to the 
The charter ſeems to have been copied from 


tar of Marjand, fo extenie n is en and 
5400 8 noble 


Clarendon, the Duke of Albemarle, Lord Craven; Lord 


ur ufs TH or ras" 

noble in its privileges, The noblemen held their firſt 
meeting in May; and, at the deſire of the New England 
people above-mentioned; publiſhed propoſals to all that 
wouſd plant in Carolina. They declared, chat all per- 
ſons ſettling on Charles- river, to che ſouthward of Cape 
Fear ſhould haue power to fortify its banks; banks, taking 
the? oath of allegiance to the king, and ſubmitting to 
tie government of the proprietaries that the emigrants 
might preſent to them thirteen perſons, in order that 
they might appoint a governor and 4 council of fix for 
three bars chat an afſembly, compoſed of the governor, 
the council, and delegates" of the freemen, ſhould be 
called as ſoon as cireumſtanees would allow, wich power 
| tb Wake laws, not contrary to tlloſe of England, nor of 
any validity after che publication of the diſſent of the 
proprietaries that every one ſhould enjoy the moſt per- 
fed freedom in; religion that during five years; every 
Airman Mould tbe: allowed one hundred acres of land, 
am fifty for every ſervant, paying only an half: penny 
a acre—and chat the ſame fretdom from cuſtoms, 
which had begp-corifirmed by he _ charter; ſhould- 
be allowed to Every one. ett AW 20621204 
"The proprietaries — — Bertele, then 
göbernor of Virginia, general ſuperintendent of the 
ee of the county of Albemarle, within the bounda- 
rev of which;'a'fmall plantation, of the New Englanders' 
probably, had been eſtabliſhed for ſome years, on the- 
north eaſtęrn ſhores of the river Chowan, Sir William 
Berkeley repaire# to che county, eonfirred and granted 
lands on the” conditions before - mentioned, . 
Mr. Drummond the firſt governor, "and-likewiſe 
 ficers; 1 8 N = 17. 
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Abe adarbiy of 1666, being Aidauigher with che 
tenures by, vhich they held. theis lande, 1d 
cheir poſſeſbons on the ſome terms dn which the Virz 
9 — me — 
ble CE EE ett En . 


reridon--cpunty,, ſtretching om Cape Heur tu the river 
St. Matheo: and he was at the ſaine mt treated 4 


— —— happy? 0! cnc 


4 net Fol ſerure its pꝛbſperityz he fame powers 
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enabled to make laws for the province, with. the obmſont 
— re eat 0 and likewiſe dog ant 
prerõgative of — — the ſover 
reien damn... ron than ara 


PPP 


Albemarle in October, and Was commanded to act 
| — — I IIROD er 


choſen by de me. Phe aflerbly was w be came 


choſtrfihfivally by the freeholders. Various regulations 


provided der che ſecutiry of propertyn dad no taxes 
Snom. 


R were 
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| were to be impoſed without the-conſent of the affembly, 
The proprietaries might: mean no more, than that nei- 
ther they, nor the governor and council, ſhould impoſe 
taxes without the + conſent of the afſembly:; but the 
; mode of expreſſion tended to confirm the people at 
— large in the opinion of their being exempted from all 
taxes which had not the conſent of their own afſembly. 
The ſettlers had their lands confirmed, and granted to 
be now held by the free tenure of ſoccage1expreſſing 
a certain rent and independence. All men were declared 
entitled to equal privileges, on taking the oath of alle- 
giance to the king, and of fidelity to the proprieturies. 
1669. It was not till 1669 that an aſſembly conſtituted as 
| above-mentioned was convened: when it was enacted 
« none ſhall be ſued, during five years, ſor any cauſe 
of action arifing out of the country and none ſhail 
| accept a power of attorney, to receive debts oontracted 
+ abroad.” Hence this colony was long conſidered a 
the refuge of de criminal, mn 
|; dive debtor.” Nieren but: 
The proprietaries, at inch diffarisfied with every 
| Sheen which they had hitherto deviſed for the govern« 
ment of their province, ſigned, in July, a body of fun- 
damental conſtitutions compiled by the celebrated Zocke, 
giving as a reaſon, © That we may eſtabliſh a govern- 
ment agreeable to the monarchy of which Catolina is a 
part, and may avoid making too numerous a democracy; 
By this edit a palatine was to be choſen from among 
the proprietaries for life; who was to act as preſident of 
the palatine cqurt, compoſed of the whole ; which was 
intruſted with the execution of the powers of the char- 
ter. A body of hereditary nobility was created, and 
denominated 
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to be inveſted with four baroniea, each oonſiſting of 
12,000 acres; the latter to have two, containing one 
half of that quantity: and theſe eſtates were tu deſcend 
with the dignities inſeparably. Thiere were to be as 
many landgraves as counties ; and twice as many caciques, 
but no more. Two fifths of the counties, ſtyled ſigni - 
ories and baronies, were to be poſſeſſed by the nobility ; 
— ˙ SPED AE SLA 
among the people. 1 0 159 
The pravinciel — dignified with hs nach 
parkament, was to be biennial, and to conſiſt of the 
proprietaries, alias landgraves, or the deputy of each, 
of the  cacique nobility, of rhe repreſentatives of the 
 freeholders of every diſtrict, ho were to meet in one 
apartment, and every member to enjoy an equal vote: 
but: no buſineſs was to be propoſed till it had been de- 
bated: in the grand council, whoſe duty it was to pre · 
pare! bills for the parliamentary conſideration. The 
grand council was to be compoſed of the governor, the 
nobility; and the deputies of the proprictaries, theſe 
being abſent 3 and was inveſted with the executive of 
the province. The church of England alone was to be 
congregation might tax its on members. for the ſup- 
port of its on miniſters; and to every one was allowed 
perſect freedom in religion. However the moſt de: 
grading ſlavery was introduced, by inveſting in cvery 
man the property of hia negro 
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abate — at © 
containing a great variety of perplexing regulations, 


e Locke's Works, Vol, IV. p. 519, Ac. 1979. 
| were 
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8 1670. A number of emigrants were ſent in anuaty, under 


 gaveriyment which bad); been actually cſigblithed, he 
people had acquired an intereſt vhich could not ha ta en 
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Bovernmaent in Carolina ſor ever: gad yet they were 
never altagether adopted. The parties: engaged in this 
a4 of legiſlation ſhould have reflected, chat the inhabi- 
tants hag ſetded on conditions, which it vs no longer 
in heit power: to abragate; and chat, in, the forms: of 


way without their c ,ẽ!ũꝝ 05 


Huan Gahlei Eſqi appointed governor of that part aſithe 
a colony at Port-Noyal) They arrived ſafe : andi it 
wes ſound impracticable to conforin itha conſtitvtip m 
2 deterrnined to ktep. as cloſe to them as pinſſihiet 
Sayle dying. Sir ab emmans had u o t 
3 this colony, in Auguſt, 167 10 Ehis 
year, lanters reſorted from Clarendam on the nontli, and 
Pprt-Rayal on the ſouth, to the banles f A ſhley- ruac 
fan che coe ni,j,.tf df paſture and tillage 5 and laid on 
cho firſt high land the foundation of old Charles Tom 
The; proprictaries promulgated temporary lag till 
through a ſufficient number of inhabitants, goverment 
could . be adminiſtered according to the ſundameutal 
conſtitutions.” The temporary days were f no long 
duration, being derided by a people without whole cum 
ſent they had been eſtabliſned . Frineg 


1671 In May, Joſeph e eſq; was appointed governor of 


the ſouthern colony, in the room of Sir John Years, 
with whole conduct the proprietaries were Uffinichied. 
But the difficulty of eſtabliſhing the colony was not 

overcome for years; got till people cppaited to it at 
S195 | 5 7 their 
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their on expence;” and men. of eſtate ventured! thither = 
under the full- perſuaſion of being fairly treated. In 
expectation of ſueh. treattnent, the diſſedters, being 
baraſſed by perſecutions: in England, and dreading a 
popiln ſucceſſor, omigrated to Carolina in great mm- 
bers, and made -a' eonfiderable. part of the intiabitarits. 
They acquired the chonvr of introducing religion into 
che probinee, while they ſirengrhened-ic alſo by thew 
perſonal: acceſſions, ' Hut the promiſing | appearances'-of | 
the Tuntry inviting over many bf ab pr | 
after a while diſturbances ſollowed. gt rd: 
The planters being- informed, that che One png 
delightfully” ' formed- by the confluence. of the rivers 
Aſhley and Cooper, vas more convenient than what 
was fixed upon eight years before, and the-proprietatiey 
encouraging their inclination, they began to remove, 
fun in che ſubſequent year aid the foundation vf the 1680. 
proſerit:Charles-town, and built turty houſer- h Avas 
inſtantly deelated the por ſor the purpoſes' uf time; 
and the ' capital for” the" adminiſtration of gov ern 
It wits long unhealthy; but che adjabene country 
now cleared and culttvnted, it i, lb ed t>-erfoy the 
moſt ſalubrious ai & Carolina 70 
Though the province: had been ſbrmied into mandrs 
and haroriies, ir was not tin 1602, Achat it was: wide 1632, 
inte des oountzes,. In the Autumn of this year; ho- 
vernor Weſt held a parliament; and afterward Ifwetdi 
ately refigned his ad minitration do Mr. Joſeph NronEtö 
Thenee commenced à reiterated change of Soverfors. 
Kyrie, West, Quarry, 'Moteton, were ſueceffweh aps 
pointed. There was à firffilur Wange of every "pubic 
oficet. FF | 
* But 


** 


 1677- the colony of Albemarle, in December, 1697. At che 


by the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms, for acting as col- 
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Bur prior to this period, -an-infurre&tion broke out in 


end of two year's ſucceſsful revolt, Culpeper, who was 
deeply concerned in the buſineſs, was diſpatched with 
another perſon to England with a promiſe of ſubmiſſion to 
the proprietaries, on certain conditions. When about 
to return, after executing his truſt, he was impeached 


| letor without their authority, and embezzling the king's 


1680. in the Downs, brought back, and in Trinity-term, 1680, 


| tracy to the moſt undoubted facts, * That there never 


revenue in Carolina. He was ſeized on board a veſſel 


tried by virtue of the ſtatute of Hm VIII. on an in- 
The famous Lord Shafteſbury, then in the zenith of his 
popularity, appeared on his behalf, and repreſented, con- 


— 


its diſdrders were only feuds between the planters, which 
could only amount to a riot. On this Culpeper. was 
acquitted. He is the firſt coloniſt who appears to have 
been regularly tried in the court of King's-bench upon 
chat ſtatute : but he was not tranſported from America in 
order to trial. His acquittal induced the proprietaries to 
_ reſolve upon governing, in future, according to the portion 
_ of obedience, which the inſurgents ſhould be diſpoſed 
to yield. They, recommended, however, an healing 
diſpoſition. But che perſons bearing the chief ſway, 


being actuated too much by a vindictive ſpirit, pro- 


and baniſhment. The ſcenes of anarchy produced by 


' * Chalmers's Political Annals, B. L p; $37 438. | 
* Ss 
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che *eolony mended by the arrival of governor Seth = 
Sotbel; in 168 3, who was ſent in hope of quieting the 1683. 
diſorders by his authority, as he had purchaſed Lord 
Clarendon's ſhare” of the province. He was guilty of 
that bribery, extortion, injuſtice, rapacity, breach of 
truſt, and' diſobedience of orders, for five years, chat the 
inhabitants, driven almoſt to deſpair, ſeized him with 
a view of ſending him to England to anſwer to their 
ſubmit"their mutual accuſations to the next aſſembly, 
they accepted his propoſal. The aſſembly gave judg- 
ment againſt 'him in all the above-mentioned particulars, 
E 
months, and the government for ever. 


_ Charles-town having been made the provincial port, | 
the firſt" collector was eſtabliſhed there in 1685. .._ | 
governor and council were at the fame time ordered, | 
« Not to fail to ſhow their forwardneſs in aſſiſting the 
collection of the duty on tobacco tranſported to other 
coloties; and in {cjzing ſhips that preſumed to trade. 
conttary to the n&ts of navigation.” Little regard yas 
paid to orders fo contrary to the views of every, one. . 
An illicit trade was not only praftiſed, bur juſtified. 
under a clauſe of the patent, which the people believed to. 


be of fueperior force to the law. Though the royal grant 
of 1665 was paſſed ſubſequent to the act of navigation, 
the preſent exemption was inſiſted upon, with the ſame. . 
ſpirit that it was contended during this reign, that a king 
of England may diſpenſe with the law. The principle 
of the Carolinians, and the doctrine To faſhionable at che 
court of James, were therefore exactly the fame. 
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2 e e eee eee 5. 
vernom in Auguſt. The next year he called an aſſembly, 
in which he and his party tao upon them to paſs ſuck 
laws as loſt him the. aſfections of the people. During 
the ferments chat followed, Seth Sothel, whom we have 
ſeen. baniſhed from Albematle, ſuddenly arrived at 
Charles-town.. Countenanced by a powerful party, and 
preſuming on his powers as a proprietary, he ſeized the 
1690. reins of government in 1690. notwithſtanding | the op- 
poſition of governor and council, A general return of 
members was procured, who readily ſanctified by their 
votes whatever was dictated by thoſe that had thus 
acquired power. Colleton, whoſe conduct had) been 
far from blameleſs, was' inſtantly impeached of high 
crimes and miſdemeanors, diſabled from holding any 
office, and baniſned. Others were ; fined, impriſoned, 
ä and expelled the province. The proprietaries appointed 
2692. 4 new governor ; and the next year, upon the requiſi- 
tions of the Carolinians, abrogated Mr. Locke's ſyſtem 
of laws, the fundamental conſtitutions, which far from 
having anſwered their end, introduced only diſſatisfaction, 
and diſorders, that were not cured till the final diſſo- 
lution of the proprietary government . The operation 
and fate of Mr. Locke's ſyſtem may convince us of this 
truth, that a perſon < may defend the principles of 
liberty and the rights of mankind, with great abilities 
and fuceeſs ; and yet after all, hen called upon to pro- 
_ duce a plan of legiſlation, he Ie ee 
with a ſignal abſurdity kk 
eee pe Canis wm um Olds 


| litical Annals, under the head of that province,, - 7 wrt 22 
+ A'Defence of the American Conſtitutions of Ceres, by 


882 Adams, elq; P-. 365. 
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Governor 
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— Hbbdate -4irivell nar (Catolija "in Abpuft! 1695. 


He managed With great prudenet and ſucceeded fo well 
tat the ferrbIiyvored him dh addrefs of thanks. He 


wes ſuececched by:Po/opb43/ots cy wholt ſentiments were 


ſs Mera, tilt, 'Hiough#"diMriter/ he prevailed" with 
the aſſeimbly to ſotthe i 50 l. pe hun upon the epiſcopal 
miniſter of. Charles-rown for ever, and likewiſe to fur- 
nk him wick a good htuſey a Bebe, and two ſervunts. 


79 


A very different ſpirit wrought in che cart of Bath, WWen 


he ſucceeded to the power of palatine, and breame 1701. 


eldeſt proprietary. Being a alot for the chureh of 
England, -he wits armbitieus of eſtabliſhing its w 


government of Carolina a firmilar-principle was at h 
time ww prevalent England. His views were ſecond- 
ed by the pliable? of governor Moor, who was after 
e Jucecsded by Sir Nunb ume Jab. Then che 
aſſembly being cohvened, a Hill was brought in for the 
more eſſectui preſervation of che government, by te- 
quiting a perfons choſen metnbers of the aſſembiy to 


and of excldding — — Fre 


RN 
* 


conform #6 religious Worlhip, and receive the fcriment 


of "tht Lord's ſupper; according 16 the uſage of the 
— "By wg act, all dliffenters were dif- 
qualifed"from fitting inthe aſſermbly, 
elected, and the candidate who had the gren 


church of l and alſo for the erectiñg vr otehes, 


the maintenance Mg 2 e building, of . 


convenient al e acts were afterward 


= 1 oy | 4 * ſigned 


nber 
of voices, after the Uiſqualified diſſenter, ws to De ad- 
mitted. 1 he paffing of this act wus undconſtitutonal 
and oppreſſwe. Mhother bn wir para For Wibliſhing © 
religious worſhip in che — ro" the | 8 
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- ſigned and ſettled by John Lord Granville, then palatine, 
for himſelf and the other proprietors. In conſequence 
of the laſt act, many oppreſſions were committed by 

the government againſt the difſemters ; who labored 

under theſe and other grievances, till the matter at 
length was brought before the houſe of lords, who, 
having fully weighed the ſame, addreſſed the queen in 
favor cf the Crreſinione end che Jens. complained of 

. 7706, were declared dull and void. $24 

"Ab teat thc 
proprietaries finding themicives unable to maintzin it 
againſt the Indians, while theſe were ſupported. by the 


ns. French and Spaniards, reſolved to ſurrender their charter 


to the crown. One- eighth of the province belonged to 
Lord Carteret. The proprietors of the other ſeven- 
cighths were to receive for their ceſſion 17,5001. to- 
gether with 3000 l. more, due to them from the province 
on account of outſtanding debts. The ſurrender and 
payment was confirmed by a Britiſh a& of parliament, 
| wherein was a clauſe, reſerving alway to John Lord 
all ſuch eſtate, right, and title to one · eighth part of the 
ſnare of the ſaid provinces or territories, and to one- 
eighth part of all arreats, as was his due, After paſſing 
| to encourage this colony, and Robert Jobmſem, elq; was 
appointed governor, and continued fuch till he died in 
1735. 1735 ; in which year Carolina was divided into two co- 
lonies, North and South, mme 
1 
e ee. „ax. es 


AM d twin fo x. 
© Penyſylvania and the Deltfware. Counties next demand 
out attention Mr: # lam Pens, one of the joint pur- 
 thiſersof the weſtern part of the Jexſtys, having received 


the moſt exact inſorrpaxion of the country to the weſt- 


ward of the Delaware, while engaged in the adminiſtra- 


r e r 
mne 


Be e Gee fl in le, Gali 1680, 


not only his relationſhip to the late Admiral; but tliat 
he was deprived of a debt due from the, crown, when 


the exchecquer was, hut. He prayed for à grant of 


lands, lying to the northward of Maryland and weſt: 
ward of the Delaware; and added, that, by-his intereſt, 


he ſhould be able to ſettle a province which might, in 


time, repay his claims. Having the proſpect of ſucceſs, 
he copied from the charter of Maryland the ſketch of 
a patent whieh in November was laid before the attorney- 
general ſor hls opinion. Penn had the ſame object in 
| g a W * er 
both were very inconvtnient. The attorney - general de- 
clared the clauſe of exemption from taxation illegal: 
and chief juſtice North, being of the fame opinion, and 
obſerving its tendency, added the ſaving of the authority 
of the Engliſh parliament, ſo that it was ſtipulated: by 
the king, for himſelf and his ſuceeſſors, that no cuſtom 
or other contribution ſhall be laid on the inhabitants or 


their eſtates, unleſs by che conſent of. the proprietary, or 


governor and aflemblyy ar eee 


The next year che patem was graizeds in-conlideragiqn 00. 
Purpoſ of 


of * the meriw of the father, and die good 
the ſon; in order * 1 


Vor. I. g Wd 


- 
= 
* 
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promote uſeful commodities.” It was. provided by fit 
' clauſes, that the ſovereignty. of the king ſhould be pre- 
ſerved ; and that acts of parliament, concerning trade 
and navigation and the cuſtoms, be duly. obſerved. 
Penn was empowered to aſſemble the freemen, dr their 
delegates, in ſuch form as he ſhould think preper, for 
raiſing money for the uſes of the colony, and for making 
uſeful laws, not contrary to thoſe of England, or the 
rights of the kingdom. A duplicate of the acts of the 
aſſembly was to be itted within five years to the 
king in council, and the acts might be declared void 

2 within ſix months, if not approved. 

The novel introduction of the clauſe ſubjecting the 
inhabitants of Pennſylvania to taxation by act of parlia- 
ment, might afford an argument againſt being ſo taxed, 
to all the colonies whoſe charters contained no ſuch 
clauſe. Dr. Franklin being aſked, when examined by 
the houſe of commons, in the time of the ſtamp act, 
« Seeing there is in the Pennſylvania charter, an expreſs 
reſervation of the right of parliament to lay taxes there, 
how could the-afſembly aſſert, that laying a tax on them 
by the ſtamp act was an infringement of their rights? 
anſwered; They underſtand it thus By the ſame 
charter and otherwiſe they are entitled to all the privi- 
leges and liberties of Engliſhmen. They find in the 

_ they are not to be taxed, but by their own conſent : 
they have therefore- relied upon it, from the firſt ſettle- 
ment, that the parliament never would or could, by 
colour of that clauſe, tax them till it had qualified itſelf 


eee * | 


ane ; 
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| tives from the people tq be taxed.” Lou will recollect 


governor Nicholſon's writing in 1698, © a great many 
people in all the colonies, eſpecially in thoſe. under pro- 
prietaries, think that no law of England ought to be 
binding to them without their own conſent ; for they 
fooliſhly ſay, they have no repreſentatives ſent from 
themſelves to the parliament of England.” Ip. 43.-] ] 

The Pennſylvanians, it may be noted, were not de- 
clared by the patent to be Engliſh ſubjects. There was 
no expreſs ſtipulation, a had been inſerted in all 
other colonial patents, that the Pennſylvanians and 
their deſcendants ſnould be conſidered as ſubjects born 
within the realm; for the lawyers who reviſed it, con- 
ſidered ſuch declarations as nugatory, ſince they were 
inferred by law *. If the right of the Engliſh parlia- 
ment to tax the colonies could alſo have been inferred 
F 
conſidered likewiſe as nugatory? 5 

RRR 
with a ſmall emigration, in order to take poſſeſſian af 
the country, and prepare it for a more numerous colony. 
Cate was taken to order an humane attention to the 
rights of the Indians, 


The frame of government for Pennſylvania was 0 1682. 


liſhed in April. It was forced from the proprietary b7 
friends, who would not have ſettled his country; wales 
gratified in whatever they demanded. Jt underwent a 
_ Gmilar fate with the conſtitutions of Locke; and after 
a variety of alterations, was at length wholly laid aſide, 
and a ſimpler form eſtabliſhed, * As a to the 
frame, there was publiſhed, in the fubſequent: May, a 


E Pennfybrania. | 
2 3 ' body 
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e upon in England by the adven- 
turers, which was intended as a great charter; and does 
honor to their wiſdom as ſtateſmen, to their morals 


as men, and to their ſpirit as coloniſts. 


Mt. Paw deſirous of carrying tis region foutwrerd to 
the Cheſapeak, was continually ſoliciting the duke of 
Vork, for a grant of the Delaware colony.” The prince 
at length wearied out, conveyed in Auguſt the town 
of Newcaſtle, with a territory of twelve miles round; 
as alſo that tract of land extending ſouthward from 
it upon the Delaware to Cape Henlopen. It was 
known to both parties, that the title of what was now : 


granted was extremely exceptionable, as the duke could 


transfer no other right than mere occupancy in oppoſi- 
tion to tho legal claim of Lord Baltimore. Penn, how- 
ever, who was intent on his own intereſt in thoſe parts, 


| immediately aſſumed the powers of juriſdiction. 


When, for the firſt time, he arrived on the banks of 
the Delaware, October the 24th, he found them inha- 


|  bired by 4000 perſons, compoſed of Swedes, Dutch, 


Finlanders, and 'Engliſh. Not only his own coloniſts, 
but the reſt, received him with joy and reſpect. He 
was accompanied thither by about 2000 emigrants, 


who being either quakers or other diſſenters, wiſhed to 
enjoy their peculiarities and religion, in a country that 


offered a peaceful afylum to the perſecuted. Mr. Penn 
immediately entered into a treaty with the Indians, and, 


_ "agreeable to the biſhop of London's counſel; purchaſed 


from them as much of the ſoil as the circumſtances of 


the colony required, for a price chat gave them ſatis- 


ſaction: he alſo ſettled with them a very kind correſ- 
| pondence. In December, he convened the firſt aſſembly 


art 
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at Cheſter, confiiiac of Sventy-rwo-delegates frona the 
ſix counties, into which they had divided Pennſylvania 
and the Delaware colony, ſoon after denominated the. 

territories. The inhabitants propoſed that the deputies = 
might ſerve both for the provincial council and general 
aſſembly ; three out of eyery county for the former, and. 
nine for the latter. Their propoſals were paſſed by the 
aſſembly without heſitation into an act of ſettlement. 
The perſons returned were declared to be the legal. 
council and aſſembly, and every county was empowered. ' 
to ſend the ſame number in future, which in the fame 
manner ſhould conſtitute the legiſlature ; and after the 
addition of a few other explanations, the modified frame, 
of government was ſolemnly recogniſed and accepted, 
Then an act was paſſed, annexing the territories to the. 
province, and communicating to the one the ſame pri- 


vileges, government, and laws, as the other already . . 


enjoyed. Every foreigner who promiſed allegiance to 
the king, and obedience to. the proprietary, was at the 


fame time declared to be a freeman, and entitled to his 2 
rights, By the legiſlative. regulations, eſtabliſhed as = 


fundamentals by this aſſembly, factors who 
their employers were to make ſatisſaction and one-third. 
over not only the goods, but the lands of the debtor 
_ were ſubjected to the payment of debts—evyery thing 
which excited the people to rudeneſs, cruelty, and irre- 
ligion, was to be diſcouraged and ſeverely punjſhed-—no 
- perſon ackhowledging: one God, and living peaceably | 
in fociety, was to be moleſted for his opinions or 
practice, or to be compelled to frequent or maintain 
bo e ee It was a principle of the great 
charter, * that children ſhall be taught ſome uſeful 

| G 3 | trade, 
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trade, to the end that none may be idle, bur the poor 
may work to live, and the rich, if ag Sa 1; pp Poor, 
an Hot Wall © | 

Penn, diffatisfied with the act of ſettlement, nor 
difficulty created a ſecond frame, agreeing partly with 
the firſt, modified according to the att of ſettlement in 
certain particulars, and in ſome meafure eſſentially dif- 
ferent frorm both: to which he procured the affent of 
the next aſſetnbly, in 1683; bur which. in time ſhared 
the fate of the former. | | 


| 260. © He departed for Eiglind. The mot elent m 


ſenſions followed almoſt inſtantly upon it, the provincial 
council and the afſembly contending eagerly with regard 
to their mutual privileges and powers. Tranquility was 
not feſtored” by” the depiity governor Blackwell, who 


entered upon his government in December 1686868. 
1685. Toward che eloſe of this year Mr. Penn obtained a 


new grant of the . Thich ke had been 
ſohititing Wr Bene tie: 


1688, The PariMvatifans and Gee ier ahi Blickwelt - 


emered' pon his àdminiſtration, were ſo much engaged 
in their own conteſts and purfuits, and fo actuated by 


the principles of rheir ſaperior the proprletary, whoſe 
dttachrrents to James II. during thoſe days are well 


Known] that they ſeem to have diſregarded that ſignal 


revolution Which transferred their allegiance and Penn- 


want to the prince and princeſs of Orange: for the 
very laws and government of the province were ad- 
miniſtered in the name of the abdicated monarch, 


after William aud Mary had been formally prodlai 
in der eee, F 


AN IAN MFV fox. 
Alk is 4 Ungülarry in the hiſtory of this province, that 
neither its various" fyMenis,” nor ie "Fufidamhental laws, 
nee diflent 6r approbe- 
tion, though ſtrongly enforced'®. 0-188 579 t 
eee eee e, 
that he was confidered as an inveterate enemy to the 
proteſtant eſtabliſhment; and was for ſome time excepted 
out of the acts of grace publiſhed by Wilkarm and 
Mary; who appointed colon Fleteber,by- the fame 
comtmiſſion; governor both of Ne. Yotk and Pennſyl- 
varia. In the commiſnon no manner of regard ſeems 
to have been had to the original charter. But when | 
the"alembly met," Hough foxteen ſhort in number to 
what had been befor& uſual, through the change made in 
the writs, they paſſed à vote, nem. con. © That the laws 
of this province, which were in force and practice before 
the "arrival of thus prefent governor, are ſtill in force : 
and chat the aſſembly have a right humbly to move the 
governor for a continuation or confirmation of the ſame.” 
That and ſubſequent aſſemblies ſhowed fuch'a fixed" de- 
termination to ſecure their rights, that neither governor  _Þ 
nor lieutenant governor” could ym. Brag ae wx 
In 1696 Peng lar W in Wen Wer U 5654 
court of England, chat he was reſtored to his right of 
naming a governor: and in the beginning of 1700 he 1700. 
went to Pennſylvania in perſon- After the meeting 6f 
ſeveral aſſemblies, he convened one in September 1701, 170 
and informed them of the indiſpehfable neceſtiey hqe Wis 
under of going to England, to dbvitte forte iir offices 
done by His and their enemies with the gbvttlibiete 
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there; 
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does not accord with that general liberty which ought 
0 prevail in national communities, now that the exiſt- 
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there; but offered to do every thing that was in his 
Power to ſecure, to them their privileges and properties, 
Pe aſſembly, in their anſwer, expreſſed their diſſatis- 
©  faftion at the ſtate of both, and required further ſecur 
kity; to which he gave evaſive anſwers, but offered to 


leave the nomination of the deputy governor to them 
ſelves: Ne it, and aue e e 
of privileges. 

This — A FREY a—— of 


the province, and thoſe of the territories ; the latter in- 


| fuſed bythe others, made them withdraw from the meet- 
ing, and it required all che authority and addreſs of | 


the proprietary to make up the breach. At laſt, after 
great heart · burnings on both parts, juſt when Mr. Penn 


7 


ſented to him, and being ratified by him, became the 


rule of government in Pennſylvania. By this important 


charter liberty of conſcience 1s granted; and all chriſti- 


ans, of whatever denomination, taking the proper gaths 
of allegiance and fidelity, are enabled to ſerve the go 
vernment, either Jlegiſlatively or executively. The ex- 
cluſion of all perſons from the legiſlatiye and executive 
| brknches, however eminently qualified, and well behaved 


as members, of civil ſociety, unleſs they are chriſtians, 


ence of all theocracy is ended hy the introduction of 


de kingdom of Chriſt The piety of the theoriſt, and 


dhe ſubtilty of the politician, deſirqus of ſecuring the 
may n. the excluſion into 


written 
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written or printed agreements, but cannot eſtabliſh. a 
Practical excluſion of perſons oppoſed to chriſtianity. 
He muſt be both ſimple and uninformed, who will not 
admit, that many deiſts have ſerved the Pennſylvania 
Cr 
executive. 

'By.zhe ſecond. article. of the charter it is provided, 
that an aſſembly ſhall be yearly choſen by the freemen, 
to conſiſt of four perſons out of each, county, or of a 

number, if the governor and aſſembly ſhall ſo 
agree, on the iſt of October for ever, and ſhall fir on 
khe lath following, with power to chooſe a ſpeaker and 
other their officers, and be judges of the qualifications 
and elections of their own, members ; ſhall ſit upon their 
own adjourpments, prepare bills, impeach criminals, and 
redreſs grieyances; and ſhall poſſeſs all other powers and 


privileges of an aſſemhly, according to the rights of the 


free · born ſubjects of England, and the cuſtoms obſerved 
in any of the king's plantations in America. If any 
county or counties ſhall negle& to ſend deputies, thoſe 
who meet, provided they are not fewer in number than 
wo thirds of the whole, nne 
repreſentatives of the province. 

By the ce;ghth article, 1 
is to deſcend to the next heirs, as if the deceaſed had 
died a natural death: nor is the governor to be entitled 
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$0, any forfeicure, if à perſop ſhall-be killed by caſualty * 


or. accident. The ſame article provides, that no act, 
law, or ordinance whatſoever, ſhall at any time here: 
be made, to alter or diminiſh the form or effect of this 


charter, or of any part of it, without the conſent of 
Ad Da and fix parts in ſeven 


* 


dy che territorjes; and affiirs*ftood in this 
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of the affembly mer—that the firſt article, relating to 
fiberty of conſcience, ſhall be kept without any alrera- 


tion inviolably for ever—and that William Penn, for 
kimſelf, Ec. does ſolemnly declare, that neither he, Ec. 
ſhall do any thing whereby the liberties, in this charter 
contained, nor any part thereof, ſhall be infringed; and 


Ahnen e 


thereto, it ſhall be held of no effect. 

This new conſtitution Anse yredily Rot the ori- 
ginal. The governor might nominate his own council, 
and he was left ſingle in the executive part of the go- 
vernment, and had liberty to reſtrain the legiſlative, by 
refuſing his afſent to their bills. The afſenbly, on the 
other hand, acquired the important privilege of pro- 
pounding laws, as well as of ainending or rejecting 
chem; — — — 


Actepred by the province; it was unanimouſly v0 


ſtate when the proprietary ſalledd for England. THE re- 
preſentatives of the province arc thoſe of the terfitories 
divided, and ated" as two diſtinct books: and e at. 
tempts to unite them proved ineffectual. h o 
The territories conſiſted” of tlie FD Ne 
eaftls, Rant, and Suſſex on the Delaware, a re m 


monly known by. the numme of dle tires Lower Counties 
| on the Delaware, FIYYJY If 1 S7 


Notwithſtanding Nr. Penn is celebrated as the wiſeſt 
of legiſlators," che aſſembly, about che year 1704, unani- 
mouſly came to nine reſolutions, in which they complain 


— with great grief of him, for undermining his own 


foundations; "ant! by a ſubtle evitrivance, laid deeper 
pd ending + way 
to 
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06 y unde the iel of ſetllement, and LOVE his ccchd 


charter „. He was likewiſe charged with haying ex- 


tofred from the province great furns of money. They 
complained. alſo of the abuſes of ſurveyors, the'clerks 


G US eur, ddl Juſtices of the place, Gib, Bey Ad, 


vere ul put in by che proprietary, ſo thut he became 
Hg on judge in his own cauſe Theſe and other mat- 
ters were the Heads of a repreſentation, or rather femon- 
ſtränce, drawn up and ſent to Mr. Penn chen in Eng- 
fand, in Which he is repreſented as in oppreſlor, and as 
falſtfying Dr f  0 with the pro- 
Huai f. 1 
The Ait hich bien Mentha e 
augmentedl by the temperanct of thequakers theniſelvyrs, 
who, notwirhitatiding all their 2ealforkbetty of eoniſtience, 
pefſecttell, Aout or Hoon after 1694, George Keith 
(who had been one of their moſt fumous preachers) upon 
his totifortiithy to the church cf England; and went o 
far as to throw him into priſün. They apolagiztd for 
heir conduct by pleadifg, that hey did not pühith Him 
for his religious principles, bot for having inftilted the 
civil government F. If this was a'good plea, the New 
Englanders might gain great advantages from it, in 


vindicating thernfelves as to many of the ſeverities they = 


ptactiſed upon the quakers, who inſulted their civil go- 
rernments, beyond whit will be eaſfly credited by thoſe, 
who have not had the opportunfty of knowing the tranſ- 
ations of that period, or are Tiot_acqualtired with the 
ibuſfve language el Wide of the then leaders of that 


res: it han — Unliderka 
Hittoty, Vol, XII. b. 29. 7 76þ/ f d . 2007 | 
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1732. In 1732 a number of — 9 — 98 the vaſt 
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Jenomination=—language which the body of modern 
quakers will not vindicate. 
I only remains to give # conciſe account ofthe ſte. 


ment of (Georgis. 


benefit that might ariſe from the tract of land lying be- 
tween - the Savannah and the river Alatamaha, pe- 
titioned the king for a charter, which was accordingly 
granted on the ninth of June, They meant, that the 


country ſhould be made a bulwark for the ſouthern co- 


lonies againſt the Spaniards; and ſhould give employ- 


- ment to numbers of people, who were burdenſome at 


home to their friends and pariſhes. The charter con- 
ſtituted them a corporation, by the name of truſtees for 
eſtabliſhing a colony, by the name of Georgia, including 
the country from the moſt northern ſtream of the Sa- 
vannah, to the moſt ſouthern ſtream of the Alatamaha. 
The corporation was to ſubſiſt for 21 years ; and after 
e e of. Fe tera. the gomeraar, ani oft fffcers 


were to be appointed by the crown...  - 


Toward the end of Auguſt Sir Gilbert eee 


Fr 


after his example, contributed largely toward the under- 
taking, as did great numbers of the nobility, gentry, 
clergy, and others; and the parliament granted 10,000). 
By the beginning'of November, about a hundred and 
fixteen coloniſts preſented themſelves, moſt of them la- 
boring people; and were furniſhed with working tools 
of all kinds, ſtores, and ſmall arms, Mr. Oglethorpe, 
one of the- * attended tho firſt ſer of 


3 | emigrants 
3 $*: 18 4 | | ; 
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cs Cling where dey ed in he att 


93 


on the 15th of January following. The Carvlinians 1733. 


made them a preſent of 100 breeding cattle, beſides 
hogs, and twenty barrels of rice ; and furniſhed them 


vith a party of horſe and with ſcout boats, by the help of 


which they reached the Savannah, where Mr. Oglethorpe, 
ten miles up the river, pitched upon a ſpot for a town; 


and on February the gth the building of the firſt houſe 


commenced. The coloniſts were moſt generouſly aſſiſted 
by the Carolinians and their governor, Colonel Bull, 
not only with their purſes, but their labor, in raiſing 
Mr. Oglethorpe was waited upon by a numerous depu- 
tation from the Lower Creek nation, with whom 
he concluded a treaty; and ſoon after ſat out for 
Chatles-town on his return to England, where he ar- 


and a war captain. But before the end of March this 
year, more emigrants to the amount of fix hundred, were 
either ſent over by charity, or went at their own expence. 

On the 3oth of October the Indians-embarked for 
their own country, having had an allowance while in 


London of 201. a week, of which they ſpent little, as 


they commonly eat and drank at the tables of perſons 
of the higheſt diſtinction. They moreover- received 


number of Saltzburghers, being German proteſtants, 


who, with others of their countrymen that followed, N 


ſettled on the Savannah a town they: called Ebenezer, 
and which by their habits of induftry and ſobriety ſoon 
became conſiderable. The Georgians made a forprifing 


3 © progreſs 


preſents to a very conſiderable amount. They em- 
barked at Graveſend in a ſhip which carried over 4 


> 


rived in 1734, bringing with him ſeveral Indian chiefs 1734. 
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progreſs in clearing their lands and building their 
houſes ;. and, ay an encouragement, the Britiſh parlia- 
ment granted them a ſupply of 26,000 /. which, with 
very great private , donatipns, was expended upon 
ſtrengthening the ſouth part of Georgia, This being a 
upon the highlanders, of Scotland, 160 of whom went 
1735. Over in 1735, ſettled themſelves upon Altamaha river, 
and gave the name of Darien to a fort they built there, 
nene 


Inverneſs. ä 
1736. In . 
ſengers on board two ſhips, anchored in the road of 
Savannah. amn 


2737. A wiede en g ſubſiſting berngen the courts of 
London and Madrid, and advice being ſent from South 
Carolina to Britain, that the Spaniards at St. Auguſtine 
and the Hayannah were making preparations for attack - 
ing Georgia, the government, at the requeſt of the 
truſtees, ſent thither a xegiment of 500 men, any of 
whom at che end of ſeven years might have a regular 
diſcharge, and be entitled to a grant of twenty acres of 
land. The parliament this year granted the colony 
- pogther ſupply of 20,000 /. which enabled the truſtees 
i ſerd wer 4 fu en e See No. 
teſtants. it mo: ten 18 hat 
On er backing aut gf the b beben England 
and Spain, Mr. Qglethorpe, being inveſted with a gene- 
Fl mad, proceeded with. a body of trogps to at- 
cack St. 8 nn 
alone 


1 
3 000 6 1 Mad. 1207 1H) 2 [TE 
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In 1742 Georgia was invaded by about 5000 Spaniards 1942. 


and Indians from St. Auguſtine, in about fifty veſſels 
of various kinds, who were repulſed by the general at 
the head of the Engliſh forces, and a ſmall body of 
Indians. Had the Spaniſh deſcent proved ſucceſsful, 
the Carolinians muſt have been in imminent danger: 
but the general's good conduct ſecured them, and he 
received congratulatory letters of thanks from ſeveral of 
the American governors, for his great and important 
ſervices *. 6, e 21 4002 det nears 1 * 

On the review of what you have read, you will note, 
that the coloniſts were very early in declaring, that they 
ought not to be taxed, but by their own general courts, 
and that they conſidered ſulyeftion to the acts of a pare 


liament in which they had no repreſentatives from them 
ſelves, as a hardſhip—that like true born Engliſhmen, 


when grievouſſy oppreſſed. by governors or others, they 
reliſted, depoſed, and baniſhed; and would not be 
quieted till grievances complained of were redreſſed 
and that not a colony, Georgia excepted, was ſettled at 
the expence of gaverament., Toward the ſettlement of 
the laſt, nn nnen 
periods. 


2 va Xt. 5. 63. 1765. 
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1 
tranſactions ſubſequent to the glorious revolution. 
VU pon information of the acceſſion of William and 
Mary; theifere ir New: Tonk ots ized by the rubble, | 
ſovereign. On this occaſion, Jacob Leiſler placed him- 
_ {elf at the head of the inſurgents; and notwithſtanding 
che proteſt of the council, poſſeſſed himſelf by force of 
à letter tranſmitted by king William to the lieutenant 
governor, or to ſuch as for the time execute the law, 
rity of governor. He convened two ſeſſions of aſſembly 
in 1690, Which - paſſed various laws. But colonel 
Sloughter, who had been appointed governor in Auguſt, 
1691. 1689, arriving in March, 1691, Leiſler was made pri- 
ſoner, and, with others, condemned for treaſon and 
murder: he and his principal adviſer were executed. A 
legal general aſſembly was now convened. The pre- 
1 caution taken in the declaration and bill of rights, by 
1 the convention and parliament, to ſtate the claims of 
. Engliſhmen, might naturally induce the Yorkers to pro- 
poſe ſomewhat ſimilar for themſelves, had there been no 
| q prior propenſity to that buſineſs, But the prevailing 
l 1 | = opinion 
=_ nor ie 
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opinion of the coloniſts naturally dictated to them the 


Tork general aſſembly paſſed an act, declaring what 


are the rights and privileges of their majeſties ſubjects 
vithin, the province.” The law enacts, „ That the ſu- 


preme legiſlative power and authority under their ma- 
 jeſties, ſhall for ever be, and reſide in a governor and 
council appointed by their majeſties, their heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors; and the people by their repreſentatives met and 


convened in general aſſembly.” It further enacts, * That 


no aid, tax, tallage, &c. whatſoever, ſhall be laid, aſſeſſed, 
levied, or required, of or on any their majeſties ſubjetts 
within the province, &c. or their gates, upon any manner of 
colour or pretence whatſoever, but by the at} and cmſent of 
the governor and council, and repreſentatives of the people, 
in general. aſſembly met and convened.” This memorable 
act was a virtual declaration, that the inhabitants of the 
colony had a right to be repreſented in aſſembly, and 

enjoyed it not as a privilege,” *through the 8 
crown ®, Six years after, in 1697, a negative was put 
upon the act, probably by the regency, while the king 
was abſent, which was from April the 26th, to the mid- 


dle of November, when he recurned after the peace of 


Ryſwick was ſettled. 


9 


ſeizing of the preſent. favorable opportunity. The New 


The, Maſſachuſetts petitioned for a renewal of their 


former charter, but it could not be obtained ; and'many 


reaſons were aſſigned for not granting it; among the 


reſt, its giving them no power to lay taxes and raiſe mo- 


ney, eſpecially on inhabitants not being of che compa- 
ny, and on ſtrangers coming to or trading with them. 


en delinquency Fol: be 
6 Sn 
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1 ir of eint fatics, iflved againſt their former charter, 
Wis, their having levied mung of the mbabitants. ss 
1691. King William and queen Mary granted a new charter, 
in which Phmoiuh, the Main, Acadia or Nova Scotia, 
and the tract lying between Nova Scotia and the Main, 
wete annexed to and made a part of the Maſſachuſetts. 
It was complained of, as being not much more than a 
"ſhadow of the old; ſeeing that the appointment of the 
1 governor, lieutenant governor, ſecretary, and all the 
| officers of the admiralty, was veſted in the crown; that 
the power of the militia was wholly in the hands of his 
| majeſty's governor as captain general; that all judges, 
=. Juſtices, and ſheriffs, were to be nominated by the go- 
| vernor with the advice of. the council; that the gover- 
nor had a negative upon the choice of counſellors ; that 
| all laws enacted by the general aſſembly, were to be ſent 
| home for the royal approbation or diſallowance; and 
| that 'no laws, ordinances, elections, of acts of govern- 
| ment whatſoever, were to be of any validity, without 
| | the conſent of the governor ſignified in writing. The 
L new charter, however, conferred on the inhabitants a 
—_ number of very important privileges, and was to be pre- 
1 ferred to the old in many reſpects. They were informed 
by the beſt civilians, that their religious liberties were 
W | for ever ſecured; and that they could be touched by no 
= - tax or law,” bit of their own making ; which had a good 
s „ RT OR" Oc WAN 5 Bk 
they objetted. *- 25 
1692. Te litt aft of the Maſſichuſers legillittre, e 
arrival A che charter, was u kind of Magna Charta, aſ- 
ſertiuz and ſetting forth their general privileges, and 
W tallage, 
ae, 
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4ſeffment, cuſtom, loan, benevolence, or impeſiticn uhu... 
ever, ſhall be laid, aſſeſſed; impoſed, er levied an any of bis 
maja „ /ubjetts, or their eſtates, on any pretence whatever, 
but by the a and confwut of the governor, council, aud re- 
frofetatives of the: people aſſembled in general court.” The 
general court paſſed others favorable to liberry,, which 
vere peruſed by the miniſters of England at a diſtant 
period) and with the preceding, diſallowed. of by. the 
regency in 1695. In December the reaſons of this, diſ- 
. ſent were tranſmitted to the governor and council. The 
_ following extract from the letter ſent by the committee 
of plantations is ſubjoined, becauſe of its being ſo ex- 
traordinary and deciſive :; * Whereas, by the. act for ſe- 
curing the liberty of the ſubject, and preventing illegal 
impriſonments, the writ of Habeas Corpus is required 
to be granted, in like manner as is appointed by the 
ſtatute of 31 Charles II. in England, which privilege 
has not as yet been granted in any of his majeſty's plan- 
tations; it was not thought in his majeſty's abſence, 
| that the ſaid act ſhould be continued in farce, and there- 
fore the ſame hath been repealed· 
| The ahove'taweft makes thine nemat alien or mane 
tioning, that the ancient coloniſts being deſtitute of per- 
ſonal. ſecurity, for want of an Habeas Corpus act, were 
in ſome provinces grievouſly oppreſſed. Edward Ran- 
dolph, ſurveyor general during the reign of William III. 
repreſented their condition to the board of trade March 
1700; and among other beneficial regulations, he re- 
commended-,*© That it being, the practice of governors. | 
to impriſon the fubje&s without ball, the Habaay Ce- 
pus act ſhould be extended as fully to the gelanies 25 | | 
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dreſs {ſaid upon the-occaſion, « We the council of Vir- 


ginia acknowledge your majeſt y's. late favor, in allow- 


ing us the benefit of the Habeas Corpus act, and in ap- 


pointing courts of oyer and terminer, for the more ſpeedy 


execution of juſtice, and relief from long impriſon- 
ments.” The lower houſe in theirs, ſaid, © We the bur- 
geſſes now afſembled, do beſeech your majeſty to ac- 
cept our ſincere thanks, for your many favors beſtowed 
on your ſubjects of this colony. We ſhall not pretend 
to enumerate the particulars, nor can we omit menti- 
oning theſe lately communicated to us by your majeſ- 
ty's royal inſtructions to your governor, wherein you 
have aſſerted to your ſubjects their legal rights and pro- 
perties, by allowing them the Habeas Corpus act .“ 

The extenſion of. the Habeas Corpus act to the plan- 
rations by- Queen Anne, appears to have been only by 
inſtructions to the governors, and not by any act of parlia- 
ment. By what prerogative could ſhe extend that act 
to the coloniſts, were they not before entitled to its be- 
nefit ? If entitled, ir was unjuſt in any power to deny 
them the advantage of the act; and the royal favor 
to the Virginians conſiſted folely in the queen's aſſerting 


to her ſubjetts their legal rights and properties, (as the bur- 


*geſſes expreſſed themſelves) by giving ſuitable directions 


og the buſineſs. © The high ſenſe of colonial liberty ex- 


+hibited” by the Turk and Maſſachuſetts general courts, 
was oppoſed by the Engiih government. , 


16967 © Air act was paſſed by che parliament, declaring that 


All laws, bye-laws, uſages and cuſtoms, which ſhal} 
bein praffice in any of the plantations, Cr to 
* © Chinn Political Anna B 
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any lau made or to be made in this kingdom relative 


i to the ſaid plantations, ſhall be void and of none effect. 
There might be no deſign on the part of the miniſ- 


try of taxing any of the colonies; but about 1696, a 1696. 


pamphlet was publiſhed, recommending the laying a 
parliamentary tax on one of them. It was anſwered by 
two others much read; which totally denied the power of 
taxing the colonies, becauſe they had no repreſentation 
in parliament to give conſent. No anſwer, public or 
private, was given to theſe pamphlets ; no cenſure paſſed. 
upon them; men were not ſtartled at the doctrine, as 
either new, or illegal, or derogatory to the rights of 
parliament *. 

Though the parliament. might not then claim the 
right of taxing, they claimed the right of puniſhing diſ- 
obedience to their laws, with the loſs of charter privileges, . 


In the 11th of William III. an act was paſſed for the trial 1699. 


of pirates in America, in which there is the following 
clauſe, © Be it further declared, that if any of the ge. 
vernors, or any perſon or perſons in authority there, ſhall 
refuſe wo yield obedience to this ali, ſuch refuſal is hereby 
declared to be a forfeiture of all and every the charters. 
granted for the grverament ar propriety of ſuch planta-. 
yon,” 
Severity is ſtamped upon the very face of the att, in 
making the diſobedience of a governor, the forfeiture of 
2 charter, meant to ſecure the liberties of thouſands, 
D ee ee Fs WEEN 
ſuch diſobedience. The proprieties and charter colo- 
nies were ſo diſinclined to admit of appeals to his ma: 
je in council, and wee df 9, thirlt alter in» 
: * Lord Camden's ſpeech in April 1966. 1/04 
5 * 1 depen» 


— 


Int HISTORY Of THE " - 

dependence, that thefe ang other objeXtions againſt them. 
1701, were laid before the parliament, and a bill thereupon 
brought into the houſe of lords for re- uniting the right 

of goyernmeht'in thoſe colonies to the crown : but bet- 

ter eouncils prevailed, and matters were left unaltered. 

Some are for gas a precedent for che parlament“ 
raiſing a reyenue from the colonies, what was paſſed in 

1710, 1710, viz, „An at for eſtabliſing a general poſt- 
office for All her majeſty's dominions, and for ſettling a 
weekly fam out bs the revenues thereof, for the ſervice 

of the war and other her majeſty's occaſions,” By this 
act the poſtage of England, Scotland, Ireland, and 
America were conſolidated, to the end, that a general 
poſt-office might be. eſtabliſhed through Great Britain 
and Ireland, her colonies and plantations in North Ame- 
rica and the Weſt Indies, im her other dominions, 
in ſuch manner as might be moſt beneficial to the peo- 
ple; and char the revenue ariſing from the faid office 
might be heiter improved. Phe conſolidation made a 
riew act neceſfaty j and afforded the opportunity of ad- 
yancing the rates of letters. The weekly ſum amounted 
td 7001, and was to be paid out of the revenue for 32 
years : dle payment was made perpetual in the third 
your of her ſucceſſor, haying been, ſoon after | 
| propriared by another act toward paying off, with in- 
at Ax per cont. the principal of 2,602,2001. which 

overnineht borrowed of the public. By the act, the 

poſt- riders carrying the mall, were; exempted from pay- 
4 25 for the ferries in North America, 
besteck to a penalty of five 
i ib ny ten we win al 
<1" N 4 . What- 
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Whatever power over the colonies, the 
77 
and the ſugar act, paſſed in 1764, will not admit of the 
former's being quoted, with propriety, as a precedent for. 
the latter, The coloniſts. were in no wiſe uneaſy at it, 
and conſidered not the American poſtage in the light of 
an internal tax, deſigned for the raiſing, of a revenue 
from them ; for it was but a few. comparatively wha 
were affected by. it; and theſe were accommodated in 
the conveyance of their letters, received a full equiva- 
lent. for. the poſtage, of them, and were not bound tg 
ſend them, by the public poſt, when, they pegſerred @ 
private conyeyance. 
| In reſpect to. the, readiveſs. of the colagies to. <g- 
operate Wich each other and the mother cqungry, tor 


the general goal, they manifeſted the ſame as Senf 
1 


The Maſſachuſetts genera) court wrote w the fereral er 

governars of the. neighbouring golonics, deſiring them 

to. appoint. commiſſioners. ** to meet, adviſe, and cone 

clude upon ſiütable methods in affiſting each other, far 

che fafery of the whole land.” The governor of New 

Turk was requeſted t9 dg) ths farms. 49 n., and 
adjacent. 

eee ds if of Man. Matar 

Yark, and were tiled a Congrgh, 48 125 


fram the ſollawing in My, 2 
of Oftgher 20. 1693, 70 Nottingham : © 1 _ 
leave further t@ aui vd hp that . 


of New Turk having. wricten unte his xc liency che go- 
Yeznar here, ſignifying his agp ent of 4 Peering. a 
oh 3 Vol. II. p. 74. 
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New York, upon the firſt Wedneſday of this month, of 
commiſſioners from the ſeveral governments of New 

England, Virginia, &c, to concert and agree upon a'cer- 

. tain quota of men and money, for the defence of Albany, 
&c. in obſervance of their majeſties commands; it hap- 

| pened to be at ſuch a time, and under fuch a conjunc- 
ture of affairs here, that no meet perſons could be pro- 

cured to attend that Congreſs.” It does not appear, that 

there was any congreſs between the two periods. It 
may alſo be obſerved, that the firſt was procured at the 

motion of the Maſſachuſetts general court, formed, from 

the neceſſity of the day, upon the vacated charter, be- 
fore a new, one. was granted ; and that the motion ori- 

in the court, from zeal for the comtnon ſafety 

ol the colonies, without any interpoſition of their ma- 


OE. We meet with no congreſs E 
hat was thus 
* 


At the defire of colonel Vatch; there was a eongreſs 

14. Ott. of Teveral governors, with ſome of their council and 
aſſembly, to conſult upon the intended expedition — 
Canada, and de fehle on methods" for ſeevring the 

tiers 

- Bev "The 24 Maſachuſetts Bt 80 Uh at thi Wenn 

31. ol. lieutenant general Nicholſon, adviſed, to a "congreſs 

_ ol her naajeſty's governors, arrended with fuch perſons 


| But though the ondut ofthe Meſs, © in wel 
exortions for NY Ele En 


* - — 2 
— 2 
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able, their behaviour afterward, in" het” ion: 
affair, under governor Shate, was greatly cenſured”... 
ee 
Mute, thoſe powers in matters relitive to the wars Which 
belonged to him by the conſtitution, and to veſt them 
in a committee of the two houſes. They by degrees 
acquired, from the governor and cbuneil, the keys of 
the treaſury; and no monies could be "fled; not fo 
much as to pay an expreſs, without che vote of the Hou 
for that purpoſe ; "whereas, by the charter, all mönles 
were to be paid out of the treaſury; by warrant from 
the governor, with advice and conſent of the council” *_ 
' The miniſtry were greatly offended at the goveriions 
being made uneaſy ; for colonel Sbure was "known at 
court and the offices of ſtate; under the character of a 
very worthy gentleman, of a ſingular good temper; fitted 
to make any people under his command happy. When, 
therefore, they found the contrary in the Maſſachuſetts, 
they concluded, that the people wiſhed to have no o- 
vernor from Great Britain, but wanted to be indepen- 
dent of the crown. The cry of the city of Londin run 
exceedingly againſt them; and a ſcheme, that had been 
I ee 
defatigable * of Mr. Dummer, their then agent. ä 
Their own council at home were obliged to à conifeflion - 
of their illegal proceedings. An explanatory charter 172, 
was prepared, propoſed, and accepted. 1 
accepted, the deſign was to havg ſubmitted to the, con 
fderation of the Brix Legian, „ What fue pro. 
W 
11%; 


.-. | Jtibed den uſual t 
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vaſiogs, af he prevegazive for the future *.” 
ve inſtructions to the feveral 


dee 40 Neem end to-che afſembly, the eftabliſh- 
_ ing of ler ſuitable to the dignity, of their poſt ; but 


the have had always declined complying, prudently ap- 
tom the independency of the goyernor on the people 
over whom he was placed. Theſe inſtructions were re- 
newed when governor Barnet was appointed to the chair, 
who adhering to them, and ſhowing a fixed determina- 
tion not to part with governmental rights, warm diſputes. 


followed between him and the houſe of repreſentatives ; 


n 


whoſe, treatment of him was ſo unwarrantable, that the 
council board, within a week after the affgir, expreſſed 
their concern at the unbecoming and undutiful treatment 
given to his excelleacy, in the meliage of the bout. an 
the ſixth; of December. 

In divers inſtances] they ſhowed fuch a diſpoſition.to 


| encrogch/ upop; the- pracagative, to wrangle, with their 


governors, and to diſpute with the crown, that the mi- 
niſtry, and other perſons in public offices, as is natural 
for thoſe. who look for  ſukmiſſive compliance, were 


much , irritated ; and improved to the utmoſt, all ad- 


. . Genges and jealoulies, were raiſed in the minds of ſame, 
- een an; drager..of the colonies ſetting up for 


vantages to excite prejudices againſt them. 
. It was. ſuggeſted, that they were aiming at indepen- 


„ Hutchinſon's Hitory, Mer net 294, 327. and gov, 
Maffachufetty 
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denten Nevertheleſs, ir was certain that ſuch u 


ſcheme appeared to the whole country, wild and extra. 
vagint ; becauſe of the univerſal - loyalty of che peaple, 


beyond what was to be found in any other part of the 0 


Britiſh dominjons, together with the infancy af the co. 
forms of goyernment, religious rites, © emulatian of 
trade, and, conſequently, their affeQtions ;- ſo that it was: 


not ſappoſable, that they could unite in ſo dangerous 


Py Ss. NG 0 CITING £3413 3 MI. 


enterpriſe 
E gay 
of commons, praying that they might be heard by 
counſel on the ſubject of grievances, the houſe took that 
opportunity of diſcovering. how "jealous it was of the 
kingdom's ſupremacy, and uncontrollable authority over 
the colony: for the commons having conſidered the 
matter, reſolyed ** That the peticion was frivolous and 
groundleſs, a high inſult upon his majeſty's goverament, 
and tending to fbake off the dependency of the ſaid colony 
upon eee and right, they 

i te be Jubjet?. 
9 
ſpedting them, particulariy— The act prohibiting the 
cutting down of pitch and tar trees, not being within a 
ſence or encloſure The act prohibiting- the exportation 
of hats made in the colonies, even from one colony to 
another; and reſtraining all makers of hats from taking 
more than two apprentices at a time, or any for Jeſs than 
ſeven years, and entirely from employing negroes-in the 
bulineſ%—The akt for the more eafy recovery of debu 
e Maſſachuleey Recopds for 1729 and 1731+ Hutehinfon'y fir 
they, Vol, Il. P. 355, 360305 N m 
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wuanted a ſupply. | The operation of the act deſigned 
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in his majeſty's plantations and colonies in America, 
which made houſes, lands, negroes, and other real eſtates 
aſſets for the payment of debts. It was paſſed in 1732, 
upon the petition of the Engliſh merchants trading to 
the colonies, who complained, that in Virginia and Ja- 
maiea, a privilege was claimed to exempt their. houſes, 
lands, tenements, and negroes, from being extended for 
debt: the lords of trade at the ſame time repreſented, 
that the aſſemblies of thoſe colonies could never be in- 
duced to diveſt themſelves of theſe privileges by any 
do tht above acts, na general meaſure. was adopted to 
obtain their repeal. They continued in being; but the 
hatters act was diſregarded ; and methods were deviſed 
for ſelling the prohibited trees, when the neighbourhood 


ſior the benefit of creditors, was too often, as in other 


nin 1533, and laid a duty of nine. pence a gallan on rum, 


- countries, weakened or evaded: by the diſhoneſt debtor. 
Men of principle gave themſelves little concern about 
its exiſtence, as they had nothing to fear from it, and 
knew that the ſame was intended to prevent perſons 
anner. 

The fugar.coloniſts combined together, aud ces 
an act againſt the trade carried on from the Britiſh 
northern provinces to the Dutch and French colonies, 
for foreign rum, ſugar, and molaſſes. The act paſſed 


ſix-pence a gallon on molaſſes, and five pounds on 
every hundred weight of ſugar, that came not from the 
Britiſh Weſt-India iſlands, and were brought into the 

colonies. It was profeſſedly deſigned as a pro- 
n from the foreign iſlands; but N Z 
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It vas found expedient, and for the general benefit, to 


admit of the molaſſes, &c. being moſtly. run into the 
colonies, without inſiſting upon the duties, or making 
frequent ſeizures. The act unhappily produced an ille- 
gal ſpirit of trading; but was continued by fubſequene 
ones down to 1761 ; when the duty on the molaſſes was 


reduced to three-pence, to prevent its being run any 


longer. The act did not appropriate the monies to be 
raiſed by the duties, ſo that when, in length of time, 
there was a ſum in the hands of the receiver worth re- 
mitting, a demur enſued as to the application of it. 
The monies produced by this and other acts, were 
not conſidered as real taxes, either by the colonies or 


the mother country. But ſome perſons wiſhed to have 


taxes impoſed upon them, which would neceffarily pro- 
duce many good poſts and places in America for courti- 
ers; and during the war with Spain, which broke out in 


1739, a ſcheme for taxing the Britiſh. colonies was men- 1739. 


tioned to Sir Robert Walpole. He ſmiled, and faid, 
] will leave that to ſome of my ſucceſſors, who have 
more courage than I have, and are leſs friends to com- 


merce than I am; It has been a maxim with me, dur- 


ing my adminiſtration, to encourage the trade of the 
American colonies in the utmoſt latitude ;z nay, it has 
been neceſſary to paſs over ſome irregularities in their 
trade with Europe for, by encouraging them to an ex- 
tenſtve growing foreign commerce, if they gain 500, 000l. 
Jam convinced, that in two - years "afterward, full 


quer, by the labor and produce of 'this kingdotn, as 
immenſe quantities of every kind of our manufactures 


ꝙ2 increaſe in their foreign, Ame- | 


rican 


25000 l of their gains will be in his majeſty's.exche- 


cd So: A 


„ - wa Ye 
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rican trade, more of our will be wanted. This 

eo tes" 132 ee e CEP IP EI doo 

Had the ſcheme for taxing the tslonies beed attempt- 

ed, it would have occaſioned a ferment, that muſt have 

prevented thoſe exertions in the common cauſe, which 

vere given into by the New Englanders, eſpecially the 
Bur- men, eee eee ee eee ee 
Frequently called. I 
| Wer being declared againſt Spain, a „en of 
troops was made to the Mefſachuſ#tts, and a larger num- 
ber raiſed and embarked on his mazeſty's ſervice than 
was required, of whom, ſcarce one in fifty returned. 

_ 1744+ Upon teceiving the declaration of war with France, the 
general court, then fitting, made immediate provifion for 
raiſing forces for Amapolir in Nova Scotia: they happily 

arrived in ſeaſon, and were the probable means of ſaving 
the country. Divers times afterward, Nova Scotia, when 
attacked by the French, was relieved by the Bay-men:; 
ſio that during that unproſperdus wat, poſſeſſion was 
always kept of it ſor the crown of Great Britain. 
1746. But the moſt important ſervice to be mentioned, is 
douſes to lay themſelves under an oath of ſecrecy ; and 
then communicated his plan of the expedition. A com- 
Ways in deliberating. After mature confideration, /a 
-iyority diſapproved of the propoſal. The report was 

-«ccopitd, and the members of the court laid/aſjdg all 

\thotights of the expedition. By the governor's influ- 

_ ence. probably, a> well as with his 4pprobationy a petition 
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of repreſentatives, praying à re-conſideration of their 
vote, and their agreement to the governor's - propoſal. 
A ſecond committee reported in favor of it. The re- 
port was debated in the houſe the whole day. It is re- 
markable, that Mr. Oliver * fell down, and broke "his 
leg, while going to the houſe, with a full deſign of op- 
poſing the expedition. His preſence would have made 
2 majority, and overſet it; but this accident occaſioned 
his abſence ; and upon the diviſion in the houſe at night, 
the numbers were equal. The ſpeaker, Thomas Hutch- 


ien, eſq; f was called upon to give the caſting vom; 


which he did in favor of it, though he oppoſed it when 


in the commirtee. He was, probably, prevailed upon 


thus to vore, that he might ſecure the favor of the g- 
vernor, and render himſelf the more popular. 


The point being now ſettled, there is an immediate Jan. 
union of both parties ; and all are equally zealous'in '** 
carrying the deſign into execution. Meſſengers are 


diſpatched as far as Pemfylvania, to entreat the junction 
of the ſeveral governments in the expedition. All ex- 
cuſe themſelves, except Cm icut, New Hampybire, and 
Rhode and. The firſt agrees to raiſe 500 men, the 
other two 3oo each. Conneficut and Rhode [land cn 


adi | But the'winter 
W that all kinds of our- door buſinek 


| curied on as well, and with as great diſpatch, as 
any other ſeaſon. The appointment of a genetal ce 
is of the utmoſt conſequence. He muſe be acceptable 


Ne eee Ten. 
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dom a number of merchants was preſenred do the houſe 


Kent alſo, that their colony Hoop. man be employed a 


112 + THE HISTORY, OF TAE 
to the body of: the people; the inliſtment depends upon 
this circumſtance. It is not eaſy to find a perſon, thus 
qualified, willing to accept. Colonel Pepperrell has the 
offer from the governor; but is rather preſſed into the 
ſervice; than engages voluntarily. His example, in quit- 
ing for the preſent, his extenſive mercantile buſineſs; has 
conſiderable: influence; and induces inferior officers; and 
even private ſoldiers, to quit their ſmaller concerns for 
the ſervice of their country, Governor Wentworth, of 
New Hampſhire, offers afterward to take the command 
of the expedition. Two or three gentlemen of pru- 
dence and judgment, are conſulted upon the occaſion, 
by. governor Shirley; who finds them clearly of opinion, 
that, any alteration of the preſent command would be 
attended with the greateſt riſk, of entirely diſguſting both 
the Maſſachuſetts aſſembly and ſoldiers 7. By the efforts 
of a general exertion in all orders of men, the arma- 
Apr. ment is ready, fails, and arrives at Canſo the fourth of 
April. The Bay- men conſiſt of 3,250 troops, excluſive 
of commiſſion officers. The New Hampſhire forces, 
304, including officers, arrived four days before. The 
Connefticut, being 516 incluſive, arrive on the twenty- 
fifth. The 300 Rhode Iianders do not arrive dil the 
Place has ſurrendered. 

Toward the end of the month, commodore Warren 
exxives hin e 
two of. forty ;7 and joins another of forty, which had 
 xeached Cay/o the day before, in conſequence of his or- 
Hers, received while under fail from Porg/mourh in New 
. Hampſhire on her way to Britain. The men of war 
ſail immediately to cruiſe before Laiſſurg. The forees 
- 3 ' Grandfarher .of the preſent Sir William Pepperrell [1787.] . 
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ſoon follow, and land at Chapeaurouge bay the laft day of 
April. The tranſports - are diſcovered from the town 
early in- the morning, which gives the inhabitants the 
firſt knowledge of the deſign. | 

The ſecond day-ufcer hamiagg 400 men thatch round, 
behind the hills, to the north-eaſt harbour, where they 
get about midnight, and fire all the houſes and ſtore - 
houſes, until they come within a mile of the grand bat- 
tery. The clouds of thick ſmoke, proceeding from the 
pitch, tar, and other combuſtibles, prevent the gatriſon's 
diſcovering the enemy, though but a few rods. diſtant. 
They expect the body of the army upon them, and de- 
ſert the fort, having thrown their powder into a well ; 
but the cannon and ſhot. are left, and prove of ſervice 
to the Americans. A party, lefs than twenty, come up 
to the battery the next morning early; and ſeeing no 
ſigns of men, ſuſpect a plot, and are afraid to enter. 
At length, an Indian, for a pint of rum, ventures in 
alone through an embraſure, and diſcovers the ſtate of 
it to the reſt, juſt as a number of French are relanding 
to recover poſſeſſion. The army has near two miles to 
tranſport their cannon, mortars, &c. through a moraſs. 
This muſt be done by mere dint of labor. The hardieſt 
and ſtrongeſt bodies are employed, and the ſervice per- 
formed, agreeable-to the advice of major Ezekiel Gil- 
man of Exeter, who having been uſed to draw the 
maſts over the ſwamps, propoſed making ſieds to put the 
cannon, &c. upon, and then yoking the men together 
for draught. | The men know: nothing of regular ap- 
proaches. They make merry with the, terme, 2igzags 
and epaulements ; and taking advantage of the night, 
"EAI neon rat ond 25 
Vor. I. I While 
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other veſſels, are cruiſing off the harbour, when the 

May weather permits; and on the eighteenth of May, cap- 

18. ture a French ſixty- four gun ſhip, having 360 men on 

board, and ſtores of all ſorts for the garriſon, This 

commodore's fleet eleven by the twelfth of June, con- 

ſiſting of a 64, four of 60 guns, one of 50, and five of 

40. It is given out, that an attack will be made by 

ſea with the ſhips, on the eighteenth, while the army 

do the like by land. Whether a general ſtorm is really 

intended or not, the French ſeem to expect it, from the 

preparations on board the men of war, and do not incline 

to ſtand it. On the fifteenth, a flag of truce is ſent to 

the general, deſiring a ceſſation of hoſtilities, that they 

may conſider of articles for a capitulation. Time is al- 

lowed; but their articles are rejected by the general and 

commodore, and others offered, which are accepted 

by the French, and hoſtages exchanged. The city is 

"_ delivered up on the ſeventeenth. - But as it is a time to 

8 expect veſſels from all parts to Louiſburgb, the French 

| flag is kept flying as a decoy. Two Eaſt India, and 

one South Sea ſhip," of the value of 600,000 J. ſterling, 

are taken by the ſquadron, at the mouth of the harbour, 
into which they undoubtedly meant to enter. 

The weather proved remarkably fine during the ſiege: 
the day after che ſurrender, the rains began and conti- 
nued ten days "inceſſantly, which would undoubtedly 
haye proved fatal to the expedition, had not the capitu- 
lation prevented. It. is not of material conſequence for 
us to determine, whether the land or ſea force had the 

kreateſt lune in the 3 Laſdugh. Neither 

Baile * 1. would 
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would have ſucceeded alone. But there vas certalilly;] 
the ſtrongeſt evidence of a generous, noble, public ſpirit, 
in the New Englanders, which firſt inclined ther to the 
* undertaking, and of a firmneſs of mind in the profe-" 
cution of it; for the labor, fatigue, and other hard- 
ſnips of the fiege, were without parallel in all preceding 
American operations *. The paying of the charges of this 
expedition in 1748, leflens not the merit of the New 


England attempt; for they began it when they had 'no' f 
promiſe; and very little proſpe& of being reimburſed.” 
Had it not ſucceeded, they would not have been reim- : 


burſed, and muſt cherefore have been involved in the 1 
greateſt diſtreſs. - This they foreſaw, and yet cheerfully - 
ran the riſk" for the public ſervice. It would have coſt 
the crown double the ſum paid the New England go- 
vernments, to have ſent an armament from Great Bri- 4 
tain for the reduction of the ſame place. The colonies 
met with a heavy Joſs, not eaſily repaired, in the de- 
ſtruction of the flower of their youth; by camp fevers, 
other ſickneſſes, the hardſhips and diſtreſſes of the ſiege. | 
Of how much importance Loviſburgh was in the opi- , 
nion of the French, appeared from their demanding two | 
hoſtages of the firft one bation hae ae. (need 
ns reſtitution. _ 

Should you hereafter read, © The leading men in the 
government of the Maſſachuſetts, having been guilty of 
ie matpracices, for which hey were in danger f 


e Hotchinſon's Hiftory, Val. II p. 407420, The. be 20» 
count varies from Hutchinſon's, being correted in ſome inftances, 
ſrom a matwiſcript copy of the Hiſtory of the ReduRtion of Louiſburgh, 
ſent by Mr. Mg eee eee 
from information given me, | 1 
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being called to an account, projected the expedition 
againſt Cape Breton, in in order to divert the ſtorm: and 
proving ſucceſsful, the Engliſh nation was ſo overjoyed, 
that they forgot every other idea in the general tranſ- 
port, ſo that the planners and conductors of the expe- 
dition, inſtead of being called to account for former 
miſdemeanors, found themſelves careſſed and applauded” 
believe it not—eſpecially ſhould the writer give © this 
public notice, I build nothing upon the preſent narra- 
tion; and I only offer it (becauſe not corroborated by 
ſufficient evidence) as a probable caſe, and as my own 
opinion .“ Should he be a D. D. you may think it 
would have been well for him to have recollected the 
complaint of Jeremiah, © I heard the defaming of 
many; report, ſay they, and we will report: and fo to 
have been filent on the head of Cape Breton. Should 
you judge it uncharitable to retort upon him; yet you 
may deem it juſt to remind him of his on, do you 
find him uſing ſuch like expreſſions as theſe, As I 
never believed Dr. Franklin in any public matter, ex- 
cepting in his electrical experiments, I was reſolved to 
ſee with my own eyes, whether what he advanced was 
true or not, having a ſtrong ſuſpicion that he fibbed de- 
ſignedly, like Sir Henry Watton's embaſſador, | patrie. 


cauſa 7. 95 

But to return, the year after the reduction of Louiſ- 
burgh, Great Britain entertained the deſign of reducing 
Canada, ; and requiſitions were made to the colonies, 
from New Hampſhire to Virginia inclufive. It was 
REFS, that they ſhould raiſe at leaſt cooo men; 


'- ® See the Poſtſcript of Dean Tucker's humble addreſs, 
+ A | 
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they voted 8200; and the Maſſachyſett's, to the amount 
of 3500, were ready to embark by the middle of July, 
about ſix weeks from the firſt notice. 
expedition was not proſecuted ; this did not lefſen the 
merit of the colonies, in preparing w 
＋—— 

Vos ſooner were the diftreſſes of war cloſed; by the 1748 
renewal of peace; than the coloniſts, particularly of 
New England, were alarmed with the report of an Ame- 
rican epiſcopacy ; which it was the moſt earneſt deſire of 
Dr. "Thomas Secker, late archbiſhop of Canterbury, to 
eſtabliſh. The Doctor, when biſhop of Oxford, in his 
ſermon before the Society for propagating the goſpel, &c. 
« began thoſe invectives againſt the coloniſts: and their 
religious character, which have been unwarily continued, 

and were founded entirely upon miſinformations, and 
miſrepreſentations of intereſted perſons, the miſſionaries 
eſpecially, ho found their account” in abuſing better 
chriſtians than themſelves 4.” This conduct had not 
the leaſt tendency to reconcile them to the project, but 
the direct contrary; and argued a ſecret bitterneſs of 
ſpirit, which promiſed no great moderation, if the ſcheme 
of epiſcopiſing ſucceeded. ' The talk of introducing 
biſhops ints America, was very wurm among che epi. | 
copalians in Connecticut; and it is not an uncharitable - 
conjecture, that it originated from, or was promoted 
by the zeal of biſhop Secker. During the height of 
the converſation, a worthy divine, now at Nhode Iſland, 
FF 


* Hatchinſon's Hiſtory, Vol. II. p. 424+ _ 
+ See. a alleen of letters and en in. favor of public liberty, 
in three vols, printed for Wilkie, Vol, III. p. 34, 42. 
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duce him to turn epiſcopalian, though without effect. 

The coloniſts had reaſon to dread the introduction uf 

epiſcopacy, for it could not be thought, it ſhould come 


unnecompanied with ſuch a degree of civil power, as 
would at length trample upon the rights of other deno- 
minations. An extenſive and united hierarchy, how- 
cer hamed; when armed with civil authority and in 
alliance with ſtate power, is a dangerous engine, if under 
the direction of à crafty politician. The failure of the 
epiſcopiſing project, at this period, might be owing in a 
upon the occaſſon: for which the repreſentatives of the 
Maſſachuſetts · bay returned them their thanks, in a 
meſſage ſigned by the ſpeaker . But though the co- 
lodies were telieved from this cauſe of uneabneſs, they 
1750. were laid under another, by the parliamentꝰ paſſing an 
act, enacting . That from and after the twenty ſourth 
of June, 1730, no mill, or atber engine, far fitting or 
rolling of iron, or any plating forge, to work with a tilt 
bammer, or any furnace fot making ſteel, ſhall: be erect- 
ed ; or, after: ſuch erection, continued in am of bis ma- 
va colatnes im America. Hide 
The nur New Englind bolonies e had bo 
Juſt reaſon” tu coruplain, when the power of parliament 
1757. Paſſed an act. to regulate; and reſtrain paper bills of 
- credit in; ſai governments, and to prevent the ſame 
being legal tenders in payment of money: as they had 
made the act abſolutely neceſſary, that ſo Britiſn cre- 
ditors might be ſecured from; being defrauded by a legal 
tender of a ä _ depreciating Paper Currency. 


\® Se 6 hrt count of th proning of . E P- 9. 
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The year after the peace, a grant of 600,000 acres 
of the fineſt American land, in the neighbourhood: of 
the Ohio, was made out to certain noblernen merchants 


aſſocimtedꝭ under the title of the Ohio Company. .' The 
governor of Canada obtained early intelligence of it; 
- and-was-alarmed-withi the apprehenſion, that a ſcheme 
was in agitation, which would for ever deprive the French 
of che advantage ariſing from the trade withithe Tigb- 
ttpert, and cut off the communication ſo beneficial to 
the colonies of Louiſiaua and Canada. He wrote there - 
fore to the: governors of Ne LTurt and Pennſylvania, 
acquainting them, that the Engliſh traders had en- 
croached on the French territories, by trading with their 
Indians; and that if they did not deſiſt, he ſhould he 
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and others, of«/yfmint#: Lande and fine, bo 


obliged to ſriae them wherever they were found. This 


was the firſt time that eicher French or Britiſh had pre- 


tendled to any excluſive trade with any Indians, or even 


the declared friends and allies of either; for it was ex- 
preſsly ſtipulated by the treaty of Utrecht, that, on both 
ſides, the two nations ſhould enjoy full liberty of going 
and coming among the Indians, of either ſide, on ac- 
count of trade; and that the natives of the Indian coun- 
tries ſhould; with the ſame liberty, reſort as they pleaſed, 


to the Britiſh or French colonies, for the purpoſe of 


trade, without Wnmm aarga oe 
„ — 9 <1 
The Britiſb Indian trade had enn 


withi/Pomflvenia, by the river Suſuebama : 2 great part 
of it was now to be diverted into another channel by the 


Obis company; who by opening a waggon-road through 


WW 8=creek, © 


I 4 1 were 
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were providing for its being carried into Virginia by the 


Patomat. The Pennſylvania traders, jealous of the Ohio 
pany, in ſurveying the lands upon the Ohio, in order to 
their procuring 600,000 acres of the beſt and moſt con- 


venient for the Indian trade. He carefully: concealed 


his deſign from the Indians, who were no leſs ſuſpicious 
and inquiſitive; and being jealous that he meant to 
ſettle their lands, made uſe of threats. They were not 
pacified, till there was delivered to them 'a pretended 
meſſage from the king of Great Britain. The Pennſyl- 
vania traders, actuated by revenge, informed both French 
and Indians, what was the ſervice on which he was em- 
- ployed ; and while he was on his progreſs, in the ſpring 


1751 of 1751, ſome French parties with their Indians, put 


the governor of Canada's menace into execution, and 


1753. ſeized: the Britiſh traders, - who were trading among the 


. Twightwees,' and carried them to a fort they were build- 
ing on the ſouth-ſide of lake Erie. The Britiſh alarmed 
at the capture of their brethren, retired to the Indian 
towns for ſhelter, and the Twightwees, reſenting the vio- 
| lence done to their allies, aſſembled to the number of 
five or ſix hundred, and ſcoured. the woods till they 
' found three French traders, whom they ſent to 
Pennſylvania. The French however, determined to 


perſiſt ; and proceeded to build a ſecond fort, about 


fifteen miles ſouth of the former, upon one of the branches 


of the Ohio, They alfo erected a fort at the conflux of 
the Ohio and Wabache; and thus completed their de- 
ſigned communication between the mouth of the A4. 
ppi and the river e Nothing was done 


- „ „ 
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by che Pennſylvania government, fo that the French 
and encouraged by the little notice taken of their vio- 
lence, ——— en 
. 
C 
nor Dinwiddie of Viginia; and as the Ohio company, 
whoſe exiſtence depended: upon ſtopping the French en- 
croachments and pretenſions on that river, had great 
„ PE PR HHS pps 


of burgeſſes, on the firſt of November, that the French 
had erected a fort on the Ohio, it was reſolved to 
ſend ſomebody to Mr. S7. Pierre, the French comman- 


and to require him at the ſame time, to withdraw his 
forces. Major Waſhington, who was of age only on the 
eleventh of the preceding February, offered his ſervice 
on this important occafion. The diſtance he had to go, 
was more than four hundred miles; two hundred of 
which lay through a trackleſs deſert inhabited by In- 


dans z and che ſeaſon was uncommonly ſevere.  Not- 


attended by one companion only, fat out upon chis has 


zardous enterpriſe, He travelled from Wincheſter . on 


foot; carrying his proviſions on his back. Upon his 
arrival at the place of deſtination and delivering his 
meſſage, the French commandant refuſed to comply, 
denied the charge of hoſtilities, and ſaid that the 'coun- 
try belonged to the king of France; that no Engliſh- 
man had a right to trade 6 


—— having — 8 
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1754. Virginia early in the ſpring of 17954. The Virginians 


now demoliſhed, was their fondling. 
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that, therefore, he would ſeize according to orders, and 
attempt to trade upon the Ohio or any of its branches. 
Before major M aſbington had got back, or the Virgi- 
nians had heard of the French commandant's anſwer, 
they ſent out proper people, provided with materials 
for erecting a fort at the conflux of the Obio and Aonon- = 
gabela, whom he met on his return. After exceflive 
Hardſhips and many providential eſcapes, during his 
long and tedious undertaking, he arrived ſafe at Wil- 
tiam/burgh and gave an account of his negotiation to the 
houſe of burgeſſes, the fourteenth" of February following. 

Ere the Virginians had finiſhed their fort, the French 
came upon them, drove them out of the country, and 
erected a regular fort on the very ſpot where they had 
been at work. The conſent of the Indian warriors had 
not been gained by the Virginians, or they would N 
ſupported the Britiſh againſt the French attack. 
Theſe proceedings of the French galled the Britiſh 
miniſtry. The Ohio company, whole ſchemes were 
They could not 
ſubmit to have their friends ſo treated; and therefore 
no ſooner had they the news, than it was reſolved to in- 
ſtruct the colonies to oppoſe the French encroachments 
by force of arms. The inſtructions were received at 


applied to the other colonies for additional troops. Cap- 
tain James Mackay with his independent company, 
upon'the firſt order, marched with the utmoſt expedi- 
tion from South Carolina to their aſſiſtance. Without 
waiting for two independent companies from New York, 
ho ths likewife ordered to ali them, the Virginians 

reſolved - 
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reſolved by themſelyes with Mackay's company; to 


oppoſe the French encroachments; and ſent off that 
and three hundred men raiſed by the colony, under the 
command of late major, but now colonel Waſhington, 
An engagement enſued between a party of French from 


fort Du Qugſue, whom colonel Waſhington attacked and 


defeated, on the twenty- eighth of May; which put Mr. 


men beſides Indians, and attacking him on the third-of 
July. Waſhington made ſo brave a defence behind 
a ſmall incomplete entrenchment, called fort Meæcgſſcy, 
that Villier ſeeing what deſperate men he had to deal 
wich, and deſirous of ſaving his own, offered him an ho- 


in forming the articles, to throw the blame of the war 
„ ebene e pn hope 
the aggreſſurs. T 


norable capitulation;- but the French officer was careful, 


/ The — ew itedde mids, 


— — — 
point commiſſioners to meet each other. Their lord - 


ſhips deſigned, that there ſhould be a general league of 5 


friendſhip, between all the colonies and the Indians, in 
his majeſty's name. The Maſſachuſetts general court not 
only acceded to the propoſal, but both houſes deſired 


his excellency, governor Shirley, e, to pray his majeſty, April 
that affairs which relate to the ſix nations and their al- 


lies, may be put under ſome general direction as his 
majeſty ſhall think proper; that the ſeveral governments 
may be obliged to bear their proportions of defending 
his majeſty's territories againſt the:encroachments'of the 
Fa na eee 


124 
July. 


RE HISTORY. OF THE + 


A general meeting of che governors and chief men 
from ſeveral of the colonies, was held at Abary. At 
this congreſs, the commiſſioners were unaritmouſly of 

opinion, that an union of all the colonies was abſolutely 
neceſſary for their common defence. The plan was, in 


hort, That a grand council ſhould be formed of 


members to be choſen by the aſſemblies, and ſent from 


all the colonies; which council together with a gover- 


nor general to be appointed by the crown, ſhould be 
empowered to make general laws, to raiſe money in all 


- the-colonies, ſor the defence of the whole.” It was 


in former years, having alone withſtood the whole power 
ol the enemy, unaſſiſted not only by the mother coun- 


drawn up by Mr. Hutchinſon ; was accepted, and ſent 
home. Had it been approved and eſtabliſhed, Britiſ 
America thought itſelf ſufficiently able to cope with the 
French without further aſſiſtance; ſeveral of the colonies, 


try, but by any of the neighbouring provinces. A 
famp act was talked of among the commiſſioners, of which 


number was Mr. (now Dr.) Franklin, one of the three 


| it would affect the ſeveral governments fairly and equally. 

The idea of à ſtamp act had been held out, fo early as 
1739, in two publications drawn up by a club of Ame- 
--- rican merchants, at the head of whom were Sir William 


Keith, governor of 'Pennfylvania, Mr. Joſbua Gee and 
many others. They- propoſed, for the protection of the 
Britiſh traders: among the Indians, the raiſing a body of 


| regulars, to be ſtationed all along the weſtern frontier 


of the Britiſh ſettlements ; and that the expence ſhould 
kn a> amend Theme, A 


paper 
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paper and parchment in all the colonies, to be laid on 
them by act of parliament. The congreſs plan was not 
agreeable to the views of miniſtry ; and another was; 
propoſed That the governors of all the colonies, at- 
tended by one or two members of. their reſpective coun-; 
cils, ſhould aſſemble, concert meaſures. for the defence 
of the whole, erect forts where they judged proper, and: 
raiſe what. troops they thought neceſſary, with power to 
draw upon the Britiſh treaſury for the ſums that ſhould” 
be wanted; and the treaſury to be re-imburſed by a tax 
laid on the colonies by act of parliament.” When you 
are reminded, that the governors and - councils were 
chiefly of the. king's appointing, you will be apt to view 
the ſcheme, as a moſt ſubtile and dangerous contrivance, 
to provide for favorites, to ſap the liberties of the Ame- | 
ricans, and eventually to chain them down to the moſt; 
abject ſlavery. Had the congreſs plan met with the 
countenance of miniſtry, it might have been adopted 
after a while; though of that, it appeared, there could 
be no certainty ; for when the governor laid it before 
the Maſſachuſetts aſſembly in October, the aſſembly de - 
termined, not to give it the leaſt countenance. , The: 
was known to be for the Britiſh patliament's laying the 
tax. It was communicated: by him to Mr. Franklin, 
then at his native place Boſton, who ſoon. returned it 
with a few ſhort remarks, A 


ow Ws 25 Lad 


4 Sis, | D yy ag, Dec. e 


1 mentioned it yeſterday. to your. excellency, as my 
opinion, chat excluding the people of the colonies from 
1 | 3 all 


FI 
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all ſhare in the choice of the grand council, would pro- 
bably give extreme diſſatisfaction, as well as the taxing 
them by an act of parliament,” where they have no re- 
preſentative. In matters of general concern to the peo- 
ple, and eſpecially where burdens are to be laid- upon 
them, it is of uſe to conſider, as well what they will be 
apt to think and ſay, as what they ought to think; I 
. hall therefore, as your excellency requires it of me, 
r ee eee eee 
this occaſion. 
Firſt, ee e ue the 
body of the people in the colonies are as loyal, and as 
firmly attached to the preſent conſtitution and reigning 
family, as any ſubjects in the king's dominions : _ 
That there is no reaſon. to doubt the readineſs and 

1 willingneſs of the repreſentatives they may chooſe, to 
| grant from time to time ſuch ſupplies for the defence of 
| | the country, as ſhall be judged neceſlary, fo far as their 
| abilities will allow : 

{ et eee e e eee 
4 immediawimiſchicls-of invalios; and; congoeth by an 
| | enemy, in the loſs of their eſtates, lives and liberties, 
1 are likely to be better judges of the quantity of forces 
 neceflary to be raiſed and maintained, forts to be built 
4 and fupported, and of their -own abilities to bear the 
# | xpince, than the Tparlamaiciof-England ar fo great « 

| 5 N e eee ©o 
make fortunes, with which they intend to return to Bri- 
„ tain; are not always men of the beſt abilities or inte- 
| * grity / have many of them no eſtates here, nor any na- 

tural connections with us, that ſhould make them hear- 

Fo 12 | * tily 
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tily concerned for our welfare; and might poſſibly be 
fond of raiſing and keeping up more forces than neceſ- 
fary, from the profits accruing to themſelves, and to 
make proviſion for their friends and dependants: 

That the counſellors in moſt of the colonies being 
appointed by the crown, on the recommendation of go- 
vernors, are oſten of ſmall eſtates, frequently dependent 
E ee eee e 
under influence: 

FA 
of a power in ſuch governors and councils, to raiſe ſuch 
ſums as they ſhall judge neceſſary, by draft on the lords 
of the treaſury, to be afterward: laid on the colonies by 
act of parliament, and paid by the people here; ſince 
they might abuſe it, by projecting uſeleſs expeditions, 
haraſſing the people, and taking them from their labors 
to execute ſuch projects, merely to create , offices and 
* e Cn ee eee ee 
profit: 

ee e eames ge 
ſubject to be miſinformed and miſled by ſuch governors 
and councils, whoſe united intereſts might probably ſe- 
e e 
hence: AZ 36 

Thank in. Gngnlad $0-hr 20 pedenberd cighs. of Jars 
mans ee potted eee ee ee eee 
| That the colonies have no ceprſenatives in i 
ment: 

Mae graginy-texing den iu qarliament, and, e. 
fuſe them the liberty of chooſing a repreſentative caun- 
* neee, ape! danficer p08 audge-of 

d | the 
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the neceſſity of any general tax, and the quantum, ſhows 
a ſuſpicion of their loyalty to the crown, or of their re- 


gad for their country, or of their common ſenſe and 


. their conſent; would be rather like raiſing -codtributions 


underſtanding, which they have not deſerved: ; 
That compelling the colonies to pay money without 


e eee e eee ee 
own public benefit: 

That it would be treating them as « conquered peo- 
ple, and nor as true Britiſh ſubjects: 9 

nee 
might eaſily be leſſened, as the occaſions ſhould leſſen; 
but being once laid by parliament, under the influence 
of the repreſentations made by governors, would pro- 
bably be kept up, and continued for the benefit of go- 
vernors, to the grievous burden and di of 
the - colonies, and prevention of their growth and in- 
crenſe';. i 

rd merch the ien 


ſtom one end of the Britiſh and French colonies to the 


other, being a country of at leaſt 1, 500 ſquare miles, 


without the approbation- or conſent of their repreſenta- 
tives firſt obtained, might occaſion expeditions grievous 


and ruinous to the people, and would put them upon a 
footing with the ſubjects of France in Canada, that now 


groan under ſuch oppreſſion. from their governor, who 


for two years paſſed, has haraſſed them with long and 


deſtructive marches to the Ohio: 


That, if the colonies in a body may be well governed 
by govetnors and councils appointed by the crown with- 
out- repreſentatives, particular colonies may as well, or 
better, be © governed: a tax may be laid on them all 
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by act of parliament for ſapport of government, and 
— ee as an e reve 
conſtitution; - 

. ˙ die (MVary phe of tion; 
to be veſted in a grand repreſentative” council of the 
people, even with regard to military matters, are not ſo 
great as thoſe the colonies of "Rhode and and Con- 
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neicut are (entruſted with by their charter, and have 


never abuſed: for by this plan, the preſident general is 
appointed by the crown, and controls all by his negative; 
but in theſe governments, the people chooſe the * 
not and yet allow hum no negative: 

That the (Britiſh + colonies. bordering on the French, 
are properly frontiers of the Britiſn empire; and the 
frontiers of an empire are properly defended at the joint 
expence of the body of the people in ſuch empire. It 
would now be thought hard, by act of parliament, to 
oblige the cinque ports, or ſea coaſts of Britain, to 
maintain the whole navy, becauſe they are more imme- 
diately defended by it; not allowing them at the ſame 
time, a vote in chooſing the members of parliament: 


and if the frontiers in America muſt bear the expence 


of their own defence, it ſeems hard to allow them no 
IAA ee tre nil x6 
ſum, or adviling the meaſures 


n note foraberdifnienies 


the frontiers, the colonies pay yearly great fums to the 
mother country unnoticed ; for taxes paid in Britain, by 
the landholder or artificer, muſt enter into and increaſe 
the price of the produce of land, and of manufaftires 
made of it: W 

Na. K in 
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in the colonies, ham. ho mgm Ht acaded 
the Britiſh taxes. | | 

We we refirained in our trade with foreign-mations ; 
and where we could be ſupplied with any manufafture 
cheaper from them; but muſt buy the ſame dearer from 


+ Britain, the difference of price is a clear tax to Britain. 


We are obliged to carry great part of our produce di- 


rectiy to Britain; and wherein the duties there laid upon 


i leſſen its price to the planter, or it ſells for 1e6 than 
it would in foreign markets, the difference in a tax. paid 


to Britain. 
Some manufactures we could make, but are forbid len 


and muſt take of Britiſh merchants; e cabal 
theſe is a tax paid to Britain. 
By our greatly increaſing the demand atone; 


tion of Britiſh manufactures, their price is conſiderably 


raiſed of late years: their advance is clear profit to Bri- 
tain, and enables its people better to pay great taxes; 
and much of it being paid by us, is a clear tax to 
- In ſhort, as we are not ſuffered to regulate our trade, 


and reſtrain the importation and conſumption of Britiſh 


ſuperfluities, (as Britain can the conſumption of foreign 
ſuperfiuities) our whole wealth centres finally among the 
merchants and inhabitants of Britain; and' if we make 
chem richer, and enable them better to pay their taxes, 


it is nearly the ſame as being taxed ourſelves, and! 


equally beneficial to the crown. Theſe kind of ſecon- 
dary taxes however, we do not complain of; though 
we have no ſhare in the laying or diſpoſing of them: 
Wp 8e * n the laying, ap- 
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propriation, and diſpoſition of which we have no part, 


as grievous, muſt ſeem hard meaſure to Engliſimen; who 
cannot conceive, that by hazarding their lives and for- 
runes, in fubduing and ſettling new countries, extending 


1 


and which, perhaps, we may know to be as unneceſſary © 


mother nation, they have forfeited the native rights of 
Britons, which they think ought rather to be given them 
as due to fuch merit, if they had been before in a ſtate 
of ſlavery. Theſe, and ſuch kind of things as theſe, I 
apprehend, will be thought and faid by the people; if 
the propoſed alteration of the Albany plan ſhould take 
place. Then the adminiftration of the board of gover- 


its meaſures, and conciliate the minds of the people to 


nors and councils ſo appointed, not having any repre- 
ſentative body of the people to approve and unite in 


them, will probably become ſuſpected and odious: 


fuſion. 

Perhaps I am too apprehenſive in this matter; but 
having freely given my opinion and reaſons, your excel- 
lency can Judge better than I whether there be any 
weight in them; and the ſhortneſs of the time allowed 


tions of this ſcrawl. 
With the greateſt reſpe& and fidelity, Þ have the ho- 
nor to be, your exccllency's W moſt 


humble 
BEN J AMIN FRANKLIN. * 
K 2 T heſe 


me, will, I hope, Ahhh REG 
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- Theſe letters miglit be tranſmitted to, and might 
diſpoſe the miniſtry to decline urging their plan of 


uniting and governing the colonies; but Mr. Shirley 
wrote to governor Wentworth of Nero Hampſbure, May 


31, 1755—® J may aſſure your excellency, from every 
letter I have of late received from Sir Thomas Robin- 
ſon, I have reaſon to think that his majeſty hath a de- 


pendance upon a common fund's being raiſed in all his 
colonies upon this continent, in proportion to their re- 


ſpective abilities, for defraying all articles of expence 


Nov. 


entered into for their common defence; and that ſuch 


an one muſt, in the end, be either voluntarily raiſed, or 
elſe aſſeſſed in ſome way or other. The miniſtry diſ- 
covered a diſpoſition to raiſe a revenue in them, which 
induced the Maſſachuſetts general court thus to inſtruct 
their agent; It is more eſpecially expected, that you 
oppoſe every thing that ſhall have the remoteſt tendency 
to raiſe a revenue in the plantations,” for any public uſes 
or ſervices” of government: he wrote to them the 
twenty-ninth of May following, * The inclinations J 
have reaſon to think ſtill continue for raiſing a revenue 
out of the molaſſes trade.” The alarming ſtate of pub- 
lic affairs might divert the wid; from being their 
inclinations, | © 

It had been concluded to take effiCiunl nee for 
rz the French from the Ohio; and for the reduction 
of Magara, Crown Point, and their forts in Neva Scotia. 
General Braddock was accordingly ſent from Ireland to 
Virginia, with two regiments of foot ; and when ar- 
nved, and joined by the reſt of the forces deſtined for 
that ſervice, found himſelf at the head of about 2,200 
—_ 2 men. 
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wen. He had bravery, but wanted other qualifications 


133. 


to render him fit ſor the ſervice to which he was ap- 


pointed; His ſeverity prevented his having the love of 
the regulats: his haughtineſs, the love of the Ameri- 
cans; and what was worſe, diſguſted the Indians, and 


led him to deſpiſe the country militia, and to flight the 
advice of the Virginia officers Colonel Maſbington 
carneſtly begged of him, when the army was marching 
for fort du Qugſne, to admit of his going before, and 

ſcouring the woods with his rangers, which was con- 
temptuouſly refuſed. The general had been cautioned. 
by the duke of Cumberland, to guard againſt a ſurpriſe ; 
and yet he puſked on heedleſsly with the firſt diviſion, 


conſiſting of 1400 men, till he fell into an ambuſcade of ! 145 
400, chiefly Indians, by whom he was defeated and g. 


mortally wounded; on the ninth of July. The regu- 
lars were put into the greateſt; panic, and fled in the 
utmoſt confuſion: the militia had been uſed to Indian 
fighting, and were not ſo terrified. The general had 
diſdainfully turned them into the rear: they continued 
in a body, unbroken, and ſerved: under colonel Maſb. 


ington as a moſt uſeful rear- guard; covered the retreat 
. K a 


off. 

eee — nde ae 
Britiſh; miniſtry, the Maſſachiſeiis aſſembly, who had 
never been-remiſs upon the proſpect af a French war, 
raiſed a body of troops, which were ſent to Nova Scotia, 
to aſſiſt lieutenant governor Latirencs in driving the 
French from their ſeveral encroachments within that 
province. The ſecrecy and nen * ſervice 
| has ee 1 


2 1 
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The expedition againſt Niagara was entruſted with 


governor Shirley ; but failed through various cauſes. 
Sir William (then colonel) Johan was appointed to 


go againſt Crown Point. The delays, flownefs, and de- 


ficiency of preparations, prevented the ſeveral colonies 


Joining their troops till about Auguſt. Meanwhile the 
active enemy had tranſported forces from France to 
Canada, marched them down to meet the provincials, 
and fttacked them; but, meeting with a repulſe, loſt ſix 
hundred men, ' beſides having their general baron 
The Maſſachuſetts the next year, raiſed a great arma- 
ment to go againſt Crown Point; but Lord Loudon on 
his arrival, did not think it proper that the forces ſhould 
proceed, Afterward a temporary miſunderſtanding took 
place between his lordſhip and the general court; from 
his apprehending, that they thought a provincial law 
neceſſary to enforce a Britiſh act of parliament, and were 
willing to diſpute upon that ſubject. He determined to 
have no diſpute, but that the troops under his command 
ſhould be quartered agreeable to what he thought the 
public good required; and wrote to governor Potonall, 


NT ] have ordered the meſſenger to wait but 48 hours in 


""* Boſton; and if, on his return, I find things not ſettled, 
I ul influntly order into Bafon the three battalions From 
New York, Long Iſland, and Connecticut; and if 
more-are wanted, I have two in the Jerſeys at hand, 
beſide three in Pennſylvania.” Notwithſtanding this 
declaration, on December the fixth, the legiſlature paſſed 
an act, which led him to conceive, that he was under 


JS ; 


therefore he ordered the troops to march. The general 
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vpon extremities, but became pliable ; ſo chat his lord- 
ſhip-wrote, December 26, As I can now depend upon 
the aſſembly's making the point of quarters eaſy in all 
time coming, I have countermanded the march of the 
troops. The general court were certainly terrified ; 
and to remove all unfavorable impreſſions, ſaid in the 
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cloſe of their addreſs to the governor, © The authoriey 175% 
of all acts of parliament, which concern 1 


and extend to them, is ever acknowledged in all the 
courts of law, and made the rule of all judicial proceed - 


ings in the province. There is not a member of ie 


general court, and we know no inhabitant within the 
authority. 
ariſe from an opinion of our holding ſuch principles, we 
now utterly diſavow them, as we ſhould readily have 
done at any time paſt, if there had been occaſion for it, 
and we pray that his lordſhip may be acquainted there- 
with, that we may appear in a true light, and that no 
impreſſions may remain to our duladvantage.” How- 
ever they might not queſtion, whether the authority of 
acts of - parliament, concerning and extending to the 
colonies, was made the rule of all judicial proceedings 
in the province; yet you are not to infer from their 
diſavowal of the contrary. principle, chat they admitted 
the right of parhament, e 
or to control their colonial government. | 
When, happily for the Britiſh nation, AGES? 
Pitt was placed at the head of the-miniſtry, the face of 
affairs was ſoon changed; the war was proſecuted with 
DA" eee e 


To prevent any ill conſequences. chat mar 
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of America, ' But the frequent delays given to the raiſing 
of the neceſſary ſupplies, eſpecially in the proprietary 
governments, through the refuſal of their governors or 
councils, to admit that the eſtates of the proprietors 
ſhould be taxed, led Mr. Pitt to tell Mr. Franklin, that 
when the war cloſed, was he in the miniſtry, he ſhould 
take meaſures to prevent its being in the power of the 
colonies, to hinder government's receiving the ſupplies 
chat were wanted; and he added, that, was he not in 
the miniſtry, he would adviſt his ſucceſſors to do it. 
What theſe meaſures were, he did not mention. But 
1760. toward the cloſe of 1759, or the beginning of 1760, 
Mr. Pitt wrote to Francis Fauquier eſq; lieutenant go- 
vernor of Virginia, and mentioned in his letter, that 
though they had made grants to the colonies, yet, hen 
the war was over, they ſhould tax then in order to rai/e 
a revenue from them. Mr. Fauquier, in his anſwer, ex- 
preſſed his apprehenſion, that the meaſure would occa- 
ſion, great diſturbance. The anſwer might divert Mr. 
Pitt ſrom his intention. Many months before, the pre- 
ſent Lord Camden then Mr. Pratt, ſaid to Mr. Franklin, 
in a courſe of free converſation, For all what you 
Americans ſay of your loyalty, I know you will 
one day throw off your dependence upon this coun- 
try: and, notwithſtanding your boaſted affection to it, 
will et up for independence. The other» anſwered, 
« No ſuch idea is entertained in the mind of the Ameri- 
cant; and no ſuch idea will ever enter their heads, un- 
leſs you grofily.: abuſe them. Very true, (replied 
Mr. Pratt) that is one of the main erg 
h and rer ICT the "one 


nog 12; 
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The colonies in general, and the Mlaſſachuſetts in 


particular, complied with the requiſitions of the minifter; 
and ſhowed themſelves ready to ſupport his plans for the 


reduction of the French power. To aſſiſt and encou- 


them during the war, at different periods, no leſs 


than C. 15031666. 136. 44. But though the large im- 


portation of ſpecie annually, did not anſwer one half of 
their expences, it was ſtill of ſuch benefit to each go- 
vernment, that they cheerfully ſeconded the views of 


miniſtry. Upon application from admiral Saunders, the 


ſquadron employed againſt Lowiſurgh and Quebec, was 
ſupplied by 500 ſeamen from the Maſſachuſetts ; beſide, 
many were at ſeveral times impreſſed out of veſſels on 
the fiſhing banks. The colonies loſt by the war, 25,000 
of their / robuſt young men, excluſive of  failors. - The 
Maſſachuſetts continually raiſed the full number of troops 


| addreſs of Mr. Poronal/, who guided them with a ſilken 


cord, and by praiſing them plentifully, and flattering 
their vanity, did buſineſs with them in an eaſy 
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aſſigned them: nor was it to be aſcribed to the peculiar | 


manner; for it was the fame, after he was ſucceeded 1,60. 
by governor Bernard. Beſide their annual quota of 


men, in ſome years of the war they garriſoned Louiſ· 
durgh and Nova Scotia, which gave the regular-forces | 
opportunity for retaining Canada. The whole coſt chey 
were at upon theſe accounts, and for ſcouting companies 
ſent into the Indian country, and for two armed veſſels 
built and maintained for the protection of the trade, 
amounted to . 7 54,598. 105. od ſterling In this 
ſum, the expence of many forts and garriſons on the 
kamen is not included. Add, that no eſtimate. can be 

8 made 
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made of the coſt to individuals, by the demand of per- 
who were much the greater number, when it came to 
their turn, were obliged to hire ſubſtitutes at a high pre- 
mum. They alſo who could not be impreſſed, to 
couraging the levies. Moreover, the taxes were ex- 
coeding heavy. A Boſton gentleman, of reputation and 
fortune, ſent one of his rate bills to a correſpondent in 
London, for his judgmetit on it; and had for an- 


fer, That he did not believe there was a man in all 


England, who' paid ſo much in proportion toward the 
ſupport of government. Such was the aſſeſſment of 
the toun in one of the years, that if a man's income 
was . 60 per annum, he had to pay two chirds or C. 40, 
leſs; and if his houſe or land was valued at £.200 per 
annum, he was obliged to pay C. 72. He had alſo to 
pay ſor his poll, and thoſe of all the males in his houſe, 
more than 16 years old, at the rate of 146. gad. each: 
and to all muſt be added, the part he paid of the exciſe 


dnn tea, coffee, rum, and wine Other tomns and co- 


The above ſtatement of expences is thought to be more 
of Auguſt 1, 1764, to the lords of trade, in which he 
wrote, From 1754 to 176, the ſums iſſued amount 
to (. gab, oo0 ſterling; out of which deduct, received 
by parliamentary grant, L- 328,000; and che ordinary 
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expeners of government eſtimated at C. 108,000, there 
remains C. 490,000, that is near (. 500, ooo ſterling ex- 
pended by this province in the extraordinary charges of 
the war within eight years. An immenſe ſum for fuch 
a ſmall ſtate! the burden of which has been grievouſly 
ſelt by all orders of men. Whereas if we compare this 
with the ſouthern governments, Pennſylvania for in- 
itance, which has expended little more than they have 
received from parliament, and Maryland which has ex- 
pended ſcarce any thing at all, we cannot ſufficiently 
admire the inequality of the burden between one pro- 
vince. and another. And when Pennſylvania has not 
been prevented by domeſtic diſſenſions, and have as it 
were done their beſt, they have ſent to the field only 
2,700 men, when this province has ſent 5,000—-5,500, 
and one year-7,000, And notwithſtanding the vaſt ſums 
r e eee eee ee ee Wa 
its debt under! + 
eee adrian. { 

was agreeable to the Maſſachuſetts general court. The | 
two houſes, in anſwer to his ſpeech, ſaid. „ It gives 1751+ 
us pleaſure to ſee, that the civil rights of the people are K 
not in danger ; nor are we in the leaſt degree ſuſpicious, 
that they ever will be under your excellency's admi- 
niſtration. The experience we have had of your excel - 
lency's diſpoſition and abilities, encourage us to hope 
for a great ſhare of public happineſs under your admi- 
niſtration. The neut year, the governor told them, at 
cif Th nina 
with-which you have complied wich the requiſitians of 5 

his majeſty, require my particular acknowledgment.” 

REN PORNO IRGY he mw * Every thing:May 
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that has been required of this province, has been molt 
_—_ complied with. | 

h 5 Boch houſes, in their addrefß to him, expreſſed them. 
em « We congratulate your excellency upon 
that unanimity, which your excellency recommends, and 
which was never greater in the province than at this 
time.” The governor at the cloſe. of the ſeſſion, de- 
unanimity they aſſured him of, had fully evidenced it- 
felf throughout all their proceedings. But the lieutenant 
governor Mr. Hutchinſon, gained after a while too 
much aſcendency over him, and encouraged him in the 
purſuit of wrong meaſures, highly offenſive. to the co- 
lony. He had indeed done him an irreparable injury, 
not long aſter his coming to the chair. Colonel James 
Otis (ho was repeatedly returned for Barn/laple in Ply- 
mouth county, notwithſtanding the ſtrenuous efforts 
which had been made to prevent it, on account of his 
Adling with government) being a lawyer, had been pro- 
miſed by Mr. Shirley, when in the chair, to be made a 
Judge of the ſuperior court, upon an opportunity s offer- 
ing. The firſt vacancy which happened, was filled up 
by the appointment of the ſecretary's ſon in law; for 
which Mr. Shirley apologized; by pleading a promiſe 
made to the ſecretary, and his having forgotten the 
former one. Mr. Otis was ſatisfied with afreſh aſſurance 
of the next vacancy, which was conſidered by him in 
the light of a governmental promiſe; and it was ex- 
pescted that whenever a new vacancy happened, Mr. 
Otis would be appointed. There was no new vacancy 
till a ſhort time after governor Bernard entered upon his 
D when chief juſtice Sa] died. Upon 
4 | | this 
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this death, Mr. Fames Otis the fon, of whom there will 
be a call to make frequent mention, expreſſed hirafelf = 
as follows: © If governor Bernard does not appoint: my 
father judge of the ſuperior court, I will kindle ſuch 


fire in the province as ſhall ſinge the governor, though 
I myſelf periſh in the flames.” Mr. Hutchinſon how- 
ever, hurried to Mr. Bernard, procured a promiſe, 
which being once given the governor would not retract, 
and got himſelf appointed chief juſtice, by which he 

ruling paſſions. The friends of government regretted 
the appointment, foreboding the evils it would produce. 
The governor loft the influence and ſupport of colonel 
Otis. The ſon quitted the law-place he held; would 
never be perſuaded to reſume it, or to accept of ano- 
ther ; joined himſelf to the party which was jealous that 
the views of adminiſtration were unfavorable to the 
rights of the colony, and ſtood ready to oppoſe all en- 
croachments; and ſoon became its chief leader. He 
ſignalized himſelf, by pleading in a moſt maſterly man- 
ner, againſt granting writs of aſiſtance to cuſtom-houſe 
officers. Theſe writs were to give them, their deputies, 
&c. a general power to enter any houſes, &c. that they 
would /ay they ſuſpected. The cuſtom-houſe officers had 
received letters from home, directing them to a more 
ſtrenuous exertion in collecting the duties; and to pro- 
cure writs of aſſiſtance. The idea of theſe'writs excited 
a general alarm. A ftrong jealouſy, of what might be 
eventually the effect of them upon the liberties of the 
people, commenced. They might prove introductory 
to the moſt horrid abuſes; which the meaneſt deputy 
of a enn deputy might practiſe with impunity, upon 


A mer- 
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2 merchant or gentleman of the firſt charakter; and 
there would be the greater danger of fuch abuſes, 
by reaſon of the immenſe diſtance of the ſcene of action 
Dom the ſeat of government. The voice of the com- 
Plainant would not be heard three thouſand miles off, 
after the ſervants of government had deafened the ears 
of adminiſtration by miſrepreſentations. From this pe- 
riod may be dated, the fixed, uniform, and growing op- 
poſition, which was made to the miniſterial plans of en- 
cuſtoms of the colony. In 1761, the officers of the 
cuſtoms applied to the ſuperior court for fuch writs. 
The great oppoſition that was made to it, and the argu- 
ments of Mr. Otis, diſpoſed the court to a refuſal; but 
Mr. Hutchinſon, who had obtained the place of chief 
juſtice, prevailed with his brethren to contitwe the cauſe 
till next term; and in the mean time, wrote to Eng- 
land, and procured a copy of the writ, and fufficient evi- 
dence of the practice of the exchequer there, after which 
like writs were granted. But before this was effected, 
Mr. Otis was choſen one of the repreſentatives for Beſn, 
by the influence of the friends to liberty; whoſe jea- 
louſies there and elſewhere, afterward increaſed apace, 
upon hearing that the Britiſh officers infiſted frequently 
upon the neceſſity of regulating and reforming, as they 
ſtiled it, the colonial governments; and that certain 
travellers were introduced to particular perſons with a— 
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1762. * This is a gentleman employed by the earl of - Bute to 
travel the country, and learn what may be proper to be 
done, in the grand plan of reforming the American go- 
vernments.” It was underſtood,” that their buſineſs was 
96969999 1 
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country, that ſo the miniſtry might be enabled to judge 


what regulations and alterations could ſafely be made in 
the police and government of the colonies, in order to 
their being brought more effectually under the governo 
ment of parlament. They were alſo as much as poſ- 
ſible, to conciliate capital and influential characters, to 
miniſterial meaſures ſpeedily to be adopted. The Britiſh 


miniſtry have been greatly miſtaken, in ſuppoſing it is 


the ſame in America as in their own country. Do they 
gain over a gentleman of note and eminence in the co-- 
lonies, they make no conſiderable acquiſition. He takes 
few or none with him; and is rather deſpiſed, than ad- 
hered to by former friends. He has not, as in Britain, 
dependants who muſt act in conformity to his nod. In 
NMem England eſpecially, individuals are fo independent 
of each other, that though there may be an inequality 
. 
to his on judgment. 

Bur nothing, it may be, excited. u greater alarm in 
the breaſts of thoſe ro whom it was communicated, than 
the following anecdote, viz. The Rev. Mr. Whitefield, 


ere he left Porgfwouth in New Hampſhire, on Monday: 


afternoon, April the ſecond 1764, ſent for g 8 7 
and Mr. Haven, the congregational miniſters of the | 


him, ſaid, © I can't in conſcience leave the town wich- 


out acquainting you with a ſecret. ' My heart bleeds for 


America. O poor New England ! There is a deep laid 
plot againſt both your civil and religious liberties, and 
they will be loſt. . Your golden days are at an end. Tou 
have nothing but trouble before uu. My information 
comes from the beſt authority in Great Britain. I was 


allowed . 


2 THEAHISTORY- or THE) . 


allowed to ſpeak of the affair in general, but enjoined 
not to mention particulars. Your liberties will be loſt “.“ 
Mr. Whitefield could not have heard what the commons 
did in the preceding month ; his information muſt have 
been of an earlier date, and might have been commu- 
nicated before he left Great Britain. Beſide the general 
deſign of taxing the colonies, the plan was probably, 
this in ſubſtance—Let the parliament be enaged to enter 
heartily and fully into American matters; and then un- 
der its ſanction, let all the governments be altered, and 


all the councils be appointed by the king, and the aſ- 


ſemblies be reduced to a ſmall number, like that of New 


| York. After that, the more effectually to ſecure the 
power of civil government by the junction of church 
influence, let there be a reviſal of all the acts in the 


ſeveral colonies, with a view of ſetting aſide thoſe in 
particular, which provide for the ſupport of the miniſters. 
But if the temper of the people makes it neceſſary, let. 
a new bill for the purpoſe of ſupporting them paſs the 
houſe, and the council refuſe their concurrence; if that 
will be improper, then the governor to negative it. If 
that cannot be done in good policy, then the bill to go 
home, and let the king difallow it. Let biſhops be in- 


troduced, and proviſion be made for the ſupport of the 


epiſcopal clergy. Let the congregational and preſbyte- 


rian clergy, who will receive epiſcopal ordination, be 


ſupported; and the leading miniſters among them be 


bought off by large ſalaries. Let the liturgy be. reviſed 
and altered. Let epiſcopacy be accommodated as much 


as poſſible to the caſt of the people. Let places of 


Dr. Langdon told ĩt me in converſation; 1 
it in hiö ſermon preached before the convention of the miniſters. 
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boden wuſt and honor be confenec only upon epiſcs- | 


palians, or thoſe that will conform. When epiſcopacy 


emen eRdiich, increafe ies reſemblance 
ro'the'Engliſh hierarchy, at pleaſure. '2 | 
rr 
comieiadd es Dry Sches o, When they were-chding; to 
ther in 1765. The Doctor, aſter hearing him out, ex- 
preſſed his belief, that before the plan could be effected, 
ſuch a ſpirit would be rouſed in the people, as would 
prevent its execution. The good man groaned and re- 


plied, © If the commotions now exiſting prevail on the 


rr rt n e N 
cannot be accompliſhed.” 


In reference to alterations in the civil line, Dr. Lang- 
don informed me, that governor Wentwerth told him, the 


Maſathuſetts and New Hampſhire were to be one govern- 


tioned, though of this he could not be certain. The 


New England colonies would have ſuffered moſt by the 


propoſed alterations, while they deſerved it the leaſt, 


and were entitled- for their ready exertiohs, to a return 
expreſſive of gratitude. ' 
who gained ſuch laurels,” by their ſingular bravery on the 


Many of the common ſoldiers, 


plains" of Abraham, when Wolfe died in the arms of 


victory, were natives of the Maſſachuſetts-bay. When 
Martinico was attacked in 1761, and the Britiſn force 


was greatly weakened by death and ſickneſs, the timely 


arriyal of the New England troops, enabled the former 
to proſecute the reduction of the iſland to an happy 


iſſue. A great part of the Britiſh force being about to 


* Now preſident-of Yale College in Connecticut. 
Yor. I. L fail 
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whoſe health had been much impaired by ſervice and 
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the climate, were ſent off in three ſhips, to their na- 
tive country for recovery. Before they had completed 
their voyage, they found themſelves reſtored, ordered 


the ſhips about, ſteered immediately for the Havannah, 


arrived when the Britiſh were too much reduced to ex- 


pect ſucceſs, and by their junction ſerved to immorta- 
lize afreſh, the glorious firſt of Auguſt, old ſtile, in 
the furrender of the place on that memorable day: they 
exhibited, at the ſame time, the moſt ſignal evidence 


af devotedneſs to the parent ſtate. Their fidelity, ac- 


tivity, and courage, were ſuch as to gain the approba- 
tion and confidence of the Britiſh officers *. 

+ As to the religious part of the plan, recalle& what has 
been already mentioned of archbiſhop Secker ; carefully 
peruſe Dr. Mayhew's noted anſwer to one of his publica- 
tions, and what is related concerning him in the collection 
of papers above quoted; and you will ſcarce doubt, © but 
that it was the metropolitan's intention to, reduce all the 
, Britiſh colonies under epiſcopal authority.” Remember 
alſo, that the biſhop of Landeſ in his ſermon of 1766, 
affures us, that the efabliſhment of piſcopacy being ob- 
rained,” © the American church will go out of its infant 
tate; be able to ſtand upon its own legs; and, without 
foreign help, ſupport and ſpread itſelf ; and then this ſo- 
ciety will be brought to the happy iſſue intended.” Mr. 
"Whitefield ſaid upon it, in his letter to Dr. Durell, 
4 ſuppoſing his. lordſhip's aſſertions true, then I fear it 
will follow, that a ſociety, which ſince its firſt inſtitution 


© ® From Brogke Woodcock efq, of Saffron Walden, who ſerved at 
the taking of Belleiſle, Martinico, and the Havannab. 


hath 
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hath been looked upon as 4 /eciety fi propagating the 
MRI ie ao ee yh: gre 
gating epyſeopacy in foreign puri. 

This letter will d ein a few. mene ee of 
information. Among the original inſtructions to 
Benning Wentworth eſq; governor of New Hampſhire, 


ties on negroes imported into New Hampſhire :"* ſome of 
the colonies were for diſcouraging the introduction of 
negroes ; for which purpoſe they wiſhed to lay a duty 
upon them. The 69th contains the following direc- 
tion, © No ſchool- maſter to be henceforth permitted to 
come from England without the licence of the biſhop, 


ſigned June goth 1761, the 27th ſays, “ You are not 
to give your aſſent to, or pals any law impoſing du- 
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and no other perſon now there, or that ſhall come from 


otbanipenn. git eee ao. keap; ee 
your licence firſt obtained.” 


A de gad in che Adee entitled. . © Ap 176 


The focigty for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge amang the 
Indians in North America; but was diſallowed at the 
court of St. James's the 20th of May 1763. Mr. 7e/- 
per Mauduit in his letter to Mr. Bowdoin of April 7, 
1763, writes, So long ago as the roth of December, 
1 was told at the plantation office, that this act was op» 
poſed by the archbiſhop and the ſociety for propagating 
the goſpel, Mr. Pownall told me, chat the bill would 
not-paſs ; that the lords would not diſpute the laudable- 
neſs..of the deſign, but there were political reaſons for 
nat confirming it; that the people might apply the mo- 
ney to oppoſe the miſſionaries of the church of Eng- 
land, 1 anfirered, I wiſhed. ghar: the. , for prog 


act to incorporate certain perſons, by the name af Feb, 
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Eating the-golpMhad employed their miſſionaries more 
among the Indians, than they had hitherto” done in 
North America.” From what "paſſed; the real reaſons 


2 - g — -*- ®, 1 L 1 
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for difallowing/the bill may be gathered; 3-1 + 
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Roxhiny, Dec. 24 1772. 


1763. M. eee >the Mg beg, üben pres early 
notice of the miniſterial intentions to tax the co- 
lonies ; but the general court not being called together 
till the latter end of the year, inſtructions to the agent, 
though ſolicited by him, cotild'not be ſent in ſeaſon. 
1764.* The houſe of repreſentatives came to the following 
reſolutions That the ſole right of giving and grant- 
ing the money of the people of that province, was 
veſted in them as their legal repreſentatives ; and that 
the impoſition of duties and taxes by the parliament of 
Great Britain, upon a people who are” not repreſented 
in the houſe of commons, is" abſolutely irreconcileable 
with their rights.. That no man can juſtly take the 
property of another without his coriſent; upon which 
original principle, the right of repreſentation in the 
ſame body which exerciſes the power of making laws 
bo r eee eee 
| A . FRET 
a - + : Tbeſe 


inen 0 1.0 N. 


© Theſe reſolutions. were ; occaſioned by intelligence of 
what had: been. done in the Britiſh) houſe of commons. 
It had been chere debated in March, whether they had 
a right to tax the Americans; they not being repreſented, 
and determined unanimouſiy in the afficmative..,! Not a 


lingle perſon preſent ventured to controvert the rigbr. 


goon after, the ſugar, or, molaſſes act was paſſed: and Apri 


« ir, is certainly true, that till then, no act avoywedly, for 5* 
the purpoſe of revenue, and with the ordinary title and 
recital taken together, is found in the ſtatute, book. All 
before ſtood on commercial regulation and reſtraints .“ 
It is ſtiled “ an act for granting certain duties. in the 
Britiſh colonics and plantations in America, for conti- 
nuing amending and making perpetual an a&t paſſed 
e (entitled an act 
for the better ſecuring: and encouraging the trade f 
his mazeſty's colonies in America) for applying. the pro- 
duce of ſuch duties, c. From its perpetuating the 
ſugar act of- George II. it is called the ſugar or mo- 
lafſes act. It runs thus, © Whereas it is expedient, that 
rew proviſions and regulations ſhould, be eſtabliſhed in 
improving che revenue of this kingdom, and fur ex- 
rending and ſecuring. the navigation and commerce be- 
tween, Great Britain and your mazjeſty's dominions in 
America And whereas it is juſt and neceſſary, that 
a revenue be raiſed in America for defraying the expences 
of defending, protecting, and ſecuring the ſame We 
che commons, Ec. toward raiſing the ſame, give and 
gang unto 2our majeſty after the ,2gth. of September 
1764, upon;Clayed ſugar, indigo and coffee, of foreign 
produce upon all wines. except French — upon all 
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ration. 


Body, becauſe it was not juſt, nor agreeable to the na- 


duties to regulate commerce : but the right of taxing them 
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ſhalf be entered ſeparate, and be reſerved to be diſpoſed 
of by parliament, toward defraying the neceſſary ex- 
pences of defending c. the Britiſh colonies,” The 
wording of the act might induce the colonies to view 
it as the beginning of ſorrows; and they might fear 
that the parliament would go on in charging them with 
ſuch taxes as it pleaſed, for ſuch military force as it 
ſhould" think proper. This ill proſpect ſeemed to 
the ae boundiefy in extent,” and bales Er dv. 


They objefted not to the paris Hide of laying 


was not admitted. The miniſterial plan, ſent to Mr, 
Shirley in 17 54, occaſioned much converſation on the 


| fubje&, and the common opinion was, that the parlia- 


ment could not tax them, till duly repreſented" in that 


ture of the Engliſh conſtitution, But though few or 


none were willing to admit the rigbt; the generality 
were cautious how they denied the porver, or the obli- 


gation to ſubmit on the part of the Americans, when 


the power was exertiſed. Even Mr. Otis tells us, We 


VV. 
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upon us, we muſk, it is our duty to fubmit, and pati- 


auitkican tftvoguTrriON. 


we muſt obey. There would be an end of all goverh- 
ment, if one of a number of ſubordinate provinces 
ſhould take upon themſelves, fo far to judge of the 


Juſtice of an act of parliament, as to refule obedience 
to it. If chere was nothing elſe to reſtrain ſuch a ſtep, 


prudence ought to do it, for forcibly reſiſting the par- 


liament and the king's laws is high treaſ6h.” © There- 


fore let the parliament lay what burthens they pleaſe 


ently to bear them, till they will be pleaſed to relieve 
us f.“ He went ſo far as to publiſh, © Tr is certain that 
the parhament of Great Britain has a juſt and equitable 
right, power and authority, to impoſe taxes on the co- 
lonies, internal and external, on lands as well as on 


trade f.. © The ſupreme legiſlative repreſents the whole 
ſociety or community, as well the dominions as the 
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of parliament is uncontrollable, but by themſelves, and 


real. This is implied in the idea of a ſupreme 


power; and if che parliament had not ſuch an autho- 
tity, the colonies would be independent g.” But the 


fear of being called to an account for the part he had 
| ated,” or for what he had before advanced in print, 


converſation, or debate. His firſt pamphlet, The rights 
of the Bxrrisn colonies, which had been twice read over 


in che houſe of aſſembly within the ſpace of five days; 


E His Viidication of the 


| though guarded by ſome expreſſions, lad a ſtrong ten- 
dency to excite a powerful oppoſition to miniſterial 
plans ; eſpecially where he ſays, © I oannot but obſerve 


„ Otis's Rights of the Britiſh Colonies, p. 57, + Ibid. f. 59 
. F Ibid, p. 21. 


ö Nis ro YT or zA 


| here, that if dhe parliament have an equitable right. to. 
tax. our trade, it is indiſputable, that they have as good 
a one. to tax the lands and every thing elſe. There is 
| no, foundation. for the diſtinction ſome make in Eng- 
land, between an internal and external tax on the colo- 
njes.*.” - Theſe, expreſſions could not but ſpread a ge- 
neral alarm through the country, and inflame every 
planter againſt parliamentary taxation. The houſe. had 
fo, high an opinion. of this pamphlet, that they ordered 
it to be ſent oyer to Mr. Mauduit with a letter, wherein 
they inſtructed him to uſe his endeavours to obtain a 
repeal of the ſugar act, and to exert himſelf to prevent 
a ſtamp act, or any other impoſitions and taxes, upon 
this and the other American provinces. They do not 
appear to have made any particular objection to the 
term revenue introduced into the ſugar act; but to have 
confined ae e e the. lying ent thy dey, 
when they were not repreſented. | ö 

The act diſguſted the more, becauſe of its being. io 
unſeaſonable, - The duties were to be paid in ſpecie, 
while the old means of procuring it were cut off. The 
miniſtry, reſolved to prevent ſmuggling, obliged all ſea 
officers ſtationed on the American coaſts, to act in the 
capacity of the meaneſt revenue officers, making them 
ſubmit to the uſual cuſtom-houſe oaths and regulations 
for that purpoſe. This proved a great grievance to the 
American merchants; and traders, Gentlemen of the 
nayy were unacquainted with cuſtom-houſe laws. Many 
illegal ſeizures were made. No redreſs could be had 
but from Britain; which. it was tedions and difficuls, to 
obtain. Beſide, the American trade with the Spantards, 


e dan ad bu Colin, 16 7 % 
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by .which the Britiſn manufactures were were vended in 


return (for gold and ſilyer in coin or bullion, cochi- 


neal, Ac. as occaſion ſerved) was almoſt. deſtroyed in- 
ttantly,. by the armed. ſhips under the new regula- 
tions. The trade was not literally and ftriftly accord- 
ing to law, but. highly beneficial; and a thorough 
ſtateſman. would have . declined employing his own 
nayy in cruſhing, it. The trade alſo. from the porth- 

ern colonies with the French, Weſt-India iſlands Was 
= ſuppreſſed, . , Theſe irritating .meaſures ſtrengrh- 
cned the oppoſition to the ſugar act. Pe ONE 
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. The Maſecbuſetts aflembly, who were ihe firſt repre- Jon 


ſentative body that took. the act into conſideration, or 
dered, that Mr, Gris and four overs of the bout ſhould 
be a committee. in the. receſs of the court, to write to 
the other governments, and acquaint them with the in 
ſtructions voted to be ſent to their agent; and that the 
aid committee, in þ Apis and behalf of the houſe, 
ſhould defire the ſeveral. aſſemblies on the continent to 
join with them in the ſame meaſures. | The committee 
attended to the. buſineſs; and che end propoſed by it 
was anſwered: committees were moreoyer appointed by 
diyers other colonies to correſpond with the ſeveral aſſem- 
blies, or committees of aſſemblies on-the continent. Thus 
anew kind of correſpondence was opened between the co- 
lonies, tending to unite them in their operations againſt 
miniſterial encroachments on their priyileges ; and which 
proved of great advantage to them afterward. 


At the next ſeſſion a committee was appointed to con- OR. 


fider the ſtate of the province, as it might be affecte 
by certain duties and taxes laid and propoſed to be laid 


by acts of parliament upon the colonies, The conſequence 


| ente oi wel nt hoſes prepare a 


addreſs 
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addreſs to the parliamerit. The licutenant governor, 
Mr. Hutchinſon, who was of the council, was chairman, 
which expreſſed in ſtrong terms an excluſive right in the 
allembly to impoſe taxes. He urged the indecency and 
bad policy, when they had the reſolutions of the houſe 
af commons before them, of ſending an addreſs affert- 
ing, in expreſs words, the direct contrary. Many days 
having been ſpent upon the buſineſs, at the deſire of the 
committee, he drafted an addreſs, which conſidered the 

fole power of taxation as an indulgence of which they 


_ prayed the continuance, and it was unanimouſly agreed 
to. The petition dots not intimate the leaſt” denial of 


the ripht of parliament to tax them ; but ſers forth the 
impollcy of the laws and the hardſhips brought upon 
the peticioners, and prays that they may be relieved from 
the burdens brought upon them by the ſugar act; that 
che ptivileges of the colonies relative to their internal 
taxes, which they have ſo long enjoyed, may be ftill 
continued; or that the conſideration of ſuch taxes as 
ute propoſed to be laid upon the colonies, may be re- 
fetred; until the petitioners, in conjunction with the 
Scher governments, can have an opportunity to make a 
full repreſentation of the ſtate and condition of the co 
lories, and the intereſt of Great Britain with regard to 
therri, The proceeding of the general court was ap- 
proved of out of doors, until the copy of the New York 
addreſs was received, which was fo high, that many of 
dhe friends of liberty were mortified at their own con- 
| Gul, and if pſi would al have recalled thei 
own doings *. | 

® Me, Hutchinfo's eter of March, 2766, 


the 


auen Arto. 1535 
©The Maſſachuiett's pentton was forwarded by gover- Nor. 
nor Bernard, and accompanied” with a letter to lord 

 Hilifax ; in ick he wrote, © Maſſachuſetts is the only 
one of che old colonies, that I know I * 

ie currency. This reflects great honor upon the 1 

. ifſelf, as it is a great inſtance of their prodence, 3 

ho took hold of a ſingular opportunity to deftroy their ö 

paper money, which other colonies who had it equally 

in their power neglected. But 1 fear, that if the great 

ſums, which are expected 10 be raiſed in America are 

to be tranſported to Great Britain, there will ſoon be an 

end of the ſpecie currency of the Maſſachuſetts ; which 

will be followed" by 2 total diſcouragement for other 

provinces to attempt the ſame in future. In which caſe, 

perpetual paper money, the very negative power of 

riches, will be the portion of America.” Aſter arguing 

againſt the duties, from America's being unable, for 

wunt of a fufficient fpecie currency, to pay them wich- 

out being drained of their ſpecie, as it would require a 

dead ſtock of three years value of the annual income 

of the revenues, he added, * If due care be taken to 

confine the ſale of manufactures and European goods 

(except what ſhall be permitted) to Great Britain only, 

farily centre in Great Britain; and therefore if the firſt 

purpoſe is well ſecured, the foreign American trade is 

the trade of Great Britain. The augmentation and di- 

_ minution, the extetifion and reſtriftion, the profit and 
tofs of it all, finally comes home to the mother country. 

It is the intereſt of Great Britain; that the trade to both 
the Spaniſh and French Weſt Indies ſhould be encou- 
aged r 
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"Ut hve?! It appeared to be the decided opinion of the 


duties and taxes propoſed; would take from the Ame-. 
for them to make remittances to Great Britain. _ 


 govertior;/ that the ſending home che produce of the. 


ricans, the means of trade, and render it impracticable 


WY 14 


The Virginia council, and houſe of burgeſids..peti- 
tioned the king, preſented a memorial to the houſe: of, 
lords, and remonſtrated to the houſe of commons. N 


York, Rhode aud, dec. petitioned. The New York pe- 


tition was gonceived in fuch; ſtrong terms, and deemed. 


ANTE nenn 


Ac ie 

Tha calonies Aid the een right of taxation 
many, months before any, member of che. Britiſh, parlia- 
ment. uttered- a inge ſyllable, to. that purpaſe z.and. che. 
American oppoſition to — pc fully. formed. 


before it was known, by the coloniſts,” that their cauſe- 


was eſpouſed. by men 4 099 6 DEL FOR 
is filed fuer 20 to a thor 5 20 t Urub 

7. heck 
be nom that the inhabitants of ſeveral places met and, 


agreed, not to buy any clothing. (they could do without) 


conſume as few Britiſh manufactures as poſſible. 


verre in contemplation nine years before ® 


Which was not of their on manufacturing. Divers 


aſſociations alſo were formed, all of -whom reſolved to 


The naiſngg of a.reyenve from themolaſies trade, and 
a fund: to defray the expences of defending. the colonies, 
but the reſo- 


lutions taken by the houſe of commons, in the be⸗ 
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ginning of this year, might be forwarded by Mr. Huſte, 
an American, a native of Portfmoath in New Hampbire, 
who a ſhort time before obtained à ſeat in parliament. 


Inſtead of ſtanding forth a firm advocate for the coun- 
try which gave him birth, he officiouſly propoſed to the 


houſe; laying à tax on the colonies, that ſhould annually 
amount to five hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, which 


he declared they were well able to pay: and he was 
heard with great joy and attention . He or ſome other, 
recollecting that a ſtamp act was talked of by the com- 


miſſioners at Albany, in 1754, might ſuggeſt that mode 
of taxing , I WOE een 0 


not originally Mr. Grenvillis . 


The diſpoſition to tax the Sta unteſs ay} 


would tax themſelves equal to the wiſhes of the miniſtry, 


was undoubtedly” ſtrengthened by the reports of their 
gaiety and luxury, which reached the mother country: 


it was alſo ſaid, that the planters lived like princes, 
while the inhabitants of Brita labored hard for a 
tolerable ſubſiſtence. The officers lately returned, re- 
preſented them as rich, wealthy, and even overgrown 
in fortune. Their opinion might- ariſe from obſerva- 
„ ere eee WRITER 

war, while large ſums were ſpent in the country, for the 
engl of fleets 'and armies. American” produ@tions 
wete then in great demand, and trade flouriſhed. ' The 


people, naturally ' generous and hoſpitable,” having 


a number of ſtrangers among them, indulged them- 


I Sayr's iter is capnyn Sears of New York, dated London 
7th of February, 1764. 
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158 THE HA4STORY: OF Tra 
5 ſelves in many uncommon expences. When the war 
was terminated, and they had no further apprehenſion 
of danger, the power of the late enemy in the country 
being totally broken L Canada, and the back lands to the 
very banks of the Miſſiſſippi, with the Floridas, being ceded 
to Great Britain it was thought they could not well 
make too much of thoſe who had ſo contributed to their 
ſecurity. Partly to do honor to them, and partly, it is to 
be feared, to gratify their own: pride, they added ta their 
ſhow of plate, by borrowing of neighbours, and made 
a great parade of riches in their ſeveral entertainments. 
The plenty and variety of proviſion and liquors, enabled 
ee eee READ eee 


triſling expence. 
Mr. Grarille's intended dai dt was communticeted 


to the American agents. Many of them did not oppoſe 


it. Half their number were placemen, or dependent on 


pliment. He would not haue been content wich any 
| thing ſhort of a certain ſpecific ſum, and proper funds 
"ove. | for 


AMERICAN, REVOLUTION. 


able to his wiſhes, he would have rejected them; and 


300, O00 l. per annum, which was judged abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to defray the whole expence of the army pro- 
poſed for the defence of America: he might rather have 


expected that it ſhould amount to what Mr. Hiſte had 


mentioned. No ſatisfactory propoſals being made, he 
adhered to his purpoſe of bringing forward the ſtamp- 
bill, though repeatedly preſſed by ſome of his friends to 
deſiſt, while he might have done it with honor.  Rich- 
ard Jackſon eſq; had been choſen agent for the Maſſg- 
chuſetts; he with Mr. Zrger/oll, Mr. Garth, and Mr. 
Franklin, lately come from Philadelphia, waited on Mr, 


8 
for the payment of it. Had not the ſums been anſwer- 


Grenville, the ſecond of February, 1765, by defire of s. 


the colonial agents, to. remonſtrate againſt the ſtamp, *®: 


bill, and to propoſe that in caſe any tax muſt be laid 
upon America, the ſeveral colonies might be permitted 


to lay the tax themſelves. At this interview Mr. Jack- 


Jon opened his mind freely on the ſubject; and Mr. 
Franklin, as muſt be ſuppoſed, mentioned that he had 


it in. inſtruction from the aſſembly of Peunhlvania, to 


aſſure the miniſtry, that they ſhould alway think it their 
duty to grant ſuch aids to the crown, as were ſuitable 
to their circumſtances, whenever called for in the uſual 


conſtitutional manner. Mr. Grenville however, perti- 


naciauſly adhered to his own opinions; and ſaid, that 


he had pledged bis word. for. ae er. 0 the 


Nc. Kc. 


K 
Mr. Charles Townſend ſpoke in its favor. He took no- 
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tke of Greta? uh ht colnet Bats Had Rid dn his 
ſpeech againſt it; and then contluded with the follow. 
ing or like words: « And now will "theſe Americans, 
children planted by our care; nouriſhed up by our in- 
dulgence, until they are grown to a degree of "ſtrength 
and opulence ; and protected by our arms; will they 
grudge to contribute their mite, to relieve us from the 
dne weight of waar burden which we Be under ?“ 
On this colonel Barre roſe, and after explaining ſome 
paſſages in his ſpeech, took up Mr. Townſend's con- 
n 
faying, © * They planted by your care! No, your op- 
preflions planted them in America. They fled from your 
tyranny, to a then uncultivated and unhoſpitable coun- 
try, where they (expoſed themſelves to almoſt all the 
3 - hardſhips to which human nature is liable; and among 
3 | others, to the-cruelties of a ſavage foe, the moſt ſubtle, 
| and I will take upon me to ſay,” the moſt formidable of 
any people upon the face of God's earth; and yet, ac- 
tuated by principles- of -true Engliſh liberty, they met 
| all hardſhips with pleaſure, compared with thoſe they 
|  fuffered in their own country, from the hands of thoſe 
| that ſhould have been their friends. bey nouriſhed up 
| 9 your' mdulgence! They grew by your negle& of 
| them. As ſoon as you began to care about them, that 
care was exerciſed in ſending perſons to rule them, in 
| one department and another, Who were, perhaps, the 
= deputies of deputies to ſome members of this houſe, 
RE ſent to {py out their-liberties, to miſrepreſent their ac 
tt ons, and to prey upon them—men, whoſe behaviour on 
| many occaſions, has cauſed the blood of thoſe em of 


-JIT. i | higheſt 


petitioned againſt the ſtamp-act. Their 
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higheſt ſeats of juſtice; ſome who to my knowledge 


were glad, by going to a foreign country, to eſcape being 
brought to the bar of a court of juſtice in their own. 
They protected by your arms! They have nobly taken 
up arms in your defence; have exerted/a valor, amidſt 


their conſtant and laborious induſtry, for the defence of 


a country, whoſe frontier was drenched in blood; while 


161 


its interior parts yielded all its little ſavings to your emo—- 


lument.— And believe me, remember I this day told 
you ſo, that ſame ſpirit of freedom, which actuated that 


— — thents Reed peeiiigr 


forbids me to explain myſelf further. God knows, I 
do not at this time ſpeak from motives of party heat; what 
I deliver. are the genuine ſentiments of my heart. Hows: 


ever; fupetior to me in general knowledge and experi- 


ence the reſpectable body of this houſe: may be, yet I 
claim to know more of America than moſt of you, 
having ſeen and been converſant in that country.— The 
people, I believe, are as truly loyal as any ſubjects the 
king has; but a people jealous of their liberties, and 
who will vindicate them, if ever they ſhould be violated 
but the ſubject is too delicate — I will fay no more.“ 
Theſe ſentiments were thrown out, ſo entirely without 


premeditation, ſo forcibly and ſo firmly; and the break - 


ing off was ſo beautifully abrupt, that the whole houſe 
cr ile amazed PE RY without anſwering 2 
word. | 


8 invades realling e being 


much alarmed on account of their ourſtanding debts, 
was 
offered at the ſecond. reading of the bill. The rule of 
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was urged. General Corway obſerved, that it appeared 


undeniable, that the practice was by no means inyaria- 


of the petitions from thence, denied in the ſtrongeſt 


ble; at beſt it was but a practice of convenience, from 
— Se Pros ene, COUP 'The 
niiniftry publicly declared, haf it was intended 
elle the power of Great Britain to tax the colanies.” * 
'Ehey-were induced to make a point of it, becauſe moſt 


terms, the right of Britain to impoſe taxes. It was 
evident that the miniſterial forces would prevail, the 
petition of the London merchants was therefore with- 
drawn. After that, the others from the colonies were 
offered, but rejected upon the plea taken from the rule 
of the houſe. During the debate upon the bill, in this 
ſtage of it, * general Conway denied the right of par- 
lament to tax the Americans, in the moſt peremptory 
raanner ; and urged, with great vehemence, the many 
hardſhips, and what he was pleaſed to call, abſurdities 
that would follow from the contrary doctrine and prac- 
tice *.” Alderman ee = TRI 
— — according to Mr. Ingerſoll's letter. 

————————— epn 
the colonies being virtually repreſented ; and mentioned 
Leeds, Halifax, Birmingham, Mancheſter, &c. as enjoying 


a virtual repreſentation. Whoever had a recourſe to a 


virtual repreſentation of the colonies, in -vindication of 
the parliament's "taxing them, therein acknowledged, 
chat there ought not to be taxation without repreſenta- | 
tion. But the difference between Leeds, Halifax,: &c. 
and the American colonies, is as wide as the Atlantic. 
The landholders of thoſe rout ard. 
aber n . tt d. 
1 | Lac 


AM®RI04N REVOLUTLON. 


tions if their fpecholde yield a certain. annual income, 
Many aof the inhabitants have 2 choice in the election 
of members, in one place or another. The general in- 


4 


tereſts of the freeholders and tenants, electors and non- 


electors, are fo interwoven, that all are liable to be 
_ equally affected by the ſame common taxes. The one 


pays the ſarne duty on his ſugar, tea, coffee, and choco- | 
late, as the other. The relative connection between 


them, produces what may be called, with a kind of pro: 
priety, a virtual repreſentation; anſwering, though in 3 
lower degree, to what the family of a frecholder or free» 
man enjoys. But was all the foil in the Britiſh colonies 
a man's freehold, it would. not give him a ſingle- vota 
for any one member of parliament. - There is not an 
individual in them, who ſhould he croſs the Atlantic, 
would have a right to vote in any election, by virtue of 
any privileges enjoyed in America, He muſt be a free- 
holder of Britain, or a freeman of ſome Britiſn city; 
borough, or corporation, and have a Britiſh qualifica- 
tion, before he can elect or be elected. The intereſts 
of America and Britain are not interwoven, as are thoſe 
of Britiſh electors and non electors. If the Britiſh' par- 
liamenr impoſe taxes on the Americans, Britons do not 
bear with them, their part and proportion in the ſaid 


taxes. The former are burdened, that the latter may 


be caſed. | The monies: raiſed have the nature of a tri- 
bute, exaſted from a conquered people in a flaviſh de- 
pendence; and not of a tax voluntarily granted by the 
voice of freemen, through their own elected repreſen- 
tatives, paying ſcot and lot with themſelves for the ſup- 
port of government. Beſide, the Britiſn parliament are 
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that full information reſpecting the colonies, which ought 


| wt . accompany the exerciſe of a taxing power. 


When the queſtion upon the bill, in its laſt ſtage, was 
brought to a vote, there were about 250 for, and 50 
againſt it. Ia the houſe of lords, ſo ſtrong was the 
vnanimity, chat there was not a ſingle ſyllable uttered 


Mar, àagainſt the bill; and on the twenty-ſecond of March, it 


22. 


obtained the royal aſſent. The night after it was paſſed, 
Dr. Franklin wrote to Mr. Charles Thomſon *, < the fun 
of liberty is ſet; you muſt light-up the candles of in- 
duſtry and ceconomy.” Mr. Thom/on anſwered, he was 
7 — 
and predicted the oppoſition that followed. 

The framers of the ſtamp- act ele 
thar the confulion which would ariſe upon the diſuſe of 
writings, would compel the colonies to uſe the ſtamp- 
paper, and therefore to pay the taxes impoſed. Thus 
they were led to pronounce it, 4 law which would exe- 
cute itſeif. Mr. Grenville however appears to have been 
apprehenſive, that it might occaſion diſorders ; to pre- 
vent or ſuppreſs which, he prejected another bill, which 
was brought in the ſame ſeſſion, whereby it was to be 
made lawful for military officers in the colonies, to quar- 
ter their ſoldiers in private houſes, This ſeemed in- 


tended to awe the people into a compliance with the 
other act. Great oppoſition being made to it, as under 


ſuch a power in the army, no one could look on his 
houſe as his own, that part of the bill was dropt; 
but there ſtill remained a clauſe, when it paſſed into a 
law, to oblige the ſeveral aſſemblies to provide quarters 
for the ſoldiers, and to furniſh them with firing, bedding, 
— ſmall beer, rom. and fundty other articles, at 

* Since the ſecrgtaty of Congreſs, | 5 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
the 'expence of the ſeveral provinces ; which continued 
in-force when the ſtamp- act was repealed. It equally 
militared with the other againſt the American principle; 
That money is not to be raiſed on Engliſh ſubjetts without 
their conſent. | 


Whatever might+e urged, government was under no 
neceſſity 'of adopting the mode of taxing the colonies, 


ſor their deſence and the ſecuring of the new ceded coun- 


tries. Though after the general peace, an Indian war 


might be continued or renewed, that was no reaſon for 


continuing Britiſh forces in America. The coloniſts 
were better able to deal with them than the regulars. 


The new ceded countries required no great number of 


troops to ſecure them. The colonies were at hand to 
ſupport the Britiſh garriſons in caſe aſſiſtance was want - 
ed ; and they had repeatedly ſhowed their readineſs upon 


former occaſions. The idea of a dangerous enemy upon 


the American continent was at an end: and the Britiſh 
adminiſtration muſt have been inexcuſable, had they not 
guarded againſt the transferring of one from Europe. 

Ir was become futile to exclaim—* Shall it depend upon. 
the reſolutions of a Philadelphia aſſembly, whether our 


fellow ſubjects ſhall arm in defence of liberty and pro- 


perty ? Does the fate of a whole continent bear any 


proportion to an almoſt imperceptible encroachment 


upon the important privilege of an American, delibe- 
rating for a year or two, whether he will pay fix-pence 


in the pound to fave himſelf and family from perdition?” 


it was:abſolutely neceſſary to maintain an army in Ame- 
TE. the expencę of which the colonies ſhould'be. 
M 3 made 


The danger of perdition was a mere bugbear, which 
might frighten the ignorant into an apprehenſion, that 
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made to anſwer: but the Americans knew better than 
to ſtartle at the ſpectre. Had no more troops been 
ſtationed upon the American continent than circum- 


ſtances called for, the miniſtry might have obtained all 
the aids it was reaſonable for the colonies to have given, 


by the old mode of requiſition. From the time that 
they were firſt conſidered as capable of granting aids, 
the conſtant mode of obtaining them, was by requz/ttion 
from the crown, through the governors to the ſeveral aſ- 
ſemblies : and the miniſters, from Charles II. to the 
preſent king, moſt effectually recogniſed the diſtinction 


between parliamentary ſuperintendence and taxation, in 


their requiſitions to the colonies to raiſe men and money 
by acts of aſſembly. Had this happy method been con- 
tinued, all the money that could have been juſtly ex- 
pected from them in any manner, might have been 
procured without the leaſt breach of that harmony, which 
ſo long ſubſiſted between the colonies and the mother 
country: and it was not acting wiſely to thwart unne- 
ceffarily the prejudices of the Americans. But the im- 
poſition of taxes upon thern might be introductory to, 
or a part of the plan for overturning their civil and reli 
gious liberties, alluded to by the Rev. Mr, IE; 
before even the fugar-att had paſſed, _ © 

The ſtamp-act having paſſed, ce Ce ene 
waited upon Mr. Wheatley by deſire, who told them, 
that Mr. Grenville did not think of ſending from Great 
Britain ſtamp officers, but wiſhed to have diſcreet and 


reſpectable perſons appointed from among the inhabi- 


' rants; and that he would be obliged to them to poltit 


out to hitn fuch 


perſons. Thus the- agents were drawn 


9 Dr. . Hughes 
to 
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to be chief diſtributor of ſtamps in Pemhivania, and 

Mr. Cox-in the Ferſeys ; and being conſulted by Mr. I- 

£#:foll, adviſed him to accept, adding, go beme and tal 
Jour countrymen 10 get children as faſt as they can—thereby 

intimating his opinion of the oppreſſion the - eoloniſts 


were under, and of their preſent inability to make effec- 


tual reſiſtance ; but that they ought, when ſufficiently 
numerous, to ſhake off the yoke and recover their li- 


berty. It is apparent from the recommendations, and 


the appointments made in conſequence of the nominas 
tions, that the agents were far from thinking, that ſuck 
diſturbances would have been occaſioned by the ſtamps 
act, or they would have ſpared their friends. They cers 
tainly expected the act would have gone down, and the 
ſtamp- papers have been uſed. But it was the reverſe.” 
A general diſcontent through the Maſſachuſetts diſcos 
vered itſelf immediately on the firſt advice of the act 


having paſſed; but there was no other expectation among 
the bulk of the people, than that the act would be ſubs 


mitted to, and the duty paid! and ſeveral who afters _ 


ward oppoſed it violently, made intereſt with the diſtri- 
butor, that they ar their friends. might obtain appoint- 
ments. The newſpapers indeed, groaned for the loſi 
of liberty ; however, nothing extrayagant appeared. in 
them: but the friends to the claims of the colunies, 
pleaſed with colonel Barre's ſpeech, and what he had pro- 
nounced the Americans, Enn 
ofesSONS OF LIBERTY, 

In Connecticut, the inhabitants were quis inattentive 
to the fatal conſequences that the act might draw after 
it in ſome diſtant period, The judges themſelves, ſeve> 


4 


=_— 


3 were of the council, ons! * | 
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ſecure," and were no ways alarmed. The Rev. Mr. 


| Stephen . Fobn/on of Lyme, vexed and grieved with the 


temper and inconſiderateneſs of all orders of people, de- 
termined if poſſible to rouſe them to a better way of 
thinking. - He conſulted a neighbouring gentleman, an 
Iriſhman by birth, who undertook to convey the pieces 
he might pen to the New London printer, fo ſecretly as 


to prevent the author's being diſcovered, Three or four 


eſlays were publiſhed upon the occaſion. The eyes of 
the public began to open, and fears were excited. Other 
writers engaged in the buſineſs, - while the firſt withdrew, 
having fully anſwered his intention. The congregational 
miniſters ſaw further into the deſigns of the Britiſh ad- 
miniſtration than the bulk of the colony ; and by their 
publications and converſation, increaſed and ſtrengthened 
the oppolition. It became ſo conſiderable, that when 


| governor Fitch propoſed that he and the counſellors 


ſhould be fworn agreeable to the ſtamp- act, colonel 
Trumbull *, went out and refuſed even to witneſs to the 


| tranſaQtion. Others followed this ſpirited example, and 


only four of the council remained. 


In Virginia a general diſpoſition appeared to ſubmit 
to the ſtamp- act: but George Jobnſton and Patrick Henry 


eſqrs. conſulted together; and afterward, at the cloſe of 


the ſeſſions, when there was but a thin houſe, many 
members being abſent preparing to return home, Mr. 
Henry brought in a number of reſolves. They were as 


follows, viz. © Whereas the honotable houſe of com- 


F mons in England, have'of. late drawn into queſtion how 
far the general aſſembly of this colony hath power to 


© | 
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able by the people of this his majeſty's mot anche 
colony for ſettling and aſcertaining the ſame to all future 
times, the houſe of burgeſſes of this | preſent general 
aſſembly,” have come to the following reſolves : 
Reſolved, Thar the firſt adventurers, ſettlers of this 
his majeſty's colony and dominion of Virginia, brought 


2 


with them and tranſmitted to their poſterity, and all 


other his majeſty's ſubjects ſince inhabiting in this his 
majeſty's ſaid colony, all the liberties, privileges, fran- 
chiſes and immunities, that have at any time been held, 
enjoyed, and poſſeſſed by the people of Great Britain: 
Reſolved, That by two royal charters, granted by 
king James I. the coloniſts - aforeſaid are declared 
and entitled to all liberties, privileges, and immunities 
of denizens and natural ſubjects, to all intents and pur- 
poſes, as if they had been abiding and born within the 
realm of England: : 
Reſolved, That his majefty's li 
verned by their own aſſembly, in the article of taxes and 
internal police; and that the ſame have never been for- 
feited, or any other way yielded up, but have been con- 
ſtantly recogniſed by the king and people of Britain : - 
. Reſolved, therefore, That the general aſſembly of this 
coloagy; togadice with kis majeſty; <e tad fn fail 
in their repreſentative capacity, the only excluſive right 
and power to lay taxes and impoſts upon the inhabitants 
of this colony; and that every attempt to veſt ſuch 
power in any other perſon or perſons whatſoever, than the 
general aſſembly aforeſaid, is illegal, unconſtitutional, 
and pnjuſt, and hath a manifeſt tendency to deſtroy 
Britijh as well as American liberty: 


people of this an- 


of being thus go- 


Reſolyed, 


EET NTT” 


is | 
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Reſolved, That his majeſty's liege people, the inh4. 


bitants of this colony, are not bound to yield obedience 


to any law or ordinance whatever, deſigned to impoſe 
any taxation whatſoever upon them, other than the laws 
or ordinances of the general aſſembly aforeſaid : * 

- Reſolved, That any perſon who ſhall, by ſpeaking or 


writing, aſſert or maintain, that any perſon or perſons, 


other than the'general aſſembly of this colony, have any 


right or power to impoſe or lay any taxation on the 


people here, 22 e eee 


Mey 


+ Upon W theſe reſolves, the Scotch gentlemen in 
the houſe, cried out treaſon, &c. they were however 
adopted. The next day, ſome old members got them 
reviſed, though they could not carry. it to reject them. 
eee eee "pag 


ne en 
 Thurjdey, May 30, 1765, 
Reſolved, That the fiſt i &c. 40 FL 
above : 
| Reſolved, This by exe benen &c. &c. 
Reſolved, That the taxation of the people by them - 
ſelves, or by perſqns choſen by themſelves to repreſent 


able to bear, or the eaſieſt method of raiſing them, and 


muſt themſelves be affected by every tax laid on the 


people, is the only ſecurity againſt a burdenſome taxa- 


tion, and the diſtinguiſhing — 
dom; without which the ancient conſtitution cannot exiſt: 
. Reſolved, That his majeſty's liege people of this his 
moſt ancient and loyal colony have, without interruption, | 
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enjoyed the ineſtimable right of being governed by ſuch 
laws, ing their internal polity and taxation, as are 
derived from their on conſent, with the approbation of 
their ſovereign or his ſubſtitute; and that the ſame hath 
never been forfeited or yielded up, but hath been con- 
= e dos wy Lens people of S 
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Philadelphia, having been ſent off immediately upon their 
paſſing, that the earlieſt information of what had been 
done might be obtained by the ſons of liberty. From 


thence the like was forwarded on the ſeventeenth of 


June. At New York the refolves were handed about 
with great privacy: they were accounted ſo treaſonable, 
that the poſſeſſors of them declined printing them in 
that city. The i gentleman alluded to above, being 


chere, inquired after them, and with much precaution 


was admitted to take a copy. He carried them to New 
England, where they were publiſhed and circulated far 
and wide in the newſpapers, without any reſerve, and 
proved eventually the occaſion of thoſe diſorders which 
afterward broke out in the colonies. Till they appeared, 
it was thought that the Rhodes Tſanders would ſubmit. 
Murmurs indeed were continually heard: but they 
ſeemed to be ſuch as would die away. The Virginia 
reſolurionis'gave u ſpring to all the diſguſted; and they 
began to adopt different meaſures. 

The Manche alſembly had hit upon a witk ind 
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be acquainted with what had been done in Virginia. It 


was projected and brought on by Meſſrs. Oris's, father 
and ſon. They were viſiting at James Warren's eſqʒ 
of Plymouth, a ſon and brother in law, he having mar- 
tied Miſs Otis. The ſtate of public affairs, and how to 
get rid of the burdens coming upon the colonies, were 
the ſubjects of converſation. Congreſſes had often 
been held, and though there was no precedent of any 


one's being called, but at the inſtance of perſons autho- 


rized or employed by the miniſtry, excepting the firſt 
congreſs we read of, which was propòſed by the Maſſa- 
ebuſetts general court in 1690 ; yet no reaſonable objec- 
tion could be made againſt holding one upon the 


_ preſent emergency, notwithſtanding it might want the 


ſanction of adminiſtration, It was agreed to forward 
the meeting of a congreſs as a proper method for obtain - 
ing the removal of American grievances. ' The matter 


vas moved in the houſe of afſembly ; the conſequence 
vas, an agreement that © It is highly expedient, there 


ſhould be a meeting, as ſoon as may be, of committees 
from the houſes of repreſentatives or burgeſſes in the 
ſeveral colonies, to conſult on the preſent circumſtances 
of the colonies, and the difficulties to which they are 
and muſt be reduced, and to conſider of a general ad- 
dreſs—to be held at New York the firſt Tueſday of Oc- 
tober. Within two days, a letter was drafted to be 
ſent to the ſeyeral ſpeakers; and at the cloſe: of a fort- 
night, James Otis, jun. Oliver Partridge, and Timathy 
Ruggles eſqrs. were choſen the committee for the Maſ- 
fachuſetts. The governor, in his account to the lords 
of trade, ſaid, © It-was impoſſible, to oppoſe this mea- 
* to any.good purpoſe z and therefore the friends of 


govern- 
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took the lead in it, and have kept it in their 
hands, Two of the three choſen are faſt friends to go- 
vernment, prudent and diſcreet men, ſuch as I am af- 


fured will never conſent to any improper applications 
to the government of Great Britain.” Lieutenant go- 


vernor Calden deſignedly prorogued the meeting of the 
NewYork aſſerably, till after the time appointed for the 
congreſs; but the committee ordered, by the vote of 


73 


the houſe of the eighteenth of October 1764, to be a 


committee during the receſs, to write to and correſpond 
with the ſeveral aſſemblies or committees of aſſemblies 
on the continent, did by virtue of that order, meet 
in congreſs; and the houſe afterward approved of their 
conduct, on the twentieth of November; and moreover 
ration and execution of the ſtamp- act, and other acta 
for levying duties and taxes on the colonies, humble 
petitions be prepared to the king, the houſe of lords, 
and the houſe of commons, as nearly ſimilar to thoſe 
CC e ee eee 
of the colony will admit.“ 

The afſernblies of Yirginie, Nerth Carolina and Gocgie 
were prevented, by their governors, a eee 
tunity of ſending committees to congreſs. The Maſſa- 
cbuſetts-bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, Con- 
nefticut, New York, New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the Dela- 


ware Counties; Maryland and South Carolina, had their 


teſpective committees preſent at the place appointed: 
and Mr. Ruggles was choſen chairman. The petition 
to the houſe of commons being finiſhed was ſigned ; 
though only by members from fix colonies ; the com- 
mittees from Conneficut, New York, and South Carolina, 

not 
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not having been ſufficiently empowered, Mr. Ruggles 


took leave of the members, Thurſday evening the 
twenty · ſourth of October, and came off the next morn- 


| ing without ſigning; for which he was afterward cenſured 
by the Maſſechy/etts aſſembly. Mr. Otis was upon the 


point of treſpaſſing in like manner; hut was prevented 
by the influence of Mr. Themas Lynch of the South Ca- 


rulina committee, The congreſs diſſolved on October 


the twenty-fifth, having finiſhed the buſineſs, to which 


they had been appointed. The colonies that could 


Barlow, Trecothick and John Wentworth eſqrs. who are 


not ſend committees, ſhowed. as opportunities offered, 
their approbation of what had been done, by for- 
warding to their agents petitions to the like purpoſe 
with that of congreſs. New Hampſbire had, excuſed 
their not ſending to congreſs, from the then ſituation of 
their governmental affairs; but the ſpeaker laying be- 
fore the aſſembly the proceedings of congreſs, on No- 
vember the twenty-ſecond, they voted unanimouſly, 
t That this houſe do fully approve of and heartily join 


in the reſolves and ſeveral petitions agreed to by the ſaid 
general congreſs ; and that the ſpeaker, with two others 


(all whoſe names are mentioned) be empowered to ſign 
the ſame in behalf of this houſe, if not too late ; if the 
general petitions are forwarded, in that caſe the ſaid pe- 
titions to be. fairly engroſſed, that they ſign them in be- 
half of the houſe, and forward them-with duplicates to 


appointed ſpecial agents for the houſe, and are empow- 
ercd and defired to preſent the ſaid petitions, &c.” The 


committee wrote to theſe agents, on December the ſixth, 


and concluded with ſaying, © We in this province have 
NEE e . 
becauſe 
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becauſe we were inſenſible of our diſtreſſes; but becauſe 


nn | 


Veſ”.. 

*Mha.Muillanifalves davieg had: their fall operacion, 
and the ſpirits of the people being highly inflamed, the 
caſion. 'Mefirs. John Avery, jun. Thomas Crafts, John 
Smith, Henry Welles, Thomas Chace, Stephen Cleverly, 
Henry Baſs, and Benjamin Edes, to manifeſt their abhor- 
rence and deteſtation of thoſe perſons, who they ſup- 
poſed were endeavouring to ſubvert the Britiſh conſtitu · 
tion, to enſlave the colonies, and to alienate the affec- 
tions of his majzeſty's moſt faithful ſubjects in America, 


provide and hang out early in the morning of Auguſt ur 


the fourteenth, upon the limb of a large old eim, to- 
ward the entrance of Boſton, over the moſt public ſtreet, 
two effigies, one of which by the labels, appears to ba 
deſigned for the ſtamp officer; the other is a jack boot, 
with a head and horns peeping ont of the top. Not 
only the uſual paſſengers paſs under it, but the report 
ſpreads and draws great numbers from every part of the 
town, and the neighbouring country. The affair is left 
to take its own courſe, an enthuſiaſtic ſpirit diffuſes 
itſelf through the body of the ſpectators. In the even- 
ing the pageantry is cut down, and carried in funeral 
proceſſion, the populace ſhouting, /zherty and property 
for ever n ſtamps, &c. &c. They direct their way to 
2 new building, lately erected by: Mr. Oliver, which 
they pull down, falſely ſuppoſing it to be deſigned for 
the ſtamp-office. They go on to his houſe, before 
which they behead his effigy, breaking at the ſame time 
ag atiRabe They then. repair to 
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Oliver had prudently retired, leaving à few friends be. 


15. 
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Fore Hi, on the hte, where 
they burn his effigy. After this they return to attack 
his premiſes ; and many of them with tlubs, ſtaves, '&c. 
go to work on the garden, fences, barns, Cc. Mr. 


hind to keep poſſeſſion of the dwelling: theſe commit- 
ting ſome ſlight indiſcretions, the -populace are ſo en- 
raged, that they force themſelves into the lower part 
of it, break the windows and deſtroy the furniture. 
They diſperſe about midnight. The next day Mr. 
Oliver, fearful of what may otherwiſe happen, declares 
that he has written to England, and reſigned. | The 
mob aſſemble again at night: and, after ſome expreſ- 


ſions of joy for the reſignation, proceed to the lieutenant 
. governor's, Mr. Hutchinſon's houſe, which they beſiege 


| for an hour, though in vain, inſiſting repeatedly upon 


knowing - whether he had not written in favor of the 
ſtamp- act: at length, through the influence of ſome 
diſcreet perſons, they withdraw, and finiſh Ren 
W rene Wr 

Eleven days after, nen 
and alarming. In the evening a number of perſons, 
diſguiſed and armed with clubs, ſticks, &c. collect in 
King-ſtreet, in conſequence: of a preconcerted plan. 
They go firſt to Mr. Paxton's, marſhall of the court of 
admiralty and ſurveyor of the port; being affured by 


the owner of the houſe, that Mr. Paxton had quitted it 


with his beſt effects; and being invited by him' to- the 
tavern to drink a barrel of punch, they accept the offer, 


and the houſe is ſaved. Having finiſhed the punch, they 


proceed to and attack the houſe of Mr. Witham Story, 


W break the 


winden, 


- 


AMBRICANREVOLYTION. "7 


windows ; force into the dwelling ; ſtrip the office of the 
books and files belonging to the faid court; burn and 
deſtroy them. with many ocher papers. injure and cn 
à great part of his. furniture. 
| een of d that the fad cores in the 
affair meant mainly an aſſault upon the houſe of the 
deputy regiſter, -who, by various mal- practices, had 
made himſelf highly obnoxious to perſons doing buſi- 
neſs at his office. But mobs once raiſed, ſoon become 
_ ungovernable by new and large acceſſions, and extend 
their intentions far beyond thoſe of the original inſtiga - 
tors. Crafty men may intermix with them, hen they 
are, ranch dewed, $ac! Hirats" their opertzions quite dif- 
ferently from what was at firſt deſigned, 
| Hoy far the ſcheme of the preſent mob extended, 
when it firſt collected, is hard to fay ; but upon leaving 
Mr. Stary's, they proceed to the houſe of Mr. Benjamin 
 Hallowell, comprtroller of the cuſtoms for Boſton ; and 
to the repetition of ſimilar exceſſes to what have been 
liquors in the cellars, the taking away of wearing appa- 
carrying off of thirty pounds ſterling in money. Many 
joined them, they become more riotous, and ar ready + 
for any miſchief. They hurry away to Mr. Hutghin- 
us, houſe wah. the rage of madmen. He ſends off 
to remain; but is ſoon under the neceſſity of withdraw- 
Ing, firſt to one houſe; then to another, where:he con- 
tinues till four in che morning; by which time, one of 
che beſt finiſhed, houſes in the colony has nothing re- 
Vor-. I. J 
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maining but the bare walls and floors. Gentlemen of 
the army, who have ſeen towns ſacked by an enemy, 
deelare they never before ſaw an inſtance of ſuch fury. 
The rioters carry off about nine hundred pounds ſter- 
ling, beſide plate, family pictures, houſhold furniture 
of every kind, and the apparel of the lieutenant gover- 
nor, his children and ſervants. They alſo empty the 


houſe of every thing whatſoever, except à part of the 


87. - 


kitchen furniture; and ſcatter or deftroy all the manu- 
ſcripts and other papers he has been collecting for thirty 
years back; beſides a great number of public papers in 
his cuſtody, The loſs of papers is irreparable. 

The next day it was/ ſtrongly-reported, by the ene- 
mies of Dr. Jonathan - Maybew,” that he approved of 
[theſe doings z and had, indeed, encouraged them, in a 
ſermon preached the preceding Lord's day on Gal. v. 
12, 13. This led him to write immediately to Mr. 
Hutchinſon; and in his letter he condoled with him, 
4 on account of the almoſt unparalleled outrages, com- 


mitted at his houſe the preceding evening; and ſaid, 


- © God is my | witneſs, that, from the bottom of my 
heart, I deteſt theſe proceedings; and that I am ſin- 
cerely grieved for them, and have a deep ſympathy with 


you, and your diſtreſſed family on this occaſion. I did, 
indeed, expreſs myſelf ſtrongly, in favor of civil and 
religious liberty, 8 1 hope I ſhall ever continue to do; 


and ſpoke af the ſtamp act as a great grievance, like 
to prove detrimental, in a high degree, both to the co- 
lonies and the mother country; and 1 have heard your 
honor ſpeal to the ſame purpoſe. But, as my text 
led me to do, I cautioned my hearers very particularly, 
* 8 3 nn 1 
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that” no perſons among ourſelves had encouraged the 
bringing of ſuch a burden on their country, notwith- 
- ſtanding it had been ſtrongly ſuſpected. In truth, Sir, 
T had rather loſe my hand, than be an encourager of 
ſuch outrages as were committed laſt night. I do not 
think my regard to truth was ever called into queſtion, 
by thoſe that knew me; and therefore hope your honor 
Mn as 10 wee e 2 ro dgorwnm 
This Nu thi pete coker Be Uu inks 
The chief juſtice, Mr. Hutchinſon, attended in his only 
CET? OR A Eee ES. 
wiſely calculated to procure regard to authority; while 
the other gentlemen of the bench and bar appeared in 
their reſpective robes. The court refuſed to do any 
buſineſs, and adjourned to the fifteenth of October, to 
ſhow their reſentment of the inſult offered the lieutenant 


governor, as well as their ſenſe of the anarchy to which 


| the government was reduced. Half a dozen of the 


dregs of the people, who, being taken up, refuſed to 
diſcover the ringleaders, were committed. Three broke 
Jail and fled, nad iy eee e 
againſt the other three in cuſtody none was found ; for 
it was not thought ſafe to proſecute. The temper” of 
the public would not admit of it, without hazarding 
further diſturbances; and for that reaſon, one, who was 
capiraly charged with being a principal in the riot, and 
ſecured; was finally diſmiſſed by the juſtices. - | 
; Various cauſes rnight contribute toward the outrageous 
attack upon the houſe and property of Mr. Hutchin- 
ſon. As long back as 1748, the-currency having de- 
Lora es ta he, 
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being den ſpeaker of the, houſe, projected, and carried 


through a bill for aboliſhing it, and fubſtituting gold 
and filyer in its place, which made him extremely ob- 


N ere 


led on to the houſe, by a. ſecret influence, with a view 


much diſſatisfied with the alteration. They then threat- 
ened him with deſtruction; and, retaining their rancour, 
are ſuppoſed to have been aiders and abettors, if not 
actors in the riot, —A certain gentleman of great inte- 
grity, and who fills a place in the judicial department, 
with much credit and to the ſatisſaction of the public, 


has expreſſed a ſtrong apprehenſion, that the mob was 


to the deſtruction of certain papers, known. to be. there, 


and which, it is thought, would have . proved, that. the 


grant to the New. Plymouth company on Kennebec 
river, vas different ſrom what was contended. for by 


ſome claimants. The papers were neyer found after- 


ward.—But, Mr. Hutchin/en had certainly diſguſted. the 


People exceedingly, by promoting the ſuperior court's 


granting writs of aſſiſtance; and by ſhowing himſelf ſo 


enuous in ſupporting government, when become odi- 


ous, by the meaſures adopted for obliging the colonies 
to pay taxes in compliance with Britiſh adds of parlia- 


ment. He was alſo ſtrongly ſuſpected of having for- 
warded the ſtamp-act, by letters written upon the occa- 


Lion; Theſe circumſtances, co-operating: with the ge- 
neral diſpoſition in the people ta tumult, produced by a 


prevailing perſuaſion, that they were deprived of the 


liberties: of , Engliſhmen, will account for the exceſſive 
outrages againft him in particular. But their enormity 
wes alarming. No one knew who might be the next 


fade, The naue, 


defing tht che nexr diy; emanithoolly yore, „Th 
the leleck men and magiſtrates be defired to uſe their 
utrrioft enden vors to fuppreſs the ke diſortiers for the” 
future: and for ſome time, the magiſtrates and private 
gente the” entet and vther can panik «hr, nh 
af night@s'prevent further violewces:” ©!" 

In juſticr to Mr. if mut be Wed that 
from his Tetters tb Mets. Nolan, Jurtſm, and others; * 
it chat he then conſidere@' parliament's taxing” 
the colönles as inconfiſtent with the rights" of the colo- 
nilts, and as 4 mere act of power, without regard to 
equity.” He was ar the trouble of writing a pamphlet 


in 1764, containing A Mf Rare of the” Hane f the colo-" | 


nts, "and ide intereſt of the "nation wit refpett to" them. 
This,” When he had diſguiſed it fo as tar it might not be” 
ſupecded to come from Arterica, he fenr'to Mr. Jackſon 
the agetit, who was either to or publiſh ic; and 
he afterwitd exprefſe@ a furpriſe at his not having done 
che tative.” The following are extras Bom it:. 
The" tight ts nen Acquired” countries, according 10 
the conftitution of England, two hundred years ago, Was 
allowed to be in the crown. The crown from time © 


ſubje&s but to foreign princes: particularly Acadie 


Nie Storia, when begun to be ſettled by Britiſh ſubjeds, 5 


were Eeded t6 Franc, although France had no better clam 
ts them than to New England: and Ser henne was fol, 
* exchanggd with the Dutch.” Ele might have ad- 
in proof of James J. being of opinion, that 

he had a perſonal right to alienate at * 
acquired territory, his granting, in Septe mber 1621 

Mees Sl, which could not OT EET 0 
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time diſpoſed of theſe countries, not only 1 4 i! 
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England, 60, Sir Illes Mexevder of Menſtry, aſter- 
ward Lord Stirling, under the ſeal of Scotland; and 
his erecting it into a palatinate, to be holden as a fief 
of the crown of Scotland. Under the ſame ſeal, and 
in the ſame words, the grant was confirmed by Charles I. 
in June 1625, The legality of theſe grants appear not 
to have been queſtioned at the time, which indicates that 
CO eee 


lands in their natural tate are of ho value: "there. is not 
aoy colony which: has nar coſt mare to make it capable 


af 


of rendering profit than it is now worth... i 

« In the trading towns, in ſome of the colonies the laſt 1 
war, one fourth part of the profit of the trade was an- 
nually paid to the ſupport of the war, and other public 
charges. In the country towns, a farm which would not 
rent for twenty pounds a year, paid ten pounds taxes, 
Was it from parental affection to the coloniſts, and to fave 
them from French vaſſalage, that Great, Britain was. at 
ſuch expence z or was it from fear of loſing the adyan- 
eqgroun trade the had cxeried on'mith her cognate N 
0 « When there is peace in Europe, what occaflon is 
ere for any national expence in America "of . 
li cannot be good policy to tax the Americans ; it 
will prove prejudicial to the national intereſts. The ad- 
vantages propoſed by the increaſe of the revenue, arc 
fallacjous and. deluſive.. You will loſe more than you 
will gain, e e erat of Ur rae, od 
of the increaſe of their ſubſtance,” _ 

„ Your commerce with the colonies will be enough 
for you, OT IO eee, 
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you encourage the colonies to increaſe the conſumption 
of your manuſactures for. fifty years to come, as they 
have done ſor fiſty years paſt; and with no more than 
reaſonable . whrotg 
in much greater proportion... 
Though the diſturbances began 3 
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were not confined. to the Maſſachuſetts. They broke out 


in the other colonies; and ſo near to the ſame time, aa 


to excite ſuſpicions, that it was not wholly-the effect of 
accident, but partly of a preconcerted deſign. | Rhode 


Nand and Providence Plantations ſhowed» themfeives 


among the foremoſt in their oppoſition to the ſtamp- act. 


A gazette extraordinary was publiſhed: at Providence, Aug. 


u, there is liberty.. The publication had a tendency to 
prepare the people for action. Effigies were alſo: exhi- 
bited ; and.in che evening, —— 
populace. > wi bangtise. od 
About nine in the 6 
in Rhode Maud brought forth three effigies, meant for 


halters about their necks, to a gallows near the towns: . 
houſe, where they were hung; der a while eur den. 


with. Var populi, Lor Dei, in large letters ſor the fron-⸗-—- 


- & 
1,» 


Meſſrs. Howard, Maſſatt, and Jabmſton, in a cart with 


and burnt amid the. acclamations. of choufands. 


By the next day there was time enough. 10 hear- of 33 


what had been done at Boſton, The people collected, 


or rather were muſtered afreſh, and beſat che hquſe uf 5 
Mr. Martin Howard jun. a lawyer of reputation, and 5 


a yriter in defence. of the parliament's right to tax the 


colonies, . They deſtroyed cycry. thing, and left only a 


ſhell. They paſſed on to Dr. Thomas e 
anne | N 4 
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fician, one who had warmly ſupported in converſation 
the ſame right, and behaved in like manner. They in- 
tended doing it to Mr. Auguftus JobyRon, but deſiſted 


upon perſuaſion z and on his coming to town, and giving 
it under his hand that he would not accept the office of 


fied, they became quiet. ——— 


| haftened on board a ſhip of war for perſonal ſafety. 


K — —— Lith Wyuilly v66- 
Jent ; but va, gras Fre wg 
divers places. 

They had bey at — ny they 


5 5 oommitted to the flames, when the day cloſed; 
26. They had the ſame at Lebanon; but bebe bey cs. 


27. 


| he reſigned his office. N 
e e eee eee 
act is treated with the moſt indignant contempt, by 


-- ward the end of October the ſtamp papers arrive 3 und 


ceutedd and burnt; they had the parade of @ mock trial. 


The next day there was a repetition of the like, ex- 
cepting che trial. At length the reſentment againſt the 
ſtamp· diſtributor became nn, m. 


2 — Aw" t HH arttine 


from the ſpirit which the citizens diſcover, The ſtarnp- 


being printed and cried about the ſtreets, under the title 
of, The folly f Excuant and ruin of Antiroa. To- 


Mr. Men having reſigned, - lieutenant 
du rakes chem into Fort Geirge. Somme extraordinary 
preparations for ſeeuritig them having diſpleaſed the in- 
ae, HON Joined to the dime they have (entertained to 
Nor. Colder's politzeal Rntfmients, and its being the day for 
the «aero 

aſſemble 


7 


— 


ane een eee er _wWy 
afkerrtie in the evening. They proceed to dhe fort 
wills ; break open his table : rake out his coach f and, 
aſter carmying it thitough the prine ipal ftreers of che eley 
in triumph idrch to the common, where a gallows- is 
erected; on one end of which they ſuſpend his effigy, 
having in his right hand a ſtamped bill ef 'ading, atid 
in the other, a figure for the devil. After hunging 6 
conſiderable time, they carry the whole, with che gallows. - 
intire, the coach preceding, in proceſſion to the gate of 
the fort; from hence it is removed: to the bowling. 
green, under the tiuzzles of the guns: where 4 bonfire. 
is immechatefy made, and all dacht included, are con- 
ſumed amid "the etultations of ſome thouſands of: ſpee- 
titors. They go from hehee to major Jus houſe, 
before known by the name of Vu bad, which. is gen- 
reely furniſhed 5 Contains a valuable library and many 
curloſities, and has a handſome” gardem belonging to it. 
They ftrip it of every article; malte another donfire, and 
conſume the whole, beſide deſtwoying de garden ; and 
all becauſe of his being a friend te the ſtamp- at. | 
The next morning a paper is privatetydrawn-vpy/and Nor. 
given to a man to read from the balcony of the eee 
houſe, to and about which the citizens are uſed to fre- 
quent: it fets forth the neceffity of being peaceable; and 
calls upon the inflabitttits to turm out with their ürms 
pores. und muell all riotoas proceedings Phe 
it appears to have upon being hend, i Tilfared” 
7 captain Juue Stays, who forrnerly — 
' and is Mirterky ſet aghirift che ſtünp -  Hav- 
ing been feeretly inforrhed in the morning what is to be 
de, he is preſene, and tels the populitcs, who" coe 
about him, „ The — 
at + 1 2 . 
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been read, is to prevent our having the ſtamp papers: 
and adds, but we will have them within gur and 
twenty hours. He then flouriſhes his hat, and cries, 
% Huzza, my lads.“ They immediately comply in 
loud ſhouts. He turns to ſeveral gentlemen preſent, and 
ſays, Tour beſt way, as you may nom ſee, will be to 
adviſe lieutenaat governor Calden to ſend the ſtamp 
. papers from the fort to the inhabitants. In the even- 
— the mob inſiſt upon his, delivering 
| thenyQinto/Qtheir, hands. He hopes to ſatisfy them, by 
declaring ha will do nothing in relation to the ſtamps, 
but leave it to Sir Henry Moore to do as he pleaſes on 
q his arrival. The people arc. not contented 3 they will 
have the ſtamps, or attempt taking them away by force; 
which muſt prohably be attended vuh much bloodſhed. 
Aſter repeated negotiation, it is agreed, that they ſhall be 
delivered; to the corporation; which is accordingly done, 
and they are depoſited in the city hall, to general ſatis- 
faction. Ten boxes gf the like, which arrive afterward, 
; meet with a-worſe-fate, being committed to che flames. 
The deſtruction of major James s houſe, (for it was 
reduced to @ ſhell) convinced the gentlemen, who were 
ſtanding vp for the rights of the colonies, that it was 
neceſſary to have leaders to manage the mob. It _ 
— — ws ite 
They met in the fields; and it was propoſed, vote. 


** ————— wich- 
the other colanies. This was a meaſure of fo ſerious: 
and important a nature, as to endanger the property and 
lives of the committee, eſpecially ſhopld the ſtamp- act 
be enforced and carried through; and therefore there 


uns no one, for more than hal 8 
venture 


ſ «1 
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venture to accept. Mr. James De Lacey, who: had 
joined the popular ſide, in order to ſecure. a ſeat. in the 


aſſembly at the next general election, was nominated : 


but declined, pleading his being upon the committee to 


converſe with the lawyers, on their proceeding to buſi - 
neſs without ſtamps, inſtead of ſuſpending. it, as they 


appeared to intend. At length, hawever, captain Sears 


with four others offered, and were approved. .... .. ...; 

They agreed among themſelves to ſign all the letters 
wich their ſeveral names, and to open a correſpondence 
wich all the colonies. The Philadeiphians were requeſted. 
to-farward. their. cadloſed, letters to the more ſouthern, 
ſtares, and the, Bafonians to forward thoſe, for" New: 
Hamꝑſbire. bt widad aner? Aera 0 vii rat 
„Here we ſee another, ſer of . correſponding ſons af, 
kberty originated, to firengthen the. oppolition of che 
hain. parliamentary taxation iinient 3 ind ot 

| The commotions beyond New: Tord did not terminate 
in ſimilar exceſſes to what had happened theres at Mes- 
fort, and Beſten; but the | exhibition of effigies. in the 
day, the burning them at night, and other marks of 
diſpleaſure, induced the ſtamp officers to reſign; © Some 
did. it with a better grace than others. Mr. Gang 
Mercer, diſtributor for Virginia, arrived in the evening 
at Viliambargb. The people immediately urged bim to 


a manner, that he had the repeated acclamations of all, 
preſent. r 
were {et a ringing, and all was joy and ſeſtivity. 


having on board the ſtamps, all the veſſels in the har- © 
bour hoiſted their colours half ſtaff high; the bells were 
4 -2 _ muffled 


reſign. The next day he declined acting, in ſo genteel 


- „ * 
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modled and continued to toll tif evening ee 
countenance added to the marks of ſincere 


A lange number of people, chiefly of the preſbytetian 


perſusſion, and of the proprietary party, with William 


Men efq; the chief juſtice's ſon at their head, aſſembled 
and endeavoured to procure the ſtariip diftributor's re- 
Nghation, It had Been for forme time warrnly talked? of, 
that he ought to reſign. Mr. Haybes was obnoxious to 
both the prefbyterian and the proprietary party; but 

particularly hateful" to the latter, "as it was his #rereft, 
uu and infiuiite, in the Pomyyloaiis houſe of affem.. 
bly; chat eriabled the province to ſend home Dr. Frankin 
to preſent their petitions, for a change of government 
from proprietary to royal—a change highly difigreeable 
ts each party. The body of quakers ſeemed difpofed 
to pay obedience tothe ftamp-aft, and fo did part of 
the church of England and of the” baptiſts not tiger 
proprietary influence,” Put no Part were pafec to en. 
ge the Due and lower claſt of people in the oppo- 
fitioh y and though Mr. Flugber held out bag “, fer lie 
foun#'it neceflary at length to com. 
r, Hiod, lamp diftributor for Merylind; Mat he 
might avoid reſigning, fed to New Tort, and obtzined 
protection in the fort. Upon Sir Henry Meore's arrival 
he left the fort} and went to Lu Wand. A number of 
the frermen oroſſect over unexpedtedly ; furpriſed kim ; 
oblige hit to fig a paper, declaring his abſolute ind 
fil refignatioi;/ ard then took hirtt before magiſtrate, 
eprom Apogee cord 
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Alt Bafas they took care to keep up the ſpirit of liberty, 
though they avoided former violences. A new political Sept. 
Paper appeared. under the ſignificant title of * The 
Conſtitutional Courant, containing matters intereſting to 
liberty, and no ways repugnant to /oyalty; printed by 
Andrew Marvel, at the ſign of the Bribe refed, on 
 Conftitutiqn Hill, North America.” It wo a more ſigni- 
ficant head ſnake cut into eight pieces, the 
head part having N E the initials of New Exgland af- 
fixed to it, and che reſt the initials of the other colonies 

to South Caroline inchuſively, and in order, NX, NJ, 
P, M, V, NC, 8 C. amm 
vas LOIN, r DIE. 

The morning of the day when. che pad took Nor. 
place, was uſhered in wich the tolling of bells. The 
[large old elm (which fince che fourteenth of Auguſt, = 
Ven the riots began, had been adorned with an inferip- 
tion, and obtained the name of liberty wee, as the ground 
under it had chat of liberty hall; and which gave riſe to 
other trees being ſo called, upon an appropriation to 
popular purpaſes by the ſons of liberty) was deco 
rated with two effigies. They were cut down at three 
o clock, amid the acclamations of thouſands ; carried 
about town, then to the gallows upon the Neck ; there 
hung up again; after a while cut down ; torn in pieces 
and ſcattered. The people repaired home ; and the 
evening paſſed away quietly, But a tranſaction took 
\place afterward, not much to the. credit of the town. 

Mr. Quer was called ypoa by a letter from, (ﬆ it Dec, 
was improperly ſigned) the true fans of liberty, to make ** 

2 public reſignation of his dffige on the morrow, under 
liberty tree. He defired a gentleman to interpoſe, and 


. 


EN 


"Hz HISTORY Of THE "| 


"pda Arb p at che town houſe; 
dut after ſeveral conſultations, nothing more could be 


— edit of having no affront” offered, 
and a propoſal to invite the principal perſons of the 


"town to accompany him. He was obliged to repair to 


"Hberty tree; there to read his declaration in the preſence 


of more than two thouſand people; and then to ſwear 
to it before a Juſtice, on the ſpot for that purpoſe. The 
cool, firm, and judicious ſons of liberty, muft condemn 


this procedure toward the ſecretary, as mean, revenge- 


upon a ſtage, in the moſt 


+ful, and cruel. Tr was torturing his feelings afreſh, as 
manner, - after 


having been terrified into a reſignation four months be. 


* 99 


do che continent. The people of St. Kitts obliged the 


The oppoftion to the ſtamp officers was not confined 


diftributor and his deputy to reſign; 'Barbadoes ſub- 
_ mitted to the act. Jamaica in general cleared out with 
RKamps ; but Ning fon, as before, without. Upon the 
— —— TuDrrutheg. 7 * 
— — der; either 
of diſtributing or uſing ſtamps, was increaſed in one 
government by the following paper, paſted up at the 
e dr gt Fe overt ng 
—— | 
edt eerie. 8 rare ne. | "TILT > 


| The firt man chat cher ab hae or makes ws of 
- ſtamped r 
"perſon, ad es.. 

. er eee We due. e chen 
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The public reſentment was kept alive and lively by 
r yeah 
met with, being openly burnt in ſeveral places, with the 
effigies of the officers ; and by caricatures, paſquinades, 
puns, bon mots, and ſuch vulgar ſayings fitted to the 
occaſion, as by being ſhort, could be moſt eaſily circu- 
they carried with them the weight of a great many 
ay 

eee ee 
ſomicolchbr' ———— — or to 
a legal -inability for doing buſineſs, according to patlia- 
mentary - law. They however ventured upon it, and 
riſked the "conſequence, - The veſſels failed from the 


ſtamp's papers in the province, refuſed to deliver 
them, which certificate being handed by the maſters to 
the naval officer, they were admitted to give bond. in his 


ports as before; excepting that, in ſome inſtances, a cer- | 


191 ; 


ſtamps. The Rhode: [land and Providence Plantations 


were ſuſpended in the other colonies. Toward the end 
of November, it was agreed in Maryland and Virginia 
to proceed on buſineſs in the uſual manner without 
ſtamps. In the Maſſachuſetts the popular party ſo far 
prevailed, that the houſe of aſſembly reſolved, January 
the twenty-third 1766, That the ſhutting up the 
courts of juſtite is a very great grievance ; and that the 


judges, juſtices, and all other public officers in this pro- | 
vince ought to proceed as uſual.” But when the ſupe- 
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concerned evaded the proſecuting af buſineſs. - The 
layers in a body waited, as uſual, upon the judges, on 
the fit day of the term, before they went into the court. 
The chief juſtice, Mr. Hutchinſon, pat being preſent at 
this meeting, Mr. Peter Oliver ſaid. he attended accord- 
ing to his duty, and that he underſtood it would be ex- 
pected chat he and his brethren ſhould proceed. in buſineſs 
in defiance of the late act of parliament: ſuch proceed- 
ing, he added, was: contrary to his judgment and.opi- 
nion; and if he ſubmitted to it, it would:be only for 
ef preſervntion, as he knew he was in the hands of the 
Populade: he therefore previouſly proteſted, that all fuch 
ts of his; if they ſhould happen, would be acts under 
dureſs. To which the other judges aſſenting, it was 
propoſed to each of the lawyers ſingly, Do you Aglirt 
that bufineſs foould proceed conrery ts the ad of parlia- 
went? Every one of them anſwered in the negative, 
ever Mr. Otis himſelf. But they ſaid, :it-would be pro- 
per to try a cauſe or two to · quiet the people: accard- 
nels was poſtponed to the middle of April. 
| Have been noticed, were ſeverely cenſured by many and 
numbers in all the colonies, might ſeem inclined to ſubmit 
no the ſtamp- act, yet the right of impoſing it was univer- 
fally condemned, and the colonial rights as univerſally 
aàoceded to by the moſt peaceably diſpoſod. The reſo- 
| Jutions of the Pemhivania aſſembly, which met at Nbila- 
1765. Aalphia in September 1765, were paſſedd nomine cuntra- 


pe. cicentez/ and left upon their mhuutes; 5t us d beſtimocy 
20:7 | | | ee of 
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of the tal and unden deſir of that houſe; to preſerve. 5. 


their ineftimable rights, which as Engii/hmen they poſ- 
 ſeſſed ever ſince the province was ſettled, and to tranſmit 
them to their lateſt poſterity.” They © reſolved, That 
che orily legal repreſentatives of the inhabitants of this 
province, are the perſons they annually: cle& to ſerve as. 
members of aſſembly Reſolved therefore, That the 
taxation of the people of this province by any other per- 
ſons whatſoever, than ſuch their repreſentatives ' in al- 
ſembly, is unconſtitutional, and ſubverſive of their moſt 
valuable right Reſolved, That the laying of taxes 
upon the inhabitants of this province, in any other man- 
ner, being naturally ſubverſive of public liberty, muſt, 
of neceſſary conſequence, be utterly deſtructive of public 
happineſs *.” There might not be ſo many quakers in 
the houſe as uſual; the times probably occaſioned a 
larger choice out of other denominations ; but there muſt 
have been ſeveral; and theſe we find acquieſced. Theſe 
reſolutions are as much oppoſed to the claims of the 
Britiſh parliament, as are thoſe of the Meoſſachufetts aſ- 
ſembly; paſſed October the twenty-ninth. Indeed the 
latter dwell more upon the unalienable eſſential rights of 
mankind, of which theſe cannot be diveſted, conſiſtent 
with the law of God and nature, by any law of ſociety ; 
and they evidently mark it out, in their opinion, as one 
of thoſe rights, that no man can juſtly take the property 
of another without his conſent. They alſo reſolved, 
_ thata-repreſentation in parliament of the inhabitants of 
their province, ſuch as the ſubjects in Britain aQually 
enjoy, is impratticable for the ſubjects in America f. 
r 9 p. 536. + Thid. 


Vol. XXVI. p. 94. 
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of admiralty within the provinces, is a moſt violent in- 
| fraction of the right of trials by juries. The reſolves 
| of the Maryland and Cunnacticut aſſemblies, paſſed, the 
one September the twenty- eighth, and the other No- 
vember the firſt, breathed the fame ſpirit . | 
- But we have now to attend to a judicious meaſure, 
Os. purſued by the New York merchants, the more effectu- 
31. ally to obtain a repeal of the ſtamp- act. They reſolved 
to direct their correſpondents not to ſhip any more goods 
till it was repealed; and that they would not ſell any 
goods upon commiſſion, which ſhould be ſhipped from 
Britain, after the firſt of January, unleſs upon that con- 
dition. They were the foremoſt in adopting the non- 
Importation agreement; and recommended the like con- 
duct to the wre n and che neighbouring provinces 

in trade. 

Nor. The merchants and traders of Philadelphia had a 
general meeting, and entered into a ſimilar agreement. 
Some quakers, who would not ſign the combination, 
thought it prudent to be governed by the ſame reſtric- 
tion; and gave directions that the goods ordered ſhould 
not be ſent, unleſs the ſtamp- act was repealed. - 
Dec, It was not till December the ninth that the merchants 
ge and traders of Pofon reſolved upon a non-importation. 

| Government may deem ſuch combinations illegal, as 

they are apt to do all that are oppoſed to their own mea. 

| ſures ; but ſurely the caſe of communities is bad i, 

E i e g to e 
© © Gentleman's Magazine, Val. XXXVI. p- 94 and 9. 1 
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themſelves, -merely to fuſpend buying till they can . 
tain their own terms, when equitable. 

The peaceable line yy in theſe agreements, had 
not been attended to by all who oppoſed the ſtamp. act. 


95 


They therefore, for theit own fafety, had a recourſe to 


another, which might have drenched the country with 
blood, had not the repeal prevented. The way had been 
prepared by the publication of a ſyſtem of politics, 


which appeared originally in the New York papers, the 
principal point of which was, that the colonies are no 


otherwiſe related to Great Britain but by having the ſame' 
king. The effays meant to propagate and ſupport this 
ſyſtem made their firſt appearance in the New York' 
prints, but moſt probably ſome of the manuſcripts were 
ſent” from Boſton. The New York ſons of liberty 
had, at length, a meeting, wherein they reſolved; that 
they would go to the extremity with lives and fortunes 
to prevent the ſtamp- act. This ſpirit produced the fol- 
lowing agreement between them W 
in Connecticut. 


* Citaid reciprocal and mutual agreetiietita, conceſ- Dec, 
 fions and affociations made, concluded and agreed upon *5* 


by and berween the ſons of liberty of the colony of 
New Tark of the one part, and the ſons of liberty of the 
colony of CormeFicut on the other part, this twenty-fifth 
day of December, in che ſixth year of the reign of our 
ſoyereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, 
of Great Britain, France and Ireland king, defender of 
the faith, -and in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſixty-five,” Wu; 

The aforeſaid parties taking into their moſt ſerious 


| configeration the melancholy and unſettled ſtate of Great 
n 5 5 29990" NS 
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principles of che Bxrrisk CONSTITUTION, which they 


75 ; 


* 
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Britain and — Nerth Americtm colonies, proceeding as 
they are fully perſuaded, from a deſign in her moſt in- 
ſidious and inveterate enemies, to alienate the affections 
of his majeſty's moſt loyal and faithful ſubjects of North 
America from his perſon and government Therefore to 
prevent as much as in us lies the diſſolution of ſo in- 
eſtimable an union, they do, in the preſence of Almigh!y 
God, declare that they bear the moſt unſhaken faith and 


true allegiance to his majeſty King George the Third— 


a his. n perſon and family, and are fully determined 
to the utmoſt, of their power, to maintain and ſupport 
his crown and dignity, and the ſucceſſion as by law eſta- 
bliſhed ; and with. the greateſt cheerfulneſs. they ſubmit 
to his government, according to the known and juſt 


conceive to be founded on the eternal and immutable 
principles of Juſtice and equity, and that every attempt 


do violate or wreſt it, or any part of it from them, under 


whatever pretence, colour ar authority, is an heinous, ſin 
::againſt God, and the moſt daring contempt of the 
people, from whom (under God) all juſt government 
ſprings, From a ſacred regard to all which, and a juſt | 


 ſeriſe of the impending evils that might befal them, in 


conſequence of fuch a dreadful diſſolution, They do 
hereby, voluntarily, and of their own free will, as well 


for the ſupport of his majeſty's juſt prerogative and the 


ritiſh conſtitution as their own mutual ſecurity and pre- 
rvation, agree and concede to aſſociate, adviſe, pro- 
tect, and defend each other in the peaceable, full and 


joſt enjoyment of their inherent and accuſtomed rights 


4 Britiſh ſubjects of their 9 colamiet, not in the 
leaſt 
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leaſt deſiring any alteration. or innovation in the grand 
bulwark of their lberties and the wiſdom of ages, but 
only to preſerve it inviolate from the. corrupt hands of 
its implacable, enemie—And, whereas a certain pamphlet 
has appeared in America in the form of an alt of par- 
lament, called and known by the name of the Stamp- 
AF, but has never been legally publiſhed.or introdiic 
neither can it, as it would immediately deprive chem of 
the moſt invaluable part of the Britiſh conſtitution, Viz. 

the trial by juries, and the moſt juſt mode of taxation 

in the world, that is, of, taxing themle}ves, rights th 
every Britiſh ſuþje& becomes heir to as ſoon as born. 
For che preſervation of which, and every part of x 

Britiſh conſtitution, they do reciprocally reſolve and * 
termine to march with the utmolk, diſpatch, at their,owh 
proper coſts and *expence, on the fiſt proper notice, 
(which muſt be ſignified to them Þy at Jeaſt ſix of the 
ſons of liberty) with their whole force if. required, and 

it can be ſpared, to the relief of thoſe that ſhall ſhall, are, r. 
may de in danger from the famp-a27, or r 
and abettors, or any thipg relative to V3 on pg 1 
any thing that may have been done in oppoſition to 1 
obuining—And they de mutually and molt fervently 
recommend it to each other to be vigilant in 

All thoſe who, from the nature of their offices, vocations 

or diſpoſitions, may be the, maſt likely, to. introduce th 

uſe of ſtamped papers, to the total ſubverſion of 1 

Britiſh conſtitution and American liberty ; and the ſame, 
when diſcovered, immediately to adyiſe each other 58 15 
let them be of what rank or conditign foever ; and 

do agree, that they will mutually, and 


. 
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bring all ſuch betrayers of their country to che raolt 

condign puniſhment—And further, they do mutually re- 

ſolve to defend the liberty of the preſs in their reſpective 
colonies from all unlawful violations and impediments 
whatever, on account of the ſaid act, as the only means 

(under divine Providence) of preſerving their lives, li- 

berties and fortunes, and the ſame in regard to the 
judges, clerks, attornies, &c. that ſhall proceed without 

any regard to the famp-a7, from all pains, fines, mul&ts, 
penalties, or any moleſtation whatever—And finally, that 

| they will, to the utmoſt of their power, endeavour to 
bring about, accompliſh, and perfect t the like aſſociation 
with all the colonies on the continent for the like ſalutary 

purpoſes and no o f 

The oppoſition to the ſtamp- act raged apparently 1 more 

in New. York and Connecticut than in the Maſſachuſetts; 
but the aſſociation being agreed upon, was ſent by ex- 
preſs to the ſons of liberty at Boſton, and received Sun 
2766, day the ſecond of February 1766. On its receipt, let- 
ters were forwarded to à few individuals; and A e 
Feb, fixth of February, a circular” letter to the ſeveral towns 
in the colony, containing the alfociation, and the defire 

of the firſt original aſſociators to accompliſh the ike aſ- 
ſociation, with a requeſt to be informed of the ſenti- 
ments and diſpoſitions of the people in ſuch towns, A 
1 alſo ſent on the ſame fubject, to the ſons of 
at Portſmouth in Hampſhire colony. They met; 
221 in their anſwer of February the eighth, temißed 
their | jon of the meafure already taken, and 
their determination to oppoſe the execution of the tamp- 
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e 0 New l and: ConnaBicar 3 and in 
their letter to the brotherhood at Norwich, propoſed to 
commence a continental union, of which the latter greatly 
in their anſwer of February the tenth. © 


0 5 | 


On February the thirteenth, the ſons of liberty at Boſ- 13. 


ton wrote à circular letter to New Hampſhire, Connecticut 
and New York; and before the month was ended, the 
New Yorkers ſent circular letters as far as South Caralina, 
urging a continental union; 

Moſt of the towns in the Maſſachuſetts, havieg hem 
applied to, ſignified © their determination to march with 
their whole force to the ſupport of the Britiſh conſtitu- 
tion, and conſequently the relief of thoſe that ſhall or 
may be in any danger from the ſtamp- act or its abet- 
tors. | 8 . 
It is not to be ſuppoſed, that the diſorderly proceed- 
ings, above related, were chargeable ſolely on the dregs 
of the colonies. The ſons of liberty at New York, 
who held regular meetings, were ſaid to be directed by 
much greater perſons than any that appeared among 
them. The mobs conſiſted not of mere rabble ; bur 
were compoſed much of independent freemen and free- 
holders, fo that ſome of the firſt people in the provinces 
giſtrates, c. united directly or indirectly in the riots, 
of inhabitants would have been quiet; but great pains 


were taken to rouſe them into action. At Boften ſuch 
was the protection and countenance given to the rioters, 

that ſorne of the principal ringleaders walked the ſtreets 
| 04 with 
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; * no officer daring to attack them, no 
attorney general to proſecute them, no witneſs to appear 
againſt them, and no judge to fit upon them. But 
when the enortnities are ſaid to have originated from the 
Preſbyterians! and Congregationaliſts, the charge muſt 
be iĩmputed to malevolence, or to groſs ignorance, or a 
- mixture of both. The gentlemen on the ſide of go- 
verntnent, who were upon the ſpot, in their letters writ- 
ten at the time, placed them to the account of che Vir- 
ginia reſolves. Mr. Hurcbinſon tells his correſpondent, 
Nothing extravagant appeared in the papers till an 
account was received of the Virginia reſolves. Mr. 
Hughes writes, the fire began iti Virginia: governor 
Bernard, the publiſhing the Virginia reſolutions proved 
an Harum bell to the diſaſfected: another, in his letter 
to Mr. Secretary Cumtoay, from New. York, © the reſolves 
f the aſſembl ol Virginia gave the ſignal for a general 
outcry over the continent. The Virginiant are epiſco- 
he ſame : to them belongs the honor or diſgrace; and 
Jolely to particular colonies the diſgrace of the ſeveral 
enormities committed in them. The bulk of the peo- 
ple at Boſton gre. congregationaliſts; at Nm York, the 
-preſbyterians, including the Dutch and foreign ſocie- 
ties, may poſlibly be fully equal to, or even exceed the 
epiſcopalians. At Newport all denominations are equally 
und thereſore might be equally concerned; the peaceable 
.cquakers excepted. At New York the moſt violent ac- 
tors wert * 15 9085 congregationaliſts; 
A6 4 though 
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though here they were joined — <ajeo-.)). | 
nr 

Perle in Britain were d Hen dr afleRed. iy die . 
cuchances in the. colonies... This party was for ſuppart. 
ing the authority of parliament at all adventures, ad 
bor enforcing che ſtamp- akt, if neecful, wich the pein 

ol the ſword:; that for quieting the colonies by che re- 
peal of nl. Happy for them, Mr. Grewville, and his 
party had thrown themmſelves out of place on. a.diffe- 
n ſo that the marquis of 
fo ct vn — 
inclined to the Americans, came into office. The, mar- 
quis and his friends:did -not;corge,to-.a, cefalutign dij- 
recdy 40 repeal che act. The main lines of their-omn = 
plan were not marked out, nor the repeal determined 
upon. until a little beſore the meeting af parhament. 
But the choice of the meaſure; and of the principle to 


proceed was made before the ſeſſion. The papers 
23 affairs were produced to the 


of commons: and it was a kind of, plan on all 

r authority af parliament, and by 

chat very authority to give the colonies every relief — 
nature of the caſe, required. But the great cammoaner 

Mr. Pitt, who neither communicated, nor 
himſelf with any one, came to the houſe and 
that parliament had to rig to tax the colonies 3: and 
faid alſo, I am glad America. has roifped.. Ne hereby 
deranged. matters; - threw che oppalitian into a rage; 
and reduced the miniſtry to a neceſſity of accompany- 
ing che repeal, with the dedlaratory bill, expreflive of 
r bind che * caſes 


Whatever, by 
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1766. Mr. Grenville moved, that the ſtamp- act ſhould be 
enforced, and was ſupported by 134, but oppoſed by 
274. The merchants and manufacturers joined their 
efforts with miniſtry. to obtain a repeal. They were 
fuſions which exiſted, as being neceſſarily prejudicial to 

their own interefts, and tending to the deſtruction of 
commerce. The miniſtry did not fail to encourage 
petitions, complaining of hardſhips brought on by the 
great decay of trade to the American colonies ; and alſo 

-* inſtructions to members from the trading and manufac- 

_ © tiring towns. The petition of congreſs was not adrnit- 

ted: the members not being called together by the au- 

thority of the crown, though a futile was yet a prevail- 
ing argument againſt its admiſſion.” But che repeal was 
on the other petitions ; and after a ſix weeks 
inquiry into American affairs, was moved for, with the 
- greateſt" propriety, by general Comway,' the ſecretary, 
who had oppoſed the ſtamp - bill at the ſecond reading, 
and denied the right of parliament to tax the Americans. 
The debate, which enſued, was warm, intereſting and 

Feb. long. But, by three o'clock in the morning, the 

22- houſe; by an independent noble ſpirited and unexpected 
majority, in the teeth of all the old mercenary Swiſs of 
the ſtate, in deſpite of all the ſpeculators and augurs of 
political events, in deſiance of the whole embattled 

"legion of veteran penſioners and pradtiſed/inſtruments of 

court, gave a total repeal to the ſtamp- act, and (if the 

—— 

-a laſting peace to the whole empire. The motion 

ws carried by 275, againſt 167. The cyder counties 

* Mr, Edmund Burke's ſpeech, April 19, 1774. 1 
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ſupported it; for they expetted a repeal of the duty'oh 
cyder; and obtained it in April. It has been ſaid, chat 
| had not the miniſtry bartered the ſtamp-act againſt the 
repeal of the cyder duty, they would not have fucceed- 
ed. This however muſt be a falſe charge, if che for- 
mer marked paragraph is ſtritly true. During the de- 
bare, © the trading intereſt of the empire, crammell 
into che lobbies of the houſe of commons, with a trem- 
bling and anxious expectation, and walted, almoſt to a 
winter's return of light, their fate from the reſblution 
of the houſe. When, ar length, that had determined 
in their favor, and the doors thrown open, ſhowed them 
the figure of their deliverer, in the well earned triumph 
of his important victory, from the whole of that grave 
multitude there aroſe an involuntary burſt of gratitude and 
tranſport. They jumped upon him, like children oh | 
a long abſent father. They clung about him as cap- 
tives about | their redeemes; All Exgland joined in his 
_ applauſe. Nor did he ſeem inſemſible to the beſt of all 
earthly rewards, the love” and admiration of his fellow 
citizens. Hope elevated and joy brightmmed bis creft f. 

.. The miniſtry had certainly great difficulties to en- 
counter : the principal- originated in the colonies, and 
vere cauſed by the intemperate proceedings of the vari- | 
ous ranks of men within them. Their violence awaktned 
the honor of parliament, eſpecially 'after Mr. Pitfs 
ſpeech, and thereby involved I a 
into the imputation of betraying” its dignity. © 
e d h r cbs e e . 
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tisſied with the declaration. of right * . * All che Scorch 
members, ſave two, voted againſt the repeal. Mr. 


Bollan, who. informed Lieutenant, governor Hutchinſon 


_ gentlemen. 


went together to the king, and told what was reported. 


2 


of it by letter, omitted mentioning che names of the 


The bill having paſſed the houſe of commons, went 
up to the houſe of lords. Lords Bute and Strange pub- 
licly declared, that his majeſty's wiſh was not for a re- 
peal. The marquis of Rockingham and Lord Shelburne 


They were informed, that his majeſty had expreſſed 
his defire that it ſhould be enforced; but if it could not 
be done peaceably and without bloodſhed, it was his 
Hincere defire and intention, that it ſhould be totally re- 
d. The dukes of York and Cumberland, the 
a ords of the bed-chamber, and the officers of the houſe- 
hold, were for carrying fire and ſword to America. 
Moſt of the bench of biſhops joined them. Inſtead of 
aſeribing that to a ſanguinary diſpoſition, to which, their 
profeſſion was. oppoſed. ; let. it. be imputed to the pain- 
ful proſpect of being hindered eventually, from eſta- 
 bliſhing the Engliſh hierarchy within the American. co- 
lonies. There were in the houſe of lords, proxies | in- 
3 for the repeal 105, againſt it 7 171. 
. On, Wedneſday, March the nineteenth, his majeſty 
„ and paſſed the bill for re- 


pealing the American ſtamp-act; 48 alfo that for fe- 


the dependency of the cqlonies on the Britiſh 


ern. On this occaſion the American merchants 


OS e ee SIEGE wood. 
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made a moſt numerous appearance, to expreſs their gra- 
ritude and joy; ſhips in the river diſplayed their c6- 
lours; houſes at night were illuminated all over the 
city, and every decent and orderly method was obſery- 
ed, to demonſtrate the juſt ſenſe they entertained of his 
majeſty's goodneſs, and the wiſdom of parliament, in 
conciliating the minds of the people on this critical oc- 
caſion. An expreſs was diſpatched immediately to Fal- 
mouth, with letters to the different provinces, acquaint- 
ing them with the news of the repeal ; that ſo their fears 
might vaniſh, and give place to joy and exultation. 


E TT EN N 


Roxbury, April 144 1773. 


R. Sanne! Adams's name will occur frequently in | 
the courſe of our correſpondence ; be it noted "I 


therefore, that the firſt time of his being returned for gr 


Belem, and ſerving as a repreſentative, was upon an 27. 

election occaſioned by the death of Oxenbridge Thacher 

* The deceaſed belonged to the band of patriots ; 

| t when he happened to think differently from Mr. 

Otis jun. in the houſe of aſſembly, the latter treated him 

in ſo overbearing and indecent a manner, that he was 

obliged at times to call upon the ſpeaker to interpoſe 

and protect him. The A. of affairs required a par- 
cular - 
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 ticular-attention to the political ſentiments of the per- 
ſon who. ſhould be choſen. The inhabitants, in fixing 
upon Mr. S. Adams, made choice of a member, who 
was zealouſly attached to the rights of the Maſſachu- 
ſerts in particular, and the colonies in general; and but 
little to his own perſonal intereſts. He was well quali- 
fied" to ſecond Mr. Oris, and learned in time to ſerve 
his own public views by the influence. of the other. He 
was ſoon noticed by the houſe, choſen, and continved 

* their clerk from year to year, by which means he had 
the cuſtody of their papers ; and of theſe he knew how 
to make an advantage for political purpoſes. He was 
frequently upon important committees, and acquired 
great aſcendency, by diſcovering a readineſs to acquieſce 
in the propoſals and amendments of others, while the 
end aimed at by them, did not eventually fruſtrate his 
leading deſigns. He ſhowed a pliableneſs and complai- 
fance in theſe fmaller matters, which enabled him in the 
iſſue to carry thoſe of much greater conſequence ; and 
there were many favorite points, which the ſons of li- 
berty in the Maſſachuſetts meant to carry, even though 

the ſtamp-a& ſhould be repealed. .. | 

x766. Mr. Pitt's declaration againſt the perbament⸗ 8 fight 
to impoſe internal taxes, and his ſaying I am glad. Ame- 
Tia has reſiſted, were ſeized with eagerneſs by the popu- 
| lar leaders in the colonies. They praiſed and idolized 
him for the ſame, without regarding what he had de- 
clared, in favor of the authority of parliament in all 
caſes. of external taxation, arid for enforcing all laws for 
that purpuſe; and notwithſtanding his having ſaid,” 4 If 
« obedience be refuſed, I would not ſuffer a horſe-nail to 
be made in the plantations,” Their ſpirits were elated, 
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and-they took encouragement from his declaration, to 
— weir oen ſratiments upon Ame- 
rican liberty. i 
Kb ends Wes de dee the extricntioery 
joy, with which the body of the Americans received 
che neus of the repeal, though the power of the vice- 
admiralty courts remained unabridged, and the decla- 
ratory act was added. The latter was conſidered by 
ſorne, as paſſed merely to ſave appearances, while con- 
temined by others, whoſe wiſdom would have been more 
evident, had chey repreſſed their contempt, whatever 
was their opinion, In regard to the former, © the 
judges of the vice-admiralty courts in the colonies had 
had aſſigned them, by acts of parliament, a juriſdiction for 
the recovery of penalties upon the laws of revenue and - 
trade, without juries for near a century paſt . Had 
a prudent and moderate temper taken poſſeſſion of all 
parties at this period, it had been happy; but they 
were ſo much heated in ſorne colonies, 45 to be dr. 
mined upon oppoſing each other. 

When the choice of members for Baſten, to repre- 
ſent the town in the next general court, was approach- 
ing, Mr. Jabn Rowe, a merchant, who had been active 
on the ſide of liberty, in matters of trade, was thought 
of by ſame influential pertons. Mr. Samuel Adams art- 
fully nominated. a different one, by aſking with his eyes 
looking to Mr. Haycock's houſe, © Is there not another 
Fobn, that may do better? The hint took. Mr. Jobn 
Hancock's uncle was dead, and had left him a very con- 
fiderable fortune, / Mr. Samuel Adems judged, that the 
rn 
de lords proteſt againſt the repeal of the ſtamp- ct. 
F: | liberty z 


ut "n1376xy 0er „„ 


that he might be euſily ſecured by prudent management, 
—_— err 
Pa. | 
Meffrs. "Famer Otis jun. Soma Cuſing, "Sama 
Aut, and Jh Hancock, (who had newer been of the 
houſe before) were returned for Ben. The town of 
Pimouth made choice alſo of a new repreſentative, the 
high fheriff of the county, James Warren eſq; a gentle- 
man of real abilities, and who efpouſed the fide of li- 
berry upon principle. The government wiſhed to have 
OO ON NT PORTIA Hoc Coen f 
miſes: however he was immoveable. 
May The generaf court met according to charter. 'The 
3% houſe of afſembly" choſe Mr, Ou ſpeaker. Governor 
Bernard negatived, inftead of adopting the conciliating 
meaſure of accepting him. The acceptance might have 
ſoftened and induced him to have dropped the plan of 
leaving out of the council, in the new election, the 
crown officers. and juſtices of the ſuperior court; but 

the refufat confirmed him in it, and by irritating” the 
houſe enabled him to execute it the more eaffly. The 
crown officers were the heutenant governor and ſecre- 
tary, Mefſrs. Fiztchinſon and Oliver; the others held only 
provincial commiſſions. The oppoſition aſſigned as the 
reaſon for leaving them out, that they might redreſs : 
grievance long complained of by their conſtituents, a 
dangerous union of legiſlative and executive powers i, 
the ſame perſons. But the true ones probably were, 
the ſuſpicions and diflike they entertained of and to their 
political ſentiments, and Mr. Oriss having been nega- 
tired. Mr. Bernard recaliated, and excepted againſt the 
en ſux 
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fix counſellors choſen in the room of the others. Thus 
the, animoſity was increaſed. Had he negatived two 
or three only, there might have been an opening for 
healing the breach; but now it was otherwiſe. The 
liberty party gained ſtrength, and it was ordered by the June 
aſſemibly, That the debates of this houſe be open. 
and that a-gallery be erected for the accommodation of 
ſuch as ſhall be inclined to attend them.“ A gallery 

was prepared with the utmoſt expedition, and finiſhed 
in a few days. It was viewed as a great acquiſition to 
the common cauſe; and certainly ſerved a double pur- 
poſe. The admiſſion of the people at large, to hear 
the debates, and to watch the members, reſtrained ſome 
from ſpeaking with their uſual freedom in ſupport of 
governmental meaſures; and encouraged others to in- 
dulge themſelves in all that animated language, and 
thoſe ſolemn proteſtations of diſintereſted zeal for the 
| rights and privileges of their country, which are ſo 
taking with men of honeſt minds and plain underſtand- 
ings. But you are not to ſuppoſe that theſe protefta- 
tions were always true on this ſide of the Atlantic, any 
more than on yours. Many joined the banners of 
liberty, and violently oppoſed the governor and go- 1 


. 


vernmental meaſures, becauſe of the reſtraints they 

were under from the laws of trade, the danger they v5 
were in of ſuffering by them, and his perſiſting to give 1 0 
theſe laws all the ſupport in his power. The oppoſi- 13 
tion had great advantage in the political conteſt, by 
branding all the ſupporters of government as friends to 
the ſtamp-att, though they knew to the contrary. Both 
ſides were ſenſible that the a& was my financial, 
Vor. IJ. P 9 without 
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been active and aiding, in the repeal of the ſtamp-aCt. 
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without any regard tv the political def Advis or 
any purpoſe to remove one of its difficulties. o + 
The houſe were unanimous in voting, that thanks 
ſhould be returned to the duke of Graften and other no- 
blemen, to Mr. Pitt and other gentlemen, who had 


However, when his majeſty's recommendation to make 


up the loſſes of the ſufferers in the late unhappy times, 
came before them from the governor with theſe words, 


The juſtice and humanity of this requiſition is fo for- 


cible, that it cannot be controverted ; the authority with 
which it is introduced, ſhould preclude all diſputation 
about complying with it;“ they objected to the manner 
in which it was propoſed, as being & derogatory to the 
honor of the houſe, and in breach of the privileges 


thereof,” and unreaſonably declined making compenſa- 


tion; whereas their privileges might have been preſerved 
uninjured, by a vote to relieve the ſufferers upon their 
own application, out of dutiful reſpect to the mild re- 
preſentation of his majeſty, and out of PRO and 
1 to the ſufferers. 

When a compenſation was firſt talked 2 it was the 


| general opinion, that it ought to be made, but that it 


was dye from Boſton only, and not the province in ge- 
neral. This thought probably determined the Boſton 
members to oppoſe making the compenſation even out 
of the treaſury ; a way in which it might have been 
done, had they and their friends joined the friends of 
government, But had the money been ordered out of 
the treaſury, a ſubſequent motion might have charged 


it upon Boſton, which as the tax bill was to be paſt at 


that time, would have been eaſily effected. The intereſt 
of 
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ol the town induced its members to employ every cira 
cumſtance to prevent the compenſation's being voted at 


preſent; After a while repeated advices were received; 
that che honor of patliament was engaged to ſee the 


compenſation made, and that they would certainly take 


i in hand, if the provincial aſſembly refuſed. It was 
obvious, that the parliament could enſorce payment 
ſrom a ſea-· port. The people of Boſton grew uneaſy, 
that the money was not paid. A town- meeting was 
called: the abovementioned expedient was propoſed 


to uſe their influence, that compenſation might be granted 


and approved of, and their repreſentatives were direted 


en thoſe-principles ad de money be paid o of | 


the treaſury. 


Mr. Hutchinſon and theo ſufferers petitioned for Sept, 


relief . Their petitions were conſidered ; and on the 
queſtion being put, Whether ſhall compenſation be 
made out of the province treaſury ?”* it paſſed in the 
negative. A bill however, was finally admitted for 
making compenſation, which was to be tranſmitted to 
the ſeveral towns, for the ſentiments of the conftituents. 


It paſſed to be engroſſed, yeas 53, nays 35; but not Dee. 
without the houſe's reſolving, << That it is under a full 5- 


perſuaſion, that the ſufferers have no juſt claim or des 
mand on the province. A needleſs” reſolve, tending 
to excite diſguſt in many, without anſwering any ins 
portant purpoſe. - The act granted compenſation to the 
ſufferers; and a free and general pardon, indettmity and 
oblivion to the offenders in the late times. It was diſ- 
allowed at home, on account of the aſſembly's having 


Mr. Hutchinſon'Floſs was 23961. 35. 1df, Mr. Oliver's 129]. 3e. 


A Hallett i. Mr. Story's, 50l. 8 


- 
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incorporated an aft of pardon with an act of compen=' 
ſation, without having obtained his majeſty's previous 
conſent-to ſuch act of pardon. The ſufferers however 
received the . wg eee were not 
proſecuted. ; 
Nor. In F'irginia a. bill paſſed the houſe of burgeſies, for 
erecting a ſtatue ta his majeſty, as an acknowledgment 
for repealing the ſtamp-aQ, and alſo an obeliſk to com- 
memorate thoſe worthy patriots who diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves in bringing about that happy event. And at 
Dee. New York, an act was paſſed for making reſtitution to 
the ſeveral perſons therein named, for loſſes ſuſtained 
in the late commotions. _ But when the afſembly was 
applied to, for carrying into execution the act of par- 
liament of the preceding year, for quartering his ma- 
n they ſaid in their addreſs to the governor, 
Sir Henry Moore; © According to the conſtruction put 
on it here, it is required, that all the forces, which ſhall 
at any time enter this colony, ſhall be quartered during 
- the whole year, in a very unuſual and expenſive man- 
ner: by marching ſeveral regiments into thus colony, 
_ .-- this expence would become ruinous and inſupportable ; 
our conſtituents, put it in the power of any perſon (what- 
ever confidence we may have of his prudence and in- 
tegrity).to lay ſuch a burden on them: and fo juſtified 
Hair declining to provide for the troops. 

Before cloſing the account of 1766, be it oblieves, 
that the people of Connefticut failed not to ſhow their 
reſentment againſt their late governor's having qualified, 
agreeable to what the ſtamp- act enjoined. There was 
n . Ip 

plan 


41 104 * * ur ro x. 
in the room of thoſe, who with him had taken the 


oath required. Matters were ſo managed at this meet- 


ing, that when the electien came on, Mr. Pitkin was 
choſen governor, and calonel Trumbull, deputy. gover- 


nor. But the epiſcopaliatis, almoſt to a man, voted for - 


Mr. Fitch; and by thus making a party with admini- 
 ftration, againſt the claims and rights of their colony, 
rendered obnoxious, 


The Maſſchyie's hou of cenie continue te f. 


oppoſition to the lieutenant governor, Mr, Hutchinſon, Jan: 
and reſolved, . That he not being elected a counſellor, 
has by the charter, no right to a feat at the council 
board, with or without a voice, while the commander 
in-chief is in the province. March the fifth the coun- 
eil determined the fame; but in their meſſage to the 
houſe, expreſſed their ſurpriſe at what had been done 
without them, and ut its not being mentioned ta the 
board till February the twenty- fourth. Mr. Hutchinſon 
afterward did not attempt to be preſent, Lord Shel- 
burne, in anſwer to what was tranſtmitted to him, by 
the þovernor upon the affair, wrote in September © the 
admiſſion of the lieutenant governor lies after all in the 
| breaſt of the council only, as being the proper judges 
of their own privileges, and as having a right to deter- 
mine whom they will admit to be preſent at their deli- 
berations.” Theſe proceedings of the Meſſachu/ert's and 
New York afſemblies, thought to be; in name. at leaſt, 
two of the moſt conſiderable in the evlonies, were aſ- 
cribed to an unreaſonable perverſeneſs of temper; and 
. exaſperated the friends of America, by expoſing them, 
es OY? to the imputation of ſacrificing the 

ö intereſts 
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veces Great Britain to thoſe of America. They 
alſo encouraged the Anti-Americans to reſume the plan 


of taxing the colonies; and Mr. Charles Townſend pawn- 


yg 


ed his credit to them, for eſſecting it, and became chan- 
chellor of the Exchequer. But, three of the miniſtry 
oppoſed in the council, taxing the Americans afreſh; 
and eee ſo e, WH A E 
prevailed. Ae ens 
The . of the — e Gar! Jouve to 
bring in bills, for granting a duty upon paper, glaſs, 
painters colours, &c. in the Britiſh. American co- 
lonies; for ſettling ſalaries on the governors, judges, Sc. 
in North America; and for taking off the duty on teas 
exported to Amexica, and granting a duty of three- 
Pence a pound on the importation in America. TWO 
pills were at length framed, the one ſor granting duties 
in the Britiſn colonies in America, on paper, glas, 
painters colours, tea, c. the other for taking off the 


duty of a ſhilling a pound on all black and Singlo tea, 


and for granting a drawback on teas exported to Ireland 
and America. The firſt received the royal aſſent June 
« for the better ſupport of government, and the admi- 
niſtration of the colonies. The coldniſts deemed it un- 
neceſſary, unjuſt, and dangerous to their moſt impor- 
tant rights. There is a clauſe in it, enabling the crown, 
by ſign. manual, to eſtabliſh. a general civil lift, through- 
out every province in North: America, to any indefinite 
extent, with any ſalaries, penſions or appointments, to 
any unlimited amount, even to the produce of the laſt 
I bande ares The point was now 
276% carried, 


3 
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aitied; which had been the object of every miniſter 
ſince the reign of Charles II. viz. the eftabliſhment of a 
civil In i America "independent of the aſſemblies. Mr. 


215 


Richard Fackfon ſpoke in the houſe of commons againſt 


chat part of the bill, and was ſupported only by Mr. 


 Huſte, and no other member. He was convinced, that 
though the judges ought to be independent, both of 
crown and people, yet miſchiefs might ariſe from the 
independency of governors on the people, much greatet 
than could ariſe from their dependence; and that it was 
not fit, that ſuch perſons as governors uſually are, ſhould 


be independent of the people, and dependent upon 


the crown for their governments. The a& provides, 
That, after all ſuch miniſterial warrants under the ſign 
manual, as ary thought proper and neceſſary, ſhall be fa. 
tisſted, the reſidue of the revenue ſhall be at the diſpo- 
fal of the parſiament.” But who can ſuppoſe; that 
ſuch warrants will ever be fatisfied, till miniſters have 
provided for all their friends and favorites? May it 
not be ſaid upon the plan of this act, the mockery of 
an American revenue proves at laſt to be the crumbs 
that fall from the miniſter's table - the reſidue indeed, 
of a royal warrant, e ee e- er rr pe 
anne * 

a end remived dt N d having re- 
kale us modes for gerte de wecpe Mr. Grenville 
and his adherents raiſed ſuch a clamor againſt America, 


that it was thought neceſſary to bring in a bill for Nu 
reſtraining che aſſembly of New York from paſſing any 21. 


act, till they had complied with the act of parliament 

P ane) v5, avs ee 
Mr. Hartley's letters. Do) 

P 4 
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ſaries required by that act; and jt had the-goymlaiene 
the ſecond of July. The taking away in this manner 
from the province of NM] D all the powers of le- 
gillation, ill they ſhould comply. vith dg former ad, 
occaſioned a general alarm among the Americans. They 
now ſaw that their .own colonial parliaments, as they 
conſidered them, were to be bound to what the Britiſh 
miniſtry might deem their good behaviour, by the acts 
of a Britiſh parliament. Nothing could be mare grating 
do the ſons. of liberty in every province. It was the 
club of power which, while it knocked, down the New 
Zurk aſſerably, gon exp her ee ee 

not pliable. - -.. 
| R e 
department, in order to eaſe the old board of commiſ- 
ſioners of part of its burden thraugh increaſing buſineſs, 
had been in contemplation. It was intended to be placed 
in London, in order to be near- the treaſury, the ulti- 
matum of revenue matters. Mr. Paxtun thought to, be 
the moſt plauſible and inſinuating of mankind, though 
not the moſt ſincere, having left Boſton and gone to 
Britgin, had free acceſs to the chancelior of the exche- 
quer, Mr. Charles Towt/Jend. It is ſaid, that he whined, 
cried, profeſſed, ſwore, and made his will in favor of 
that great man; and then urged the neceſiny of an 
American board of commiſſioners, and his having a ſeat at 
it. He might forward the buſineſs, Be that as it may, 
june the chancellor brought in a bill for eſtabliſhing a cuſtom · 
8. houſe and a board of commiſſioners in America, which 
alſo paſſed into an act at the ſame time with the former, 
Mr. Paxton, for his own convenience and pleaſure, 
e e e but of all 


places 


4 | T3 | 
AMBR1CAN KEVOLUTION, 
1 ot improper. - The people were of 
all others the moſt Jealous of infringements on their li- 
berties; and were the + leaſt ſuited to ſee crown officers 
living among them in great ſtate; upon what they could 
not but deem, from the mediocrity of their own cir- 
cumſtances, large falaries, payable from the revenue, to 
be raiſed from the colonies. The board ſhould have 
been placed at Mey York. Smuggling was as prevalent 
there as at Boſton, The inhabitants had been long uſed 
to crown officers with ſplendid appearances ; the com- 
manders of his majeſty's troops reſided much among 
them; numbers of them lived in a higher ſtile than the 
Boſtonians ; beſide, there the commiſſioners would 
have had forces at hand to have ſupported them, and 
have met with greater aſſiſtance from the ſervants of a. 
royal government and their connections. The timing 
alſo, as well as the placing of the board, was rather 
unfortunate 3 for it ſupplied the Americans with the op- 
portunity of propagating, that it, was appointed merely 


10 enforce the new duties. By this means the people 


were inflamed, and the appointment was pronounced un- 
conſtitutional andoppreſiive, The duties were to take place 
after the twentietk of November: and in the beginning 
of chat month, three of the commiſſioners, Henry Hulton, 
William Burch, and Charles Paxton eſqrs. arrived at 


27 


Boſton; the other two, Jom Temple and Jaa Robinſon = 


the board of cuſtoms, including the whole, it was a 
thouſand pounds leſs than that of the four ſurveyors 
general, and the office connected with them at Londan. 
The chancellor had been inſtrumental in reviving thoſe - 
American ani moſities, which the repeal of the ſtamp- 

act 


eſqrs. were in America before. As to the expence of 


5 1 
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act had quieted ; but did not live to ſee the fatal con- 

ſequences which have followed, as he died the fourth of 

Gepwinben D oO got Paw 7 ts 
A few gentlemen at à private club in Befon; having 

ſuggeſted a non-importation agreement, the thought 


was improved upon, till at length the inhabitants, at a 


town meeting, agreed upon meaſures to promote in- 
duſtry;"cconomy, and manufactures ; thereby to pre- 
vent the unneceſſary importation of Eurgpean commodi- 


ties. They alſo voted, that a ſubſcription paper ſhould 


be prepared, and a committee appointed to procure 
ſubſcriptions to it; by which the parties engaged to en- 


courage the uſe and conſumption of all articles manu- 


fatured in any of the Britiſn American colonies; and 
after the thirty firſt of December following, not to pur- 
chaſe certain enumerated articles imported from abroad. 
The failure of expected ſucceſs from theſermeaſures, 
and an apprehenſion of difagreeable conſequences from 


an ineffeftual oppoſition, were probably the morives that 


Nov, 


20. 


indoced Mr. Ori, at # ſubſequent town- meeting, to 
make a long ſpeech on the ſide of government, wherein 
he aſſerted the "king's right to appoint officers of the 
cuſtoms, in what number and by what denomination he 
pleaſed ; and that as to the new duties, it would be 


very imprudent in the town to make an oppoſition to 


them, when every town in the province, and every other 
province in America ſeemed to acquieſce in them and 


Dee. be contented. But the propoſed meaſures were after- 


ee eee eee 
port. . fy"; ' oy ot Fi; 


1768. The Cenne#icut towns'and New York followed the ex- 


Jan, 


2 Still the — labored without being pro- 
ductive 


[ 
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ductive of any important eſſects. This engaged the at- 
tention of one captain Malcolm, a ſmall trader, who 
about eightren months before had made himſelf famous 
by a violent and ſucceſsful reſiſtance with ſword and 
piſtol to the cuſtom-houſe officers, when endeavouring 
to ſearch his houſe for uncuſtomed goods, under the 
authority of a writ of aſſiſtance. Having, about the 
middle of February, ſafely run the cargo of a ſchooner 
from Pyall, conſiſting of about ſixty pipes of wine, he 
within two or three days procured a meeting of ſone — 
merchants and traders, at which he preſided. Nothing | 
was determined upon more, than the calling of a general 
meeting of the merchants on Friday, March the fourth, 

This may be ſtiled the firſt movement of the merchants 
agninſt the new acts of parliament, The reſult of this 
meetirig was, that a ſubſcription for not importing any 
Engliſh goods, except for the -fiſhery, for eighteen 
It met with no great encouragement, and many de- 
clined ſubſcribing. On this, all engines were ſer 9 
work; ſome were threatened and made afraid for their 
perſons and houſes; others for their trade and credit, 
By ſuch means the ſubſcription was filled, But the 
| merchants of New York and Philadelphia declining to 

concur in the meaſure, thoſe of Boſton were obliged to 
give it up for the preſent. | However they renewed it 
wr a few months, AS you. will learn below, lone 
The New England ſpirit, of patriotiſm and ceconomy 
mee eee and it was ſaid, that 

« If America is ſaved from its impending danger, New 

England will be its acknowledged guardian.” Periodi- 

cal pieces were publiſhed at Boſton, on the nature and 

| - 
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extent of Britiſn parliamentary power. - Hints were 
thrown out about jindependency : and intimations given, 
that freemen were not to be governed any more than 
taxed but by their own conſent, in real or virtual repre- 
ſentatives. The power of Britiſh legiſlation over che 
Americans was queſtioned, and virtually denied. Mat- 
ters were brought to this length, by broac hing anew a dif. 
pute that ſhould never have been moved again; and 
which might happily have lain dormant. for half a cen- 
tury or more, had no freſh attempt been made to tax 
the Americans. Before the ſtarnp- act, they allowed the 
mother country a certain prerogative over them. They 
acquieſced in the parliament's right to make many acts, 

binding them in divers internal matters, and i 
their trade. They did not reaſon neither then nor im- 
mediately after the repeal, * if the parliament has no 

„fight to tax us erna, they have none to tax ub ex- 
| 1 or to make any other law to bind us. They 
| the diſtinction between internal and external 
| and between raiſing money from the regulation 
— PPP 65 6s 9a xp AIR 
The wiſdom of parliament ſhould have abode by their 
conceſſions, and have adopted and confirmed | their 
open But being obliged to enter afreſh: the field 
—— 00 pi Par area 
that the want of repreſentation in parliament freed them 
abſolutely from any obedience to the power of the 
Britiſh legiflature ; and thar there was no real, and only 
2 nominal difference between internal and external tax- 
ation, agreeable to what was inſiſted upon by the party 
oppoſing the repeal; of the ftamp-a&t. John Dickinſon 
„ ee e ee 


. 
a 


Annen Arr. 
pen againſt the acts which had been paſſed, in a ſeries 
of Letters from a Farmer in Pomſytuanis to the Inhabitants 


'of the Britiſh Colonies. They amounted to twelve; and 
in them he ably maintained the rights of the coloniſts. 


He'cloſed wich a poſtſcript in theſe words : « b there 


not the greateft reaſon to hope, if the univerſal ſenſe of 
theſe colonies is immediately expreſt by rgoives of the 
aſſemblies in ſupport of their rights, by in#-9u/7:ans to 
_ their agents on the ſubject, and by petitions to the 
crown and parliament for redreſs, that thoſe meaſures 
will have the ſame ſucceſs now that they had in the time 


of the ſtamp- act? The inhabitants of Boſton were ſo 


ſenſible of the eminent ſervice he did to the common 
cauſe, that they wrote to him upon the occaſion. In 
his anſwer, April the cleventh, he ſaid, < Never will 
my heart become inſenfible till inſenſible of all worldly 


things, of the unſpeakable obligation 1 owe to the in- 


| habitants of the Maſſachu/ttts Bay, for the vigilance with 
which they have watched over, and the magnanimity 
with which they have maintained, the liberties of whe 


Britiſh colonies on this continent.” It was probably 


owing to Mr. Dickinſon's publications, that the PII 


vam aſſembly, early in February, before they knew * 


what meaſures the Maſſachuſetts Bay, or any other co- 
lony, would purſue, took into eonſideration the act im. 


poſing duties on paper, glafs, &c, and gave pofitive in- 
ſtructions to their agents, to unite with n 


applying to parliament and praying relie t 
It may be juſtly concluded, from governs Berndrd's 

letters to lord Shelburne, that the Maſſachuſetts aſſern- 

bly were inclined to bury in oblivion the difcords occa- 


honed - + md and ee 
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future conttbverſy, hatl not the late chancellor un- 


| happily" revived the atimoſities-. © The houſe, (ſays 


the governor)" from the time of opening the ſeſſion to 
this day, has ſhewn a diſpoſition to avoid all diſpute 


with me; every thing having paſſed with as much good 


humor as I could deſire, except only their continuing 


to act in addreffing the king, remonſtrating to the ſe- 
eretary of ſtate, and employing a ſeparate agent. It is 
the importance of this innovation, which induces me to 
make this remonſtrance at a time when 1 have a fair 
proſpect of having, in all other buſineſs, nothing but 


good to ſay of the proceedings of the houſe . 


They have acted in all things, even in their remon- 
ſtrance, with terriper and moderation: they have avoided 
ſome ſubjects of diſpute, and have laid a foundation” for 


temoving ſome cauſes of ſormer altercation f. 2 


I will make ſuch a prudent and proper uſe of the 
letter as, I hope, will perfectly reſtore the peace and 


tranquillity of this province, for which purpoſe con- 
ſicerable ſteps have w_ made by the houſe of: repre- 


ſentatives . 

The Maſſachuſetts houſs of repreſentatives, i in a de- 
bare upon the © expediency of writing to the aſſemblies 
of the other colonies upon the continent, with reſpect to 
the importance of joining with them,” put a queſtion 


on the propoſition of writing letters, deſiring thoſe aſ- 


ſemblies to join them, which was negatived for this very 


Feaſori, becauſe containing the propoſition of 3 Joining, 
The houſe thought exceptions might be taken at it, as 


having a tendency to form combinations ; and that it 
Hob be conſidered at home as the appointing another 

* Jay 21, 768. f Jatwary 30 7 Febrüaty 2. 
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congreſs. It is an excellent rule of the houſe, that no 
vote ſhall be re- conſidered, unleſs the number of mem 
bers preſent equals the number at its paſſing. When 
they had the ſame number, eigluy- two, which makes a Feb. 
full houſe, a motion was made for re · conſidering te 
vote againſt applying tu the other colonies; and the vote 
of re- conſideration was obtained by a large majority. 3 
The ſame day a committee was appointed to prepare a 
letter toche tranſmitted to the ſeveral houſes of repre 
ſentatives and bungeſſes upon the continent, to inform 
them of the meaſures the houſe had taken with regard 
to difficulties they were apprehenſive would ariſe from 
the operation of feveral acts of parliament for levying 
duties and taxes on the American colonies. The com- 
mittee, after  deliberating a week, reported the letter, 11. 
which being read in the houſe, was accepted almoſt 
unanimouſly, in the preſence of eighty- three members, 
It began thus: Sir, the houſe of repreſentatives of 
this province have taken into their ſerious conſideration 
the great difficulties. that muſt accrue to. themſelves and 
their conſtituents, by the operation of ſeveral acts of 
parliament impoſing duties and taxes on the American 
colonies,” It then related the meaſures they had taken 
in petitioning the king making repreſentations to the. 
miniſtry, &c, and concluded with, the houſe is fully 
ſatisfied that your aſſembly is too generous and enlarged 
in ſentiment, to believe that this letter proceeds from 
an ambition of. taking the lead, or dictating to the other 
aſſemblies, They freely ſubmit their opinion to the. 
judgment of others, and. ſhall take it kind in your. 
houſe - to point out to them any thing further that, 


* be ERIE: T his houſe cannot aa 
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een 
common head and father, that the united and dutiful 
ſupplications of his diſtreſſed American r will 
meet wich his royal and favorable acceptance. 


Feb. auer Ginas ele; | ſedker of the. Nw Haage al 
* ſembly,-wrote, by order of the-houſe, im anſwer to the 


ce following extract of a letter from Lord Hil/borougt 


Maſſachuſetts cireular letter The ſentiments con- 
tained in it are highly approved, ard the communica- 
non kindly received and gratefully acknowledged. The 
time of the houſe's: exiſtence in that relation is near ex- 
Piring; they can't engage for their ſucceſſors, and can 
_ bly will heartily concur in ſentiments on this affair, and 
- purſue the ſame method.” The letter ran in the higheſt 
recommendatory ſtrain of the Maſſachuſetts- Bay aſſem- 
bly; and concluded with, « What remains for us at 
preſent is to offer our daily prayer to the Governor and 
Lord of the univerſe, to avert the impending evil, and 
to make way for the full eftabliſhment of Britiſh liberty 
in every branch of it, and to quiet every colony in all 
the enjoyment of all their civil and religious rights and 
privileges“ Por theſe courtly expreſſions, with which 
the houſe declined doing any ching in the buſineſs, the 
next afſembly was rewarded with courtly commendati- 
ons. 'The' governor, John Wentworth eſq; in a meſſage 
of October the twentieth, communicated the copy of 


of July the ninth: „It is his majeſty's pleaſure that 
you ſhould affore his faithful ſubjects in New emp/bir:, 
| Mathis majeſty has nothing more at heart than to pro- 
. . whoſe cheerful obe 

dience 


0 


AMERICAN RBV-OL U-T-LO N. 


dience to the laws of this kingdom, and ſteady reſolu-. 


tion in refuſing to accede to the meaſures and propoſals 
vrhich have been urged with ſo much indecent warmth 
in other colonies, cannot fail to recommend them to his 


royal favor and countenance.” The aſſembly however, 


nine days afrer, petitioned the king, and mentioned that 
his royal predeceſſors granted” them a power of legiſla- _ 


tion, limited to the approbation or diſallowance of the 


crown, with the powers and privileges eſſential to Britiſh 
liberty, of raiſing internal taxes by their own repreſen- 
tative. The petition was moſt profoundly humble; and 
ſo ſoftly worded, that it could not offend the moſt deli- 


cate ear of the higheſt parliamentary prerogative man. 
By ſome accident or contrivance, it was not ſent till an- 


tiquated and out of ſeaſon. Mr. Wentworth had gained 


an aſcendency over the people of his government, by 
which he kept them from entering into any ſuch ſpirited 
meaſuresfor the redreſs of grievances as would be offen- 
ſive to miniſtry, The other colonies adopted a differ- 


ent line of conduct. The Virginia houſe of burgeſſes 


applauded the Maſſachuſetts repreſentatixes f ſor their at- 


tention to American liberty; -toak notice of the aft 
ſuſpending the legiſlative powers of New vet; and 


faid; “ I the . parliament can compel the colomes to 
furniſh. a ſingle article to the troops ſent over, they may 
by the ſame rule, oblige them to furniſh. clothes, arms, 


and every other neceſſary; even to the pay of the officers 


and ſoldiers, a doctrine replete with every miſchief, and 


urtterly ſubverſive of all that is dear and valuable.” The 
couneil concurred with them in all their-proceedings ; 


and their agent was enjoined to conſult the agents of 


| the other colores, and to co-operate with chem in ap- 


Vor. Il. Q pling 


l had not reached Great Britain long, ere Lord HiljGorough 
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plying for redreſs. Moſt of the aſſemblies upon the 


continent, as they had opportunity, approved of the 
doings of the Maſſachuſetts, and harmonized with them 
in reſolves and petitions. But an account of their doings 


wrote to governor Bernard upon the occaſion. For 
want of fuller and juſter information, or of due atten- 
tion to the governor's expreſſions, the proceeding which 
originated the circular letter, was mentioned“ as un- 
fair, contrary to the real ſenſe of the aſſembly, and pro- 
cured by ſurpriſe ; and therefore” upon this miſtaken 
principle, the governor was inſtructed, © ſo ſoon as the 
general court is again aſſembled, to require of the houſe 
of repreſentatives, in his majeſty's name, to reſcind the 
e Parke birth to the circular letter from 
the ſpeaker, and to declare their diſapprobation of, and 
diſſent to that raſh and haſty proceeding.” In caſe they 
refuſed to comply, he was immediately to diſſolve them, 
and to tranſmit to his lordſhip an account of their tranſ- 
actions. The houſe was informed of what was re- 
quired ; and three days after, of what they were to ex- 
pect if unpliable. Their reſolution not being returned 
within fix days of the laſt part of the information, the 
governor ſent them word he could wait no longer, which 


haſtened the buſineſs in which they were engaged. 


A committee of the houſe reported a letter to Lord 
Hillborough, ſetting forth the ſeveral votes and reſolu- 


tions which paſſed in the laſt houſe of repreſentatives, 


relating to the circular letters and ſhowing that the 


whole of theſe matters was eranſafted in the height of 


the ſeſnon in a full houſe, and by a large majority. 
EE I Rue 104 members 


preſent, 
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preſent,” and ordered to be tranſmitted to his lordſhip, 
The houſe agreed alſo upon a meſſage to the governor, 
in which they ſaid, © Ir is to us incomprehenſible that 
we ſhould be required, on the peril of a diſſolution of 
the general court, to reſcind a reſolution of a former 
houſe, when it is evident, that that reſolution has no 
exiſtence but as a mere hiſtorical fact. Your excellency 
muſt know, that the reſolution is, to ſpeak in the lan- 
guage of the common law, not now executory, but to 
all intents and purpoſes executed. If, as is moſt pro- 
bable, by the word reſcinding is intended the paſſing a 
vote, in dire& and expreſs diſapprobation of the mea- 
ſure taken by the former houſe as illegal, inflammatory, 
and tending to promote unjuſtifiable combinations againſt 


his majeſty's peace, crown and dignity, we muſt take 


the liberty to teſtify and publicly declare, that we take 
it to be the native, inherent, and indefeaſible right of 


the redreſs of grievances; provided alway, that the 
ſame be done in a decent, dutiful, loyal and conftitu- 
tional way, without tumult, diſorder and cotifuſion.—If 
the votes of the houſe are to be controlled. by the direc- 
tion of a miniſter, we have left us but a vain ſemblance 
of liberty.-We have now only to inform you, that this 
houſe have voted not to reſcind, and that on a diviſion 
on the queſtion, there were ninety-two nays, and ſeven- 
teen yeas. The meſſage was firm, patriotic, and ſpi- 
rited; and in ſome parts alluſively ſevere upon the go- 
vernor ; but every where decently expreſſed. The re- 
ſeinders were governmental receivers or expectants. 
hh rr 
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the ſubject, jointly or ſeverally, co petition the king for 
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er The next day the governor paſſed ſome 
neceſſary acts, and then diſſolved the aſſembly. It is 


Tearce conceivable how a new aſſembly of repreſentatives 
could think themſelves capable of being more groſsly 


_ Infuſed, than by being made accountable for the pro- 
| Eredings of a diſſolved and dead one, and by being 


puniſhed with immediate deſtruction for not declaring 
themſelves of oppoſite ſentiments to their predeceſſors. 
Mr. Otis in his ſpeech againſt reſcinding ſaid, When 


Lord Hillfborough knows that we will not reſcind our 


acts, he ſhould apply to parliament to reſcind theirs. 


Tei Britain reſcind their meaſures or they are loſt for ever.” 


His ſpeech by the patriotic enthuſiaſts was extolled to 


the ſkies; and by the governmental ones, was declared 


to be the 'moſt violent; inſolent, abuſive, treaſonable de- 
clamation, that perhaps was ever delivered.” While the 
matter of reſcinding was under conſideration, the houſe 
received an anſwer from Virginia, and one from New 
Jerſey, which, though not ſo very high as the other, was 


far from being unfavorable. They had alſo intelligence, 


that they might expect the like from other aſſemblies : 
theſe circumſtances probably increaſed the majority againſt 


reſcinding. Had it not been for the mandate to reſcind, 


the ſeſſions might have terminated profperouſly and 
peaceably: for Mr. Otis, though he had diſtinguiſhed 


himſelf by carrying the objections to the authority of 
_-patliatnent to the greateſt length, had retracted all his 


former opinions, in a ſer ſpeech at the opening of it. 


Ile ſaid, he had fully informed himſelf of che relation 
between Great Britain and her colonies; and was con- 


vinced that the power of parliament over her colonies 
* | ' 32 : . * r 4 was 
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was ahſdlute, with this qualification, that they ought. 

not to tax them until they allowed them to ſend, repre- 

ſentatives :; and that if che colonies had repreſentatives, 
the power of parliament would be as perfect in America 
as in England. He then argued for an American re- 
preſentation. This ſurpriſed the aſſembly, and induced 
a member on the ſide, of government to charge the op- 
poſition with the intention of making an American re- 
pteſentation neceſſary, by denying the authority of pat- 
liament over them hecauſe not repreſented, | The an-, 
ſwers of the other party were thought to ſtrengthen the 
ſuſpicion. Upon which Mr. Timothy Ruggles point 
edly ſaid, that as they were determined to have repre- 
ſentatives, he begged leave to recommend to them a 
merchant, who would undertake to carry their repre - 
ſentatives to England for half what they would fell for, 
when they arrived there. But the heſt argument ta 
have ſilenced any of the oppolicion, h. might intereſt- 

have been to have repeated the refolye of the houſe on 
the agth of October 1765 A repreſentation in par- 
lament, of the inhabitants of the proyince, ſuch as the, 
ſubjects in Britain actually enjoy is impracticable for che 
ſubjects in America. The day before Lord Hillborgugh, 
wrote to Mr. Bernard upon the buſineſs of , reſcipding, 
a circular letter. was vitten co che governors of the rer 
ſpective provinces, to acc pan a copy of that of rhe 
Maſſachuſetts, in Which his lordſhip ſaid, It is, his 
majeſty g pleaſure, that you ſhould. immegiacelyy, upon 
che receiptcheregf, exert,your, utmaſt influence. to defeat. 
this flagitious- attempt, to, diſturh the, public. peace; by 
| . 
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no notice of it, which will be treating it wich the con- 
tempt it deſerves.” He then added a cloſing paragraph 
meant to influence the aſſemblies into a compliance. 
Fhe eireular letter was in ſome "ſtances received in 
titne; but produced a very different effect from what 
was intended. The New York: aſſembly had felt the 
weight of the-parliament's high diſpleaſure, and been 
bereaved- of legiſlative power, till they ſhould comply 
wick the 'billetting act. In the beginning of the year, 
| chey voted the ſum wanted to the general, for the pur- 
dnſs- of fiſt; pepper and vinegar, inſtead of paſſing an 
2& copformable to the parliament's act, which vote was 
acvepred; But when they met at the cloſe of the year, 
alter Nuving completed a petition to bis majeſty,” ano- 
ther do the lords, and a remonſtrance to the commons, 
they proceeded to eonfider the cireular letters from the 
allemblies of Muſachn/ettv- Bay and Virginia, and una- 
nirnouſly-agreed to anſwer them in the moſt reſpectful 
manner. They then entered into ſorne very ſpirited re- 
Hives in favor of liberty and the rights of their eonſti- 
tuents ; and appointed a committee to correſpond and 
conſult, with: any other his majeſty's ſubjects out of the 
Gloy either individually or colleQively, on any mat- 
lages of che houſt or its conſttments might be affected. 
Theſe doings occalipned their being diſſov ec. 
8 inet; pericd. 
Ir hath been the common practice for the tide waiter, 
vpe the aryival of a veſſel, to repair to the cabin, and 
chere te remain drinking: -penah- with the maſter, while 
the fairs anck otkers uporr deck were employed in land- 
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laws of trade ſhould be executed. l a0 

Upon the arrival of Mr. — Onag Liber, N. 
thaniel Barnard maſter, from Nada; the tideſmnan, 
Thomas Kirk, went on board in the afternoon. Captain 
Marſhall, in Mr. Hancock's employ, followed ; and abour 
nine in the evening, made feveral propoſals 0 Kirk, 
below for three hours, in which time the wine was taken 
or naval office. Marſhall threatened Kirk, in caſe of 
diſcovery. The captain wrought ſo hard in unloading 
the floop, that his fudden death, that - night, while. in 
bed, before aſliſtance could be obtained, was gene- 
rally believed to have bern owing to ſome injury te- 
ceived from his uncommon exertions, - The nem mortw 
ing the maſter entered, as it is ſaid, four or five pipes, 
and ſwore that was the whole of his cargo. It was 1e- 
ſolved to ſeize the flovp for 4 falſe: ente being made; 
rer RR CN e- red 
dertake the buſ ine. I v3 

Mr. —ůů condi dy Ba. - 
Hollowell the comptroller, repaired toikiancbek's wha) ** 
time, being between fix and ſeven, when the tower claſi 
of people were returring from their day laber. The 
ſeizure however was made before ſun-ſet, i av to he pr. 
fetly legal. Mr. Hari thought the flop might- be 
at the wharf, after clappirig the broad: arrow upout her? 
but Mr. Helowell judged it would be beſt co move her 


3 and made ſignals for hey. 
* boat 
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boats to come-aſhore. - The people upon the wharf cried. 
out, There is no oceaſion; ſhe; will lie ſaſe and no 
officer has a right to remove her; but the maſter of 
che mantof war cut her moorings and carried her off. 
Euer mean was uſed to 8 officers W 
would be n adatoblaws ſeon-colleAcd,rwhich 
inareaſed tou thouſand or two, chiefly-of ſturdy boys 
and negrotes . The minds of the people were inflamed 
bythe ſeizure and removal of the veſſel. They had 
been. before irritated, by the captain of the man of war's 

| prefling ſome ſeamen belonging to the. town; add to 
that, their averſion. to the board of commiſſioners, the 
popularity of the owner, and the name of the floop— 
theſe of courſe excited their reſentments, and wrought 
them up into a combuſtible body. Captain Malcolm, 
who was deeply engaged in running the wines, headed a 
number oſ men aſter the ſeizure, and was very active in 
attempting toi prevent the floop's being removed. Mr. 
Hurien us pelred- with ftones, bricks, and dirt, and 
the breaſt, ſo that it was with difficulty he could keep 
from falling lie as aſterward conſined to his bed from 
5 che injuries he had received. Mr. Hallowell, Mr. Irving, 
inſpector of im ports and exports, and the collectors ſon 
were ſharers in the treatment. They all eſcaped with 
the utmoſt hazard of their lives. Mr. Hallotuell was con- 
bined. RR mne care af nem 
ſie ya — abe dale of his 
menen. treated barbarouſly, Mr. : Irving 
wal benten with clubs and ſticks ; had * 
wage 2 
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to pieces, and teceiyed a ſew light wounds. The mob 
to the houſes of the collector and comptrol< 


ler, broke their windows, and thoſe. of Mr. M illiam: 


ton and - Robinſon eſqrs. remained pretty eaſy: during 


the outrages, to avoid inſults, they retired from their 
own to neighbours houſes, But receiving information, 
that further riots were intended, and the governor tell- 
ing them, he could not protect them, and chat there 
would be no ſafety for them in Boſton, confidering the 
temper of the people; on Monday morning - eatly, 
ND arab him know chat 


they were going on board the Romney, and- deſired his 


and then proceeded. from thence, to the caſtle, The col 


the Monday morning large numbers of people were ga- 
thered together, and to appearance regularly. formed 
into parties, under their different leaders, in ſeveral parts 
gs: Af they meant any ching againſt the com- 


drawn. In the afternoon printed tickets were put up, 
notifying a meeting of the ſons; of | liberty the next day 


at ten clock. This prevented all miſchief in the even- 


ing At che appointed time, thouſands of the lower r4. 


claſs met; but the day being rainy, numbers adjourned 
to Faneuil hall, and there agreed to ſend the conſtables 
1 a | : 


inſpector general, then - dragged the collectors boat 
through the town, and burnt it on the common. This 
was on Friday evening. Saturday and Sunday evenings: 


orders for their reception at the caſtle, which he readily 
gave. They repaired, firſt- on board the mann, wats 


lector and comptroller, and maſt of the other officers 
of the cuſtoms withdrew, either then or aſterward. On 13, 
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Little elſe was done at this meeting, but the appoint- 
ing a committee to wait upon the governor with a peti- 
tion, the receiving his anſwer, writing a letter to a friend, 
and voting ſuch inſtructions as they thought proper to 
their repreſentatives. ' The common talk was, that the 
removal of the floop was an affront to the town, as it 
contained an inſinuation that ſhe would not have been 
ſafe if left at the wharf in cuſtody of a cuſtom-houſe 
officer.” It was aſſerted, and very truly, that there had 
been no reſcue lately; but an invincible- reaſon exiſted 
for it, as no- ſeizure had been lately made. When cap- 
tain Malcolm, more than a year and half back, op- 
poſed, in an armed manner, the officers in attempting 
to ſearch his houſe; ſuch a number of people affernbled 
about it, hem he had got the officers out and ſhot his 
| gaces/againft them, chat they were glad to retreat with- 
ow doing their buſineſs. This defiance of the law 
never afterward to make a ſeizure, although 
when they were ordered by their ſuperiors. About a 
month after, a ſchooner was ſeized” for having tharty 
hogtheads of molaſſes on board, and was left at the 
r wharf in cuſtody of two cuſtom-houſe officers.. Fuly the 
eighth at night, thirty men boarded her, confined the 
officers to the cabin, and carried off the molaſſes. The 
tens people were diſſatisfied that their declarations con- 
cerning the floop- Liberty, that ſhe would have been 
gie i leſt ar the wharf, ſhould be fo foon fallified. The 
ſele& men ſent for the maſter, and ordered him to re- 


tus th mala, direct; dey pur of the db 
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of the town. Tt was immediately done, and the mo- 
laſſes put on board: again, the day after ix was conveyed 
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teenth, a committee of both houſes was appointed to 


inquire into the ſtate of the proviner. When they made 


their report, in ſpeaking of the affair on Friday the 30. 


centh, they faid, The ſerzure occaſioned a number of 
people to be collected, who from the violenee and un- 
precedentedneſs of the procedure in carrying off the 
veſſel, Sc. took oecuſion to inſuſt and abuſc the officers 
and to cornrrit other diſorders, &c,—Reſolved, chat 
though the extraordinary circumſtances of faid ſeizure 
may extenuate the criminaliry, yet being of a very eri- 
minaf nature and of dangerous conſequence, the two 
houſes deelare their umer abhorrence and deteſtation of 
them, and reſolve that the governor be deſired to direct 


the attorney general to proſecute all perſons eoncerned 


in the ſaid riot, and that a proclamation be iſſued, of 


fering a reward for making diſcovery, ſo as the rioters 
or abettors may be brought to condign- puniſhment.” 
Neither rioters nor abettors had any thing to fear from 
either proclamation- or proſecution; and knew ther- 
ſelves to be perſectly ſafe, notwithſtanding the report; 
but che politicians ſaw it was expedient to ſay ſomethirig 


to ſave” appearances, and well- meaning perſons might 


join them, in the ſimplicity of chem hearts, believing 
that the others intended their words ſhould be produc- 
tive of the events to which they ſeemingiy pointed. At 
the ſitting of the ſuperior court in Auguſt, the grand 
jury was found to have among them ſeveral of the abet- 
tors-of the Boſton rioters, and particularly the famous 

| | captain 
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captnin-Malcolraug cinoumſancethas.pecefhriyquatiei 
all informations and proſecutions, as it ſtrongly, fore- 


boded their iſſumꝑ. | 
\-The council in « ener e Lord kdl ina, 
that the had, concerted, a plan, with the 


deſign of raiſing a, Kiſturbance by the ſeizure of the 
dcop Liberty. The inſinugtion muſt be placed to the 
iu will they, bore to the commiſſioners, more chan to any 
thing beſide. On the twenty-ninth, of July, they ſaid, 
Tho commiſſioners were not obliged to quit the town; 
there, never had been any inſult offered to them; their 
quitting che town was a voluntary act, of their, own; 
we doi not apprehend chere was any ſufficient ground for 
their quitting it. But-it appears from a manuſcript in 
Mr. Hytchinſen's hand writing, that the commiſſioners 
applied December the nineteenth. to each of the judges 
of the ſuperior court ſeparately, for theit opinions upon 
four queſtions; and that after eee ther, 
they, were unanimouſiy of opinions: z, 
That from the ſpirit- — been — 52 
the populace againſt All che commiſſioners; of the cuſ- 
toms, Mr. Temple excepted, they could not have re- 
mained long in- ſafety. at Boſton, after the ſeizure of the 
ſloop Liberty, but would have been in great danger of 
viclence to their perſons and properties from a mob, 
which at that time it was. neee be 
raiſed; for that purpoſe: o Yu gre : «© N -ffrart3.51; 

That government was a enen refirain, — 
gr puniſh the ſevetal: mobs which had been aſſembled 
fince-the: fourteenth of Auguſt 1765 and, that at the 
tune. af che commiſſioners retiring do the caſtle, there 
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was no probability that the fame acthority could have 
EE WIR Eee” , l 21 

e Ther they could not have returned ts town, and er. 
ecuted their commiſſion with ſafety, at any time after 
they wichdrew, Before the arrival of his majeſty's troops: 
And that they knew of em 
R een e * 
Mr. Temple was excepted, for he was not obnoxious 
to the populace, being averſe to the eſtabliſhment of 
the board of commiſſioners, which leſſened both his ſa- 
lary and power. He wiſhed the diſſolution of it, and 
to be reſtored to his former place of ſurveyor general 
of the cuſtoms. Though the reſt of the commiſſioners 
could not have returned to have executed their commil- 
fion with ſafety, they might moſt probably have re- 
turned and been ſafe, had they declined executing the 
fame, which however was not to be expected. They 
continued at, but were not confined to the caſtle. They 
rode about the country at pleaſure, withour' any inter- 
"I from the people. 


* ”- 
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The commiſſioners wrote to Wenn Gage, colonel June 
Dalrywple, and commodore Hood, deſiring troops to 


ſupport them in their office. Whatever this application 
might contribute toward the ſending of them, yet it 
certainly did not give riſe to it. Meaſures had been 
taken to procure them long before. Mr. Paxton, when 
in London the preceding year, told Mr. Bollan repeatedly, 
that Mr. Hutchinſon and ſome other of his friends were 
of opinion, that ſtanding troops were neceſſary to ſup- 
port the authority of the government at Boſton; and 
that he was authorized to inform him of this their opi- 


nion. Moſt probably he was authorized to inform/others | 


99993 » alſo. 
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there was a talk of doing it, endeavoured to prevent 
it, and freely related to a gentleman of conſiderable in- 
certainly be curſed to all poſteriry . But the diſpoſi- 
tion of ſome to try the experiment was ſtrengthened by 
a letter from the commiſſioners to the lords of the trea- 
ſury received before the riot happened; and rendered 
efficacious upon the arrival of governor Bernard's letters 
at the ſecretary's office, eſpecially that of March, giv- 
ing an aggravated detailed account of a terrible diſ- 
rurbance on the joyous anniverſary of the repeal of the 
ſtamp-· act; which general Gage, in his of October to 
Lord Hillſborough, declared, from the beſt intelligence he 
could procure, to have been trifling. When the matter 
came to be conſidered, it was agreed to ſend troops to 
Boſton. - Accordingly, Lord Hillſborough in his ſecret 
and confidential letter to general Gage, wrote, I am 


to ſignify to you his majeſty's pleaſure, that you do 


forthwith order one regiment, or ſuch force as you ſhall 
think neceſſary, to Boſton, to be quartered in that town, 


and to give every legal aſſiſtance to the civil magiſtrate, 


in the preſervation of the public peace, and to the offi- 
cers of the revenue, in the execution of the laws of 
trade and revenue; and as this appears to be a ſervice 
of a delicate nature, and poſſibly leading to conſequences 


not eaſily foreſeen, I am directed by the king to recom- 


mend to you to make choice of an officer for the com- 
mand of thoſe troops, upon whoſe prudence, reſolution, 
aid" integrity, you can entirely rely.” And on the 
Mr, Bollan's letter to Mr. Hutchinſon, Auguſt 11, 1765. 
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eleventh, he. informed the governor, that his majeſty, 
from the repreſentation made by him and the commiſ. 
ſioners of the cuſtoms, had directed one regiment at 
leaſt to be ſtationed in Boſton, and to garriſon, and (if 
neceſſary) to repair the caſtle; and had ordered a 
frigate, two ſloops, and two cutters to repair to, and 
remain in the harbour of Boſton for ſupporting and aſ- 
fiſting the officers of the cuſtoms in the execution of 
their duty. His lordſhip's letter to Gage being dated 
two days before the riot occaſioned by the ſeizure of the 
ſloop Liberty, the order contained in it could not poſ- 
fibly be founded on ſuch riot; though the riot, with the 
ſubſequent tranſactions of the town, might be related as 
a reaſon in the reſolves afterward drawn up, exhibiting 
the neceſſity of ſending a military force to Boſton, But 
perſons in office are liable to fall into miſtakes, through 
the multiplicity and hurry of buſineſs, and for want of 
due conſideration, or better intelligence. In this way 
you may account for his lordſhip's ſigning a circular Sepe- 
letter, to the governor and council of Rhode N,, to 
the following purpoſe—<* Gentlemen, the king hav- 
upon ſeveral occaſions, taken upon them to communi- 
cate to their councils and aſſemblies, either the whole 
or parts of letters from his majeſty's principal ſecretary 
of ſtate, I have it in command to ſignify, that it is his 
majeſty's pleaſure, that you do not upon any pretence | 
whatever communicate to the aſſembly, any copies or 
extracts of ſuch letters, unleſs you have his mazeſty's 
particular directions. This was ſoon publiſbed in he 
Providence Gazette aſter being received. That colony 
chooſes its own governor annually, and he has neither 
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3 to withhold from the aſſembly copies 

_ of any ſuch letters. Upon another occaſion his lord. 

Hip gave orders to the governor of Pemhlvania, in caſe 

the aſſembly did not act conformable to what was ex- 

pected, immediately to diſſolve them; whereas it is the 

inhererit privilege of that houſe, to ſit on their on ad- 

Journments; ö a Ecaig 6 
them. 

Nor. A month . e e eee 

3* * Mr. Hancock was ſerved with a precept ſor 9000 l. ſter- 

ling, by the marſhal of the court of Admiralty.” The 

marſhal having arreſted him, demanded bail for 30001. 

Five other gentlemen were arreſted for the like ſum. 

He and the five others gave bail. The comimiſſioners 

_ proſecuted the ſuppoſed owner, and each perſon they 

imagined concerned in unloading the wines, for the 

value of the whole cargo and treble damages. The 

veſſel ſeized was reſtored. after a long detention; and 

tte ſuits in the court of Admiralty dropped, March the 

| twenty-ſixth, 1769, by a declaration from the king's 

advocate, that his majeſty would proſecute no further. 

It was idle to think of ſupporting the proſecution by 

ſufficient evidence. Want of inclination or fear would 

preventwitneſſes appearing, and corruption would procure 

counter- evidence from men of no principle, who would 

juſtify themſelves from the profecution's being built 

upon acts of parliament, to which they ſuppoſed the co- 

_  lonies owed=no obedience; and would plead, as in too 

many inſtances is done at home, chat it is not he who 

- raltes, but he who impoſes the oath, who is chargeable 

Vick che crime of ſwearing falſely.” The law would not 

1 In chis caſe 

Fir os me 
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produced by the former non - importation agreement ; 
and were carneſt for-playing off the ſame engine againſt 
the new attempts of miniftry, to ſaddle chem with the 
payment of taxes. About the beginning of April, {+ 
veral gentlemen of Befton and New York, wrotę to 
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ocllers 
at Philageipþie, in order to learn, whether they would 


unite wich them, in Kopping the importatign of gods 


wo rule them. as Hrg. Ic called. upon them. tx 
rate, by what means they might defend cheir ri 
we, aud de 2 en of Sn 
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vurtzed them to join in the meaſure. propoſed by their 
brethren of Been and New Nur; and cloſed with 

' © Ulited wwe conquer, divided we te.” The Pennſylvania 
merchants agreed with the other colonies in opinion, 
tut the revenue acts were unconſtitutional ; but declined 
. adopting the hon-importation agreement, as they be- 
lieved it to be premature. They knew that multitudes 
in Great Britain would ſuffer much by a ſuſpenſion of 
trade with her, whenever it ſhould be carried into ex- 
ecution; and judged that it ought not to be made uſe 
of, but as the laſt and moſt certain remedy,” when peti- 
tions proved ineffectual. They ſaw clearly, that the 
acts were manifeſtly injurious to the Britiſh trade, and 
hoped the parliament would therefore find it expedient 
to repeal them; and were willing to allow a propet time 
for the repeals being effected. Theſe reaſons induced 
them to refuſe complying with the ſolicitations of their 
neighbours. But the merchants and traders of Phila- 
deiphia agreed upon a memorial, wherein they ſtated 
their grievances, which was tranſinitted to their mer- 
cantile friends in London; on whoſe afliſtance they 
relied for an application to government for telief; and 
this they hoped to obtain as | + org Eb 
it might not be all the articles of complaint. 
But the Heften merchants and traders, g been 
drawn in, partly by cheir connections with the politi- 
. cians and the fear of oppoſing the popular fiream, 
Anàgreed upon a new fubſcription paper, wherein they en- 
„5 not ſend for or import 
fom Great Britain, either upon our own account, or 
Upon commiſſions, this fall, any other goods than what 
re dead ordered for the fall fopphy,”= * We will 
gt dot 


* 
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not ſend for or import any kind of goods or merchari- 


diſe ffom Grest Britain, Ge. from dhe firſt of January 
1769, to che firſt of January 1770, except ſalt, coals, 


fin- hookes and lines, hemp and duck, bar- lead and ſhot, 


woolcurds and card wire“ - We will not purchaſe of 
any factor or others, any kind of goods imported from 
Great Britain, from January 1769 to January 1770. 
„We will not import, on our own account, or on 
commiſſions; or purchaſe of any, who ſhall import from 
any other colony in America, from January 1769 to 
Janne ee fen 
commonly imported from Great Britain. We "will 
not, from and after the firſt of January 1769, import 
into this province any tea, paper, glaſs, or painters co- 
lours, until the act impoſing duties on thoſe articles 
ſhall be repealed.” The ſubſeription paper was carried 
about tom; and, at length, generally ſigned; though 


ſeveral reſpectable merchants remained non- ſubſeribers. 


The fame month the Connecticut and New York mer- 


chants came into ſimilar agreements; and thoſe of Salem, 


the beginning of September. Some merchants had un- 


| <doubtedly the foreſight to provide for an abſtinence 


. by unuſually large orders. 
A report having been ſpread, chat governor Bernard 
had intimated bis apprehenſions, that one or more re- 


giments were to be daily expected at Beben, a meeting 8. 
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of the inhabitants was called, and a committee appoint- 12. 


ed to wait on him, to know the grounds of his appre- 
henſions, and to pray him to iſſue precepts forthwith 


for convening a general aſſembly. He acknowledged 
his having received thoſe informations which produced 


2 but ſaid they were of a private na- 


„ ture. 


13. 


22. 


bis mjeſty's ſervice, and the ſaſety af the province 


+ 0 THE e or EY 
pare The calling; of eher adembly- he tall cler 


could nat be complied with, till his majelty's cammands 


were recemed- The anſwer being reported, it was re- 
ſolved, That the frecholders, and other inhabitants of 


fortunes, take all legal and canſtitutional meaſures to 
and immunities granted an their royal charter. It was 
alſo declared to be the ppition of thoſe preſent, . That 
# ſuitable number of perſons to act for them ag a c. 
miittee in convention, . with ſuch as May be lent go join 
chem from ehe other cos, mould be now choſen, in 
order that ſuch meaſures may be conſulted and adviſed, 


mar require” Is was chen voted, That the ſelect 
men of Boon ſhould write to the {deft men of the 
cher tons, to acquaint them with the foregoing teſo- 
Autions, and to propoſe, that @ convention be held at 


Faneuil Hall Boston, on the twenty-ſecond inſtant. 


IK us gfurnard voted, „ That, as there is an appre- 


Penſion, in che minds of many, of an approgehing war 


With France, thoſe inhabitants who are not provided, be 
——— ͤ — — 
The exmvertion, eqnſifting: of comraittees from wincty- 
90 towns and eight diſtricts, met as propoſed; and aker 
conference and conſultation, petitioning the gowernor, 


ineailinesrto. fl in — — and preſerving the 


an ee dene en chaireavee- 
ſiam to ſtanding armies, to tumults and diforders, their 
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ty<ninthy, Advice was received the day. before; that the 
men of war and trunſports from Halifax, with ſome hun- 
dreds of troops, were fafe arrived at Namaſket harbour, 
the comeention cloſed, they diſpatched a letter to Mr. 
Dy Berle, containing a repreſentation of what had taken 
place, wich fach papers and inſtructions as were judged 
moſt ſuitable to the circurmſtances of their aſſembiy. 
When the news was firſt received of troops being or- 
deted to Boſton, broad hints were throw out that they 
ſhould never land; and to ſtrengthen the appearance of 
an intention to oppoſe them, ' 2 barrel was placed upon 
the beacon, ſuppoſed to be a tar barrel, to have been 
fired to call in the country upon the troops appearing, 
which was afterward. found to be an empty nail barrel, 
Many of the deputies came down to the . convention, 
with inſtructions and diſpoſitions to prevent the Boſto- 
mans involving the province in the fatal confeqvences 
of their o furious devices. Numbers were ſtom chit 
beginning, ſenfible of the impropricty and danger of 


| nor's meſſage to them after their addreſs was high, and 
might tend to keep ſome of them in awe, as the troops 
were thought to be at no great diſtance; When Mr, 
Orir joined them, inſtead of being violent, he was quite 
moderate; and when Mr. Samuel Adams attempted to 
launch out in the fame free and unreſtramed language, 
ONE Cn WOT 
tives, he was-preſently ſilenced. 

. The eompentlon having finiſhes in che above manner, 
Ka named 8 to themſelves the mo- 


R 3 deration 


their proceeding, and defirous by a moderate conduct, 
to correct the one and ward off the other, The gover- 


„ „ 


246 


A THE HISTORY OF THE, & * 


deration of thoſe whom they called together 8 

different purpoſes. The governor himſelf was not al- 
ways wholly ignorant of what was going forward among 
the ſons of liberty. He kept up an acquaintance with 
ſome of them; and by that mean, at times, procured 
uſeful intelligence, while he gave his informers the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurance, that their names ſhould not be quoted, 
nor any communication be made of it, which could 
New Vork Journal.“ I blame the Boſtonians for hav- 
ing given ſome room for the idle reports of their de- 
ſigning to oppoſe the landing of the troops, by the ri- 
diculous puff and bombaſt (for which our eaſtern bre- 
thren have always been too famous) of warning every 
man to provide himſelf with a good firelock, ammu- 
nition, &c. under the diſingenuous jeſuitical pretence 


of che proſpect of a French war, full as abſurd and hy- 


pacritical as is the pretence of a military eſtabliſhment 

in America for its protection and defence. 
When the troops from Halifax were daily expected, 

the governor would have prevailed upon the council to 


| | haye provided quarters for them in Boſton; but they 


refuſed, and in anſwer to what he adyanced, ſaid, The 


troops are by act of parliament, to be quartered no 
where elſe but in the barracks, until they are full; there 


are barracks enow at the caſtle to hold both the regi- 


ments; and it is therefore againſt the act to bring any 
of them into town.” However, the orders of general 


Gage to lieutenant colonel Dalrymple were poſitive to 
land one of them at Boſton. But in the interim captain 


n the engineer, arrived with letters of a ſub- 


ſequent 
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ſequent date, from gen. Gage for the governor and the 
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ported and believed from a number of private letters 


had revolted, he had therefore ſent the captain to aſſiſt 
the forces, and enable them to recover and maintain the 


caſtle, and ſuch other poſts as they could ſecure. Upon 


this the colonel altered his plan, and concluded to land 


both regiments. at Boſton without loſs of time. The 
fleet therefore was immediately put into motion, and by 


the next morning commanded the whole town. Every 


thing being fully prepared, near upon fourteen® ſhips. of 


war lying with their broadſides to the town, having 


ſprings on their cables, and their guns ready for firing 


inſtantly upon the place, in caſe of the leaſt oppoſition; 


about one o'clock at noon, October the- firſt, the troops Od. 
began landing, under cover of the ſhips cannon, with- 1 · 


out moleſtation; and having effected it, marched into 


the common, with muſkets charged, bayonets. fixed, 
drums beating, fifes playing, &c. making, with the train 


of artillery, upward of 700 men. In the evening, the 
ſelet men were required to quarter the two regiments 


in town, but abſolutely refuſed. One of the regiments 
hawever,. being - without their camp equipage, was hu- 


manely permitted to enter Faueuil- hall and its chambers/, 


about nine o'clock at night, that ſo the men might en- 
joy a temporary ſhelter, . The next being Lord's day, 


the town ar ſtate houſe was opened in the evening, by | 


fe Launceſton of 40 guns, the Mermaid of 28, Olaſgow 20, 
Beaver 14, Senegal 14, Bonetta 10, and ſeveral armed ſchqoners, be- 
Po 

eee. 0 | | 

R4 order 
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deuiniy ſtretched his authority in ſeveral points ; but par- 
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Ader uf ths goverber, for the 8 
who took poſſeſſion of all the chambers; ecept che one 
appropriated for- the meeting of che cbuneil. HE cer- 


Uculatly in thus acting. This ſtep was an infult not 
only to che town, as it was 4 great annoyance to the 
gentlemen and merchants, who had been accuſtomed to 
make the lower floor their exchange, but to the whole 
colony, us the repreſentatives chamber was now polleſſed 
by the ſoldiery. After the quarters of the troops were 
ſertled, the main guard was poſted directly oppoſite to, 
und not twelve yards from the ſtate houſe, with two field 
pieces pointed to it. It was with no ſill indignation 
that the people beheld the repreſentatives chamber, 
court-houſe, and Faneuil-hall—ſeats of freedom and 
| Juſtice=oceupied by troops; and guards placed at the 
doors, and the council paſſing through the guards in 
going to their own chamber. They reſented alſo the 
common's being covered with tents, and alive with ſol- 
diers; their marchings and counter - marchings to relieve 
the guards ; the town's being a perfect gatriſon, and the 
inhabitants being challenged by the ſentinels, as they 
paſſed and re-paſſed. Perſons devoutly inclitied, com- 
| plained much of being diſturbed at public worſhip on 
the ſabbaths, with drums beating, and fifes playing, to 
which they had never been accuſtomed in the Malſachu- 
| ſerts. Quarters being obtained for the troops, the coun- 
eil were required to provide bartack proviſions for them, 
agreeable to act of parliament; but reſolutely declined 
going into any meaſure which might be conſtrued into « 
ſubtniſſion to the faid act. The oppaſition of the coun- 
cil to the quartering of, and providing for the troops, 


Au inter AEVOLYPCD u. 
Betodoin; who was one of them, that Mr. Hurhiv/on, in 
his letter of Nevember 6, aſerbec the Whole t0 his 


mahagement. It us thovght that the 
6f the 


or deſired; and that they were in kopes, that 
the folly and rage of the town and eclony would have 
ted them into an hoftils oppoſttion, and thereby hive 


iffordetl an opportunity for giving them ſome rival and 


militafy correction. Under this apptebenſton, the gen- 


Bernard, containing the account of the wvope having 
landed, &c. narrowly watched the countenanee and eo. 
duet of the perſon who read them, and Wis confititied 
in ſuch opinion. But had he not poſſeſſed that vpinionz 


ir might not have been etched by whit tw obſerved, 


The feritiments of the militaty differed fo extremely 
ſtor thoſe of the Boſtonians, who were unjuſtly viewed 
as rebelliouſſy inclined; that it was hot to be wondered 
at that they were inſulted and abuſed, and that quarrels 


troops was not What forfie of the miniſtry eicher 


* 


tletrun, who delivered the firſt diſpatches fror governo s 


ſhould enfue, though they did not procesd en to 4 


dangerdus height. Undoubteciy the inhabltaries could 
not be continually blameleſs : there would neceſſarily de 
ſome raſh and imprudent perſons among ſuch multi- 
tudes; but the greateſt raſhneſs anti imprudence lay in 
the ſending of troops on a ſervice, Weh could Have 
been effectualiy and better eseeuted by u haVal Tore 
ptopefly ſtationed and employed. Ships ef war might 
have poſſeſſed 
have executed their office with ſafety: 


rere 


The corrimittee of merchunts in Zondow paid a due 


attention to the memorial ſent therm by the rabrohams 


and 
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and traders of | Philadelphia, and took pains to obtain 

without effect. The department to which they applied, 

| afforded little hopes of redreſs in a way that might put 
8 an end to the differences that had ariſen between Great 
| Britain and her American colonies. The act impoſing 
duties on glaſs, paper, &c. was acknowledged to be in- 
expedient; but it was added, Such has been the un- 
juſtifiable conduct of ſome in America, that the preſent 
juncture is not a proper ſeaſon for repeal.” Admi- 
niſtration vas firmy reſolved to oppoſe it with their ut- 
moſt ſtrength, while, it ſhould be inſiſted on by threats 
ſidered the ſteps which had been taken by them to ob- 
tain redreſs. It was ſaid, © If a proper diſpoſition ap- 
pears in the colonies, and their merchants, in a ſucceed- 
the principle of inexpediency only, there is every reaſon 
to believe that no part of adminiſtration will object to 
the repeal.” But the miniſter did not declare what was 
the proper diſpoſition. he expected. No ſooner, were 
the Philadeiphians appriſed, by the receipt of this infor- 
mation, that no hops remained of a repeal in that ſeſ- 
ſion, than they unanimouſly entered into the very agree- 
ment, which ſome months before, when propoſed to 
them, they had declined: and it was their opinion, that 
as the agreement had been formed on mature delibera- 
tion, the people of the province would firmly. adhere 
to it. Of this they gave notice to the, committee of 
Nt merchants in London, by letter of April 8, 1369. In 
pril that jetter, remarking upon the information they had 
unn * e perſons in 
power 
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power to conſider, whether even the unjuſtifiable beha- 
viour of thoſe ho think themſelves aggrieved, will 
juſtify a perſeyerance in a matter confeſſed to be wrong, 
Certain it is, that the | wiſdom. of government is better 
manifeſted; its honor and authority better maintained 
committed, than by perſiſting in them, and thereby 
riſking. the loſs of the ſubjects affections. We are ap+ 
prehenſive that perſons in power are greatly abuſed, and 
that the people of America have been groſaly miſrepre 

ſented, otherwiſe the ſteps which they have taken to 

obtain redreſs, could never be looked upon as threats, 

Threats they never intended; but as all the American 
colonies were equally affected, it was. thought that their 

Joint petitions would have more weight; and. for this 

end the ſeveral aſſemblies communicated their, ſenti; 

ments to each other. This ſtep, to the inexpreſſible 

ſurpriſe of all America, is repreſented as,” a flagitious at- 

tempt, a meaſure of a moſt dangerous and factious ten- 

dency, &c.** The | diſſolution, of afſemblies that ſol- 

lowed, and the meaſures purſued to enforce the acts in 

of the people to a very great degree. They therefore | 
determined not only to defeat the intent of the acts, by = | 
refraining from the uſe of thoſe articles on which duties | 
were laid, but to put a ſtop to the importation of goods 

from Great Britain. This is the only threat we know + 

of; and if this is ſufficient to engage the miniſtry. to _ 
oppoſe a repeal of the acts, we apprehend the miniſtry . 
muſt, by a change of meaſures, endeavour to regain the | 
affections of the rener 
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The Americans confider themſelves as Britt fab 
jects, entitied-to all che rights and privileges of frremen. 
They tune there can de no Kkberty withour u ſecurity 
of property; und thar there cars be no property, if any 
emed fruits of their labor. They know that they 
Nkwve no choice in the election of the members of par- 
Bument; and from their fituntion, never can Have any, 
Every act of parhament therefore, that is macdde for 
raifing # revenue in America, is In the opinion, de- 


und eonſequently is an invaſion of their liberty. 


I then the acts cannot be repealed while the = 
miniſtyy objects, and if to remove the objettions the 


Americans mult give op Meir ſentiments, we muſt can. 


idly confeſs we have Hite hopes of x repeal ever taking 
hats will preſume to petition parlament on the prin- 
ripe" of ijnexpetiency only, when every afferbly on the 


- eontirivrit ure applying for 2 tepeal on the principle of 
* 8 n Fon een $395 


e Happy bad it been for both countries if the idea 


el raifingg bases ih Atneriea had never been ſtarted ; 


however, if the acts complained of ate fepenled, and 


nd other of the Hike nature are attempted hereafter, the 


brennt w. will, we believe; quickly fub- 
nde, and the peaple of both countries in a thort time, 
return to their uſual good horror, confidence, and 
K · · m7 ets aan 06394) , 
Jord be eee ebener, would have put a ſtop 
. ; 
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of the coloniſts, they fron found themſelves much mil. 
We. It can ſcarec be imagined, hut that fame. of che 
Philadelphia gentlemen had received the account of ſuch 
relolvess for the above letter was in anſwer to London 
ones of January 4th and 26th, and yet chey progeeded 
#5 bas beep related. 11h 222) tir n ot 

e been used the mor, wih ens bnd yaa 
ecedings of the houſe of cepreſentatives of Maſichuſaus 
of January and February; as alſo the deelarations,: ae 
ſolutions and proceedings in the-town of Boſftons. They 
pronounced the election of deputies to ſit in convention, 
and the merting of ſuch convention, daring inſults of- 
ſerad to his gagjeſty's authority, and audacious un -- 
tions of che powers of government. The lords then 
ordered an humble addreſs to. be preſented to his ma- 
ply; in which they enpreſſed theit ſatisfactiom in dhe 
meaſures big majeſty-had. purſued ; gave him the &rongett 
afurances, chat they would effectvally ſopport him in 
ſuch further ones as might be found necefiay to man- 
tain the civil magiſtrates, in a due execution. of the laws, 
within the Maflachwſetts-bay ; and beſceched him 9 
direct the governor to take the moſt effectual methods 
for procuring che fulleſt information, touching all weaſons 
committed within that government ſince the goth of . 
December x5 679 and to tranſmit the ſame, with he 
names of the perſons, rooſt active in — of 
ſuch oſſenoes a in order that his majeſty might i a 
ſpecial cotniſſon for hearing and determining ahe fait 
offences, within the realm, purſuant to the ſtatute of the = 
1 1 on I ek ac: 
FTbe reſolotions and addreſd were fant: down te d 
. Colonel Barre 


oppoſed 


/ 
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oppoſed them; and directipg himſelf to the miniſtry, 
Taid,” < Away with theſe partial reſentful trifles, calcu- 

hated to ĩrritate, not to quell or appeaſe; inadequate to 

— unworthy of us! Why will you endea- 

vour to deceive yourſelves and us? Von know that it 

is not this place only that diſputes your right, but every 
part. They tell you, that you have no right from one 
end of the continent to the other. My ſentiments of 
this matter you well know. Conſider well hat you 
are doing. Act openly and honeſtly. Tell them, you 
will tax them; and that they muſt ſubrnit. Do not 
adopt chis little, inſidious, futile plan. They will de- 

Feb. ſpiſe you for it.” However, on the ninth of February, 

9- they were agreed to and returned with ſome amend- 
ments ; and the addreſs was ordered to be preſented by 
both houſts. The Meſucbuſetrs; with becoming firm- 
neſs; conſtantly aſſerted their rights, which drew down 
upon them miniſterial vengeance. They had no general 
alſembly when the reſolves and addreſs reached America, 

the laſt having been diſſolved for refuſing to comply with 
the mandate to reſcind, and the time appointed by 
charter for calling another not being arrived. Bur the 
"Virginia houſe of burgeſſes entered upon the ſubject. 

uh They met on the eighth of May, and on the fixteenth 

5 dk into ferious confideration” the ſtate of the colony, 

being alarmed at the diſtreſs in which all America was 

likely to be involved. They came to ſeveral neceſſary 
reſolutions, copies of which they gave their ſpeaker, with 
particular directions to tranſmit them without delay, to 
the ſpeakers of the ſeveral houſes of aſſembly on ihe 
CO whoſe ag A in — een 
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The reſolves expreſs, That the ſole right of im- 
poſing taxes on the inhabitants of the colony, is now; 
and ever hath been legally and conſtitutionally veſted In 
the houſe of burgeſſes, with conſent of the council, and 
of the king, or his governor for the time being That 
it is the privilege of the inhabitants to petition their To. 
vereigh for redreſs of grievances, and that it is lawful 
to procure the concurrence of his majeſty's other colo- 
nies in d ifal 1d i F . | the royal i terpoſition 
in favor of the violated” rights of America That all 
trials for treaſon, miſpriſion of treaſon, or for any felony 
or crime whatſoever, committed by any perſon refiding 


in ſaid colony, ought to be in and before his majeſty's 


courts within ſaid colony; and that the ſeizing: any pers 
ſon reſiding in the colony, ſuſpected of any crime what- 
places beyond the ſea to be tried, is highly derogatory 
of the rights of Britiſh ſubjects, as thereby the ineſti- 
mable privilege of being tried by a jury from the vici- 
nage, as well as the liberty of producing witneſſes · on 
ſuch trial, will be taken away from the party accuſed.” 
Theſe reſolutions were followed by a humble addreſs 


to his majeſty, beſeeching his royal interpoſition to quiet 


the minds of his loyal fubje&ts in the colony, and to 


>» 


6d of 


{ _— and X | I ſea th e inhabitants of Ames 
rica to be tried in any other manner, chan by the ancient 


and long eſtabliſhed mode of proceeding. ---'- »/\3 =» 
The next day Lord Bottetourt ſent ſor them, and ſaid, 3, 
Mr. ſpeaker and gentlemen of the houſe of burgefles, :7- 
1 have heard of your reſolves,” aud augur ill of their 
effefts, Tou have made it my duty to diſſolve you, 


2% 
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lutions with the Ichxinis houſe of burgeſſes, for which 
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and you are diſſolved accordingly.” The aoadlemen 


vo compoſed the houſe, being reduced by the diſſo- 


lution to private perſons, repaired irnmediatehy 
CIS IR | pr 
proper to be taken, and ker 
La Gab, e 8 ln 
{it en A 
they- ableribed and recommended to all merchants, 
gentlemen, | traders and others] againſt importing any 
goods taxed, and many other articles; eee 
a gainſt importing and purchaſing negroes, Sc. 
Tb next month, Apt —ů — 
— — — — 
1 
— Qilowed: the 3 
The inhabitants af Charlaſtenn broke off all com- 
merceovich the Rhade Mauders and Georgians, whom they 
charged with having acted a moſt fingularly infamous 
part, from the beginning of the preſent glorious ſtruggle 
for che preferyation.'of American rights. This had its 
eſtect, and Geargiar came into the non- importation 


agreement September che nineteenth; Providence Oc- 


The ub Cardina aflernbly came to the like reſo- 


gouernar - Zazzes.difſelyed: them. Upon that, the 
denen who had compoſed it, repaired to — 
choſe the late ſpeaker moderator, and came to a reſo-- 


- - formable. to what had been done elſewhere. Ahn me 


non - itoportaton agreement became general, and was 


IG Sony . 
Meet- 


un KBVOLUTLON, 


Meetiatzꝰ of the aſſociators were .regularly held. Com- 


mittees were appointed to examine the cargoes of all 
veſſels arriving from Britain; and regular votes and re- 


ſolutions of genſure were paſſed in thoſe meetings, upon 
ſuch as refuſed to concur in the aſſociations, and their 
names publiſned in the news- papers as enemies to their 
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country. The decrees, of thoſe, committees met with a a 


reſpect and obedience denied to the conſtitutional au- 
chority of government. In ſome caſes goods imported 
from Britain were locked up in warchouſes, under the 


care of the committecs, and in a few inſtances returned, 
Portſmouth, the only ſeaport in New Hampſhire, never 


Wentwgrth had addreſs enough to prevent it, and keep, 
all quiet. There are few. priyate ſchools in that colony, 
and the bulk of che people are very illiterate. If a 
perſon can write a note of hand, read a chapter, and. 


came into the non · importation agreement. Governor 


cypher to the nile of three, he paſſes for a man of learn- | 


ing. Men, whoſe capacities remain ſmall for want of. 
uſe and improvement, and who have little knowledge, 


are liable to be duped. by thoſe who paſſeſs ſuperior ran, 


and abilities. The aſſociations were as general, and in- 
common, as well obſerved as could be reaſonably ex- 
pected, conſidering the diſadvantages and loſſes they. 
neceſſarily occaſioned to many. But it is not to. be 
thought, that there were no colluſions; chat, all the 
goods, belonging to the proſeſſing ſons of liberty, which 


conveyed out, upon particular ↄccaſions, and to lerye, 
certain purpaſes: that all, wha. had. given their r 
* hi i fg. 85 priyately order e 

* 


were ſtored, remgined in the warehouſes, without being. oF 
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the prohibited articles to pleaſe themſelves, families or 
neighbours ; that when, ſome months afterward, the 
zeal of the daughters of ' Niberty, in ſeveral of the 
| colonies, proſcribed the drinking of tea, and ren- 
dered the diſuſe of it à univerſal faſhion, all were ſo 
true to their engagements, as not to fip their green or 
bohea in ſecret, or under a new name; and that all 
who aſſociated or agreed to the ſtoring of their goods, 
did it voluntarily and without compulſion. The fear 
ot appearahce of a mob often produced a compliance 
in perſons, who would have gladly retained theit goods 
till they could have turned the ſame into cath ; and 
bfought them to own, that they were willing that they 
ſhould be ftored, juſt as they would have been willing 
at ſea tu have thrown them overboard to eſeape perſonal 
Kipwreck. The committees had the arts of perfuaſion ; 
and in ſome places their moſt powerful arguments for 
R IRR" 


„Nennet The i and defired .o come into 
the agreement; he declines; he muſt ſell; his liveli- 
bod depends upon it. Arguments are uſed for his 
cotriplying, and he is urged, foothed and entreated; 
but it avails nothing. He is determined at all hazards 
to diſpoſe of his goods as purchaſers offtr, Some of 
the nivbility, or theit leaders, are told, that the im- 
porter cannot be prevailed upon. In a day or two he 
finds himſelf ſurrounqed; in danger of an affrok ; is 
eerrified; inquires the tedfon 5 and upon learning it, 
hurries to the committee; begs their interpoſition; 
coinþlits with what Was betete deſired of him,; hopes 

that 


* 


low townſinen or citizens, and thanks them for their 
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| that they will reſtore him to the good graces of his ſel- 


: promiſed afliſtanee, not in the leaſt ſuſpecting the depth 
not this prudent forecaſt, whereby to accompliſh their 
deſigns without expoſing their own characters. 

We have hitherto omitted recording the tranſactions 
of the Meſechyſeirs aſſembly in the preſent yeary the 
Virginia houſe of burgeſſes demanding a prior attention, 
. call) wgrheraocnding My 
charter, a committee from the houſe of repreſentatives ** 
remonſtrated to his excellency, © That an armament by 
ſea and land inveſting this metropolis (Heften, and a 
military guard with cannon pointed at the door of the 
ſtate houſe where the aſſembly is held, are inconſiſtent 
wich that dignity and. freedom, with which they have a 
right to deliberate, conlule, an! determine, They ex. 
pect that your excellency will, as his majeſty's repreſen- 
cative, give effeftual orders for the removal of the above- 
mentioned ſorees by fea and land out of this part, and 
the gates of this city during the ſeſſion of the ſaid aſ · 
ſembly.” The governor returned for anſwer; Gen- 
e a 

or his within town.“ | 
rr to form June 
91 OP. to him design The ue 13. 
of the military power to enforce the execution of the laws, 
ia, in che opinion of this houſe, inconſiſtent with the 
ſpirit of a free conſtitution, and the very nature of go- 
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the prohibited articles to pleaſe themſelves, families or 
neighbours ; that when, ſome months afterward, the 
zeal of the daughters of Nberty, in ſeveral of the 
cblonies, proſcribed the drinking of tea, and ren- 
dered the diſuſe of it # univerſal faſhion, all were ſo 
true to their engagements, as not to fip their green or 
bohea in ſecret, or under a new name; and that all 
who affociated or agreed to the ſtoring of their goods, 
did it voluntarily and without compulſion. The fear 
ot appearahce of a mob often produced a compliance 
till they could have turned the ſame into caſh ; and 
brought them to own, that they were willing that they 
ſhould be ſtored, juſt as they would have been willing 
at ſea to have thrown them overboard to eſeape perſonal 
Mipwreck. The committees had the arts of perfuaſion ; 
and in ſome places their moſt powerful arguments for 
Ye morn: Ax" yg e eee ee 
them. 

The importer is ſent for, and deſired es come into 
he agreement; he declines; he muſt fell ; his liveli- 
od depends upon it. Arguments are uſed for his 
cbmplying, and he is urged, ſoothed and entreated; 
but it avails nothing. He is determined at all hazards 
to diſpoſe of his goods #s purchaſers offer. Some of 
the ni6bility, or their leaders, are told, that the im- 
porter cannot be prevailed upon. In a day or two he 
finds hitnſelf ſurrounded; in danger of an uffnult; is 

 rerfified; inquires the tedfon 5 and upon learning it, 
hurries to the committee; begs their initerpoſition; 

C 
750 that 
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at will reſtore him to the good graces of his fel- 
| promiſed aſſiſtanee, not in the leaſt ſuſpecting the depth 
not this prudent forecaſt, whereby to accompliſh their 
_ tefigns without expoſing their own characters. 
We have hitherto omitted recording the tranſactions 
of the Meſſechyeits aſſembly in the preſent year, the 
Virginia bouſe of burgeſſes demanding a prior attention, 
but naw proceed to them, 
| The general court being called rogerher according to May 
charter, a committee from the houſe of repreſentatives *** 
remonſtrated to his excellency, That an armament by 
ſea and land inveſting this metropolis ( Bgfon,) and a 
military guard with cannon pointed at the door of the 
ſtate houſe where the aſſembly is held, are inconſiſtent 
wich that dignity and. freedom, with which they have a 
right to deliberate, conſult, and determine. They ex- 
pect that your excellency will, as his majeſty's repreſen- 
tative, give effectusl orders for the removal of the above- 3 
mentioned forces by ſea and land out of this part, and | 
the gates of this city during the ſeſſion of the ſaid af- 
ſembly.” The governor returned for anſwer, Gen- 
temen, I have no authority over his majeſty's ſhips in 
this port, or his troops within this town.” | 
He negatived eleven of the perſons elected to form Jun 
3 declared The uſe 13. 
of the military power to enfurce the execution of the laws, 
a, in che opinion of this houſe, inconſiſtent with the 
„ A ng SELF 2apEs: of go- 
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vernment. This military force is uncontrollable by ay 
authority in the province: it is then a power without 
any check here, and therefore it is ſo far abſolute. 
What · privilege! what ſecurity then is left to this houſe!” - 
It was not urged, whatever the caſe might admit: 
*The governor is the king's locum tenens, and his office 
entire. The chief civil and military authority being by 
the Britiſh and our conſtitution inſeparable, the king 
cannot ſever them. An independent military tends to 
the utter overthrow of the civil power. The operations 
of che great ſeal, which is clavis regni, cannot be con- 
trolled by the privy ſeal, the king's ſignet, ſign manual, 
or ſignification of his pleaſure by his ſecretary ; in other 
words, our charter cannot be infringed by any of theſe.” 
The houſe firmly declined doing buſineſs ſurrounded 
with an armed force, (IR IE overtor" te: next ay 
adjourned" the court to Cambridge. ' 7 
His excellency ſent a meſſage to them, with the ac- 
el N expenditures. already incurred by quarter 
ing his majeſty's troops, deſiring funds to be provided 
for diſcharging the ſame, and requiring a proviſion for 
the further quartering the forces r and Caſtle 
Hand, according to act of parliament. - 1 BY. 
The houſe of aſſembly; as though it OE bee 
1 no leſs than main- 


tain their own privileges, paſſed a nn dane 
4 among them the following: 1 


That a general difcoritent--on account of the reve- 
3 acts, an expectation of a ſudden. arrival of a; mili- 
tary power to enforce ſaid acts, an apprehenſion of the 
troops being quartered. upon che inhabitants, ons: 
SORRY 2 g 0 
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one, and the people almoſt reduced to a ſtate of deſpair, 


ple to convene by their committees; to aſſociate, con- 


ſult, and adviſe the beſt means to promote peace and 


good order; to preſent their united complaints to the 
throne ; and jointly to pray for the royal interpoſition 


in favor of their violated rights. Nor can this proces 


dure poſſibly be illegal, as they expreſly CITE 


governmental acts : | 
. — of. « iandiig drain this 


colony, in time of peace, is an invaſion of natural rights: 


| eee geo organ 
the Britiſb conſtitution: - 

0 Thar ſending an armed force into the colony under 
pretenee- of aſſiſting the civil authority, is highly dan- 


. to the beer mn bean 


5 The laſt b the fame with that of Yirginisc £3.07 tas. 
The governor called upon them to anſwer, whether 12, 


they would or would not make proviſion, for the troops. 


The houſe by meſſage, after remarking upon the 15. 


laces blame, anſwered, As WE cannot c. 


ſiſtently with our on honor or intereſt, much leſs with 


the duty we owe to our conſtituents, ſo we neyer ſhall | 


make any proyiſion of funds for the purpeſes in your 
ſeveral meſſages,” Upon that the governor ꝓrorogued 
them to the tenth of January to meet at,Boſtan... - 

. South Carolina aſſembly, no leſs than che Maſachaleu,, 


yenturad -ro diſabey the mutiny , and adopted ln, 
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hovſe entered partly into Himmar ones, but the Taft was 


otfitted, and the firſt more ſtrongly expreaſied. The 


Ditawidre Counties early followed the lead of Phryiven, 
and adopted their laſt reſolve verbatim; and toward the 
hefe of the year, the NewYork ud Goel . 
is wropdfal of pere for thdoidig pues 
Hot Iſlas i Wider to trial in 'Gredt Britain, pur- 
Want to che ſtature of ery VIII. excited à general 
alarm through the continent. The procedure they re- 
dommended was not wholly without precedent. The 


 raſeof Culpeper has been atready related (p. 76.) Under 
queen Ante, in 17 10, the fingleaders of an unnatüral 


contention in Antigua, wherein the governor was mur. 
thered, were brought to Great Britain, tried, and many 
<f wem convicted and executed upon this ſtatute. Pre- 
ellos however, will never reconcile ſenſible men to 
practices which, though legal, are fraught with crudlty, 
and liable to the moſt horrid abuſes. r Hormone 


©» Was become obſolete. 7 


The Nginia houſe of burgeſſes, in eee 


m trichelty, expreſſed themſelves with propriety upon 


is fächer, When we confider N eſtabliſhed 
d *d Wnſtictition of this colony, the moſt #mple 
provifien is made for apprehending and puniſhing all 
wee nd Mall dare to engage in any treaſonable prac- 


4566 ag aint 'your'tngefty, or diſturb the trunqumſity of 


governthent; we cannot, witheet horror, think of the 
anal, und perrit us, wich all hurnility, to add un- 
oenſtieniont! and illegal mode, recommended to 'your 
Tiſeſty, ef erg and eurrying beyond the ſea, the in- 


dad lants of America ſuſpeSed of any crime, and of 


trying. 
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vying ſuch. perſons in any other manner, than by the 
ancient and long citabliſhed courſe of proceedings; for 
how truly deplorable muſt be the caſe of a wretched 
American, who having incurred the diſpleaſure of any 
| one in power, is dragged from his native home and his 
£0 wait his trial before a court, jury or jydges, from a 
knowledge of whom he is encouraged to hope for 
ſpeedy juſtice, but to exchange his impriſonment in his 
[ed to a diſtant land, where no friend, no relation will | 
where no witneſs can be found to teſtify his innocence, 
ſnunned by the reputable and honeſt, and conſigned to 
the ſociety and converſe of the wretched and abandon- 
od, be can only pray, r e 
wie hie Me? > 
Ms have been reniening hs noble-n anitnaed pro- 
. 1 of che #irginians and others, in behalf of li- 
berty ; and cannot but regret, that the exiſtence of ſla- 
very and its effects among them, ſhould adminiſter the 
leaſt occaſion for any one's writing concerning them. 
The laſt reſobves of the Virginia burgeſſes deſerve a 
very hard name. It 4s indeed laugbable, to ſee a fow 
re of ayretohed 


- 
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applies to all che ſouthern calonjes. The ſpirit of inde- 
pendeney in New England is more conſiſtent and eharac- 


EC T 
byr pot native in the bunch M . FS f. 
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2 It is time to croſs the Atlantic, and advert to what 
was doing in Britain. An attempt in the houſe of com- 
mons, to bring on a repeal of the obnoxious act before 
the ſeſſion cloſed, proved ineffectual. It was objected 
from every quarter, that it Was not a proper time. Lord 
NMercb's language upon the occaſion was, However 
ꝓrudence or policy may hereaſter indute us to repeal the 
late paper and glaſs act, I hope we ſhall never think of 
zit, till wwe fee AMERICA profirate at aur fret. When 
the ſeſſion as over, the miniſtry, with a view, it might 
be, of ſoothing the Americans into a better -temper, 
managing their reſpective aſſemblies, and bringing them 
to retract their reſolutions and open the trade as before, 
gave out, that at the next ſeſſion the American griev- 
ances ſhauld be redreſſed; and Lord Hil{borough wrote 


Moy: a circular letter to every colony, mentioning their in- 


tention to propoſe, in the next ſeſſion of parliament, 
taking off the duties upon glaſs, paper and colours, 
upon conſideration. of ſuch duties having been laid con- 
traty to the true principles of; commeree C; and aſſuring 
each, that his majeſty's miniſters,” .at no time enter- 
- tained a deſign, to propoſe to parliament, to lay any 
further taxes on America, for; the purpoſe of raiſing a 
revenue. Lord ' Bottetowrt, ſollowing the ditections be 
Thad received, ſo to explain meaſures as might ret eſta- 
z bliſh mutual confidence and affection hetween Great 
Britain and her colonies, made the matter known to the 
. Virginia houſe; of burgeſſes in: a ſpeech, and: then de- 
clared, It is my firm opinion, that the plan. which 
; I have ſtated to you will certainly take; place, and that 


1 il never be departed from. I ſhall, exert evefy 
power with h am or eyer may he legally inveſted, 
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in order to obtain and maintain, for the continent of 
America, that ſatisſaction which I have been authorized 
to promiſe this day, by the confidential ſervants of our 
gracious ſovereign, who to my certain knowledge rates 
his honor ſo high, that he would rather part with his 
cron, than preſerve it by deceit.” The houſe in their 
.a manner that implied fear and diſtruſt; but willing to 
make the beſt improvement of what his lordſhip ſaid, 
cloſed with We eſteem your lordſhip's information. 
not only as warranted, but even ſanctified by the royal 
word. The conduct of miniſtry: contained the idea 

of à public renunciation of all further future taxation 
—ͤ 
view it in that light. Mint ear 

„ But che circular letter e eee 
American ſons of liberty in general. The evident ex- 
ception ene den on tea, and the n . 
N 
the ground of preſent grievances. was not: to be aban- 
doned, but to be. reſerved for a future opportunity of 
making freſh eſſays: for the impoſition of internal. taxes. 
The merchants and traders therefore, of Beſtan, ſoem 
after, the knowledge of it, called a meeting, and una- 
nimouſly voted, that the taking off the duties on the 
. articles of glaſs, paper, and colours, would by no.means 
. relieve the trade from the difficulties it as unde. They 
then confirmed their former agreement, to. fend; for. no 
> watt hang RTE: 
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© nies muſt not only affect your and our intereſt, but che 
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Though the teſtimony of the Pemhluania aflembly, 
ngainſt dhe. reſolves of parliament, and in favor of the 
Virginia reſolves, the repeal of all the revenue ats, 
and 2 redreſs of all grievances, was wanting ; yet the 
Philadelphia committee of merchants, whoſe charaQter 
and influence in che preſent buſineſs weighed more than 
that of the aſſembly, failed not co expreſs their minds 
fully $0 the committee in Londen, long after the circu- 
latory letter was a matter of notoriety. They thus 
wrote Though we are not favored with an anfwer to 
our letter of che eighth of April laſt, yet as the liberty 
of America is at ſtgke, and the minds of the people 
here are much agitated, and as the continuation of the 


ink it our duty to apply to you again, and earneſtly 


io the adminiſtration, to reſtore tranquillity, and re- eſta- 
'bliſh- che colonies in the enjoyment of their ancient 
rights and privileges. We are very ſenſible, chat the 


proſperity of the eolomes depends upon their union and 


connection with Great Britain. In this ſentiment all 
che Americans concur, yet they cannot bring chemſelves 
t think, chat for this reaſon they ought to be diveſted 
f liberty and property. Vet this muſt be the caſe, if 
che Parliament can mae laws to bind «the colonies in 
eit conſent, diſpoſe of che revenues thus -raiſed with 
out their control, multipſy officers at. pleaſure, and 
aſſign them fees to be paid, without, nay, contrary to 


me 
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channeld of juſtice, deprive the coloniſts of trials by a 


jury A cheir coommwyrnnen, in ſhore, break down the bar... 


trary power, and enforce their edicts by fleets and ar- 
mies. To fuch a ſyſtem of government the Americans 
cunt tamely fubmit ; not from an impatience of ſub- 
ordination, a ſpirit of independence, or want of loyalty 
to their king; for in a quiet fubmiffion to Juſt govern 
ment, in zeal, affection and attachment to their king, 
the people of the colonies dare to vie with any the belt 


berty and the Britiſh conſtitution. 

In our laſt we intimated our won ada 
were greatly abuſed, and the people of America grofly 
miſrepreſented, by ſome who did not wiſh well either 
to Great Britain or the colonies. The letters of one f 
of a board lately erected among us, not to mention 
fears were but too well grounded. From theſe it ty 


miniſtry ugainſt the colonies ; every argument that - 


lice could invent has (been urged to induce them to 
overturn the ancient foundations of liberty.” Nay, to 
 compaſs'their baſe ends, they have declared in 'exprels 
terms, and taken ancommon pains, to malte the mi- 
niſtry believe, that there bas bern along eonecerted 
and <exterifive plan af refiſtance to the authority of 
"Great Britain in u the provinces, and thut à ſcizure 
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3 had haſtened the people there to the 
. violence ſooner than was intended. 
In juſtice to the province where we reſide, and indeed 
ae we beg leave to aſſure you, that ſuch 
repreſentations are without any juſt foundation, and that 
. nothing can be a greater deviation from truth. Though 
:at-the ſame time we confeſs, that the ends accompliſned 
by theſe and ſuch like infamous ſlanders and vile arts, 
have given a general alarm, and cauſed a univerſal un- 
eaſineſs in the minds of the Americans. They now ſec 
rod of power held over their heads; they begin to 
eel the ſeverities of a court, that by its late enlarged juriſ- 
dliction, is empowered to break in upon the proceedings 
of the common law courts; and they have anxious fears 
wor the exiſtence of their aſſemblies, which they conſider 
For if, ſay they, laws can be made, money levied, go- 
vernment ſupported, and juſtice adminiſtered, without 
the intervention of aſſemblies, of what uſe can they be? 
They are no eſſential member of the conſtitution. And 
being uſeleſs and uneſſential, is there not reaſon to fear 
they will quickly become - diſagreeable; and then be 
holy laid aſide? And when that happens, what ſecu- 
rity have we for freedom, or what — the cold. 
cniſts, but the molt abject ſlavery ? 2 2 
c: Theſe are not the reaſonings — s kawkc 
ſentiments and language of che people in general. For 
with. great truth we may ſay, in no country is the love 
ol liberty more: deeply rooted, or the knowledge of the 
ights inherent in freemen, more generally diffuſed, and 
.the principles of freedom and government better under- 
g, than 1 the Beal American colonies, 
For 
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For this reaſon we think ourſelves obliged to inform 


agreements to the repeal of the act laying a duty on tea, 


paper, glaſs, &c. yet nothing leſs than a repeal of all 
the revenue acts, and putting things on the ſame footing . 
they were before the late innovations, can or will ſatisfy 


rigorous execution of ſevere unconſtitutional acts, ruin 
our commerce, and render America of little uſe to che 
people of Britain; but while every farmer is a frer- 
holder, the ſpirit of liberty will prevail, and every at- 
tempt to diveſt them of the privileges of freemen- muſt” 
be attended with conſequences injurious to the ee 
and the mother country. 


In a matter of ſo K 


this freedom. We conſider. the merchants here and in 
England as the links of the chain that binds both coun 
tries together. They are deeply concerned in preſerving 
the union and connection. Whatever tends: to alienate» 
the affections of the coloniſts, or to make them averſe” 
to the cuſtoms, faſhions! and manufattures of Britain, 
hurts their intereſt. While ſome therefore, from am 
bitious views and ſiniſter motives, are laboring to widen 
the breach, we whoſe private intereſt is happily connected 
with the union, or which is the ſame, with the peace 
and proſperity of both countries, may be allowed to 
plead for an end to theſe unhappy diſputes; and that by 


2 repeal of the offenſive acts, the cauſe of jealouſy and. 


vneaſineſ may be removed, tranquillity reſtored, har 


mony 


— 


the minds of the people. The fleets and armies may | 
overawe our towns; admiralty courts and boards of com- 
mifſioners, with their ſwarms of underlings, may by a 
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raony and mutual affection re-eſtabliſhed, and-trade re- 
turn to its uſual channel.” 

e 

f from which the above has been copied, were, Alexander 
Huſton, John Rhea, Jobn Cox, John Gibſon, Joſeph Swi, 
Charles Thomſon, Daniel Benezet, William Fiſher, Gorge 
Roberts, Samuel Howell, and Thomas Mifflin. 

The ſationing of troops in Boden might aGord Grewe 
W ſecurity to the commiſſioners than what they 
or their underlings to exceed the bounds of their com- 
miſſion or of prudence, but could not prevent ſmuggling, 
or protect informers from inſult and abuſe. Even 
ſkippers, bound to different. parts of the colony, bad 

their veſſels ſtopt and libelled for having uncleared arti- 
cles of trifling conſequence on board. - Perſons who 

ventured to lodge informations, when diſcovered, were 
often ſubje& to a treatment, which gave them a ridi- 
culous appearance, and laid them under a difficulty to 
clear themſelves of the dreſs impoſed upon them. They 
were ſtripped, well tarred, and then covered with fea- 
thers. The puniſhment took ſo with the lower claſs of 
people, that afterward it was not confined to informers, 
but was alſo applied by them: to others who offended 

* their dread majeſty. There was a degree of intemper- 

ance and indiſcreetneſs on the part of the commiſſioners 
and cuftom-houſe officers, which tended to irritate; 

' where ſmuggling was as prevalent as at Boſton, found 
17 p | fi it 
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ir-neceſſary to wink at many irregularities that he might 
prevent diſturbances and ill humor among the body of 
merchants. The commiſſioners expreſſed their diſſatiſ- 
factiom, and wanted: him to alter his line of conduct: 
be ſtated the caſe to a friend at home, and by his in- 


They tranſmitted to Britain ſuch repreſentations of Mr. 
Otis jun. as provoked him to inſert a publication in the 
Boſtun gazette, Which brought on an affray at the coffee 
houſe between hirn and Mr. Robinſon, one of the com- 
miſſioners, from the latcer's attempting to pull the other 
by the noſe, becauſe of ſome expreſſions in the ſaid 
publication. . Mr. Robinſon being in danger of coming 
off with the worſt, ſeveral of the company fell upon 
Mr. Otis; ſome of whom held him while others ſtruck 
him with canes or different weapons. A friend paſſing 


along, - obſerved what was doing, preſſed in and reſcued = 


Mr. Otis, though he himſelf ſuffered conſiderably from 
the aſſailants. The noiſe ſoon drew multitudes about 
the houſe, when Mr. Robinſon and his aſſociates pru- 
dently retreated by means of a back door *®. This pro- 


cedure of the revenue officers (for no military one was 


preſent) opened a large field of altercation, and multi- 
the King's officers and che leaders of oppoſition. 
Governor Bernard could carry nothing in the govern- 


continvally loſing ground, and growing more and more 
obnoxious to the inhabitants ; fo that he was abuſed in 
lr. Och afterward proſecuted Mr, Robinſon for the aſſault, d 


the law yave heavy damages againſt him; a 
„ MAN NY 1 
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notorious.” They wee rl dre deer 


dian where they firſt appeared; and ſuited the too le- 
velling diſpoſition of the Bay- men; after the politicians 
had encouraged à ſpirit of licentiouſneſs, in order to 


weaken the force of government, and counteract the 


deſigns carrying on againſt their liberties: but their 
want of decency offended many of the ſons of liberty 
in the other colonies. Heavy threats were alſo thrown 
out againſt the governor's perſonal ſafety. Of theſe 
however he was regardleſs.; and being aſked by a friend, 


how he could venture to walk about alone at his coun- 


try ſeat, only five miles from the centre of Boſton, and 


r eee eee eee 


are not a blood: thirſty 


At kg it was thought proper to recall him, as fad, 
to lay before his majeſty-the true ſtate of the province: 
this he ſignified to the aſſembly in the month of June. 
Before they were prorogued, they embraced the occaſion 
for drawing up a- petition to his majeſty, in which, after 
complaints of him, they entreated that he might be for 
When his letters, written home in confidence, came to 
weakneſs to have continued him, unleſs it was deſigned 
to adopt his plans, and ſupport him by ſorce at all ad- 
ventures, . Governor Bernard was too open, and had too 
little command - of his temper ; and ſuffered his reſent- 


ment to get the better of what ought to have been his, 
political judgment. Every governor ſhould diveſt him- 


ſelf. of reſentment, eſpecially in his public capacity, as, 
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forced») Sir Francis, inſtead of aiming his cenſures at 
individuals, -direfted them 'againſt whole bodies. Thus 


he changed the council with ſervility to the populace, 


the pleaſing of whom, he faid, was the rule of their 
conduct; and alſo. both houſes of the general aſſembly 
expreſsly, in his ſpeeches, with oppugnation againſt the 
royal authority, declaring that they had left gentlemen 
out of the council, only for their fidelity to the crown. 
Such charges ſtrengthened the hands of thoſe whom 
he moſt oppoſed, by touching the honor of the 
ſuppreſſed, or mentioned only in private; but though 
the ſubſtance of them was even true, when applied to 
individuals, it might be otherwiſe when applied to the 
body, the majority of whom might act upon different 
- tives; by which to catch and conduct the well- intentioned, 
differing from thoſe by which they themſelves are ac- 


ready to aggravate diforders than to apologize for thern. 
It us common for him in his official letters, to ſtile 
the oppoſition the faction, even while he owned that it 
comprehended the majority of the aſſembly. A paren- 
ral governor would have thrown in many hints to have 
leſſened the diſpleaſure of perſons in power, on account 
of offences committed at three thouſand miles diſtance, 
under an enthuſiaſtic attachment to the cauſe of liberty, 
at à period when divers outrages were perpetrated at 
home; by mobs in various parts of the kingdom. He 
evidenced too great an inclination to make the worſt of 

Vor. I, * every 


which the ferment of the times required; and was more 
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tion in the charter, through an appointment of the coun- 
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every thing; and at times hearkened to and trariſmitted 
the ſtrangeſt” rumors. He was a principal inſtrument 
in bringing the troops to Boſton. It was a favorite 
meaſure with him and the lieutenant governor, long be- 
fore it was executed. While he profeſſed himſelf a 
mine its conſtitution, and to obtain an eſſential altera- 


cil by the King, inſtead of its continuing in the election of 
the general court, here the repreſentatives of the people 
neceſſarily carried it, whenever they united. 
Toward the end of June, he had the faireſt oppor- 
tunity of getting the troops removed from the Maſſa- 
chuſetts, but oppoſed the meaſure. General Gage 
deſired general Mackay to conſult with him concern- 
ing the neceſſity of continuing the troops at Boſton, 


jeſty's ſervice required that troops ſhould remain there 


any longer, and what number, whether one or two re- 
giments. It is impoſſible to-expreſs' his ſurpriſe at the 
propoſition,  - The knowledge of it, ſo far as it reached, 
occaſioned a conſternation among the civil officers of 
government, its friends, and the importers of goods 
from Great Britain. Gage, in a letter, requeſted his 
opinion, and aſſured him he ſhould not publiſh it, or 
make it known on this ſide the Atlantic. He immedi- 
ately anſwered, that he had no heſitation to declare his 
opinion, that it would be detrimental to his majeſtys 


ſervice to remove any of the two regiments remaining ; 
and chat it would be quite ruinous to the cauſe of the 


crown to draw all the troops out of Boſton: but that he 
was inclined to think, that a regiment in town, and ano- 
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cher at the caſtle, might be ſufficient. He had time 
enough in which to have ripened a plan with the 
court for the removal of the troops, to the joy of 
the country, and with ſafety to the civil officers and 
ſupporters of government. But he too early, for his 
own peace and the happineſs of his government, deviated 
from the line of conduct, marked out for him by Lord 
Halifax, immediately after his appointment, when it was 
recommended to him to ſee and converſe with governor 


Pownall, of whom his lordſhip wrote in the ſame letter, 


« Tt is impoſſible to purſue a better plan of government 
than what he directed himſelf by.” However, his con- 
duct was fo agreeable to the miniſtry, that a title was 
ſecured him. He was created a baronet March the 
twentieth 1769; and his majeſty took upon himſelf the 


whole expence of paſſing the patent, which added greatly ' 


to the honor done him, as it was a favor ſeldom or ever 
before granted. Sir Francis, during his eleven years 
reſidence in America, made very little advance in his 
eſtate. The Boſton ſons of liberty had great advantages 


againſt him, from the early intelligence procured by the 


ſuppoſed author of Junius Americanus, and forwarded 
for” ſafety under an unſuſpected coarſe paper cover, to 
Mr. Thomas Bromfield, glover, at Boſton. Sir Francis 
was aſtoniſhed to find, that the contents of his letters 
from miniſtry were known by them as ſoon as by him- 
ſelf. When he embarked from the caſtle on board the 


Rippon man of war for Great Britain, Auguſt the firſt; * 


ſew lamented his departure. Even his friend, the lieute- 
nant governor Mr. Hutchinſen, regretted not his recall; 
oy it he A. cole an opening for ſucceeding to the chair, 
£3 a 1 to 
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to which he had been long looking, and was in hopes of 
being: advanced. 

n New Tork entered into the nom-impartation 
agreement ſo carly as Auguſt the preceding year: before 
the preſent was out they began to be embarraſſed, and 
numbers grew weary of their engagement. Advantage 
was taken of theſe circumſtances. The Britiſb officers, 
either of their own thought or through hints from home, 
offered merchants. the liberty of having their goods di- 
rected to them as though intended for the army; and 
many were got in under that cover, eſpecially at New 
York. Several perſons imported into Befton and fold 


freely, without its being particularly noticed, while a 


1770. aſſembled at Faneuil-hall, in conſequence of a notifica- 


an, 
23. 


few only were called to an account and expoſed in the 
newſpapers, This occaſioned an alarm; and the people 


tion, upon the buſineſs of preventing the non- importa- 
tion agreements being rendered abortive. | 
Mr. Theophilus Lillie, obſerving the groſs partiality 


Which prevailed in ſuffering ſome to ſell, while a few 


others were proſcribed, determined upon ſelling his goods 


alſo. To point him out. as inimical to the agreement, 


and a perſon whoſe ſhop was to be ſhunned, a piece of 


pageantry was placed before the door. Mr. Richardſon, 
attempting to remove it, was driven into his hoyſe by a 
number of boys, and there attacked by ſtones through 
the windows. Provoked, rather than endangered by the 
aſſault, he fired and killed Chriftopher Snider, a lad of 
eleven years old, who was recorded in the public prints 


as the firſt martyr to the noble cauſe of liberty, The 


boy was buried with the greateſt reſpect imaginable, ac- 
s W and ſuch was 
| the 
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the number of people following the corps, that the foot 
proceffion extended 2 full quarter of a mile. The 
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event tended rather to promote than injure the non- 


importation agreement. Boys, ſmall and great, and 


undoubtedly men, had been and were encouraged, and 


well paid by certain leaders, to inſult and intimidate 
thoſe who had avowedly counteracted the combination, 
and ſtill perſevered. The lieutenant governor in April, 
attempted prevailing upon a merchant of the firſt eftare 
and character, to promote an aſſociation, in oppoſition 


to the non-importation agreement, but to no purpoſe; 


and received for anſwer, * Until parliament makes pro- 
viſion for the puniſhment of the confederacies, all will 
be ineffectual, and the aſſociates will be expoſed to po- 


pular rage.” Another meeting was called to determine 


whether the goods already arrived and thoſe expected, 
ſhould be ſent back to Britain. A gentleman having 
received a letter from a member of parliament, in which 
it was faid, that ſhipping back 10,0001. of goods will 
do more than ſtoring 100,000]. and the fame being 
communicated, the ſeale, when upon a balance, was 
turned, and all the importers belonging to the town ſub- 
mitted to ſend their goods back ; and in May many were 
re-ſhipped on board captain Scof?f. The leaders gave 


out that it was done voluntarily: and yet the major part 


of the merchants wiſhed to ſee the trade free from re- 
ſtraint; but having in the height of their zeal, called in 
the populace as their ſeryants to intimidate thoſe who 
refuſed to join in the combination, they were now forced 
to ſubmit to them as their maſters, under the influence 
of a few of che merchants, who {till adhered to their firſt 
* Several of the — PRIN0 
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va hoy might be allowed to; houſe their goods, . it 
was not granted. One who had been pretty ſturdy, had 
a committee of tradeſmen ſent him, with an axe - man, 
a carpenter, at their head, who told him that there were 
a 1000 men waiting for his anſwer, and if he did not 


comply, there was no ſaying what would be the conſe- 


quences... The ſtrength of the argument prevailed ; and 
a day or two after the paper publiſhed that he complied 
voluntarily. The Boſtonians moreover reſolved to leave 
off all trade with the Newport people, becauſe. of their 


duplicity, and breaking through the non · importation 


agreement. The next month Hartford followed the ex- 


ample of Boſton. But about the ſame time, the New 
Yorkers, by dexterous management, were brought to 


5 agree to import, * eyery thing, except ſuch articles as 


are, or may hereafter be, ſubject to duty for the pur- 


| poſe 4 of raiſing a revenue in America.” Government 
gained a party in the committee of merchants, who took 
advantage of the charges brought againſt Boſton of im- 


porting large quantities of goods; and Mr. Hancock was 
complained of for ſuffering them to be brought in 
his veſſels. By theſe means they prepared the minds of 


the people for the execution of the plan they had con- 


certed. They did not call a meeting of the citizens, 


in which the vote of the populace, procured by the arts 
of individuals, might prevail; but went through the 
ſeveral wards, and took the ſenſe of the principal inha- 
bitants ſeparatcly, when it appeared that the majority 
were for importing. Upon the receipt of letters from 
Philadelphia and Boſton, the ſenſe. of the inhabitants was 
again taken, and turned out as before. They were ſe- 
r cenſured by the Philadelphians for their defection, 


and 
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and by others alſo. The letter of the committee to the 
"merchants at Boſton, informing them what agreement 
they had adopted, was contemptuouſſy torn to pieces. 
When thoſe Yorkers,” who were in the intereſt of govern- 
ment, began to concert their plan, they reſted on aſ- 
ſurances of what would be done in parliament, and 
knew not, for certain, that the duties on glaſs, paper, 
and colours, had been taken off; but the news of the 
obnoxious act being ſo far repealed; reached the con- 
tinent before they had fully perſe&ted the buſineſs on the 
tenth of July “. 
92 The Mew Hike:> ů in genetal faichGal; while their 
non· importation agreement laſted; more fo, it was 
thought, than the Boffonzans. . Theſe ſuffered much in 
their reputation among the ſons of liberty at New York 
and Philadelphia, for the large quantities of goods found 
by ſome of the newſpaper publications, to have been 
imported into Boſton. Some of the inhabitants were 
deſirous of rolling away much of the reproach, by point - 
ing out, that a conſiderable part of the goods charged 
to the ſcore of Boſton, belonged to Salem, Marblebead, 
and other ports; but when the non-importation agree- 
ments were ended, it was omitted, and thus they con- 
tinued to lie under greater diſgrace than really belonged 
ta them. While che New Vork plan was carrying on, 
a trial was made by about a dozen perſans, ta frighten 
the gentlemen who were inclined to import from ſo 
doing, but it failed; the populace had been ſecured- 


The king gave his aſſent to the act for repealing the April 


duties on glaſs, paper, and colours: The tea duty was 
The dete of the ä naypey uae deny 
taking the ſenſe of the inhabitants a ſecond time. Mouton, 
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n aq” a pepper- corn rent, for che 
point of honor, and as a badge of ſovereignty over the 
eolonies. The miniſtry might alſo mean to uſe it in 
ſome future period, for deeper purpoſes than could be 
then fathomed. They intended in the beginning of the 
ſeſſion to bring in a bill againſt American affociations ; 
| but the violence of party was ſuch, -that it was thqught = 

the times woulil not admit of it. The ſtrong oppoſi- 
tion made to miniſterial meafures at home, was certainly 
helpful to the cauſe of the colonies, and encouraged 
them to go thoſe lengths which they would otherwiſe 
have ſcarce ventured upon. This however was nat to 
be charged to the anti-minifterialifts, as an evil for which 
they were anſwerable. Let miniſters attempt at any 
ume, to make unjuſtifiable inroads upon the liberties of 
Britiſh ſubje Ste, their opponents are bound in duty, as 
the guardians of the public, to uſe all warrantable efforts 
to diſconcert them; and the miſchief which follows is 
ad» e e ex perro 
_ oppoſition a neceſſary meaſure. | 

The news of a partial repeal did not ſatisfy the colo- 
niſts, But they attempted in vain to keep up the non- 
importation agreement after the deſection of New York. 
The Boſton merchants at length, in a meeting held at 
the coffee-houſe in October, unanimouſly voted to alter 
it, and adopt the fame plan of importing with that of 
the New Yorkers. Ir appeared to be the ſenſe of the 
one and the other, and alſo of the Philadelphians, that 


no tea ſhould be imported; and that if any was brought 
into the ſeveral ports, it ſhould be ſmuggled to avoid 


paying the duty. * The. Virginia bouſe of burgeſſrs, in 
Pg * | 


|  __ AMERTCAN REVOLUTION. 282 
acts impoſing duties, for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue 
_ . i America, were continued; and ſaid, A partial 
ſuſpenſion of duties, and theſe ſuch only as were im- 
too well grounded fears and apprehenſions of your ma- 
jeſty x ſubjects, whilſt impoſitions are continued on the 
ſame articles of foreign fabric, and entirely retained upon 
tea for the avowed purpoſe of eſtabliſhing a precedent 
againſt us.” The preſent year was marked by a differ- 
ent ſcene of blood than what offered in February, which 
could not be introduced in the order of time, without 
Outrages had been committed by the ſoldiers ; and 
frequent quarfels had happened between them and the 
inhabitants of Boſton, who viewed the military as come 
to dragoon them into obedience to ſtatutes, inſtructions 
and "mandates, that were thoroughly deteſted. Each 
day gave riſe to new occurrences which augmented the 
animoſity, Reciprocal inſults ſoured the tempers, and 
mutual injuries imbittered the paſſions of the oppoſite 
parties. Beſide, ſome fiery ſpirits, who reſented the in- 
continually exciting the towns people to quarrel with the 
troops. Not only ſo, but a pompous newſpaper account 
of a victory obtained by the inhabitants of New York 
over the ſoldiers there, io an affray, undoubtedly ex- 
cited the reſentment of the military at Boſton, and 
exulrations among their opponents, and thus increaſed 
the ferment. Every thing tended to a criſis; and it is 
rather wonderful that it did not exiſt ſooner, when ſo 
many circurnſtances united to haſten its approach, The 
1 | n 
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lieutenant governor did not attend to theſe things pro- 
perly;; and was not ſufficiently careful to prevent conſe- 
quences, by ſtrongly urging the officers to keep their 
men in the barracks as much as poſſible, and to main- 
tain the ſtricteſt diſcipline. He was deſirous of recom- 


mending himſelf both to them and the commiſſioners, 


and enn was wp cautious leſt he TRI 
either. 

At EIS ms. hey) 
. paſling along in the morning near Mr. John Gray's rope 
walk, being provoked by: inſulting words, reſented it; 
and being overpowered, went off, but ſoon returned with 
a dozen ſoldiers, between whom and the rope-makers an 
affray - enſued, which terminated in the defeat of the 
former; who in the afternoon, armed themſelves with 
clubs, and were on their way to renew the action, but 
ſo enraged, that they determined upon fighting it out 
with the ſoldiers on the Monday. The Rev. Dr. Eliot 
was told of the determination on the Saturday; and was 
alſo informed, that the bells were to be rung to aflemble 
the inhabitants together; ſo that when on the Monday 
evening he heard them ring, he was not alarmed with 
an apprehenſion of its being on account of | a + fire's 
breaking out in the town, which is generally the caſe *. 
It does not appear that any militia were called in before 
the firing upon the people, or that any regular plan was 
formed for compelling the troops to move from the 
town: it is abſurd to think, on the other hand, that there 

was a ſettled plot for eniploying the Golden ta maſſacre ' 
e re e eee 
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dle inhabitants. But from the characters, principles, 
and politics of certain perſons among the leaders of the 


oppoſition, it may be feared, that they had no objection 


to a rencounter, that by occaſioning the death of a few, 
might eventually clear the place of the two regiments. 
That ſome deſign was on foot, which might be attended 
with danger in the execution, may be gathered from 
hevtenant colonel Marſhall's ſaying, when giving evi- 
dence for the crown—*< The bells were ringing, and the 
people began to collect as they do at the cry of fire, and I 
began to think it was fire. I had a mind to go out, but 
I had a reluctance, becauſe I bad been warned not to go 
out that nigbt; meaning in which the men were ſhot “. 


283 


Between ſeven and eight o'clock at night, unuſual Mar. 
numbers are met coming from the ſouth end of the town 5* 


with ſticks in their hands, and ſerious conſequences are 
apprehended from it. About the ſame time, parties 
amounting in the whole to near. two hundred, ſeveral 
with great ſticks or clubs, proceed from. the north end, 
ſome of whom ſay, let us go to the ſouth end and 
Join our friends there, and attack the damned ſcoundrels, 
and drive them out of the town; they have no buſi- 
neſs. here.” More people than common, with large 
ſticks, are obſerved running from all quarters toward 
King- ſtreet. The north end parties collect in and about 
Dock-ſquare, and attack ſeveral ſoldiers belonging. to 
Murray's barracks about nine o'clock : upon an officer's 
coming up, theſe are ordered to their barracks, and 
when got in, with much difficulty, are immediately 
confined. The mob follow the officer to the gate, and 
proyoke the ſoldiers by the ante WIE gag, and 


pe trial of the ſoldiers, p. 52. 


dare 
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daie them de uuns one; ener 
their officers from doing it. While theſe things are 
tranſacting, ſome are calling /own-born turm out, twenty 
or thirty times over; others cry fire, fre, in different 
places, the more effectually to draw people out of their 
houſes, and to increaſe their numbers; and ſoon after 
the nine o'clock bell has ceaſed, the bells are ſet a ring- 
_ e ee eee Wag © 
be the alarm of fire. 

Upon the” daten being basel to the barracks, 
the mob are deſired by one or more conſiderate perſons, 
to return home. A few- comply, but the generality 

have ſomething further to engage their attention. Num- 
bers employ themſelves in tearing up the ſtalls of the 
market-place- in Dock-ſquare, for the purpoſe they ex- 
preſs while calling out, Damn the dogs, where are 
they now? Let us go and kill that damned ſcoundrel 

of a ſentry, and then attack the main-guard,” The body 
of the mob when they have finiſhed their repeated attacks 
upon the barracks, are addreſſed in the ftreet by a tall 
large man in a red cloak and white wig. After liſten- 
ing to what he has to offer in the ſpace of three or four 
minutes, they huzza for the main-guard, and ſay, We 

will do for the ſoldiers.” They ſeparate into three divi- 
fions, and take different rours for King ſtreet, one through 
the Main-ftreet. A party, who have collected at Oli- 
ver's-dock, bend their courſe toward the ſame point. 
Tn the mean time, the ſentry before the Cuſtom-houſe 
js aſſaulted. while upon duty. A boy comes up, and 
pointing to him, ſays, There is the fon of a bitch that 

| knocked me down.” About twenty young fellows, 
. eighteen years old, SF out, '* kill him, kill him, 
N knock 


— = — . — - 
——— — — —— — —— —— —— * — 


— ä—äÿ— 2 


v— —— ——— — —ů— 


b 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
knock him down.” Their behaviour obliges him to 
load his gun. They pelt him with ſnow-balls, pieces of 
ice, and any thing that offers, and halloo © fire and be 
damned,” They advance upon him; oblige him to 
retreat; he mounts the ſteps, and knocks- at the door 
for admiſſion. Meeting with no relief in this way, more 
perſons collecting in the ſtreet, and his danger increaſ- 
ing, he calls out to the main-guard, within hearing, 
for protection. Captain Preſton, the officer of the day, 
being told that. the ringing of the bells is che ſignal for 
to the main- guard; and learning the ſituation. of the 
(entry, ſends off a corporal and ſix men to protect both 
him and the king's cheſt in the cuſtom-houſe. The 
ſoldiers march off with their pieces unloaded, and the 
captain follows to prevent diſorder. Ere they have 
formed, that part of the mob, which comes through 
the Main- ſtreet, and appears to be headed by the” mu- 
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latto Attucks, and to contain a number of ſailors, upon 


coming to the town houſe, exclaim Damn the raf- 
cals, this will never do; the readieſt way to get rid of 
thoſe people, is to attack the main - guard, ſtrike at the 
root, this is the neſt.” The foldiers are pelted while 
going to defend their comrade ; and, when upon their 
ſtation, are ſerved as was the ſingle ſentry, have ſnow- 
balls, large pieces of ice, ſticks, and other things thrown 


at them, and are obliged to load for their own ſaſety. 


The reproachful language with which they are abuſed, 
excluſive of a plenty of oaths and execrations, is, « Come 
on you raſcals, you lobſter ſcoundrels, you bloody- 


. 
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inſt naked men; fire if you dare; fire and be damned, 
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purpoſe.” The reaſon for ſaying, you dare not fire,“ 


is probably to be found in the doctrine lately advanced, 
c that ſoldiers, while on duty, may upon no occaſion 
whatever fire upon their fellow ſubjects, without the 
order of a civil magiſtrate.” The mob preſs in upon 
the ſoldiers; advance to the points of the bayonets; are 
deſired to keep off; and are treated with cautious at- 
tention. This may be owing to apprehenſions of 
danger to themſelves in caſe of à contrary conduct. 
The ſhouts, huzzas, threats, ſcreams, and almoſt yells 
of the mob, with the ringing of the bells to increaſe 
the general confuſion, may juſtly alarm them ; but their 
precaution ſoon avails nothing. While they are puſhing 
off the people, without once leaving their ſtation or at- 
tempting to follow them, the Mulatto, and about a 
dozen perſons, ſeveral in failors habits, come down to 
the ſpot, give three cheers, ſurround the ſoldiers, and 
ſtrike their guns with clubs, crying out to the others, 
© Do not be afraid of them, they dare not fire; kill 


them; kill them; knock them over.“ The Mulatto 


in quick ſucceſſion. It is agreed, that only ſeven out 


aims a blow at captain Preſton, ſtrikes down one of the 
guns, ſeizes the bayonet with his left hand, and ſhows a 
hardy diſpoſition anſwering to the threats which have 
been uttered. At this inſtant, there is a confuſed cry 
of © damn your bloods, why don't you fire,” and partly 
from perſons behind the captain. Firing ſucceeds, 
Montgomery, whom the Mulatto has aſſaulted, after 
recovering his legs, and relieving his gun by a ſudden 
twitch,” is the firſt that fires, and his aſſailant falls, After 
fix or eight ſeconds, another fires, the other five follow 


EE 
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of the eight ſoldiers diſcharge their pieces, and /that 
ao one firen twice. Three perſons are killed; ſive 
are very dangerouſſy wounded, and a few ſlightly. 
Nlioſt are either paſſengers going through the ſtreet, or 
unaſſiſting ſpectators. It is well that no more are killed, 
conſidering that there were from fifty to a hundred about 
the ſoldiers. They ran off at the firing, but ſoon aſ- 
ſemble"again to take away the dead and wounde. 
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The whole town is immediately in the greateſt com- 


motion. Their drums beat to arms, and there d 2 
conſtant calling out to arms, to arms, turn out with 


your guns.” The townſmen aſſemble in the next ſtreet, 
to the amount of ſome thouſands. The lieutenant go- 


vernor repairs to captain Prſton, and upon coming up 
aſks: him, how came you to fire upon the people wich- 
out the orders of a civil magiſtrate?” The captain be- 
gins to apologize for what had happened, by faying, 
« we were inſulted; and is about adding more, but re- 


collecting the impropriety of the place, ſtops ſhort, and 


aſks Mr. Hutchinſon to walk. up into the guard room, 
where he means to finiſh; what he has begun; but the 
heutenant- governor goes to the council chamber. The 
captain's, words are obſerved by ſome gentlemen, who 


attend Mr. Hutchinſon, and are conſidered as conceding. 


to the implied charge of having given direction to fire; 


and are remembered to his diſadvantage. Mr. Hutch- 
inſon cannot avoid expoſing himſelf in the midſt of the 
enraged inhabitants, upon whom he prevails to diſperſe 


till morning. It having been a clear moon light night, 


perſons have been enabled to diſtinguiſh what paſſed. 


The next morning the people collect invaſt bodies. The Mar, 


Ln governor fummans a council. Before any - 
debate 
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debate commences, lieutenant colonel Dalrymple, and 
may if they will.” The town meets in full aſſembly, 
und chooſe a committee, who, while the buſinck is 
' irgely diſcuſſing in council, wait upon the heutenant 


governor and deliver him a meſſage, declaring, It is 
the unanimous opinion of the meeting, that nothing can 
rationally be expected to reſtore the peace of the town, 
and prevent blood and carnage, but the immediate re- 
moval of the troops. Colonel Dalrymple ſigniſies to 
Mr. Hutchinſon, his readineſs to place the agth regi- 
ment, which has rendered itſelf in a ſpecial manner 
obnoxious, in the barracks at the caſt lee 
In the afternoon the lieutenant governior receives 
eee acquainting him, that it is the opinion 
of the meeting, conſiſting of near three thouſand peo- 
ple, that nothing but a total and immediate removal of 
the troops will ſatisfy. - Mr. Samuel Adams, one of the 
committee, in his venerable” grey locks, and with 
hands trembling under a nervous complaint, tells colo- 
nel Daltymple, « If you can remove the -29thiregiment, 
you can alſo remove the 14th; and it is at your peril 


it you do not;” and continues talking to him, in ſuch 


| finds it impoſſible; and therefore lays the matter before 


* nearly to communicate the trembling to the colonel. 


n alete tone and with ſuch ſtrong implications, as 


Mr. Hutchinſon wiſhes to get clear of the council, but 


them. Several declare their apprehenſions of more 


bloodſhed, unleſs the troops are removed. Mr. Rey! 
Hur in his zeal for effecting it, ſays to him, It is not 


ſuch people as formerly pulled down your houfe; who 


conduct the preſent meaſures, No; they are people of 
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the beſt characters among us, men of eſtates; men oſ 
religion. They have formed their plan for removing 
the troops out of town; and it is impoſſible they ſhould 
remain in it. The people will come in from the neigh» 
bouring towns ; there will be ten thouſand men to effect 
the removal of the troops, who will probably. be de- 
ſtroyed by the people, be it called rebellion, or occaſion 
the loſs of our charter, or be the conſequence what it 
may.” When Mr. Tyler ſaid, they have formed \ their 
Plan, it was not to be underſtood, that the plan was formed 
prior, but ſubſequent to the bloodſhed of the preceding 
evening. His repreſentations might be aggravated : 


even when there is not a natural caſt for hyperbole, - 


perſons inflated by paſſion, will imperceptibhy have a 
recourſe to the figure. Mr. Hutchinſon tells the coun- 
cil, Nothing ſhall ever induce me to order the troops 
out of town.“ They, upon that, unanimouſly adviſe 
him to requeſt colonel Dalrymple to order them to the 
caſtle. To the colonel he ſays, © I have nothing to do 
with it, it hes wholly with you.” While they are preſ- 
ſing him, the people are informed, that the colonel is 
ready to remove the regiments, if the licutenant gover- 
nor will only join in deſiring it. He inclines to ſtand 
qt, and to leave it with the colonel and council to ſettle, 
as. they can agree about the buſineſs. He deliberates 
till near night, dreading leſt any one meaſure he may 
adopt, ſhall leſſen him in the opinion of the miniſtry 
and endanger his advancement. At length the ſecre- 
tary, Mr. Oliver, perceiving how artfully matters are 
managed, whiſpers him in the car, © You muſt either 
comply or determine to leave the province.” This pre- 
vails; he complies with the advice of the council; and 
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however, are not removed ſo early as is expected by 


| N AE Lane. 


upon the colonel's being aſked the reaſon, he mentions 
that it lies at the door of the lieutenant governor, who 


moffles with the colonel}, in hape that fome occurrence 


will exiſt, which may exempt him frorm being charged 


terpoſition of his advice. - 


| e be e conn- 


mitted to jail; One of the wounded men dies. It is 
determined to bury the four perſons * in one vault, and 


in a peculiarly reſpectſul manner. The generality of the 


ſhops in town are ſhut. All the bells of Boon, Charle/- 


tun, and Roxbury, are ordered to toll in the moſt 
doleſul tone. The corpſes form a junction in King- 


ſtreet, where they fell when the ſoldiers fired. Hence 


they proceed in orderly ſucceſſion through the main 


perſonal merit, but to expreſs the vehement indigna- 


ſtreet, followed- by an immenſe concourſe-of people, fo 
numerous as to be obliged to go in ranks of ſix a-breaft, 


and the whole cloſed by a long train of carriages be- 


longing to the principal gentry of the town. Thus are 
they diſtinguiſhed and honorably attended to the place 
of interment, with unparalleled pomp, not on account of 


tion of the inhabitants againſt the ſlaughter of their bre- 
thren, by che Britiſh ſoldiery quartered among them, in 
violation, as they 1 imagine, of their civil liberties, 


een Gray, Samuel Maverick, James Caldwell, and Criſ- 
pus Attucks. ene So: eee, 1 
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» Captain Preſton's trial begins. Meſſts. John Adams Od. 
and Joſiah Quincy are his council. They are warm in “ 


by undertaking the deſence of the priſoner; but faith- 
fully-employ their diſtinguiſhed' abilities in his behalf. 
The trial does riot finiſh till the thirtiech, While car- 


rying on, Mr. Quincy puſfres the examination and croſs- 
examination of the witneſſes to ſuch an extent, that Mr. 


Adams, in order to check it, is obliged to tell him, 


chat ir he will hot deſiſt, he ſhall decline having any 


ching further to do in the cauſe. The captain and lis 


friends are alarmed, and conſult about engaging another 
counſellor; but Mr. Adams has no intention of aban- 
doing his chent. He is ſenſible that there is ſufficietit 
evidence to obtain a favorable verdict from an impatr- 
tial jury; and only feels for the honor of the town, 
which he apprehends will ſuffer yet more, if the wit- 
neſſes are examined too cloſely and particularſy, and by 
that mean more truth be drawn from them than what 
has an immediate connection with the ſoldiers firing, by 
or without the orders of the captain. When the trial is 


ending, judge Lynde, toward the clofe of his ſpeech 


light ; yer I feel myſelf deeply affected, that this affair 


. cerned-againſt him, and ſo much to the ſhame” of this 
town in general.” The en nt LIT 
guiley. 


ſays, © Happy 1 am to find, after fuch ſtrict exatrina- 
tien, the conduct of the priſoner appears in ſo fair 2 


turns out ſo much to the diſgrace of every perſon cu 


On Tukey coininetices the bödef Wilm Wenns Nor. 
James Hartegan, Wa MCaule Hugh White, *7: 


— Kiltroy, William Warten, John Catrol, and 
2 VIE TD "0 


Hugh Montgomery, ſoldiers in the 2gth regiment, for 
the murder of Criſpus Attucks, Samuel Gray, Samuel, 
Maverick, James Caldwell, and Patrick Carr, the laſt 
of whom did not die till ten days after he was wounded. 
The ſoldiers have the ſame council that was engaged 
for their captain. The trial is continued fromm day to 
day, Sunday excepted, till Wedneſday December the 
fifth. Attempts were made to prejudice the people 
againſt the priſoners, one eſpecially in a certain weekly 
paper the day before the trial began. The publication 
included an inſult on the ſupreme court, and expreſſed 
the greateſt malignity of heart. To counteract the 
baneful effects of all ſuch proceedings, Mr. Quincy, in 
his addreſs to the juſtices and jury, obſer ves We 
muſt ſteel ourſelves againſt paſſions, which contaminate 
the fountain of juſtice. Let it be borne deep upon our 
minds, that the priſoners are to be condemned by the 
evidence here in ccurt produced againſt them, and by 
nothing elie. Matters heard or ſeen abroad, are to have 
no weight; in general they vndermine the pillars of 
juſtice and truth, As though a ſeries of er parts evi- 
dence was not . enough, all the colours of the canvaſs 

have been touched in order to freſhen the-wounds, and 
by a tranſport of imagination, we are made preſent at 
the ſcene of action. The prints exhibired in bur houſes, 
have added wings to fancy, and in the ſervor of our 
zenl, reaſon is in hazard of being loſt. i The potnp of 
funeral, the horrors of death have been ſo delineated, 
as to give a ſpring to our ideas, and inſpire a pou in- 


been, every paſſion has alternately been predominant. 
* in turn e in degtref and they 
5 ; have 


0 
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have ſometimes given place to deſpondence, grief, and 
ſorrow; Ho careful ſhould we be, that we do not 


miſtalee the impreſſions of gloom and melancholy, ſor 


the dictates of reaſon and truth ! How careful leſt borne 
ere Mes, Fr pr of 
conſcience! - Lavtg 

at — ee ein Munten 0s hay ie we 
glow” of indignation. I have aimed at ſecuring you 
againſt the entching flame!? I have endeavoured to diſ- 
charge my duty in this reſpect. What ſucceſs will fol- 
bo cheſr endeav Our, depends on you, gentlemen. If 
being 61a" of your danger, will not produce caution, 
nothing will. If you are” determined in opinion, it is 


after truth ; if you are willing to hear with impartiality, 


to examine and judge for yourſelves, enough has been. 


ſuid to apprlat᷑ you of thoſe avenues, at which the ene- 
mies of truth und juſtice are moſt likely o enter, and 
moſt eaſily th beſet you.“ gib Lanta n G1 rig 


When the evidence in favor of the priſoners is finiſh- | 


ed} M. Quincy reſumes his addreſs. —* I ſtated to you, 
gentlemen, your duty in opening this cauſe. -T pointed 
out che dungers to which you were expoſed. How much 


need wus there, that you ſhould fuſpend your judgment 


vill” the witneſſes were all examined! How different is 
te complemion of the cauſe? Will not all this ſerve to 
mot every honeſt man he little truth to be attairied in 
Partial beatings 7" This trial ought to have another effect, 
it ſhould; ſerve! to convirice us all of the impropriety, 
may, thjuſtice;/ of giving 3 latithde in converſation upon 
topics nleey ue oome under à judicial deciſon; the 
criminality of this conduct is certainly inhanced, when 
Cay , -* 93 ſuch 


in vain to ſay more; but H you are zealous inquirers | 
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be likely to touch the life of a citizen. In the preſent 
L appeal to you, gentlemen, 93.40 what cauſe there now 
ij to alter our ſentiments.” . 6 1400 $ ve 
| P 
| ſaying; ©, And here, gentlemen, I muſt firſt tell you 
by. what law the priſoners are 'not to be tried or con- 
demned. And they moſt certainly are not to be tried 
by the Moſeic law: a law we take it; eſpecially-deſigned 
for the government of a peculiar nation, who being in a 
great meaſure under a theocratical form. of government, 
ics inſtitutions cannot, with any propriety, be adduced 
far our regulation in theſe days. It is with pen there- 
fore, I have ohſerved any. endeavour to miſlead our 
judgment on this occaſion, by drawing our attention ta 
the precepts delivered in the days of Moſes :; and by 
diſeonnected paſſages of ſeripture, apphed in a manner 
foreign to their original deſign or import, there ſeems to 
have been an attempt to touch ſome peculiar ſentiments, 
which we know are thought to be prevalent; and in this 
way we take it, an injury is like to be done, by giving 
the mind n bias it ought never to have received, becauſe 
it is not warranted by our laus ooo gt oe {on 
We have beard it publicly ſaid of late, aſtener than 
farmerly, . Whyſoever / man's blend. iy man foal! 
his blaed be, Hd. This is, plainly, gentlemen, a general 
rule, which like all of the kind muſt have its 
exce nue, which if taken in is Hrict Literal 
latitude, would. imply, that; a man killing another in 
ſelf-defence, would incur the-pains of deathura dodtrine 
"ONE never r Rn = 


tution; 
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ne 50 find the Jews had: their ſix cities of re-. 
ſuge, to which the man- ſtayer might flee ' from che 
avenger of blood.” Let it be obſerved, en paſſant, that 
as it was ordained that the man layer ſhould abide in 
the city of refuge till the death of the high prieſt, ſo 
every perſon to eſcape ſuch confinement and reſtraint, 
would be extremely careful leſt he ſhould prove the 
caſual occaſion of another's death; and would not ven- 
by needleſaly ſlaying a fellow creature, becauſe it would 
pals for: chance · medley. But to go on in company with 
Mr. Quincy. And fo, that the uuRDERIR ha flee 
10 the; pit, comes under the fame conſideration. And 
hen we hear it aſked, as it very lately has been, Who 
DARE ſtay him ? I anſwer, if the laws of our country 
CN —— i now in 
iſſue is, whether either of the priſoners is 2 marderer in 
the ſenſe of our laws: what is murder and what not, is 
a queſtion-of law ariſing upon facts ſtated and allowed.” 
gain, you ſhall take no ſatis faction for the liſe of 
a murdirer, who is guilty of death.“ Here again is a 
| begging the queſtion ; and moreover the words guilty ef 
deatd,:if rightly conſidered, mult be one of thoſe general 
tules which abways have their exceptions. But in the 
to din. Againſt a poſition of this kind we have no ob- 
jection. If we have committed 4 fault, on which our 
laws inflict. the puniſhment of deurb, we muſt ſuffer. 
But hat falt a have committed, you are to inquire: 
„ are to find the fa#s proved 
4 in 
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in court againſt us, and the judges are to ſee and conſider 
what the law pronounces touching our offence, and what 
Poon is thereby iaflicted as a penalty.” 
Mr. John Adams, in his pleadings, —— 
1133 thoſe rules of law which muſt govern 
all caſes. of homicide, and particularly that which is be- 
fore the court; and then conſiders the evidence to ſee 
whether any thing has occurred that may be compared 
to the rules of law. He enters into a minute conſidera- 
tion of every witneſs produced on the crown ſide ; and 
endeavours to ſhow from the evidence on that ſide, that 
the aſſault upon the party was ſufficiently dangerous to 
Juſtify the priſaners ; at leaſt, that it was ſufficiently pro- 


two, who are ſuppoſed to be proved guilty. of huving 
the witneſſes. for the priſoners ;- and concludes with 
« J. vill enlarge no mote on the evidence, but ſubmit 
it to you, gentlemen. Facts are ſtubborn things; and 
whatever may be our wiſhes, our inclinations, or the 
dictates, of our paſſions, they cannot alter the ſtate of 
facts and evidence: nor is the law leſs ſtable:than' the 
the law is clear, they had a zight to kill-in their ou de- 
fence... If it was not ſo ſevere 25 60 endanger. their 
lives, yet if they were aſſaulted at all, ſtruele and abuſed 
by blows. of any ſort, by ſnou balls, oyſter- ſhe lla cin- 
ders, clubs, or ſticks of any kind chis was a provoca- 
tion, for which the law reduces the offence of killing, 
down to manſlaughter, in conſideration of thoſe paſſions 
in our nature, . cannot. be cradicated. To your 
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the uncertain wiſhes, imagitiations, andwanton tempers 


a great 
To uſe the words of 
of men. worthy man, 


patriot, an enlightened friend of man- 
friend 

kind, and a martyr 3 GERNON 
„I mean Ar 

iot, and an hero, | 

8 his earlieſt 

* - who from infancy 

Srowey, Jought'a-tragquil 
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of the tree of liberty, 

the ſhado 

retirement under 


tongue, bord, * The law (ys 
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—_ ann 
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2 7 — Tis mens ſme affect; vritten 
1 
fear, luſt 


of the divine · perfection 
ſome meaſure 

retaining 

reaſom; 


does not enjoin that which pleaſes a weak, frail man 
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priſoners an 
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+» The: judges, when ſumming up the evidence 


. bf. 
conſtructions 
the 
their opinions of 
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ferred, that whoſoever-voluntarily kills another, whatever 
the inducement or provocation may be, is a murderer, 
and as ſuch ought to be put to death. But furely not 
only the avenger of blood, and he who killed a thief 
breaking up a houſe in the night, were exceptions to 
that general precept, but alſo he who” killed another in 
his un deſence. Even the Jewiſh doctors allowed this, 
and that juſti ; becauſe the right of ſelf-defence is 
founded in the law of nature. It appears upon the 
March, are well atteſted. | There are no leſs than thirty- 
eight witneſſes to prove a deſign: to attack the ſoldiers, 
Nigh thirty wirneſſts have ſworn to words of provoca- 
tion uttered againſt the priſoners, as daring them to fire, 
and chreatening to kill them: and ny fu have wit- 
neſſad to ice, fnow-balls, fiat, & c. being thrown at 
them, ten of whom are witneſſes ſor the crown. There 
s exidence that. Patrick Carr, one of the deceaſed; re- 
peatedly: declared, and confirmed the ſame but a few 
hours before he died chat he went with a deſign againſt 
the ſoldiers; that he thought they were abuſed and 
would have fired beſore; that he forgave and did. not 
mlame the man, whoever he was, that ſhot him that he 
known'better, ſor he had ſeen. ſoldiers called to quell 
ics; Hut never ſam any bear half ſo much before. The 
Jury withdraw ſor about two hours and a half. Upon 
ctoinparing the evidence, they cannot be convinced that 
© thie ſoldiers were not too haſty in firing. Was there 
Evidence of all having fired, they would convict all of 
CEE BED is agreed on all hands, that no 


more 
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—— 8 one is 
Tbey 


return into court and agree, that as to Wemms, Har- 


teging M<Cauley, White, Warren and Carrol, they arc 
nat guilty, on which they are unmediately diſcharged. 
As to Kilroy and Montgomery, they agree that they 
are not guilty of murder, but of manſlaugher. Both 
pray the beneſit of clergy, which is allowed; each is 


trial has been long, but the iſſue of it, as well as of that Dec. 
of che captain a, may be brought in proof of the in- 


nenne 
indefiance of gpepuldr opinions, . 

Edward — Mnieg attach, 
Hammond . Green, boat - builder, and Thomas Green- 


wood, laborer, were tried for being preſent, ' aiding, 


aſſiſting. &c, William Warren in the murder of Criſpus 
Artucka, The whole evidence vomſiſted in one witueſs's 
declaring that he faw two. flkdies from the cuſtom- 
window," and a perſon in the baltrony with a; gun ot 
piſtol in his hand; and in the teſirnony of 2 French 
boy qatvant to Mr. Manwaring, vcho fwore to his being 

when du ſoldiers fired, and to 4 


21 dhe quſtora-houle 
Rory-of perſons: fring out of the chamber window.” The 


fad of the whole rvidence was immediately detefted 


by a-mmbes of the - moſt creduable - watneſies, ſo that 


Ga jury dequizted\the priſoners withour going fron their 
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cially) Mr. John Adams diſcuſſed the ſubject of homi- 
cide ſo largely, and ſhowed ſo fully by what a variety of 
circumſtances it was reduced to manſlaughter, that the 
popular leaders perceived: the neceſſity of altering their 
plan of oppoſition to the military, and from thence- 
ſorward promoted a particular attention to the militia 
and the: manual | exerciſe; that the country might be 
qualified for repelling arms by arrns, hene ver tlie ſame 
be ſerment occaſioned by the miniſterial meaſures 
didi not ſubſide in the New York colony any more chan 
in che Maſſachuſetts, Gs 2377 10 ni no 10 vt 
About the middle of January-and at might; the Mexx. 
dae was- guf donn by dite ſoldiery, which enraged the 
inhabitants, and produced much Uiſturbance and riot 
aft ward between them and che troops. Thie ſoldiers 
poſted) up papers about che city againſt the ſons. of 
liberty, which occafioned>a> vonſiderable affray. The 
oppaſition ſoon oxpreſſed i their deter miharion to perfe- 
ron to prevent i hein demoliſned © The Ady poler 
in diſſerem parts r the vontinemt Had Changed Ithieir 
names, or given placd to ſibareyi pale, uſter the exhibition 
upon the liberty- tree at Boſton during the ſtampł act. 
The conduct of the ſoldiers was probably owwing to the 
meatures which had been taken the preceding month, 
in order to prevent the aſſemblys gtunting money for 
che ſupport of the trop The aſſembiy had in the 
former ſeſſion, voted to ſupply his majeſty's troops 
quartered ..in. the colony, which gave:-greet umhtage. 
| Fo quiet the "ow they made a unanimous declaration, 
that 
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that it ſhould be the laſt ſupply they would ever grant, 
until their grievances were redreſſed, and it gave fatis< 
faction. But the houſe in the preſent ſeſſion, paſſed a 
rote ſor a further ſupply of 2000 l. which greatly in- 
flamed the minds of the inhabitants. Two papers were 
publiſhed upon the occaſion: the one addreſſed 10 the 
betrayed inhabitants of the city and colony of Nrw Toxx, 
and ſigned A Sow oy LER: the other ſigned Lxotox, 
g the inhabitants to meet in the fields. The pa- 


aſſernbly, who deſired the lieutenant governor to iſſue 
out proclamations, offering rewards for the diſcovery of 
the authors, 100 l. for the firſt, and 570 l. for the laſt. 
ſtripling who had been journeyman to the printer of the 
proffered reward, lodged a complaint againſt his late 
maſter; ho was terrified into à diſcovery of Mr. 
Mt Duugull as the publiſner. Mr. M*Dougall was by the 


were voted falſe, /editious, and infamous libels by che 
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chief juſtice's wartant brought before him, and upon Feb. 
refuſing to give bail was committed to jail. In conſe- 


quence of the ſecond paper, about fourteen hundred in- 
habitants mer, and appointed Mr. 7chn Lamb- to pro- 
pound queſtions relative to the vote of the aſſembly. 


approve of the vote? No, was the anſwer. He pro- 
ceeded, “ Are you for giving money to the troops; on 
any conſideration whatſoever ?”* It was again No. There: 
were but about half a dozen for the affirmative” upon 
either of the queſtions. He then - aſked, Will you 
| appoint a committee to communicate the whole of this 
tranſactiom to your members?” Nut, was the word. 


. . eee Meſits. Zaac 


Ait Sears, 


Aſter explaining it, tho queſtion was put, Do your 


1 
et 
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| Sears, as Alexander M. Dizgall, Jarodur Vun 
Zandt, Samuel Broome jun. Eraſmus Williams; and James 
Van Furt. The meeting in the fields, and the tranſ- 
commitment of Mr. M Dongall. Mr. Lamb was called 
before the houſe to anſwer ſor his conduct; but in the 
mean time the committee wrote to the ſpeaker, acknow- 
ledging "themſelves, in every reſpect, parties with 


taken, and ready to defend their conduct in a conſtitu- 
tional manner. When Mr. Lamb appeared before the 
which as. a citizen, a freeman, and an Engliſhman, he 
had à right to do, and was ſurpriſed to hear it contro- 
verted. The houſe finding that they had to do witli 
men of ſenſe and reſolution, ho were determined upon 


8 


. citizens, gave up the point and diſmiſſed them. Their 
vote of aol. for the troops ſoon paſſed into a law: but 


arrears, amounting to upward of 1000l. was left unpaid. 


with the mutiny act would have been formal and com- 
FRONTIER matters were die robs muſt be at- 
afſernbly- between. politicians, — long been at 
mortal>ratiance. gg 


April The d een «hill dS: aortas APDEe- 


$44; but the triak was put off and he was bailed 
out of jail. + euere, eee eee eee 
2 e e e bar. The 
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ſpeaker aſked him whether he was the author or pub- 


aſſigned his reaſons. It was reſolved, that in his reply 
he denied the authority of the houſe, and was therefore 
guilty of a high contempt. On his refuſing to aſe 
pardon of the houſe, he was ordered into cuſtody; and 
the ſpeaker iſſued his warrant to the jail keeper of the 


liſher of the addreſs, &c. He declined anſwering, and 


city to receive and keep him priſoner, until he ſhould + 


be diſcharged by due courſe of law. He remained in 
jail rl the aſſembly was prorogued on the 25th/of the 
following February 1771, when he was enlarged after a 
confinement of near three months. It was not till March 
the 27th that he was diſcharged from his recognizance, 
by the ſupreme court then ſitting at New York, (without 
having been brought to a trial) after having been under 
bonds for near twelve months, and ſuffered twenty and 
three weeks actual impriſonment. He was the firſt fufferer 
for liberty after the commencement of the united efforts 
of the American ſons, to fruſtrate the miniſterial plans 
for encroaching upon, and eventually ſubverting their 
honor belongs to a gentleman born in Scotland, and who 
is indeed, what he ſigned himſelf, A Son Liberty. He 
- bore his impri 
ableneſs of it was much leſſened, and the difgrace of it 
wholly removed, as the citizens of the higheſt and beſt 
characters, ladies and gentlemen, reſorted to the place of 
his confinement. His character as well as his cauſe was 
good]; ſo that the moſt virtuous eſpouſers of the latter, 
were neither afraid nor aſhamed, „ ee a 

R r | 
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with fortitude; but the diſagrer- 
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The Maſſachuſetts again demands your attention. 
May The new general court met at Cambridge; the houſe 
3'- remonſtrated againſt being held there, or at any other 
place than Beſtun; and by a majority of 96 out of 10a, 
Noted it to be a very great grievance, and reſolved not 
rr 
July — bur the aſſembly refaled'to do bub. 
oy 2045 and in their meſſage to Mr. Hutebimſon, inſiſted 
upon the right of the people to appeal to heaven in diſ- 
putes between them and perſons in power, when there is 
an abuſe of power; but they ſoftened what they ad- 
vanced, by ſaying We would, however, by no means 
be underſtood to ſuggeſt, that this people have occaſion 
at preſent to proceed to ſuch extremity ;” end yet they 
afterward added, · theſe and other grievances and cru- 
elties, too many to be here enumerated, and too me- 
lancholy to be much longer borne by this people, we 
have ſeen brought upon us by the devices of the- mi- 
niſters of ſtare.” They were prorogued afreſh. 


1 They met a third time. The lieutenant governor 


told chem, that the garriſon at the caſtle in the pay oi 
the province was to be withdrawn by order of his ma- 
jeſty, and the fortreſs to be garriſoned by his regular 

_ forces. His orders were to deliver the poſſeſſion of the 
fort to ſuch officer as general Gage ſnould direct to take 

the command of it. The information excited a ſuſpi- 
don in che /afſetnhly,. who deſpaired of obtaining . 
removal to Boſton. by perſiſting in à reſuſal to do 
buſineſs; the leaders therefore procured this vote: 
29. © Reſolved, that next; Wedneſday (October In be ob- 
ſerved by the two houſes as a day of prayer, to ſeek the 


Aue RAVOLY T-1.0-N. 


the council, and was unanimouſly concurred. Men of 


a profane caſt, are too prone, to ridicule religion, becauſe 


of its being thus made a ſtalkinghorſe to ſerve the pur- 


poles of politicians. Would they confine their wit and 


ſatire to che parties offending, the correction would be 


proper. But let not the well-intentioned and undeſign- 


ing children of devotion, be charged with hypocritical . 


canting, becauſe. they are impoſed upon and. duped by 


the. ſubtiley, of, guides, who, like moſt thorough-paced 
Rr ingo_apgels. of -ligh, . 


that they, may perſect their devices. 


The houſe reſolved proce. co latent 3 


ſolute neceſſity, proteſting againſt the reſtraint the ge- 9 
neral court was held under to do. it out of Bafen. A 


few days aſter, they. ſent. to the lieutenant governor to 


: 


know whether he held the command of the Coftle. << If 
the cuſtody and government of that fortreſs,” ſaid they, 


© is now lodged with the military power, independent 


of the ſupreme civil magiſtrate within this. juriſdiction, 


it is. ſo eſſential an alteration of the conſtitution as muſt 
juſtly alarm a free people. His anſwer was ſo worded, 


as to leave the aflembly, in general, ground ſor con. f 


cluding, chat che military in the caſtle were dependent. 
upon himſelf the ſame as were the provincials. When 


he delivered it up, he rpaired thüther, ſent ſor the 
lep, and upon colone)-Daiympies coming inte dhe ſtars, 


room with his officers, gave them to him, a lodged. - 


: . 


with, him the cuſtody and government of the. forty, 


bus retained. ſome trifling appearances. of, 


Aperior. cg. 


mand. He ſoon learnt r — 


Vor. I. 


1 
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come at a flag when - n ans ef it, or even Gars for a 


ez, without applying dp general Gage. WAH D 
The repreſentatives reſolved, that the merchants hav- 
ing receded from their non-importation agreement, &c. 
| they would diſcourage prodigatity, extravagance, and 
the 'ofe of 'foreign-fuperfluities; and promote induſtry, 
* frugabry, and heir" owiy/"mahuſ{Atures „ ed 


towns they N. 


den. 


| repreſented. 
bs, ane 32d 's 


communicate intelligence to the agent and others in Great 
Britain, and to the ſpeakers of the ſeveral affemblies 
1 continent, 3 mem Rave 
appointed or may appoint. 
Before the lieutenant veſt yep Wers, he 
obſerved to them; chat fince they had diſcovered a reſo- 
| hrition.to remove -unneceſTary obſtacles, they had done 
moe buſineſs, notwithſtanding all the intonveniencies 
| fonrrhe place of holding the cbiitt, which they had infiſted 
. bon, than he remembered to have been done in the like 
ä 1 fince he had-ſhared in poblie affairs. 
Abit 711: 5. The following: ſpring feffion produced nothing very 
material bt Affurded hir the pleaſing opportunity of 
. in form, of his being ap- 
* Pointeicaptain general and commander it chief over 
2 rhe province · The council preſented a congratulatory 
arch and expreſſed their. ſatpfaction at his appoint- 
ee pon the queſtion in the houſe” of aſſembly, 
whither id appoint x commftrec co prepare an addreſs, 
tn . = — The houſe however, afterward 
| e the” ee de Sener «Parke pa 
' "ich vhs not grant.” aer c 
IST ne x ; | 4 © They 


1 07 


They met, as the year before, at Cambridge. In thre May 
de alembly-proteſied againſt | hid. excellency's 9. 
„„ eee eee 
mittet of correſpondence; - 
irh n hls. that Jay 
jeſty's inſtruction, he was forbidden giving his conſent - 
to ſuch an act as ſubjeRs the officers of the crown to 
be taxed, by the aſſeſſors in the towns where they reſide, 
ſor the profits which they receive from their cortimiſ= 
bons, although their offices have no relaian to the pro- 
ws ſo that the tax-bill-muſt be qualified: 3 
The houſe, by meſſage, expreſſed: their ſurpriſs and g. 
nlarm at the reaſon affigned for this not aſſonting to che 
tax-bill, and faid, We know of no commiſſtoters of 
his majeſty's cuſtoms, nor 6f any revenue His majeſty -- 
has 4 right to eſtabliſh in North America: - We know 
and feel a tribute levied and extorted from thoſe; whoz 
if they have property, e ICI. 
poſal of it? 3 786 07 vn 4:4 
0 Hod k bers known; how thOykiftait 45 deres ward 
which the officers of the erowñ ware Required to pay, 
it is hard to conceive how wiſdom ebuld lave dictate 
ſoch inſtruction, and have ventured to give a-frefh dif- 
guſt to thoſe, who were already too muckr- irritateck 
However, the governor's inſtructions dict not- oblige | 
| hin t6-60nfine the general court to Cn Age. hd he 
tight have” removed them to. Bofor; but by ſhowirig a 
firmneſs in oppoſing their defires; hilo they proteſted 
againſt the reſtraint they were under; Re tneant to 7e. 
tonmend himſelf to the miniftry.- By the fame · inten- 
tion he was induced; in a greds m̃eaſure, to refuſe his 
dau end g made to- Nr, Bolan and Mr. De 
_ „ -" 1; © Eres 
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--*- Berdt's | executors by this aſſembly,” as he had done in 
4 Pe Jett oct mn 
ſerved to keep up the animoſitx. 
The diſpoſition to import goods into che Maſſachu- 
ſetts, in defiance of the laws of revenue and trade, and 
_ to: ſupport. ſuch practices by open violences upon the 
| officers, whoſe duty it was to carry the laws into execu- 
tion, broke out upon many occaſions; and as uſual, 
che magiſtrates declined giving their afliſtance and ſup- 
port, being in principle oppoſed to ſach laws, as fun- 
damentally defective in point of rectitude. The like 
diſpoſition to import goods prevailed in the other colo- 
| TI TC La agen 
violences. 
1 Mr. Otis jun. eee „ 
3 hand; and foot, his reaſoning powers being wholly de- 
ranged. This calamity, which ſomewhat leſſens the 
weight of oppoſition to miniſterial meaſures, is to be 
imputed, not to any effects of the affray with Mr. Ro- 
binſon, but rather to the high tone given to his animal 
frame by the ſtrength of his paſſions, and a failure in 
the point of temperance. The ſons of liberty would 
have ſuſtained an exceſſive loſs, had this event taken 
place in the early ſtage of the oppoſition ; but the times 
had brought ſb many able perſons. of ſimilar ſentiments 
Into the geheral court, who.had been in training for years, 
and. were converſant. with the political management of 
public buſineſs, that the plans of the Maſſachuſetts anti- 
F IORAe en Lo gs, 
An opportunity now offers of mentioning, . Sir. 
Alexander Gilmour baronet, and George Dempſter eſq; 


„“. Ga gr ae | 


AN TRT CAN EEVOLUWTION, 9 
ſelves by voting for the repeal of the ſtamp-act, while - 
all the other Scotch mum 
e eee eee e | 
.. amed-eranfificcect; youll 
judge yourſelf under an obligation to return me ſpeedy 
„ ——— — — — 
er n 


e e er g 8 i. 


Roxbury, Jer 25, 173. | 


T annual elections of the Maſſachuſetts were In i172, 
favor of the friends to colonial liberty; but the 


ſtate of Mr. Otis's mind neceffarily occaſioned his being 
left out of the liſt of the Bofor repreſentatives, ” 
The general court ſtill met at Campridge, but the Bo May 
vernor adopted a conciliating meaſure, in declining tq** 
negative Mr. Hancock, who was again choſen ane of the 
council. He had been repeatedly choſen, and nll now 
as repeatedly negatived ; he declined however, taking 
his ſeat at the board, Wenn i Nannen 
as one of the Boſton members. 
Mr. Hutchinſon acquainted the houſe, in anfwer to 2 jane 
meſſage, that his majeſty had made proviſion for his *3+ 
ſupport; and then, after requiring the opinion and ad- 
vice of the council, upon their oaths, whether he might 
now remove the general court to Boſton, confiftent'w "a 
X 3 | 
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" 


the' ignification of his majeſty's pleaſure to him, and 
affirmative, adjourned them to meet at Boſton. - He 
e nee eee rae 
before. 

1 3 re 
matter of the governor's ſupport being provided for by 
the king, reported and obſerved, & That the king's 


| Joly providing for the ſupport of the governor is a moſt dan- 
10. gerous innavation... I mraſute whereby not only 
the right of the general aſſembly of this province is re- 
ſeinded, but the higheſt indignity is thrown upon it. It 
is an infractioꝑ of the charter in a mategial point, whereby 
a moſt important truſt is wreſted out of the hands of the 
general aſſembly.” And the houſe, the ſame day, de- 

. Clated'by & meſſage to the governor, „That the mak- 


Rr 8 ſupport. N 


of, the, grant and acts of the general aſſembly, and his 
excellency's receixipg the. oy is an. infraRtion, upon 
Re rights of. mba a e el char 

ur er.“ 

12 o ee of the. * by the crown,” is not 

Irliſned by the colonies, a8, it makes them. entirely de- 

| pendent upon, that, and wholly independent of the 12 

les and pravincial aſlemblies;, and as. it; deſtroys the 


Mutual check. which each branch; of the legiſlature ought 
to have upon the others, and, that balange of power 


_.. - #hich/is. 6ſſratia} to all hi. 8 we be a 
it 2 of age, | 


Aden h their plans rh 8 
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. . i 


A MBAs de PRETTY U ro N. 


* 


„ Jyieurenant:Dydng/on.ah0; commander of the lass a3, 


armed ſchooner. the Gepe, had been remarkably at» 


duous in ſuppotting the laws agairiſt ſmuggling, and aw = 


21 


ſcurching alter eqiraband goods, hy which he had given 


great, offenct. He: had alſd brogght po if Ahe 
reſentments of Many, by firing at the Frou packets 
(employed in, tranſporting goods and paſſengers fnppp 
thence d Neyuport, and wice pr,) in order, to olige che 
maſters to take down their colours, and by chaſing them 
even. into the docks when it had been. refuſad. The 
Prevideuce packet coming up as uſual with colours flying 
And company on board, probably a party: of pleaſure, 
38 is frequent, in the ſummer, ſcaſon, and refuſing; to tale 


water. The packet ſtood in with the end as cloſe, as 
conſiſted uch, Gery, deligning. that, die Cehes mould 
be run a· ground in the chaſe. The deſign ſucceeded. 
The Galpee:was ſoon. faſt, and could not ir; thp tide 
having done flowing. The packet proceeded to-townl, 


tem donn, che lieuienant fired a ſhot, which. heing June 
diſregarded, he chaſed. It was near upon iar quite high). 


The, ſituation. of the Gaſpee and reſentment againſt the 


commander, excited the thought of attacking and de- 
ſtroying her. Mr. Jobs Brown, a conſiderable merehant 
of Providence, was the principal in the buſineſs. Cap- 


tain Whipple was immediately employed. to beat up for 


volunteers, and à number offered and engaged ta go 
upon any ſeryice-fet-which they were wanted. Several 
whale, boats were, procured: and filled with armed men. 
Mr. Brown, accompanied them in the expedition. Cap- 
_ tain Whipple, as they proceeded, qbſervetl. to Mr. 
Bopp, that he mighi ieſe bis liße, and that he bad 3 
eee eee 


* 


ämmy—— — — 
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enen of chem in caſe of his death. Mr. Brown engaged 


to do it ſhould that happen. About two o'clock in the 
morning they boarded und carried che ſchwoner, us ſhe 
lay a-ground about ſeyen miles below Providence. Mr. 
Brawn' was himſelf the firſt on board. The lieuter ant 


| was wounded. He and the crew were puton ſhore, and 


every thing valuable belonging to him, was taken out 


wn fv fr him ar which he cine ih al her 


val Kores, was burned, - . R mul. 


= 2 "of Gre idle: ee eee 
nennen ee wee has been 


ing any of the aten dee yet the cot miffl. 


-- oners appointed to try the matter, have tranſmitted ac- 
-** icounts-.<9- miniſtry, chat "they: can obtain ne evidence. If 


any one had wiſhed to give evidence, that he might get 


thereward; yet che thought that he ſhould 'riſk his life, 


or be obliged co liy the country and become a perpetual 


exile, would naturally have overcome ſuch propenſity. 


Ir was too hazardous to turn informer. Some who were 
Feured, in expectation chat they would give intelligence, 
were aſſiſted by the populace in making their eſcape, 
before any thing material nn 
the commiſſioners. 

Governor Hutchinſon and hie eee; Wee uſed 
to repreſent the party in oppoſition, as only an uneaſy 
factious fo in Boſton, while the body of the people were 
quite contented; Mr. Samuel Adams was thereby induced ta 
viſit Mr. James Warren of Plymouth. After converfing 
upon the ſubject, the latter propoſed ta. originate and 


donn of che-colony; in grder*to earn the-trength of 
52801 3 g 7 ; | | the 
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ieee — 
meaſure would proſper, and dreaded a diſappointment 
which might injure the cauſe of liberty. 
cluded to proceed. The prime managers were about 
fix in number; each of whom when ſeparate, headed a 
diviſion ; the ſeveral individuals of which, collected and 
led diſtinẽt ſubdtviſions. In this manner the political 


engine has been eonſtructed. The different parts are 


not eq ually good and operative. Like other bodies, its 
compoſition ineludes numbers who act mechanically, as 


they are preſſed this or that way by thoſe who judge for 


But it was con- 


| 
the ſriends to the rights of the continent; and to unite” 
and increaſe their force. — . * returned 


them y and divers of the wicked; fitted for evil prac. 


tices when the udoption of them is thought neceſſary to 
particular purpoſta, and a part of whoſe creed it is, 


that in political matters the public good is. above ever 
other confideration; and that all rules of morality when 


in oornpetition with it, may be ſafely diſpenſed with. 
When any important tranſaction is to be brought for- 
ward, it is thoroughly conſidered by the prime mana- 
gers. If chey approve, each communicates it to his 
own diviſion; from thence, if adopted, it paſſes to the 
ſeveral” ſubdiviſions,” which form a general meeting in 
order to canvaſs the buſineſs. : The prime managers be- 


ing known only by ſew to be the promoters of it, are 


deſired to be preſent! at the debate, that they may give 


their” opinion when it cloſes, If they obſetve,- that the 


collected body is in general ſtrongly againſt the meaſure 


they 


they wiſh to have carried, they declare it to be im- 
Proper i is it oppoſed by great nuunbers, but not wamuy, 


: 
: 
- 4 
g4 


„ ODE, DSTOR Nr (Trl + | 
they adviſe to a re-conſideration at another meetings and 
prepare for. its being then adopted: if · che dppeſigion. is 
not conſiderable, either in number or weight of. pesf0ns, 
tian of the meaſure. The principal: actons are deter: 


mined upon ſecuring die liberties of thair country, or 


periſnhing in the attempt 


The pewnof his-magjeſty's granting ſalaries to the 
juſtices" of the ſuptrior court, afforded ihrem a fair op; 


portunity ſor executing:the plano eſtabliſning com · 
mittees of correſpondence trough che calony. The 


the ſyſtem af their ſlaver 551 10 Hide 1 %% 


Nor. A town meeting was called, and a committee of cor - 


2. 


reſpondence appointed, to write circular letters to al 


| the tons in the provmce, antl to induce them do unite 


19. 


in meaſurts. The committee made ar pοỹt, contain · 
— 2 —ů— tnag's 
the Britiſh leꝶiſlature. After ſetting forth, chat all men 


have a right to remain in a ſtate of nature as long as 
they pleaſe, they proceed to a report upon the natural 
rights of the coloniſts. as men, chriſtians and ſubjects; 
. and chen form a liſt of infringements and violations of 


their rights. They .cnumerats and dwell upon che Rri- 


nich parliament's having aſſume the pawer of legiſla· 
tion for the colonies in all caſes whatever the appbint- 


ment of a humber of new.officers to ſuperintend the re- 


. venues—the granting of ſalaries gut df the American 


reyenue, to the governer, the judges-;of the ſuperior 


| courts the king's attorbey and ſulicitot general. The 
7 


eircu ; 
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cieculated through the towns and diſtricts of the pes · 
yince, with» a pathetic —— — 
who were called upon nor to doze any longer, or fit ſu- 
pinely in indifference, while che iron hand af .opprefiion 
was daily tearing the choiceſt fruits from the fair tree of 
nberty. The circular — of each tomm 4 
ſcee commmunicatian of ſentiments on the ſubjects of. 
report, and was. directed to the ſclett men, — 
dEr ü fame, before a town meeting, which 
has n generally: ee, and the-proceedings of the 
wen upon chef babinels) haue been wranfmuted to the 
committec at Haften. This comminee have their par- 
niculan eorreſpondents in the feyeral towns, who upon 
receiving any ſpecial information, are — to ſpecad i 
with diſpatch among che inhabitants. It conſiſts of 
2 \of _heterogeneous qualities and pro- 
governor, in expectation of exciting pre- 


- dig 


judice, and. frng,a ſtigma upon, fem, their connec- tr: | 


dans and -grageediges, has written. © a gentleman 
Pate, “ Stranger Tat a — mhich — 
_ century would. ſufſer no. perſan to be free ol the com- 
monwealth, who was not. one of cheir church members, 
ſhovid nom take for their leaders men, who openly. con- 
rem all religian, and ſhould join. deacons and acheifks 
in one. truſt ; and. chat they ſhould. be inſtigated to this 
by ſome of the clergy, who make. che higheſt, pretenaes 
9; derodan; god. yet the, ſyirit of political party pro- 
duces all dis, He would gladly receive them . all into 
his | 0wn, army, and be devowiy thankful: for them, 
were they'$0:changs lides and joid in ſupporting his ad- 
miniſtration. But I, as unmarily acknowledged, that 


I's 


ns * 
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| theit legiſlative and ruling capacity are in the oppoſition, 
which therefore cannot conſiſt merely of à few factious 
leaders; and he appears not to have recollected, that men 
of oppoſite principles and characters will unite heart and 
hand; in keeping off a general calamity, which will in- 
volve them all in one and the ſame ruin. The towns 
in general have choſen committees of correſpondence, 
and reſolved in a ſtile agreeable to the wiſhes of the Boſ- 
tonians. But the reſolutions have not been alway drawn 
up by the townſmen. An inhabitant of Peter ſham ap- 
phed to that worthy” and diſintereſted” ſon of liberty, 
Mr. Quincy, whom you will recolle& to have been of the 
council for captain Preſton and the ſoldiers, for his aſ- 
ſiſtanee, and was furniſhed with the following draft in- 
tended for Boſton, 'excepting” the introduction and the 
Paragraphs marked wich a "ar, which were avon 
ſome other perſon,” A CORNTIVER MS n 


1773 — . — Yai. 
+ ce wen of Peter ſham in the cbunty of Werteftr, 
duly aſſembled according to law, held by adjournment 
on dhe th of January 1773, the commirtee choſen the 
«oth ag. made the following report, viz.” The town 
Having received a'cireular letter from the town of By/- 
ton, reſpecting the preſent grievances and abominable 
 oppreſſiohs under which this country groans, have there- 
upon taken into their moſt ſerious conſideration, the 
preſent” policy of the Britiſh government and admini- 
_ tration; wich regard to Great Britdin and theſe colonies ; 
have carefully reviewed the mode of election, and the 
quality of che electors of che commons of that iſland; 
ee dere edel api de enorriou 
and growing influence of the crown, and that bane” of 


1 
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1 


ii free ſtates a ſtanding army in the time of peace: | 


and in conſequence thereof are fully confirmed in opi« 
nion, that the ancient rights of the nation are capitally - 
invaded, and the greateſt part of the moſt precious and 
eſtabliſhed liberties of Exgliſbmen utterly deſtroyed 
And whereas the parliament of Great Britain, by va- 


trade, denied and precluded us from the ſetting up and 


carrying on manufactures highly. beneficial to the inha- 


bitaits of theſe tertitories i reſtricted and prevented ous 


lawful intercourſe and commerce with other ſtates and 
kingdoms; have alſo made laws and inſtitutions touch-. 
ing life and limb, in diſheriſon of the ancient common 
law of the land ; and moreover have.in theſe latter times, 


tants of, this . extenſive continent of their property, by 
mere force and power; and are now draining this peo- - 


ple of the fruits of their toil, by thus raiſing a revenue 
from, them, againſt the natural rights of man, and in 
open violation of the laws of God. 

This town in union with the worthy Abe of. 


Boſton, now think it their indiſpenſable duty to conſider - 


of the premiſes and the preſent aſpect of the times, and 


to take ſuch ſteps as upon mature . deliberation, are 
judged. right and expedient, and hereupon this town. 
2 nh a garner pgoices3 from Gro. 


Britain (eſpecially at this day) during pleaſure, with a 


large ſtipend, dependant upon the will of the crown, 


and controlled by inſtructions from a Britiſh miniſter of 
ſtate, with a council ſubject to the negative of ſuch a 


goyernar, and with all officers civil and military ſubje&t. | 


to his appointment or conſent, with.s cafe 1 he pond 
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of s ſtatione in che very bowels: of the 
. 
pendants,” with which every maritime town. already 


farms, Re eee free, or 


a brave: b We £94: Ac. 
Reſolved, Thatthe picliamentibf Great Reiss, wſarp, 


_ againſt all divine and hutnan laws, The late appoint- 


ing and exerciſing a legiſlative authority over, and ex- 
torting an unrighteous revenue from theſe colonies, is 


ment of ſalaries to be paid to our ſuperior: court judges, 


and pleafure, completes a ſyſtem of bondage, equal to 


any ever fabricated, by the combined efforts of the in- 


| genuity, malice, / fraud ind wickedneſs of man: 


- * Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this towns that 


eee ee green ee en n 


world, as ſet forth in the New Teſtatnent, anch is dia · 


metrically oppoſite to the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity 
in a ſociety, and has a direct tendency to ſink à people 
into a profound ſtate of ignorance and irreligion ; and 
that, if we have an eye to our oem and poſterity's hap- 


pinefs (not only in this world, e e eee 


it is our duty to oppoſe ſuch a government: 


And further reſolved, That the Goprivingy dhe eblo- 


ties of their conftiturioniaf rights, may be fich com- 


pared to the diſmembering the natural - body, Wich 
will ſoon affect the heart; and it would be nothing un- 


expected for us t6 hear; that thoſe very perſons, who 


have been ſo active in robbing tho ooloties of-cheir con- 


ſtieutional / rights, have fo delivered? up the con- 
S 


m i? 
* N Ring: 8 Ju. vs 10 4 tand 2 i ad 
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2 Tbhbere- 
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tion, lurury, and groſs corruption of mind and morals, 
there is a loud call for. public hutnility, lamentings and 
reformation; and it is at this time erninentiy incumbent 


% 4 y ” La —_— . ” 9 
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ſociat duty of this people, to conſider of, and ſeck ways 


and means, for a ſpeedy redreſs of theſe mighty griev- 
andes and intolerable wrongs z and that for the obtain- 
ing of "this end, this people are warranted, by the Rus 

of God and nature, in the uſe of every rightful art and 
energy of policy; ſtratagem and force. 


* And while we . 


divine Providenee; and involved as this people are in 
heavy calamities, which daily increaſe in number and 
ſeverity, -it is highly becoming towns and individuals to 


humble- themſelves before Almighty God, ſeriouſly to 
commune with their own hearts, and ſeek carefully with 


tears; for” the canſes of the prevailing diſtreſſes of the 
land; and while it is apparent, chat priſtine piery and 
perity-of morals, have given place to infldelity, diſſipa - 


on one and all, to ſeek at the throne of the Great God 
for those ſpecial and rernarkable interpoſitions of divine 
Providence, grace and mercy, whicli have ſo often ſaved 


New England from both public and private diſtreſs and 


miſery: and as there is great reaſon to believe, that in 
paſt times we have too much depended upon the exer. 
tions of. worldly wiſdom and political devices, it be- 


comes us in our preſent melancholy ſituation, to rely no 


longer om un arm of fleſh, bur on the arms of that all- 
powerful God, who is able to unite the numerous inha- 
bitants of this extenſtve territory, as a band of brothers 
in one corminon cauſe who can eaſily give that true re- 


* 
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«Thardlore'refotred; That it is the firſt and higheſt 
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ſpirit, hich (hal fit us to endure temporal hardſhips for 


the- procurement of ſuture happineſs ; that ſpirit of valor 
and irreſiſtible. courage, which ſhall occaſion our aged 
and aur youth to jeopard their lives with joy, in the 
high places of the field, for his name and ſervice ſake, 
for the preſervation alſo of this goodly heritage of our 
fathers, for the ſake of the living children of our loins, 
and the unborn. millions of poſterit x. | 
We believe that there are very many, . 


days have kept their integrity and garments, unſpotted, 


heir ſake. God will not ſuffer this land, where the goſ- 


pel hath flouriſhed, to become a ſlave of the world; he 
will ſtir up witneſſes of the truth; and in his own time 


chem. In a ſimilar belief, that patriot of patriots the 
great Algernon Sidney lived and died, and dying breathed 
2 like ſentiment and prophecy, touching his own and 
the then approaching times, a prophecy d not 


⁊ccompliſhed until a glorious revolution. 


e. PRES f eee den town, wichour contra 
diction. | 
1 SYLvanus How, per order. 
Aae 860 over- looking in his ſpeech, 
che proceedings of the towns, has been induced by 
them to broach the diſpute about the ſupremacy of the 
parliament; and has fallen into the ſnare, which proba- 


bly ſome of the politicians laid for him, expecting to get 


che majority of the general court to declare againſt it. 
He deſigned to recommend himſelf to the miniſtry by 
abtaining a victory; — 


r aide — 


—_ 
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The council in their anſwer, ſaid, © The ſtamp-act Jan. 
wich ſome preceding and ſucceeding att of parliament, ”* 
the colonies to taxes without. their conſent, 
was the original cauſe of all the uneaſineſs that has hap- 
pened fince, and has occaſioned alſo an inquiry into the 
R nne 
made.“ | 
This was the truth. When the ſtamp⸗ act took place, 
te ſome" people, under the notion of zeal for liberty, 
ran into the moſt exceſſive licentiouſneſs, and were guilty 
in one place and another of the moſt lawleſs, unjuſt, and 


tyrannical proceedings; fuch as pulling down and de- 
ſtroying houſes, abuſing perſons, endangering men's 
Nane pet ers out of be Md of juſtice, pactiage 
many into great fear, all contrary to the laws of the 
province: but there was nothing of this kind before *.”” 
Let me add, that in all my reſearches, not an inſtance 
has occurred to me of the mob's having been the death 
of a ſingle individual, though they might have pro- 
ceeded to the moſt criminal lengths alſo, had they not 
been gratified or diverted from their purſuits. But be- 
fore that fatal act, there was not a more loyal, orderly, 
and peaceable people; than the Americans in general, 
through the whole Britiſh empire. All ranks and con- 
ditions gloried in their connection with Great Britain; 


e eee, een prawns Wr e N 
| in her proſperity, : 
f Toward che cloſe of their anfwer, che hoiiſs of afſern- 2 
| bly expreſſed a concern at their having been reduced by 
a the ſpeech to the unhappy alternative, either of appear- 
| 1 e eee neee. he güne 5 
n Vor. I. 8 ing 
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- 1 h to acquieſce in the governor's ſehti- 
ments as to the ſupremacy of | parliament, or of freely 

diſcuſſing, the point. The houſe. might be concerned; 
but the leaders were pleaſed with the opportunity. The 
governor replied; and the houſe in their rejoinder told 
him, „Although the colony may have ſubmitted /ub 
Alentio to ſome acts of parliament, that they conceived 
might operate for their beneſit, they did not conceive 
themſelves· bound by any of its acts, which they judged 
vould operate to the injury of individuals,” The peo- 
ple at · large believe, that the houſe has the beſt. of the 
argument, and are confirmed in n e en the 
claims of parliament. 1228 
The houſe voted the uſual ſalaries to ie judgrs of 
the ſuperior court early in the ſeſſion. The governor 
delayed giving his aſſent to the-grants ; which produced 
a meſſage to him requeſting his making known the dif- 
ficulty that prevented his aſſenting; to this it was an- 
ſwered, that he had received information, that his ma- 
jeſty had been pleaſed to order ſalaries to be allowed to 
the juſtices of the ſuperior courts, &c. By this anſwer 

Feb. the houſe gained the opportunity of ſending a ſecond 

meſſage, in which they expreſſed their reſentment at the 

many attempts made, effectually to render null and void 

- thoſe Clauſes in their charter, upon which the freedom 

of.-their' conſtitution depends; and faid that they were 

more and more convinced, that it had been theideſign 


of adminiſtration to introduce an arbitrary, government 
* into the province. They declared at the cloſe, their 
38 to- know, that the juſtices will utterly re- 
fuſe ever ta accept of ſupport in a manner ſo juſtly ob- 
aoxious, to the people of the province, it being repug- 
* * . , nant 
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nant co the charter, and utterly inconſiſtent with the 
ſafety of che rights, liberties, and properties of the peo- 
ple.“ To add the greater weight to their ſentiments, 
and make them the more regarded by all perſons, they 
came to ſeveral reſolves reſpecting the falaries and the Mar, 
judges: among the reſt,” that their dependence on the 3* 
ctown, eſpecially while they hold their commiſſions dur- 
ing ing" ples; tends to the ſubverſion of Juſtice and 
Equity, and to introduce oppreſſion and deſpotic power: 
and that while they hold during pleaſure, any who ſhall 
accept of and depend upon the pleaſure of the crown 
for his ſupport, independent of the grants of the general 
court, will diſcover that he is an enemy to the conſtitu- 
tion, and has it in his heart to promote the eſtabliſhment 


of an arbitrary government in the province.” 
The meaſures purſued e tide the Adagtic we 


Nee 


Nrn. 


. Auguſt To 177 
Funn G. | 


ou will receive from me, without further appli- 
8 cation, regular accounts of what is doing on this 

fide ſen Atlantic, in relation to the colonies. © © 
The burning of the Gafper ſchooner neat Providence, 
has given the chief riſe to . An act for the better ſe- | 
KD 2 curing 
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curing his majeſty's dock yards, magazines, ſhips, am- 
munition, and ſtores.” If the button of a marine's coat, 
the oar of a cutter's boat, or the head of à caſk be- 


| longing to the fleet, are included under the com- 


-  prehenſive term fores, then according to the act, a per- 
ſon wilfully and maliciouſly deſtroying, or aiding and 


aſſiſting in. deſtroying the ſame, is to ſuffer death on 
being convicted. But what will affect you more than 
all the reſt is, that the act is extended to the colonies, 
and ſubjects a perſon to a trial at the pleaſure of his ma- 
jeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, in any ſhire or county in 
Great Britain, Your own feelings will furniſh you with 
nme 


The e of the authority of beben we the 
only cauſe aſſigned by the miniſter himſelf, for retaining 
the tea duty, at the very time when he acknowledged it 
to be as anti- commercial a tax, as any of thoſe which 
he had repealed upon that principle. It now appears 
that government had ſomething more in contemplation. 

The Eaſt India Company, feeling the bad effects of 
the colonial ſmuggling trade (occaſioned by the retention 
of the duty] in the large quantities of tea which re- 
mained in their warehouſes unſold, requeſted the repeal 
of the three-pence per pound in America, and offered 
that, upon its being complied with, government ſhould 
retain ſix-pence in the pound on the exportation. Thus 
the company preſented the happieſt opportunity which 
could have offered, for honorably removing the cauſe of 
difference with America. Here was an opening for 
doing right, without infringing the claims on either ſido. 
The company aſked, and their ltuation required relief. 

| It 


\ 
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Ix could got be alleged, that it was done at the inſtance 
of American diſcontent. The miniſter was requeſted 


and intreated, by a gentleman of great weight in the 
company, and a member of parliament, to embrace the 
opportunity; but it has been rejected. New contri- 
vances have been ſet on foot to introduce the tea, at- 
tended with the three-penny duty, into all the colonies. 
Various intrigues and ſolicitations have been uſed to in- 
duce the chairman-and deputy chairman, to undertake 
| this raſh and fooliſh buſineſs. It has been proteſted 
againſt as contrary to the principles of the company's 
monopoly: but the power of miniſtry has. prevailed z 
and the inſignificant three-penny duty on tea is doomed 
to be the fatal bone of contention between Great Britain 
and America. A bill has been paſſed into an act, for May 
enabling the company to export their own teas; In con- 
ſequence of it, they have adopted the ſyſtem, and are 
become their own factors. They have come to a reſo- 
lution of ſending 600 cheſts of tea to Philadelphia, the 
rern 1 
deſigned for other places: ſeveral ſhips are accordingly 
 freighted: for different colonies, _—_— 
for the diſpoſal of the commodity. 
Thoda gende e waderizedy. confer. the: 
ſcheme. as calculated merely to circumvent. them into a 
compliance. with the revenue law, and thereby to open 
the door ſor an unlimited taxation; for if taxation can 
be eſtabliſned in this inſtance, it will be extended. to 
others. Conſequences will not fall ta convince the mi- 
niſter, that it would have been far more eligible to have 
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FON you — the American 
proceedings in reſpect to the teas. of the Eaſt- 
India Company; you muſt be Preſented with fore mat- 
ters of un earlier. date ty wm 


The Boſtonians perfiſted in diſeovering on every oc- 


1773. 
May caſion, à determined oppoſition to miniſterial-meaſures. 


Twelve days beſore the electiom day the town reſolved, 
« That if the council apply ſor Funeuil- all for to 
dine in on the anniverſary election day, the ſelect men 
halt were er ee eh eee ee 
tendants, nor the officers of che urmy and navy; ſtationed 
here fof the purpoſe of enforcitig vnconſttutional acts 
of pacliamietit"by" milirary enecutiong be iwied. It 
has been ati Sime kuſtom for the governor council, 
8 1 * 
een | * $856 
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E and octalionied t! 


an nen, er 
cen... eme Vl! ne: 
Whether the 0 Nene dur bo — as ” 
patriots ſay, or their own private letters might"or mi 
not lead to it the houſe of burgeſſes reſolved,” in - 
beginning-of March, to maintain an intertourſe with 
the ſiſter colonies. They therefore appointed a co. 
mittee of eleven « whoſe buſineſs it ſhould be 
to obtain the moſt early and authentic intelligence of all 
| ſuch acts undi reſolutions of the Britiſh parliament, or pro- | 
ceeding of alithihiſtration,” as may relate to vr affect the 
Britiſh colonies, and to keep up and mairitain a correſpoti- 
dente and bommunication with their fiftet colonies.” They 
then refolyed; . That their ſpeaker tranſmit to the ſpeakers 
of the Uifferentalſembtles their reſotutivys to de laid before 
| Res, and tequeſting their appointing cotnimit- 
ese Nothing could be more acceptable to the Maſſachi, 
/errraflernibly. It was the firſt particular buſineſs they en- May 
tered upon when they met. They came to ſeveral re- * 


bobs, and were bareful in the firſt to ſpeak highly in | 


praiſe of Virginia. They appointed à committee of 
fifteen merribers, and directed them to prepare a cir 
cular letter to the "ſpeakers, requeſting them ts y . 
ſame before their reſpective aſſemblies, in confidence 
that wey vllt oompty wich the wiſe and falurary refolves > 
of the "houſe of "burgeſſes of Virginia. ConeZicut, 
into fimilar meaſures: but the anſwer ordered by the 


F MA TAO Er ee 
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New Hampſtire afferebly,” to be given to the ſpeakers Wu 
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heir ſincerely joining them in every conſtitutional plan 

ſor ſecuring the rights of America. The inſtitution of 
theſe committees tends greatly to unite the colonies, and 
to render them more alert and formidable in reſiſting 
the encroachments of miniſtry, They by this mean 
become early prepared to meet new and unexpected oc- 
currences; and are drawn in to look upon themſelves as 
S ſafety, and publs-con- 
Cerns, MMI A e 

An event has hatwened. in the Maſſachuſetts, which 
has excited on the part of the people, the utmoſt indig- 
nation and animoſity z on the een 
others, the greateſt confuſion. 

The agent, Dr, Franklin, has by ſome 1 means yet.un- 
known, obtained and ſent over to Mr, Bawdoin, a num 
ber of letters, to be. communicated by him after peruſal, 
. to a few truſty gentlemen, viz... the honorable James 
Pitts, Mr, Thomas Cuſhing, Mr, Samuel Adams, Dr. 
Winthrop, Dr, Chauncy, and Dr. Cooper: it is added, 
._ they, are to be returned and put into the place whence 
they were taken. The letters are * 
ſon, And, Oliver, Ch, Paxton, Thomas Maffat, Robert 
 Auchmuty, Nath, Rogers, George Rome. Though they 
were partly private and confidential, they were deſigned 
to procure public coercive meaſures ; and tended: to in · 
cenſe the mother. country againſt, her calonies, and by 
the ſteps recommended, to widen the breach, which 
they have undoubtedly effected. Their contenta were 

ſubject of converſation and fhcitovs i inquiry: till at 


June length Mr, Sam, Adams acquainted, the aſſembiy, that 


he had perceiyed . the minds of the people to be greatly 
R with ee aer aft Kaan. of an ex- 
traordinary 
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had obtained certain letters, which with the conſent of 
the geritleman from whom he had received them, might - 
be read in the houſe under certain reſtrictions, namely, 
that the ſaid letters be neither” printed nor copied in 
whole or in part: the propoſal wag conſidered; and they 
vere read under the ſaid reſtrictions. A committee of 
the whole houſe afterward reported, . that the tendency 
and deſign of ſald letters was to overthrow the conſtitu- 
tion of this government, and to introduce arbitrary 
power into the province; eas 101, Nays 5. 
The reſtrictions under which the letters were com- 
municated, were invalidated by contrivance; and in a: 


323 
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18 


week's time, Mr. Hancock acquainted the houſe, that he Jane 


poſed were copies of the letters before the houſe, and 


| had received copies of certain letters, which he ſup- * 


moved that they might be compared. The next day, 10. 


one of à committee appointed to oonſider fome means! 
vhereby the houſe might be honorably and fully poſ- 
ſeſſed of the letters, reported, : That Mr. S. Adams: 
had acquainted him, that having converſed with the 
gentleman-from whom he received the letters, he was! 
authoriſed to inform the houſe, that the ſaid gentleman 
conſented (as he found that copies of ſaid letters wer 
already abroad, and had been publicly read) that the 
or make what uſe of them they pleaſed; relying on the 


goodneſs of the - houſe, that the original letters be re- 


turned, they retaining atteſted copies for their ſe.” 
Mr. S. Adams being called upon, declared the fame. 
At length the aſſembiy reſolved to petition the king to 
1¹ "> ; 
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June remove governor Hwchin/ou and lichtenant governor 
* Olruer for ever from the government of the province. 
32. They agreed alſo to furniſh the council with the original 
letters vpon the expreſs condition, that the board would 
8 — their hands, The 
che governor — ng his requiring the letters for 
examination, refuſed to deliver them into his hands, but 
ſent a committee ta open them before him, that he 
e eee 
was obliged to ſubmit, as well as to the mortification 
of acknowledging the ſignature. After which they re- 
ſolved, -* that the removal of the governor and lieute- 
nant cee 190 r en 1 
* S 4. 
The Boſton: committee i — — thin 
Sc the doings of the general court, 
.- incloſed the goyernor's letters and-alſo the reſolves of the 
houſe, in a ſpirited circular letter; and ſent them to the 
nicated to their reſpective towns,” 7 27 bo bo 
| The houſe of aſſembly in their, petitibn and ſremen- 
ſtranceito his majeſty, charged the governor and lieute- 
nant governor with being betrayers ofitheir truſts and 
of the: people they governed; and with giving private, 
partial, and falſe information; declared them enemies to 
che colony and, prayed for juſtice againſt them and for 
their ſpeedy removal. So prevalent was the reſentment, 
that theſe charges with mann others} were carried chrough 
by a majority of 82 to diener ya; 1595 
Lo enter nom upon the ſubjcct of the TEA.”. While 
TY . N # 27, : | | it 
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it was in parliament, letters from Britain inſinuated into 
the minds of the coloniſts, chat a play was laid to 
bring them into a ſnare ; that a noble reſiſtance: on This 
oocaſion would free them from the ſlavery intended for 
them that if this opportunity; vas loſt they would never 


the tea and the duty to be paid, they would rivet their 
own chains. The Britiſn merchants have been alarmed 
with the thought, of the loſſea which muſt neceſſarily 
accrue to themſelves from the-exportations of the com- 
pany, and from the ſales; going through che hands of 


conſignees ; and have contributed to the ſtrengthening 


clined; through their prevailing jealouſy at the reſerva- 


tion of the tea duty when the other duties were repealed. 


The united oppoſition of the colonies was to be ſecured; 
but the event was precarious. The Baſtamiant were. 
much ſuſpected by the ſons of liberty in the other pro- 
vinces, on account of the many goods which were im- 
ported into the town during the general non - importation 
agreement, and afterward -of the teas contrary to the 
agreement reſpecting that article. New York and Phila- 
delphia had kept to the agreement, and had run all the 
teas that cke market demanded: but there had been 


imported into Bfem from the beginning of 1768 to the 


end of laſt year, not Jeſs than 2714 cheſts, by more than 


a hundred different perſons. Mr. Hutchinſon and his 


ſons were conſiderable importers. It was evident that 
the body of merchants could not be depended upon. 
Mr. Thomas Raiſtin of Philadelphia being at Boſton, put 
er e uf u e eee aerger teas were 


of that reſiſtance to lch the people were already in- 
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expected, Will you engage that they ſhall not be land- 
605 Wb will pe n — pledged 
The — 7 — Alembled © 98 
mouſly entered into various reſolves, in which they cenſured 


che reſolution of the Eaſt India company to ſend out 


their tea to American ſubgect to the payment of duties 
on its being landed, as an open attempt to enforce the 
miniſterial plan, and a woſent attack upon the liberties 
of America; and declared it to be the duty of every 
American to oppoſe this attempt,” and that whoever 
ſnould directly or indirectiy countenance it, was an enemy 
to his country. They then fixed upon à committee to 
wait on the gentlemen reported to be appointed to re- 


Hhartons and Brown without making the leaſt difficulty; 
che other two not, till the treatment they met with (on 
appearing at the coffte-houſe)>for the: ſhuMing anſwer 
they had given, convinced them that it was not ſafe 
trifling with the public ohöĩ,ꝭͤ. Since this meeting, 


the Boſton ſons of liberty have aſſured by letter the ſons 


_ contriving« to unite the tea · ſmugglers, the merchants, 


of liberty at Philadelplua, that no tea hall be landed. 

At New York, when captain Sears and captain Men- 
gall heard that the tea-was-to be ſentꝭ they cancluded 
that an oppoſition to it was neceſſury, and agreed upon 


nne liberty. I eta 
ing and veriding the tea agrerable ta the wüniſterial plan, 
but ſnould remain concealed as the author. A few of 

— 222 Ne Fan thy: -; each 
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dach claſs-were called together, and the mode of oppo- 
ſition ſettled. Publications, tending to ſpread and in- 
creaſe the alarm of imminent danger to the liberties of 
for the arrival of the tea ſhips, the publication 
addrefſed to the — 4,95 commerce was 5* 
ſentment againſt all the - encouragers of de tea · plan. 
After ward written papers were ſtuck up at the coffee- l. 
houſe and other places, menacing deſtruction to any per 
fon who ſhould accept a commiſſion for the ſale of the 
Eaft India company's teas, or be an acceſſary. In ra- 
ther more than a week, there was publiſhed a paper 18. 
ſigned Legion, addreſſed to the ſtated pilots of the port, 
and all others whom it might concern, directing them 
how to proceed in reference to any tea ſhip, and requiring 
chem at their peril, to bring her no further than the 
Hook. In another paper, ſigned the Mobawks,. the tea 
ſhip is ſaid to be laden with fetters, forged for them in 
Great Britain, and every vengeance is denounced againſt 
all perſons, who dare in any manner to contribute to the 
introduction of theſe ' chains. In December, the Lan- 
don, captain Chambers, and the tea ſhip arrived on the 
ſame day ; the former came up directly to the wharf, 
the other remained at the Hook, and was watched till ſhe 
teturned, by a veſſel ſtationed there for the purpoſe. On 
agreeable to a former promiſe aſſured them, that they 
would neither receive nor ſell the tea, as it came hable 
to an American duty. Captain Chambers ventured to 
bring ſeventeen cheſts on a private account, which were 
os taken 


* 
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taken 
eee ee ie Me / Ha 


the com 
pany's ſhip- came to the wharf, ſhe would pro- 


bably have been 
burnt, for captain Sears and five others 


had determined 

upon it; and ebe ug 

— — ; = 
"7 0 "0 


At Philadelphia, ee eee wary 


| the 
ing the Delatoare pilots not to conduct any of the tea 


ſhips into harbour, as they were only ſent for the pur- 
| | ” they were 
poſe of enſlaving and poiſoning all the Americans; and 


at the | inly intimating, 
fame time plainly i ing, that it was — 


„ of the river, 
_—_ ti rſt, u dagen fu 
OE ſuch an imminent danger " 
3 obliged to 
appointments, —— — 


not 
to act in that capacity; and no other perſons daring 


to receive the cargoes conſigned to them, the captains 
| 

of the N — 

i ew Vork we Philadelphia ſhips, from theſe 
boy and the knowledge of the riſk they 
from the determined reſolution of the people, cle 


upon return 
ing directly to Great Britain, without en- 


tangling themſelves 
by any entry at the euſtom-houſes. 


But ĩt 

, mann ues in the Maſſachuſetts. 

SOT pieces, — — 
mutual intercourſe of committees . 


„ Uke. At ' 
length, ſome hundreds of the inhabitants of 


| P OS meet at Liberty- tree 
eee notification iſſued the day beſdde; . for 
hear the conſignees reſign and ſwear that they will re- 


ſhip any teas, that 
may by the Eaſt- 
OPT” them,” Tio a lg 
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noxious to the public by reaſon of their near and inti- 
mate connections with the governor, on whoſe ſupport 
they depend. They are not terrified into an appear- 


ance at the place propoſed; but meet together by 
t at che ſtore of Mr. Clark, who is one of them, 


in King ſtreet. A committee is appointed by the aſ- 
ſembly to wait upon them with a meſſage, to which they 


28 


pay no regard. The people, who attend the committee 


as ſpectators, upon this force open the doors of the ware 
houſe, and enter with great violence ; and then attempt 


back. The ſons of liberty not having ſucceeded in this Nor. 
procedure, a town- meeting of the freeholders and other 5+ 


inhabitants is called. A large number is collected; 


and it is agreed to adopt the reſolves of the citizens of 


Philadelphia. A committee is choſen-to wait upon the 


the town by letters, which, though decent, are the next 
day voted daringly- affronting, when the meeting is im- 
mediately diſſolved. Some of the ſons of liberty are 
fearful of puſhing the matter too far, leſt the town, and 
then the colony; ſhould be drawn into a quarrel with 
Great Britain. To ſuch it is ſaid, « It muſt come to 
a quarrel with Great Britain and the colony, ſooner or 
later; and if fo, what can be a better time than the 
preſent? Hundreds of years may paſs away before the 
parliament will make fuch a number of acts in violation 
of the Britiſh conſtitution as it has done of late years, 
and by which it has excited ſo formidable an oppoſition 
to the meaſures: of miniſtry; Beſide, the longer the 
conteſt, is delayed, - the more adminiſtration will be 


w ment 


conſignees, who decline complying with the requeſt of # 
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ment at home are increaſing their party here, by ſend- 
ing over young fellows to enjoy appointments, who 
tion ? By ſuch like means, and by multiplying poſts and 
places, and giving them to their'own friends, or apply- 


ing them to the corruption of their antagoniſts, they 


wilt increaſe their own force faſter in proportion than the 
force of the country party. will increaſe by population, 
If then we muſt quarrel, ere we can have our rights 
ſecured, now is the moſt eligible period. Our credit 
alſo is at ſtake; we muſt venture, and unleſs we do, we 


. *- ſhall be diſcarded by the ſons of liberty in the other co- 
| Jonies, whoſe aſſiſtance we may expect upon emergen- 


cies, in caſe they find us ſteady, reſolute and faithful.“ 
nne 64.4 

A new town-meeting is called, and a new committee 
zppointed: to/wait-upon/theiconſignees m6 know, whe- 


ther they will reſign their appointment; to which they 


anſwer, It is out of our power to comply with the re- 
queſt of the town.” This anſwer may be built upon 
folemn engagements not to reſign ; otherwiſe it is hard 
to conceive how it ſhould be more out of their power, 
than the power of the Philadelphia conſignees, who have 
reſigned fix weeks ago. It is a managed affair between 
them and the governor, who calls a council for advice 
upon meaſures proper for preſerving the peace, and for 
ſupporting the authority of government. While the 
council are debating, a petition of the conſignees is 
preſented, praying leave to reſign themſelves and the 
property committed to them, to his excellency and their 
honors as the guardians of the people. After debate 
the further conſideration is poſtponed to the 23d, then 


AU ERC AN KEvotoutfon. 
to the 27th, then to the 29th, "when the council make a 29. 


and adviſe his excellency to renew his orders to the juſ- 
tices and others, to exert themſelves for the ſecurity of 
his majeſty s ſubjects, the preſervation of peace and 
good order, and for preventing all offences againft the 
law. About this time the conſignees, conſiſting of the 
governor's ſons, couſins, and particular friends, remove 
to the caſtle for perſonal ſafety. The day before the 
laſt meeting of the council, captain Hall in the Dart. 
mouth, came to an anchor near the caſtle,” having on 
board one hundred and fourteen cheſts of tea; and on 
the day of their meeting, comes into the harbour. On 
the ſame day a notification is poſted up in all parts of 
the town, inviting every friend to his country to meet 
at nine o'clock,” to make a united reſiſtance to the moſt 
deſtructive meaſure of adminiſtration. The meeting of 
the people of Boſton and the neighbouring towns is con- 
tinued by adjournment to the next day, when it is de- 30. 
termined, that the tea ſhall be returned. Faneuil- hall 
being too ſmall for the aſſembly, they adjourn to the 
Old South Meeting-houſe, and confirm the former 
determination by voting, © that the tea ſhall not be 
landed, that no duty ſhall Wen and that it ſhall be 
ſent back in the ſame bottom.“ They further vote, 
« that Mr. Notes, the owner of the veſſel, be di- 
rected not to enter the tea at his peril, and that captain 
Hall be informed, at his peril not to ſuffer any of the tea 
to be landed.” 1 hey alſo. appoint a watch of twenty- 
five men to be à guard upon the Dartmouth, lying at 
Grifin's wharf. A letter is received from the conſignees, 


oltering 60 ies the teas till they can write and receive 
Vor. I. 3 further 
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"vids tet at Bhs Goon 
| leaf; the ſheriff, appears and begs leave to read a pro- 
clamation from the governor, which requires the people 
ſorthwick to ddiſperſe and to ſurceaſe all further proceed- 
ings. He is allowed to do it; and, vpon finiſhing, 
chere is a loud and general hiſs. The people afterward 
vote, that captain Bruce, on his arrival, do conform 

to the votes reſpecting Hall's veſſel; that no tea from 
Great Britain be landed or ſold till the act impoſing the 
duty is repealed; that the captain of the preſent watch 
. be deſired to make out a liſt for the next night, and fo 
on, until the veſſels leave the harbour ; that ſhould the 

watch be moleſted, the inhabitants be alarmed by the 
tolling of the bells at night, and the ringing of them in 

the day; that fix perſons be appointed to give notice to 
the: country towns, upon any important occaſion ; that 
every veſſel arriving with tea have a proper watch, and 
chat their brethren in the country be deſired to afford 
-- - their affiſtance on the firſt notice. They determine to 
carry their votes and reſolves into execution at the riſk 

of liſe and property; thank their brethren in the neigh- 
bouring towns, and then diſſolve the meeting. 

» After the diſſolution, the committee of correſpon- 
invite che like committees of the adjacent towns to join 
them; ſeveral do it; the whole jointly aſſume the di- 
rection of all that relates to the teas of the Eaſt India 
 cotnpatly. They keep 4 conſtant military watch of 
twenty-five men every night, generally with fire arms, 
GR INI being privately landed. The veſſels 
belonging to Ne ee ee r e 
r 875 


* 
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governor 
Laſie, to ſuffer no veſſel, coaſters excepted, to paſs the 
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The people of Boſton and the neighbouring towns, Dee. 


the Old South Meeting - houſe, and conclude upon or- 
dering Mr. Rotch to apply imtnecliately for a clearance 


. for his ſhip.” Mean while the governor receiving inti- 


mation that ſhe would be ſent to ſea, and that it might 


not be through the ordinary channel by the caſtle, ac- 
 quaints admiral Montague and defires him to take the 
proper precautions, on which the admiral orders the 
Active and King Fiſher to be fitted for ſea, and to fall 


likewiſe renews in writing his orders to colonel 


fortreſs from the town without a permit ſigned by him- 


ſelf. INS nn ee ee 
ſpecial occaſion. 


The aſſembly are acquainted, tharche en- 
not give Mr. Rotch a clearance, until the veſſel is dil- 


2 have agreed to act in concert with Boſton, meet at * 


charged of dutiable articles. Mr. Samuel! Phillips Su- 6. 


wage, of 'Wafton, is choſen moderator. The number 


aſſembled "from town and country is thought to be 
ſome thouſands, Upon the preſent criſis ſeveral gen- 


temen deliver their ſentiments ; and Mr. Jh Quincy 


jun. his to the following purpoſe . It is not, Mr. 
Moderator, the ſpirit chat vipors within theſe wills 
that muſt ftand us in ſtead. The exertions of this 


day will call forth events, which will tnake a very dif- 


ferent ſpirit neceſſary for our ſalvation. Whoever ſup- , 


poſes, that ſhouts and hoſannas will - terminate the trials 


| of the day, entertains a childiſh fahcy: We muſt be 
—  grolsly ignorant of the importance and value of the 
„ we muſt be equally igno- 

2 2 rant 
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rant of the power of thoſe who have combined againſt 
us; we muſt be blind to that malice, inveteracy, and 


_ inſatiable revenge, which actuate our enemies public 
and private, abroad and in our boſom, to hope that we 
mall end this controverſy without the ſharpeſt, the ſharpeſt 
-- conflicts—to/ flatter-ourſelves that popular reſolves, po- 
pular harangues, popular acclamations, and popular va- 


por, will vanquiſh our foes. - Let us conſider the iſſue. 


Let us look to the end. Let us weigh and conſider, 
| before we advance to thoſe meaſures, which muſt bring 


C —— 


ever law.” 


About three n che afternoon the queſtion is 
put, © will you abide by your former reſolutions with 
reſpect to not ſuffering the tea to. be landed ?” It paſſes 
in the affirmative, nem. con. 

Mr. Rotch is ordered to make ach and procure 


a paſs ſor his veſſel. He waits upon the governor at 


Milton, who offers to give him a letter to the admiral 


for protection, which he declines, fearing in that caſe 
the rage of the people, and being in no concern about 


his ſhip, as that is not the object of reſentment, but the 


tea. Hie intimates to the governor, that ſome of the 


| leaders of the people wiſh the ſhip to go down and be 
ſtopped at the caſtle, « for then they will be rid of the 
affair, and may ſay they have done all in their power.” | 
While Mr. Rotch is abſent, the ſpeakers in the meet- 


| ing keep the people rogether by engaging their attention 


till he returns, which is before fix o'clock, when he in- 


forms the body, that upon applying to the governor for 
a a paſs, he received for anſwer, „ cannot give you. a 
enn the laws aad y duty. to the king, 
abr 4 unleſs 
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houſe . Upon this there is a great deal of diſputing, 


when a perſon. diſguiſed" like an Indian, gives the war- 


whoop in the front gallery, where there are few if any 
beſides himſelf. Upon this ſignal it is moved and voted 
that the meeting be immediately diſſolded. The people 
crowd out and run in numbers to-' Griffin's wharf, | At 
the ſame inſtant, a number of perſons, chiefly maſters : 
of veſſels and ſhip-builders from the north end of the 
town, about ſeventeen, though judged to be many more 
as they run along, croſs Fort- hill, dreſſed as Indians, 
and repair to the tea ſhips; and in about two hours hoiſt 
out of them and break open 342 cheſts of tea, and 
diſcharge their contents into the ſalt water. They are 


not in the leaſt moleſted. The multitude of ſpectators 


upon and about the wharf, ſerves as a covering party. 
The whole buſineſs is conducted with very little tumult, 


and no damage done to the veſſels or any other pro- 
perty: irn een ee eee 
own towns and habitations. 

Pr to we deſtruction of dhe tea, bt ir 
2 brig, being the fourth and laſt veſſel on the Eaſt-India 
Company's account, was caſt aſhore at Cape Cod; and 
what tea was ſaved, has been conveyed to the caſtle. 


; 


3475. . 


The arrival of the tea-ſhips firſt at Boſton, the con- 0 


ſignees refuling-to reſign, though they had the example 
of others to induce them, and the governor's reſolution 
to pay no regard to the voice of the public, brought on 


the deſtruction of the tea. The ſons of liberty were 
ſenſible, that if it was landed and ſtored, it would ſome 


how or other obtain a ſale; and that the virtue of the 
N buying and uſing a commodity ta 


23 Which 
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which they were ſo attached from love and habit, was 


| too precarious a ground on which to riſk the ſalvation of 


their country. They have been obliged, but with the 
utmoſt reluctance, to venture upon a deſperate remedy. 
Many of their friends, who are not acquainted wich cir- 


 cuinſtances or do not attend to them, may be ready to 


cenſure them ſeverely. But had the tea been landed, 
the union of the colonics in oppoſing the miniſterial 


ſchemes would have been diſſolved; and it would have 


been extremely difficult ever aſter to have reſtored it. 


The fulfilment of their ſolemn declaration, that the tea 
ſhould not be landed, though in a way which would not 
have been choſen, had any other effeftual one offered, 
has ſecured them the good opinion. and confidence of 
their co-ꝶ in other parts. The governor has that 
influence with the conſignees, that he could undoubtedly 
have prevailed on them to refign ; but he has encouraged ' 
them to the contrary: and therefore what he has written, 
«It has been abſolutely out of my power to prevent 
the deſtruction of the tea, without conceding. to the un- 
reaſonable demands of a lawleſs ſet of men, and thereby 
giving government up and rendering myſelf obnoxious 
to my ſovereign,” will ſcarce be admitted-as a ſufficient 
Juſtification. Sovereigns themſelves, upon ſpecial emer- 
gencies, wiſely give place to the opinions and wiſhes of 
their ſubjects; but are often diſgraced and forced into 


difficulties, through the want of. like wiſdom in their 
repreſentatives. Had the governor given a paſs for the 


ſhip in the preſent inſtance, he would not have been 
viewed by conſiderate perſons, as breaking either the 
laws or. his oath. - Caſes offer, when ſtatute laws and 
oaths of office are required to give place to the ſupreme. 
LEN Ee X e 
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law of ſociety,” the ſaſety of the community. Had he 


looked back to the time of the ſtamp- act, he would 
probably have found many-precedents- of ſhips having 
permits from his predeceſſor in office, Sir Francis Ber- 
nard, to paſs the caſtle without being duly qualified for 
_ warit of ſtamps; and yet the granting them did not 


render Sir Francis obnoxious to his ſovereign. But the 


ment at home to be firm and perſevering ; this was a 


favorite topic on which he was often inſiſting; he him 
ſelf therefore could not think of yielding : and then he 
would not believe that the people were determined at-all 
adventures to perfect their engagements; but expected 
that when the critical moment came, they would deſiſt. 


| Whereas when that moment came, and the tea on board 


the Dartmouth, captain Hall, was in danger of being 
| ſeized and ſecured by the euftom-houſe officers, who 


might have been ſupported by admiral Montague, the 


ſons of liberty projected the deſtruction of it in che 


manner above related: and in order to make ſhort work 


of the whole buſineſs, and prevent their repeating the 
preceding formalities, they did not confine their opera- 


tions to the tea on board the Dartmouth, but extended 


them to the dens brought in ajerward by captains Brace 
and Cuffs 

Some expect that the deſtruction of the tea will iffue 
in the deſtruction of the charter, which will make the 


inhabitants of the colony furious beyond expreſſion. One 


gentleman, apprehenſive of the fatal conſequences that 


will follow upon the parliament's meddling with the 
charter, the great darling of the people, has written 


freely and fully upon the ſubject to > his correſpondent, 


1 an 
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firous of learning the real ſentiments of the more mode- 
rate party, and of ſuch as have not plunged themſelves 
into the politics of the day, has converſed with ſeveral 
of them; bur has diſcovered in them the warmeſt in- 
dignation and the higheſt reſentment at the thought of 
being deprived, of their charter. A major in the militia 

(whom Mr. Hutchinſon: honored with the commiſſion, 
| for his good conduct as foreman. of the jury on the trial 
of the ſoldiers for killing the perſons. on the 5th of 
March 1770) told him, ©: Sir, you know that I am a 
friend to government and wiſh to ſupport it; but if there 
is an attempt to take away our charter, I will fight up 
to my knees in blood in defence of it.” The gentle- 
man has perceived ſuch. a ſpirit to predominate. among 
all the people, that he has judged it right to communi- 
cate his knowledge to Sir Francis Bernard, and to ac- 
quaint him with his apprehenſions as to the fatal conſe- 
quences which will follow upon. the adoption of violent 
meaſures. He has written alſo to another friend upon 
the ſubject, in hope that the intelligence will get to the 
miniſtry, and prove beneficial to the public, by pre- 
venting harſh proceedings. At Charleſtown. the Caro- 
linzans have unloaded the tea, and ſtored it in cellars, 
where it cannot be uſed, and where it will finally periſh, 
Let me paſs from hence to relate the doings. of the 
Maſechuſtt aſſembly reſpecting the judges, which you 
will probably pronounce intemperate, 

The houſe being informed, that each of the — 
reſpſed to take more than one half of the ſum granted 
them the laſt year, which they conſidered as. implying 
on the ae of the e judges, a determination to accept of 


de 
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their ſupport from the crown, reſolved, That it is the 
incumbent duty of the judges explicitly to declare, 
whether they are determined to receive the grants of the 4 
general aſſembly or to accept of their ſupport from the 4 
crown; and their delaying any longer to let the public x 
little or no regard for the peace and welfare of the pro- | 
vince: and in ſuch caſe it will be the indiſpenſable duty - 1 
of the commons of this province to impeach them be- 1 
ſore the goyernor and council. Four of the judges, 177+ | 
in the beginning of February, acquainted the houſe that 
the general court, and not any part of the grant made 'M 
by the crown, and that they were determined {till to re- = 
ceive the grants of the general aſſembly z which was. | 
pronounced ſatisfactory. But the chief juſtice, Peter 
Oliver eſq;; ſent them a letter informing them, That. 
lince being upon the bench ſeventeen, years, he had ſuf- 
fered above three thouſand pounds ſterling ; that he had 
been encouraged. not to refign with the hope of a ſup-. 
port, hut had never been relieved; that he had taken 4 
his majeſty's grant from the gth of July 1772 to the 
Ich of January (1774, nnn = 
leave he dare not: refuſe it. Wy OR OT bh - 1 
The houſe reſolved, « That Peter Oliver hath, by his ur. þ 
conduct, proved himſelf an enemy to the conſtitution, of . 
this province, and is become. juſtly obnoxious to the, 
good people of it; that he ought to be removed from A 
the office of chief juſtice ; and that a remonſtrance and = 
petition/to the governor and council for his immediate | . 
Fee r 8 *| 
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* ment; in their 'own name and the name of all the in- 
habitants of the province, againſt the chief juſtice, His 
excelleney excepted to the - proceedings of the houſe as 
unconſtitutional; for which reaſon he n not e 

p gn 0 
They prepared articles er high crimes and miſde- 

| oy | meanors againſt the chief juſtice, to preſent to his ex- 
_ _ ſalary and hopes of augmentation muſt” have the effect 
of a continual bribe; and expoſe hin to a violation of 

his oath. His accepting hath betrayed the baſencſs of 

his heart and the tuft of covetouſneſs, in breach of his 
engagement to rely ſolely on the grants of che aſſembly, 
neceſfarily implied and involved in his accepting faid 
office. By receiving a grant out of the revenue unjuſtly 

© extorted from the American colonies, he hath, as far as 
lay in his power, put a ſanction on and eſtabliſhed the 

ſaid revenue, counter- acted the reaſonable ' petitions of 

the people to his majeſty, and in defance of the known 

ſenſe of the body of this people, hath 'wickedly endea- 
i . voured tw increaſe the diſcontent and Jedlouſies of this 
people and the grievance aforementioned.” 
It was reſolved, „ That the houſe have done all that 
in the capacity of repreſentatives can be done for the 
removal of Peter Oliver; and it muſt be preſumed, 
that the governor's refuſing to take any meaſures therein 

is becauſe he alſo receives his ſupport from the crown.” 
It is not to be thought, that the Teading gentlemen in 
theſe proceedings expected to obtain the removal of the 
chief juſtice : but by the help of them, they rendered 


Aunnte in n voervrten. 
kim and the governor more and more obnoxious to the 
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body of the people: added to the dignity and impo- 


tance of the houſe in the eyes of the repreſentatives, by 


placing them upon an apparent level with the houſe f 


commons in Britain; and preſerved the general ani- 


T nnn 


decline. 

The real, ne erolaicnts/of the rela natidte: 
may be deſtred; let me therefore mention, that theſe 
are divided in wiſh and opinion. The great body of 
them through the ſeveral colonies and even in this, aim 
at no more than the removal of all the innovations ſince 
the expiration of the war. They want to have. matters 
revert back to the ſtate in which they were when the 


peace commenced ; and to be fixed in that ſtate. They 


wiſh moſt ardently to continue in union with Great 
Britain; and abhor the thought of a ſeparation. They 
judge that it would be neither fafe nor beneficial; that 
it is infinitely more eligible to have the protection of 


and that no greater happineſs can be enjoyed by them, 
than a thorough reſtoration of harmony and affection 
between them and the parent ſtate, ſo as to obliterate 


the mother country, and to remain under her ſnadow; 


the remembrance of all paſt animoſity. But there are 


a few in this colony who hanker after independency, 
and will be likely to bend their whole influence for the 


obtaining of it, whenever there is the leaſt opening to 


encourage their efforts, At the head of theſe we muſt 
place Mr. Samuel Adams, who has long ſince ſaid in 
ſmall confidential companies. The country ſhall be 
independent, and we will be ſatisfied with nothing ſhort 
of it,” At one time his influence was ſmall, owing to 

defects 
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defets in pecuniary matters, eſpecially as collector of 
the taxes for Boſton, in which office he ſerved for years, 
He was accountable to the town for between one and 
two thouſand pounds; but a great part of it had never 
been gathered. What with not preſſing the payment of 
the taxes in time, as is too generally the caſe; not 
calling when the money happened to be ready and other 
| caſualties, no inconſiderable ſum was loft. - His neceſ. 
ſities probably '(for-he-appears to be addicted to no ex- 
travagances) urged him to ſupply himſelf, time after 
time, from the- caſh in hand, without attending to the 
accumulation of the balance againſt him, till called upon 

to ſettle. The town had ſeveral meetings upon the 
buſineſs ;-at length, by the exertion of his friends, a 
majority was obtained for the relinquiſiment of the de- 
mand upon him. Since his firſt election into the houſe 
in 1765, his influence has been gradually increaſing, 
until he has obtained a great aſcendency in directing the 
town of Boſton, and the houſe of repreſentatives, and 
conſequently the council. His abilities and policy will 
foſter the idea of independency, by the aids of thoſe 
very ſeverities the miniſtry may adopt, in order to com- 
pel the colonies into a ſubmiſſion to 1 
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Lond ly 2; 1774 
PHE ers fr nr the Mallachuſetts by De. 


Franklin haye produced a duel between Mr. 


WWhateley the banker, brother to the late ſecretary to the 


treaſury, and Jobm Temple eſq; in which the former was 


dangerouſly wounded. This has led the doctor to in- 
form the public, that both the gentlemen are totally 
ignorant and innocent, as to the tranſaction and its cir- 
he alone was the perſon whb obtained and tranſmitter 
to Boſton the letters in queſtion, and ſays— Mr. W. 


in his poſſeſſion; and for the ſame reaſon they could 
not be taken from him by Mr. T.” The doctor juſti- 
fies his own conduct, and concludes with telling the 
world, he * thought ir his duty to tranſmit them to his 


conſtituents.” - But if they were ſent over to be com- 


municated to a few confidential gentlemen only, inſtead 
of being addreſſed to the ſpeaker of the afſembly, or 


one of the committee appointed to correſpond with him, 


with orders to lay them before the houſe, how were they 
tranſmitted to bis conſtituents? There is ſomething 
myſterious in this' buſineſs, which it is apprehended will 
not bear a diſcovery at preſent. It is ſuſpected that the 
letters were procured out of ſome public office ; and that 


249 | 
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Mr. Temple is not ſo perfectly ignorant of all circum. 
ſtances as the doctor's language ſeems to expreſs. 
12 . The merits of the petition, preſented ſome time 280 
29. by the doctor as agent for the Maſſachuſetts, praying for 
the removal of the governor, came on to be heard be. 
\fore the privy council. It is reported, that Mr. / 
— —, wandering from the proper queſtion before their 
' - lordſhips, poured forth ſuch a torrent of virulent abuſe 
on Dr. Fraxklinas ſcarce ever before took place in judi. 
cial proceedings, His reproaches appeared to ſorne pre. 
ſent to be incompatible with the principles of law, truth, 
zuſtice, propriety and humanity. . And it was thought it 
would have redounded more to the honor of their lord- 
ſhips, had they ſeemed to enjoy leſs the laſhes which 
the doctor underwent ; and had they expreſſed their dil 
ſatisſaction by reducing the 'orator to the remembrance 
of the exalted characters before whom he uttered ſuch 
 Ianguage.' The petition was diſmiſſed, and the doctor 
is diſplaced from the office of deputy poſtmaſter genera 
for the colonies: The philoſopher may recolle& in 
privy council on the twenty-ninth of Janvary, and tak: 
ample revenge on Britiſh miniſters and courtiers. 
Mar. A meſſage from his majeſty, on account of the lit 
* difturbances in America, was preſented-to both houſe. 
Particular mention was made of the outrage committed 
by the people at Boſton. Matters are now brought io 
a criſa, and miniſtry are bent upon vigorous, ſpirit 
meaſures. .- To prevent oppoſition from the merchans 
the public papers were filled with writings on the ſubjcc! 
which painted the miſconduct of the colonies in ibe 
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Amerien could not long furvive the juſtice of Grea 


Britain. The minority members maintained, that the 


bill ſtood fimply as a proſeription of one of the greateſt 
trading towns in the Britiſh dominions*from the uſe of 
their port, and from all the commerce by which thou 
ſands obtained their bread.” Have we not (ſay they) 


given an extent of power to his majeſty to prevent the 


port of Boſton from ever being reinſtated; if the king 


ſhould think proper? A fine is laid ; the trade is pro- 
hibited until it is pad; and when the fine is paid, the 

town may be as far from recovering her trade as cver. 
The act provides, that the crown muſt have ſatisfaction, 
and that the laws of traile and revenue Mun be obeyed. 
There is a ſting in this. The act under pretence of an 
indemnity to the Eaſt India Company, is meant to en- 
force the ſubmiſſion to taxes. America” will ſee this; 
and the cauſe of Boſton will be made the cauſe of al 


the colonies, They are all as "guilty as Boſton. Not 


Mar. 
31. 


one has received the tea: ſome have deſtroyed it, others 
ſent it back. But all oppoſition was ineffectual; for 


The bill paſſed ; and was carried up to the houſe of 
lords, where it was warmly debated, 1 
of commons, EA 0 

It received the royal aſſent. 

The Boſton port- bill ne the c- 


ercive plan propoſed by miniſtry, A bill was ſoon 
N e e eee eee ee ee 
of the Maſſachuſetts- bay. The purport of it was, to 


alter the conſtitution of the province, to take the whole 


executive power out of the hands of the democratic 
part, and to veſt the nomination of counſellors, * 


6 
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and magiſtttites of all kinds, including ſheriffö, in the 
crown, and in ſome caſes in the king's' governor, and 
all to be removable at the pleaſure of the cron. 
In the debates it was aſked of miniſtry, whether the 
colonies already regulated nearly in the manner propoſed 
by the bill, were more ſubrniſſive to the right of tax» 
ation than the Maſſachuſetts. It was juſtly argued, that 
the difordet lay much deeper chan the forms of govern« 
ment; that . the people throughout the continent were 
univerſally diffatixfied ; and that che uneaſinefs and re- 

f fiftancewas no lefs in the royal governments than in any 
other. Mr. Bollaw again made an effort in favor of his 
mug; — PUP 59) 008 
prepured anvehr, withoux which, it as ad, te fee 
would be entirely defeRtive. . | 

Lord North” preſented the third bill de ler April 
tial adminiſtration of juſtice in the caſes f perſors *'* 
queſtioned for any acts done by them in the execution 
of the law, or for the ſuppreſion of riots and turnuks 
in the Maſetbaſetts-bay.” This bill provided, chat in 

_ caſe any perſun was indicted in that province for murder, 
or any other capital offence, and it ſhould appear to the 

governor that the fact was committed in the exerciſe 

or aid of magiſtracy, in ſuppreſſing. camnules and riots, 

and that a fair trial could not be had in the grovinte, he. 

ſhould ſend the perſon- fo indicted, &e. to amy other 
colony, or to Great Britain to be tried. The charge on 

both ſides was to be paid out of the cuſtotns. The mi- 

inſiſted that having no ſort of reaſon for impeaching the 

tribunals of America, the real intention was to ſer up 

Vor. I. , Aa EDS, a milj- 
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a military government, and to provide a virtual indem- 
- nity for all the murders and capital outrages which 
might be committed by the barbarous hands of autho- 
rity. From the impoſſibility of - proſecuting in Great 
ing out encoutagement ſor all kinds of lawleſs violence. 
Colonel Barre's ſpeech upon the occaſion commanded 
he attention of the whole houſe, and cloſed admirably, 


- - with “ Tou have changed your ground. Tou are 
outrages to the people of America, by ſubjecting them 
in effect, to military execution. Inſtead of ſending them 
the olive branch, you have ſent the naked word. By 
the olive branch, I mean a repeal of all the late laws, 
in a conſtitutional manner, and they will give it to the 
vrtmoſt of their ability. They never yet refuſed it, when 
acknowledgments of the zeal with which they have con- 
- tributed to the general neceſſities. of the ſtare, What 
 * nnaduneſs h that me, you'to attempt gbraining that 
by force, which you may more certainly procure by re- 
quiſition. They may be flattered into any thing, but 
they are too much like yourſelves to be driven. Have 
ſome indulgence for your own likeneſs ; reſpect their 
ſturdy Engliſh virtue; retract. your odious exertions of 
authority; and remember that the - firſt ſtep toward 
— making them contribute. to your nend 
r eee 2 
The publications of the htm 1 
. oppoſition, as having cloſed his ſpeech with 
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this day. I am ſorry to ſay, that not only the houſe 


has fallen into this error, but the people approve of the. . 


meaſure. The people, I am ſorry to ſay it, are miſſed. 
But a ſhort time will prove the evil tendency of this 


guin it is this,” It is much queſtioned hy many wWhe- 
ther the member did not miſtake in ſaying the people. 


The.Jame natives of Armerics,..who, peugjoned agtiplt ater 


the Boſton. port-bill, renewed their endeavours by a pe- 
tition againſt theſe two bills. It was pointed with an 
e ee 
the effects that theſe bills would produce in the place 
where they were intended to operate. It was admitted 
to lie on the table, and had no other notice taken of it. 
Both bills were oppoſed in the houſe of lords, and the 
minority entered on each a very ſtrong proteſt. On 
both however in each houſe, the number of the minority 
continued all along very low and inadequate. Mr. Bollex 


applied for a hearing in the houſe of lords upon the laſt 


bill, but was refuſed. He has ſtood up in defence of 
the rights and liberties of the Maſſachuſetts when no 
other of the numerous advocates of the colonies, out of 
parliament, have appeared to check the torrent of the 
molt griavoun:;peaceedungs againſt cher, an Uke manyens 
by their learning and fortitude. 

Upon the firſt of the two. bills, the proteſting lords 
Richmond, Portland, Abingdon, King, Effingham, Ponſonty, 
Rockingham, Abergavenny, Leinſter, Craven, and Fitzwil- 
liam, diſſented among other reaſons, © becauſe the de- 
finitive legal offence, by which a forfeiture of the charger 
Spe, W 
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thi-parties affected; neirher have” they been heurd in their 
own deferice—beexvfe all the judges are to be nominated, 
not by che ero wn, bur by the governor; and all, except the 
jbdges-of the ſuperiot court; are to be removable at his 
— ploalizs,- and/expteſbly-without the conſent of that very 
council,” Which is to be nominated by the king; the 
frethf® js made changeable by the governor and councih, 
1" oken and-for fuck purpoſes as they ſhall think cxpe- 
dient, hereby the governor and council are intruſted 
with powers, with which the Britiſh conſtitution has not 
truſted his majeſty-and privy couneil, and have the means 
of returning ſuch a fury in each particular cauſe, as may 
beſt ſuit with'the gratification of their paſſions and in- 
tereſts, w that the lives and properties of the fubje& ate 
pur into their hands without control.” The protefting 
port-aft, © that, une campled on the records of parlia- 
wert, it had been entered on the Journals of the houſe 
2 voted; "nemine Aſemienre, anct had been ſtated in the 
Aue ef de day, to Rave been ſent to the colonies, as 
without a diviſion in either hoofe, and thereſore 
eorrveying the uhcontroverted whiverſal ſenſe of the 
aon: and that an unfair advantage had been taken, 
an che finat queſtion for paſſing the penal bill, of the 
abſence. oß thoſe lords, who had debated it for ſeveral 
hoyrs, and ſtrongly diffented from: it on the ſecond read- 
ich, the perten on which ic is moſt abend to debate the 
principle of a bi. << XK lah 
On the ſecond bill, the prote ng vors Richmond, 
DT Na cer Craven, 
« becauſe the bill Amon ds a declaration, that the 
| 8 | houſe 
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houſe knows no means of retaining the colonies in due 
obedience, hut by an army rendered independent of the 


ordinary courſe of law in the place where they are em- 
ployedʒ becauſe the bill ſeems to be one of the many 
exptriments toward an introduction of ęſſential inno- 
vations into the government of the empire.” They ſaid 
1 The authority given by this bill to compel the tranſ- 
portation from America to Great Britain, of any num- 
ber af witmeſſes.at the pleaſure of the parties proſecuting 
and proſecuted, without. any regard to their age, 

health, circumſtances, buſineſs or duties, ſeems to ug 
extravagant in its principle, and ſo impracticable in its 
execution, as to confirm us further in our opinion of the 
C0 Mien I FAO 
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tired into the country. In this ſituation a bill was 5 
brought intp the bouſe of lords, & For making more oy. 


effectual proviſion for tlie government af che province 
of Nele. in North America.” Is paſſed through chat 
houſe. with little if any obſervation. When it came 
down. to the heuſe of commons, it met with a 
different reception. The-principal objeds-of the bal 
vere, do. aſcgrtain the. limits of the province, which were 
extemiad. far beyond what were ſettled as ſuch by. the 
kingsproclamation of 1764 to farm a legiflative.copn- 
cil for all the affairs of the province, except taxation, 
which council was m0 be appointed. by de crown, and 
the ohe te he held during pleaſure, and his majcſty's 
3 
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| 10 4 place in it—to eſtabliſh the French laws and a trial 
without j Jury in civil cafes, and the Engliſh laws, with 
trial by jury in criminal and to ſecure to the Roman 
Catholic clergy, except the regulars, the legal Enjoyment 
of their eſtates, and of their tythes from all who were 
of their own religion. The minority inſiſted, that the 
Proteſtant religion by this eſtabliſhment enjoyed at beſt 
no more than a toleration. "The popiſh clergy,” they 
faid, © have a legal parliamentary right to maintenance, 
the proteſtant clergy are left to the king's diſcretion. 
Why are not both pur at leaſt on an equal footing, and 
' a legal ſupport provided for both ?” The minority 
was uncommonly ſmall ; nevertheleſs, the bill produced 
much greater uneaſineſs and diſcontent out of doors 
than any of thoſe for puniſhing. the old coloties. The 
preſent policy of it is, among other things, to gain, 
through the influence of the prieſts, the affiftance of the 
laity in ſubjugating the other provinces. 
June It received the royal aſſent, when his majeſty went to 
22. the houſe at the cloſe of the ſeſſion; the buſineſs of which 
ET being ended, the miniſtry entertained the moſt ſanguine 
expectations, that the ſubmiſſion throughout America 
would be immediate, and that complete obedience and 
tranquillity would be ſecured. The ſpeech from the 
throne expreſſed ſimilar ſentiments. The triumphs and 
mutual con atjons of all who have ſupported the 
þ miniſterial plan, within doors and without, are unufually 
great. Theſe may be owing, not a little, to the af- | 
ſurances that governor Hutchinſon has repeatedly given 
to many, that if the parliament would but act with reſo- 
Jution, and adopt "ſpirited meafures, a ſpeedy ſubmiſ- 
A 
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is conſigned, in the firſt inſtance, to a warrant from the 
lord of the treaſury," for the purpoſe of penſioning judges 
during pleaſure, and the ſupport of à civil lift totally 
unlimited. The firſt lord of the treaſury, without con- 


trol of parliament, is therefore in actual poſſeſſion of 


the revenues of one American province, under the au- 
thority of an act of parliament, with no other obliga- 


tion expreſſed, than in general to defray the expences of 


the adminiſtration. of- juſtice, and to ſupport civil go- 
vernment. The reſidue, as in the tea- act, is to be re- 
ſerved. for the diſpoſal of parliament. The government 
of Quebec is, in truth, a legal parliamentary deſpotiſm 
committed into the hands of the crown andtits miniſter ; 
for the crown of Great Britain is conſtituted as abſolute 


fpot that ever exiſted in the world. Hence is inferred 
ee COR x ee Oy 
poſits the power 

— hag W n 8 
pointed · as the moſt proper perſon to ſee to the execu- 
tion of the laws, which have been paſſed reſpecting both 
the colony and its capital: when he has ſettled matters, 


of parliament, Mr. - Hutchinſon is to return and reſume 


35 
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in the province; under an act of parliament, as any de- | 


and eſtabliſhed order and due ſubmiſſion to the power 


the chart Thee laſt ſince his arrival, has been graci- 


ouſty received : his influence with miniſtry will continue, 
lll events convince them that they have been greatly 


miſtaken in relying upon his judgrnent on American 


ſubjefts. A commiſſion during pleaſure has paſſed the 
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ment was not thought df by Mr. Hutchinſon, He 
expected to have been intruſted with the execution of 
the miniſterial plan; and was: rather diſconcerted when 
he found it to be otherwiſe.) Before he left. the colony, 
he was preſented with a few addreſſes; one by a num- 
ber of gentlemen; conceived in very reſpectſul terms, 
but againſt which many others entered a: proteſt. Had 
he. applied himſelf vigorouſly and ſteadily, to the heal- 
ing of the breach between the colonies and the parent 
ftate, inſtead: of. calling upon miniſtry to foree ſubmiſ- 
fin, he' would have been a bleſſing, and had the love 
of all; but now it will be well, if he does not prove a 
NI ee eee gs ce ts 
lateſt poſterity. 


May hy . 


13 thought fromm appearances, that he had apprehenſions of 


- boing-ill-treated!-by-the  inhabitancs 3 but though they 
were highly incenſed at the port · bill, which they — | 
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juſt teceived they behaved toward him with the greateſt 
decency. He was complimented by the council, the 
gentlemen in the commiſſion of the peace, and others; 
and afterward {umptuouſly entertain ed. 


3G 


* 


The next day there was 4 numerous ton- meeting tei 


conſider the port: bill; when they reſolved, That dt ĩa 


the opinion of this town, that if, the other clonie 


come into a joim reſolution, to ſtop all importation from 
anil exportation to Great Britain, and evety part of the 
Weſt Indies, till che act be repealed; the ſame will prove 
the ſalvation of North America and her liberties ; and 
chat the impolity, injuſtice, inhumunity, and eruelty of 
the act, exceed all our powers of expreſſion: We theres 
fore leave it to the juſt cenſure of fathers, and appeabti 
God and the world.” Copieã of the act arrived in di. 
ferent parts ; were multiplied with incredible expeditions 
and circulated through the colonies; by which the whole 
country: was inflanied, In ſome places they were print 
ed upon mourning: paper with a black border, and tried 
about the ſtreets under the title of - a $arbarews;- <tuel, 
begdy and inbumam murder : in ochers, great bodies df 
the. people were called together by Advertiſement,” and 
the vbnexipus law. burned with great ſolemnity, ſimilar 


to Nhat was done in the tine of, che ſtampract. 1 
When the Baſton port · bill arrived at N ] Nek, 


captains Sears and M Dougall wrote to the committet 
at Boſton, aſſuring them of the ſupport of the Ne- 
Yorkers, The letter was publiſhed without their natöcs. 
The Yorkers would have fixed a cenſure upon thein, 
but could get no proof of theit being the writers. Cap- 
tains Sears and M Dougall called the people together 


by 6. publicnion..- Eber collected, and dier a vieler 


. '* © oppoſition 
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afreſh upon the ſubject. The tories were caught, for 
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oppoſition from the tories, who had brought their whole 


ſtrength upon the occaſion, a vote was obtained for ap. 


pointing a committee on account of the port- bill, which 
was to conſiſt of fiſty· one. The tories fearing the worſt, 
had provided a liſt ; but all liſts were taken off the table 
at Mr. Sears s motion, when nominations took place, 
and the number of whigs and tories was nearly equal. 
Mr. Sears got another added, which made the committee 
fiſty-two. The whigs in it inſiſted, that there muſt be 
a congreſs. The violence of captain Sears's temper, 


to fall in with the propoſal of one, rather than be expoſed 
to the dangers of a mob; but they eupected that they 


mittee, with a recommendation to them to appoint time 
and place. They approved of a congreſs, but declined 
making the appointments. The York committee con- 
fidered the anſwer; and it was carried, to write to them 


having agreed to the motion for a congreſs; they could 


not hinder it, by all cheir contrivances. You muſt ad- 


mit of my uſing for brevity ſake, the terms whiz and 
tory for the pros and con's on the ſubject of full redreſs 
to American grievances. When better can be met with, 
„„ eee 
in this manner by the liberty party. 

e e eee eee ben 


ſible, that the utmoſt delicacy and precaution, in the 


RR 


uſe of words and expreſſions, were requiſite in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of affairs; that ſo their enemies might not diſ- 
appoint them of that ſupport, for whieh they were to 


101: they 
* 
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they addreſſed on the head of the port-bill, and the'dif- 
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reſpect : they were careful to inſert in all cheir letters, 
« It is hoped that Boſton will be cafe ed as hen 


in the" Common cauſe.” 4 L-CS ID: $44 ESI] T6 
While theſe letters were eirculating, the period ar- 


rived for the meeting of a new generul court, ich aſ- 


ſembled at Boſton; when the ſervices of the election May 
day were catried on as tifual 3 but che hearts of many'*5- 


felt ſad with che apprehenſion iat ĩt would be the laſt of 
the kind; Their ſorebodings were increaſed, - by the 
number and characters of che elected counſellors whom 


buſineſs of the province; but gave them notice of their 


removal to Salem om the firſt of June in purſuance of 
the act. Learning that the houſe of aſſembly, to evade 


court to the ſeventh of June, then to meet at Sahm. 


cities, in different parts of the continent, concurred in 


founded, with a reſolution to oppoſe its effects in every 


manner, and to ſupport their diſtreſſed brethren, who 
were to be the immediate victims. At Philadelphia 4 


ſubſcription was ſet on foot for the ſupport of ſuch poor 


inhabitants of Boſton as ſhould be deprived of the means 
of ſubſiſtence by the operation of the act. The V- 


pinia houſe of burgeſſes appointed the firſt of June co 


be . 
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be ſet apart. as a day of faſting and humiliation, devoury 
w mplore the} divine interpoſition, For averting the 
| heavy; calamity; which threatened deſtruction to their 
cixil-rights, and che evils of a civil war; and for giving 
one heart and one mind to the people, firmly.to op- 
poſe every, injury to che American tights. This ocga- 
Loned their diſſolution, but before thy ſcparated, vighty- 
1 of the members entered into an aſſociation, in 
which they declared, ( That an attack made on one of 
dur ſiſter colonies, to compel ſubmiſſion to arbitrary 
men is an act made an all Braſh, America, and 
threstens ruin to the rights, of all, unleſs the united wil- 
3 dom of che whole be applied. They recommended 
| to che committee of correſpondence, tp, communicate 
| with the ſeveral committees. of che other provinces, on 
hes rare > os. deputies, from the dillc- 
| oalonies, to meet annually in general congreſs, to 
deliberate. on thoſe r 

of America might from titre ti time require. 
Jane Buſineſs was finiſhed at 7 9 
at twelve o clock at noon, and the harbour ſhut up againſt 
all veſſels bound thither ; and after the ſaurteenth nan 
ware ta be allowed 10 depart. The day was -devoutly 
kept at Wiliamſburgh in Virginia, 2s a day of faſting 
and humiliation. There was a ſolemn pauſte in tlie bu- 
ſneſe of Philadelphia. If we excepr,che Quakers, near 
nine-teaths of the citizens fhur up their houlgs ; and cle 
bells were rung muffled all the day. bes 
in ther places as 4 day of mourning, ' . 
The 2 — 
cording to adjournment, and a committee was zppoint- 


| NO COMET UII AL: 
Samuel 


of 3 


A_ 1111 GA REVO vr *. 


Nun unte belvec, that forne ef the comte 
vero ſor tmild meaſures, which he judged no ways (uit 
to che pheſent omergeney. He eonferred with Mr. N. 
i of Plymouth upon the” neceffity of giving into Ti. 
ried meiſures and then faid; Po you keep the com⸗ 
mitte in play; and J vill go and make a cates ® agaifft 
the evening; und do you meet me.“ Mr. S. Adärns 
ſecured a meeting of about five principal members of 
the houſe, at che time ſpecified ; and repeated his en- 


geavours againſt the next night; and fo as to the third; 


when they were more than thirty: the friends of admi- 
niſteation knew nothing of the matter. The popular 


. In pub WHY, 


ind found that they ſhould be able to carry their ſcheme 


oe b ee —— 
Boſton, The laſt anſwers much to what we ſtile parliamentecring or 


clettiancering. All my repeated applications to different gentlemen 
2 furniſhed me with a ſatisfactory account of -the origin of 
" Tt ſeemis to mean, a number of perſons, whether mote or leſs, 
ne ee proſecuting ſome ſcheme of 
policy, for carrying a fuvotite point. The word is dot of nova. in- 
vention. More than fifty years ago, Mr. Samuel Adams's father, ang 
twenty others, one ot two from the north end of the town, where all 
the ſhip buſineſs is carried on, uſed to meet, make a caucus, and 
their plan for introducing certain ' perſons into places of truſt 3 
power, When they had ſettled it, they ſeparated, and uſed each their 
particular influence within his own cirele. He and his friends would 
furniſh themſelyes with ballots, including the mass of the parties 
fixed upon, which they diſtributed on the days of election. By aRing 
in concert, together with a careful and extenſive diftribution of ballots, 
they generally cartied the elec ions to their own mind. Fn Ike manner it 


. upon 
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17. upon bringing the buſineſs forward. But before they 
went upon it, the door-keeper was ordered to let no 
one whatſoever in, and no one was to go out: however 

when the buſineſs opened, a miniſterial member pleaded 
; à call of nature, which is always regarded, and was al- 
| lowed to go out. He then ran to give information of 
what was doing, and a meſſenger was diſpatched to ge- 
neral Gage, who lived at ſome diſtance. The ſerretary 
was ſent off to diſſolve the general court; found the 
door faſtened ; knocked. for entrance, but was anſwered, 
| when they had finiſhed, they would let him in. As he 
F could obtain no entrance, he read the proclamation upon 
= | the ſteps leading to the repreſentatives chamber, in the 
hearing of ſeveral members and others on the outſide 
with him, and immediately after in the council, thus 
diſſolving the general court. The houſe, while ſitting 
_ with their doors ſhut, appointed Thomas Ciufhing, Sam! 
i Adams,” Robert Treat Pain, James Bowdoin, and Jobs 
Adams, eſqrs. as their committee to meet other com- 
| mittees, that might be convened the firſt of September 
5 at Philadelphia, voted them five hundred pounds lawful 
' - (ſeventy-five pounds ſterling each) and choſe a treaſurer. 
They recommended alſo to the ſeveral towns and diſ- 
tits, the railing the faid ſum, by equitable proportions, 
? according to the laſt provincial tax—a recommendation 
| which had all the force of a law. It was a triumph to 
many of the ſons of liberty, . 

r eee OI 
Sometime e 
near upon three hundred citizens of Philadelphia met 
and appointed a committee to write to Boſton, Their 
| letter 


AMERICAN /REVOLYTION. 


letter was temperate and firm. They acknowledged 
the difficulty of offering the inhabitants advice upon the 
fad octaſion that-exiſted ; wiſhed firſt to have the ſenſe 
of the province in general; and obſerved that all lenienc 
applications for obtaining redreſs ſhould be tried, before 
recourſe was had to extremities. | They remarked that 
it might perhaps be right to take the ſenſe of a general 
congreſs, before the deſperate meaſure of putting an 


1 
* 


entire ſtop to commerce was adopted; and that it might 


be right at any rate, to reſerve that meaſure as the laſt 
reſource when all other means had failed. They men- 
tioned, that if the malcing of reſtitution to the Eaſt India 
company for their teas would put an end to the unhappy 
controverſy,” and leave the people of Boſton upon their 
ancient footing of conſtitutional liberty, it could not ad- 
mit of a moment's doubt what part they ſhould take; 
but they added; it was not the value of the tea, it was 
the indefeaſible right of giving and granting their own 
money, a right from which they could never- recede, 
that was now the matter of conſideration. 


The importance and neceſſity of .a general congreſs 


was ſoon felt by every colony, ſo that the meaſure taken 


by che Maſlachuſercs was gradually adopted by the | 


others, 
Maryland, whoſe zeal in the cans of Sands ans 
400 had a meeting of the committees appointed by 


the ſeveral counties, at the city of Annapolis, who June 
elected five deputies for that province, © to attend a 


general congreſs, at ſuch time and place as may be agreed 
on; to effect one general plan of conduct, operating 
on the commercial connection of the colonies with the 

* | mother 
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| e fr th gde aue 
dee erer e 
This meeting dorarienced e 
ſon df Gepodes ) and conſidering the diſtance of Salem 
from Annapolis, eunnot be aſcribed to the tranſaction 
of the Maſſachuſetts aſſembly on the ſeventeenth ; be- 
fide, it appears from the words af ſucb time and place a; 
may be agreed on, that the committees did not know, 
that the Maſſachuſetts effembly had mentioned the con- 
vening of a general congreſs on the ar September 
fun = ag wt 
When the opinion of this Boſton wotiinerting, re- 
ſpeRting a joint reſolution of the colonies to ſtop all im- 
portation and exportation till the port- bill was repealed, 
arfived in South Carolina ; it was preſented to a number 
def che ptineipal gentlemen in Charleſtown. © The mode 
propoſed was thought to be of too much conſequence to 
be adopted without the univerſal conſent of the people. 
It was-therefore determined to requeſt a meeting of the 
inhabitants. That this might be as general as poſlible, 
circular letters were ſent by EINER 1 and 
diſtrict within the colony. 


Joly 2 altibft wry Glee 'of Sour 


Carolina met at Charleſtown. The proceedings of par- 
lament againft Boſton and the Maſſuchuſetts- bay were 
Aiſtinctiy related to this convention of the people; on 
which, without one diſſenting voice, they came into va- 
rious reſolutions. Among others they reſolved, „That 
five gentlemen be appointed deputies on the behalf of 
this colony, to meet che deputies of the ſeveral colonies 
in North America in general congreſs, to conſider the 
1 lately paſſed, and bills depending in parliament, with 

3 regard 


— 
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regard to the port of Boſton and province of Maſſachu- 


ſetts, alſo the grievances under which America labors, 
with full power and authority, in behalf of us and our 
conſtituents, to concert, and effectually to proſecute, 
ſuch legal meaſures (by which we for ourſelves and them 
moſt: ſolemnly engage to abide) as in the opinion of the 
ſaid deputies, and of the deputies ſo to be aſſembled, 
ſhall be moſt likely to obtain a repeal of the ſaid acts, 
and a redreſs. of theſe grievances.” That, while the 
oppreſſive acts relative to Boſton are enforced, we will 
cheerfully, from time to time, contribute toward the re- 


lief of ſuch perſons there, whoſe unfortunate circum- 


ſtances may be thought to ſtand in need of moſt aſſiſt- 


ance —FTbat a committee of ninety-nine perſons be 


now appointed, to act as a general committee, to cor- 


reſpond with the committees of the other colonies, and 
to do all matters and things neceſſary to carry the reſo- 


lutions into execution; and that any twenty-one of them 
met together, may proceed oben eit power, to 


continue till the next general meeting. 


The appointment of the abovementioned e : 


369 


was recogniſed, ratified and confirmed by the houſe of 


aſſembly, at their next ſeſſion, on the ſecond of Auguſt, 
The Connecticut houſe of repreſentatives, in expec- 


tation of the event during their receſs, empowered a 


committee of nine, in caſe a congreſs of commiſſioners 
from the ſeveral colonies ſhould be convened, to meet 
and chooſe delegates to ſerve for that colony, and to cor- 
reſpond with other committees. - Mr. Silas Deane was 
of the committee, and being ambitious of going to con- 


greſs, ſchemed their meeting at New London, (inſtead - 


of Hartford) where through the influence of a mot.; 


Vor. I, \ _ worthy 
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13. worthy father-in-law, his own policy, and his own vote, 
he obtained a majority of ane, and became one of the 
four Connecticut delegates, though not viewed by thoſe 
who know him moſt, as a perſon of the greateſt inte- 
grity, or the trueſt patriotiſm. 


Ae u petiüen ened by ner — 
dred freeholders was preſented to Mr. Penn, the gover- 


nor, entreating him to call a general aſſembly as ſoon as 
poſſible. This requeſt being refuſed, the province pro- 
ceeded to the election of deputies, who ſoon after met 
at Philadelphia: - The reſolutions paſſed at this meeting, 

+ carry the marks of cool and temperate deliberation, as 
well as affoction to the mother country, more than thoſe 
= af many others; and are at the fame time equally firm 

in the determination of ſupporting the colonial rights. 
Ins chem the deputies ſet out with the ſtrongeſt pro- 
feſſions of duty and allegiance, and expreſs their abhor- 
= rence-of every idea of an unconſtitutional independence 
| on the parent ſtate, and the moſt ardent wiſhes for a re- 
= ſtoration of the former harmony. They reprobate in 
4 the ſtrongeſt terms the act and bills relative to the Ma. 
= ſachuſetts-bay, and declare that they conſider their bre- 
thren at Boſton, as ſuffering in the common cauſe. They 
inſiſt upon the abſolute neceſſity of a congreſs to con- 
ſalt together and form a general plan of conduct for all 
1 the colonies. They acknowledge, that a ſuſpenſion of 
the commerce of that large trading province with Great 
4 Britain, will greatly diſtreſs multitudes of their induſ- 
trious inhabitants, but pronounce themſelves ready to 
offer that ſacrifice, and much greater, for the preſerva- 
tion of their liberties ; hoyever, they expreſs their deſire, 
that- congreſs-will firſt try the gentle mode of ſtating 
VII Jig 4 | 6. | * their 
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their grievances, and making a firm and decent claim 
of redreſs. They conclude with declaring, that that 
province will break off all commercial intercourſe what- 
ſoever, with any town, city or colony, and individuals 
in them, who ſhall refuſe, or neglect to adopt and carry 
into execution, eee ee 


in the congreſs. 
| They did not undertake to appoint the Ae 


a, A 


51 


but left it to the Pennſylvania aflcrnibly, who ou after 22. 


fixed upon ſeven gentlemen. 

At a meeting of delegates, from the different counties 
in Virginia, at William/burgh, beſide the warmeſt profef-. 
fions of allegiance and loyalty, and ſeveral reſolutions 
in common with the other colonies, they paſſed others, 
which, conſidering the circumſtances of the colony, with 
its immediate dependence on the mother country for 
the diſpoſal of its only ſtaple commodity, muſt be con- 
ſidered as very deſerving of attention, "becauſe ſtrongly 
indicating the. true ſpirit of that people. They reſolved 
not to purchaſe any more ſlaves from Africa, the Weſt 
Indies, or any other place; that their non-importation 
agreement ſhould take place on the firſt of the follow- 
ing November, and that if the American grievances 


were not redreſſed by the tenth of Auguſt 1775, they 


would export after chat time, no tobacco, nor any other 
goods whatever to Great Britain. They recommended 


che cultivation of ſuch articles of huſbandry, inſtead of 


tobacco, as might form a proper baſis for manufactures 
of all ſorts; and particularly, the improvement of the 
breed of ſheep, the multiplying of them, and the kill- 


WI SY hr PORN" They choſe as delegares to ge- Aug. 
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neral congreſs, . Peyton. Randolph, Richard Henry Les, 
George Waſhington, Patrick Henry, Richard Bland, Ben- 
jomin Harriſen, and Edmund Pendleton, elqrs. 

At Newport in Rhode Ifland, an animating paper 
was circulated, with the motto JOIN ox DIE. The 


n and as a direct 

hoſtile invaſion of all the colonies. The generals of 

_ © deſpotiſin (it ſays) are now drawing the lines of circuni- 
vallation around our bulwarks of liberty, and nothing 

| burt unity, reſolution and perſeverance, can fave ourſelves 
= and poſterity from what is worſe than death—Slavery.” 
The general aſſembly of the colony choſe two deputies 
| to repreſent the colony in a general congreſs ; who were 
10. legally authorized for that ſervice, under the hand and 

ſeal of the governor. 

All the other colonies, 838 to South 
Carolina incluſively, adopted the meaſure of electing re- 
preſentatives to meet in general congreſs. 

To judge aright of the preſent alarming ſtate of affairs, 
you mult obſerve, that it does not ariſe from the diſ- 
content of a turbulent or oppreſſed nobility or gentry, 

ſo chat by bringing over a few of the leaders, the reſt 

Will follow of courſe, or perſiſt only to their ruin: nor 
does it depend upon the reſolution or perſeverance of a 
body of merchants and dealers, ſo that every man, ha- 

\ |  bitually ſtudious of his immediate intereſt, will tremble 
| . at the thought of thoſe conſequences which may eſſen- 
_ -- tially. affect it: nor will a ſew lucrative jobs or con- 
= tracts ſplit the coloniſts into numberleſs factions. On 
the contrary, the great force of the oppoſition conſiſts 

in the lan LEN throughout America. The-Britiſh 

andy in-this continent, are, in general, and more eſpe- 

| cially 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 33 
cially in the New England colonies, the Jerfies, and in 
part of New York and Pennſylvania, portioned out in 
ſuch freeholds as afford that mediocrity of condition to 
the poſſeſſors, which is ſufficient to raiſe ſtrong bodies 
and vigorous minds; but ſeldom that ſuperabundance. 
which proves ſo fatal to both, in old and refined coun- 
tries. The American freeholders, from many circum- 
ſtances, are more enthuſiaſtic lovers of liberty, than ever 
were the Engliſh yeomanry. The body of them are 
too bold to be deſpiſed without danger, and now that 
they are united too numerous to be bribed. Human 
nature being the ſame in every quarter of the globe, had 
moderation inſtead of compulſion been employed, ſeve- 
ral who are at preſent zealous leaders, might have been 
ſecured, and miniſtry (in colonies of ſuch different man- 
ners intereſts and principles, and on theſe accounts 
ſtrongly inclined to variance with each other) might have 
carried many points which they will now find it difficult 
or impoſſible to do, ſince they have united them, by 
evidencing a deſign of ſubjugating each to a mode of 
government, to which all without e ee are ma 
in the higheſt degree. 

The Boſton committee of correſpondence received the 
moſt encouraging anſwers to their letters; and were aſ- 
ſured that the town of Boſton was conſidered as fuffermg 
in the common cauſe. They had more than the ſtrongeſt 
expreſſions to conſole them, they had the ſubſtantial evi- 
dence of facts. Miniſtry promiſed themſelves: mighty 
advantages from making Salem the ſeat of government, 

with the privilege of an open port, while the neigh- 
bouring one, in itſelf of much greater conſequence, was 
ſhut, But. the merchants. and frecholders of che town 

| | Bb 3 | diſco- 


* 
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diſcovered a moſt noble ſpirit, which will prove a fore 
diſappointment to them. If it was expected, that in- 
curable envy, jealouſy and animoſity, would be excited 
between the two towns, and that the refractory capital 
being abandoned and left alone to ruminate upon her 
farlorn ſituation, would ſoon be reclaimed and brought 
to a full ſenſe of her duty; the very reverſe will mortify. 

2 The day after the diſſolution of the general court, the 
merchants and freeholders of Salem preſented an addreſs 
to che governor, and in it expreſſed the moſt generous 
ſentiments. They ſaid, © We are moſt deeply afflicted 
with a ſenſe of our public calamities ; but the miſeries 
that are now rapidly haſtening on our brethren in the ca- 
pital of this province, greatly excite our commiſeration, 
and we hope your excellency will uſe your endeavours 
to prevent a further accumulation of evils, on that al- 
read ſorely diſtreſſed people.” —* By ſhutting up the 
part of Boſton, ſome imagine that the courſe of trade 

might be turned hither and to our benefit; but nature 

in the formation of. our harbour, forbids 'our becoming 
rivals in commerce with that convenient mart. And 

Here it otherwiſe, we muſt be dead to every idea of jul- 

tice; and Joſt to all feelings of humanity, could we in- 

dulge one thought to ſeize on wealth, and raiſe our for- 
tunes on the ruin of our ſuffering ne: qhbours.“ The 
governar was treated with the higheſt reſpect, and men- 
tion was made of their hoping much, from his general 
chatactet, as well as from his wiſdom and mildneſs in 
another command. They expreſſed the ſtrongeſt at- 


tachment to the mother country, the deepeſt concern 
ſor the preſent unhappy troubles, and the moſt fervent 
Te ea en omar ren 
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-which they were willing to ſaerifice every tung compa- 
tible with the ſafery and dighity of Britiſi ſubjects. 
MMarlrbeud, a ſea- port, about three miles from Salem, 
and equally far with the laſt from Boſton, but a town of tio 
great trade, being engaged-chiefly in the 'cod-fiſhery, 
_ teſtified its regard and conipaſſion for the capital, hy 
letting the ſuffering merchants have the fret uſe of its 
 wharfs and ſtores. Its inhabitants offered alſo to attend 
the lading and unlading of their goods, and to tranſact 
eee, eee eee Arab nip 
our putting chem to the ſmalleſt expence: R 

The pity and reſentment of the country 8 
were excited by obſervations publiſhed on the Boſton 
port- bill. "Thoſe of Mr. Jofeb Quincy, jun. were moſt 
generally read and admired. He obſerved The Boſ- 
ton port · bill condemns a whole town uhheard, nay, un- 


7 5 


cited to anſwer; involves thouſands in ruin and miſery, 


without ſuggeſtion of any crime by them committed; 
and is ſo conſtituted, that enormous pains and penalties 
muſt enſue, notwithſtanding the moſt perfect obedience 
to its injunctions. The deſtruction of the tea which 
took place without any illegal procedure of the town, 
is the only alleged ground of conſigning thouſands of 
its inhabitants to ruin, miſery and deſpair. Thoſe 
charged with the rhoſt aggravated crimes, are not pu- 
niſhable, till arraigned before diſintereſted judges; heard 
in their own defence, and found guilty of che charge, 
But here a whole people are accuſed ;/ proſecured by they 
know not whom; tried they know not when; proved 
gvilty they know not how; and ſentenced-ro ſuffer ine. 
vitable ruin · Their hard fate eunnot be averted by the 
wolt ſervile ſubmmon, the moſt implicit obedience to 
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. this ſtatute. Their firſt intimation of it was on the 
tenth of May, and it took place the firſt of June, 
chence to continue in full force, till it ſhall ſufficiently ap- 
pear to his majeſty, that full ſatisfaction hath been made 
dy or in behalf of the inhabitants of Boſton, to the Eaſt 
India company, for the damage ſuſtained by the de- 
ſtruction of their tea; and until it ſhall be certified to 
. his majeſty, by the governor or. lieutenant governor of 
to the officers of che revenue and others, for the riots 
and inſurrection mentioned in it. So ſhort a ſpace is 
given for ſtaying the torrent of threatened evils, that the 
ſubject though exerting his utmoſt energy, muſt be 
- overwhelmed, and driven to madneſs by terms of deli- 
verance which deny relief till his ruin is inevitable. 
Others ſaid, © Had puniſhment been only threatened, 
had it been in our own option, whether we would ſub- 
mit or ſuffer, the reaſon for complaint would have been 
leſs. But without previous warning in the propoſal of 
any terms that might have prevented the coming of evil 
upon us, it is inflifted with ineffable vengeance ; ſo that 
ſhould we ſervilely ſubmit to all required, we muſt not- 
withſtanding ſuffer almoſt total ruin. The conditions 
upon which alone our ſufferings are to be removed, far 
ſtom being fixed with preciſion, are ſo looſe and inde- 
.termiinate, that a governor may perpetuate them during 
his political exiſtence, the king in council not being 
enabled to open the port without his certificate, The 
wharfs and landing places in Boſton, which are the pro- 
perty of pumerous individuals, are as to the uſe of them 
hands; and put into the-king's, to be diſpoſed of at his 
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- Two wharfs indeed are to be opened again, 


when 3 ſhall think proper; but the reſidue 
are for ever interdicted the exerciſe of commerce.“ 

The rough drafts of the bills * for the better regu- 
lating of the government of the Maſſachuſetts-bay ;” and 
« for the impartial adminiſtration ' of juſtice in it,” as 
well as of that for quartering the troops in America,” 
upon their arrival at Boſton, were inſtantly circulated 
through the continent, and filled up whatever was be- 


fore wanting, of violence and indignation in moſt of 


the colonies. Even thoſe who were moderate or ſeem- 
ed wavering, now became reſolute and reſentful. No- 
thing was to be heard of, but meetings and reſolutions. 


Liberal contributions for the relief of the diſtreſſed Boſ- 


tiſed. Numberleſs letters were written from diſtricts, 
towns and provinces, to the people of Boſton, in which, 
beſides every expreſſion of ſympathy and tenderneſs, 
they were commended for their paſt conduct, and ſtrongly 
exhorted to a perſeverance in that virtue, which had 
brought on their ſufferings. It was in vain, that the 
friends of government attended a town meeting, and 


attempted to paſs reſolutions for the payment of the tea, 


and for diſſolving the committee of correſpohdence: 
they found themſelves loſt in a prodigious majority, 
and had no other reſource than drawing up a proteſt 
againſt the proceedings of that body. The Boſton com- 
mittee of correſpondence apprehended themſelves fo fixed 
in the good opinion of the public, that they ventured 
eee eee n md t 
r 
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- Gendinl-Gape was; $6 aldewiod at the idea of 2 fm 
Teague and covenant, that he iſſued a ſtrong proclamation 
agaihſt it, ſtiling it an unlawful, hoſtile; and traiterous 
combination. He charged all magiſtrates to apprehend 
and ſecure for trial, ſuch as ſhould have any ſhare in 


aiding or abetting the foregoing or any ſimilar covenant. 


The charge was needleſs ; for the engagement was ſo un- 


guardedly expreſſed, and fo extremely inſnaring, that 
it was ſeverely cenſured by many of the beſt and warmeſt 
ſons of liberty, in and about Boſton, who refuſed to 


ꝑ ive it ſupport ; ſo that, however it might be venerated 


out of the colony, it funk into obſcurity at home; and 
changed its form into one that was leſs exceptionable, 
and yet equally well calculated to ſtop the trade with 
Great Britain, and that accorded with thoſe entered into 
about the ſame time, in various parts of the continent, 
without any previous concert with each other, any more 
than with Boſton. The coincidence of ſentiments and 
"meaſures, given into by individuals, and aſſemblies 
larger and ſmaller, in the ſeveral and moſt diſtant colo- 
nies, without any previous contrivance, has been fo re- 


markable, that perſons, the furtheſt removed from ſu- 


perſtition, have. inclined to aſcribe it to a ſpecial pro- 
vidence of God. They have been ſeemingly actuated 
by one and the ſame ſpirit, nearly at the ſame inſtant. 
When letters have been diſpatched from Boſton to fel- 


_ low-patriots afar, aſking or giving advice; letters from 


theſe have been upon the road, giving or aſking the 
very advice which was wanted the like in other mat- 
ters. Not that there is a uniformity in all points through 
the continent. The people may be divided into two 


great claſſes. One is for * headlong into the 
greateſt 
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greateſt extremities, without waiting till other meaſures 
are tried, or receiving the general ſcuſe of the colonies; 
and though eager for holding a congreſs, would leave it 
nothing to do, but to proſecute the violences which they 
have began. The other is averſe to violent meaſures, 
till all other means are ineffectually tried. They wiſh 
further applications to be made to Britain, and the griev- 
ances they complain of, with the rights which they claim, 
to be cleatly ſtated and properly preſented, This, they 
ſay, can be effectually done only by a general congreſs. 
There is a third party, who are friends to the Britiſh 
adminiſtration, or rather who do not totally diſapprove 
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of its meaſures; but their voice is ſo low, that except 


in a few particular places, it can ſcarcely be diſtinguiſh» 
ed. The friends to colonial rights have a great advati- 
tage over them, not only from the goodneſs of their 
cauſe, but their poſſeſſing moſt of the preſſes on the 
continent, Theſe are chiefly in the hands of the whigs, 
and news-papers publiſhing eſſays and other compoli- 
tions, againſt the prevailing opinions of the people, have 
not a univerſal fpread, and cannot prove ſo profitable 
to the proprietors, as thoſe on the other ſide of the queſ- 
tion, The command, which the ſons of liberty have of 


the preſs, gives them the ſuperiority in point of influ- 


e eee 
tions of the day. | 

As the Boſtowy port-bill prohibits all water-crriage, 
beſide ſhutting up the port, the merchants are under 


the neceſſity of adopting the expenſive mode of bringing 


their goods from Salem or Marblehead, all the way 
round, through Cambridge and Roxbuty, to Boſton. 
Had they been allowed to bring them xo Charleſtown. by 
oh | land, 
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land, and thence to croſs them over by water, they would ! 


have ſaved a fourth of the way. Burt it is pleaſing to 
obſerve what trade is going forward, notwithſtanding 
the embarraſſments with which it is clogged. Boſton is 
exhibiting a ſcene of patience, fortitude and perſeverance, 
which will make them renowned in hiſtory. Though 
liberal contributions have been made, are raiſing, and 
will be raiſed, for the ſuccour of ſufferers; yet it may 


de eaſily conceived, that in a town containing ſeveral 


thouſand inhabitants, who have ſubſiſted chiefly by com- 
merce, and the various kinds of buſineſs ſubſervient to 
it, and where the maintenance of many families depends 
merely upon locality, the cutting off of that grand ſource 
of their employment and ſubſiſtence, muſt occaſion great 
diſtreſſes notwithſtanding every relief. Even the rich 
are not exempt from the general calamity, as a very 
conſiderable part of their property conſiſts in wharf, 
warehouſes, ſtores, and thoſe numerous erections, which 
are deſtined to the purpoſes n 


no longer profitable. 


rte ende ut large have been for ſometime prepar- 
an their rights with the point of the ſword. 
They ſee, that they are either to be terrified, or driven 
into ſubmiſſion, by an armed force; and are for pro- 
viding againſt both. The countrymen, in returning 


from Boſton, are daily bringing out guns, knapſacks, 


&c. » Every one appears deſirous of being well accou- 
tred. They have arms in general, the militia law re- 
quiring it of all within a certain age. Note They are 
fond of ſhooting, are accuſtomed to it from early liſe, 
and are ſpecial markſmen. They are perfeting them - 
ſelves in their exerciſe. Handling the muſket and train- 
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ing, are the faſhionable amuſements of the male inha- 
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bitants, While the females encourage them to proceed; 
The ſound of drums and fifes is conſtantly ſaluting your 


thers and ſiſters, lovers, the young and the old, ſeem 
poſſeſſed of, or rather to be poſſeſſed by a martial ſpirit, 


and are fired with an enthuſiaſtic zeal for liberty. In 


moſt places, but particularly in Berkfire and Warcefer 


counties, where the influence of government was ſuppoſed. 


to prevail moſt, nothing is to be ſeen or heard of, ex- 
cept the- purchaſing of arms and ammunition, the caſt- 
ing of balls, and the making of all - thoſe preparations, 
which wiki che; maſt. eee dynget; Oe 
mined reſiſtance. | 

The eee eee 
be placed chiefly to the account of the two bills “ for 
regulating the government of the Maſſachuſetts, 
and & the impartial - adminiſtration of juſtice in it. 
Theſe bills have propoſed ſo thorough a change in the 
ciril and religious liberties of towns and individuals, 
that they view themſelves as intentionally deprived of 
every privilege, and reduced to the neceſſity of fighting 


for all they hold dear to them. It is of the utmoſt con- 


ſequence that juries ſhould not be packed. The accuſ- 
tomed mode of electing them is excellent, but liable 
to abuſe, and there © may have been inſtances wherein 


perſons who have no regard to religion and to divine re- 


velation, have been really picked up to ſerve a turn v.“ 
But this will not juſtify that moſt execrable alteration: 
of leaving it in the power of the governor and council, 
Grough the aid of the ſheriff, to obtain ſuch a jury in 


* The Rev, Mg. Whitney's Diſcourſe 
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each cauſe, as may beſt ſir their paſſions and: intereſh, 
whereby the hves and properties of the n ave put 
into their hands without control . 

It is alſo to be enacted, by the regulating bill, that 
er eee eee there ſhall be no town- 
meetings, without the leave of the governor or licute. 
nant governor in writing, expreſſing the ſpecial buſineſs 
of ſuch meetings, firſt obtained, except the annual meet- 


ings in March for the choice of ſele&men, conſtables 


aud other officers; and in May for the election of re- 


Preſentatives, and meetings to fill up the offices afore- 


faid on death or removal ; and that no other matter ſhall 
be treated of at fuch meetings, except che election of 
aforeſaid officers or repreſentatives, nor at any other 
meeting except the buſineſs expreſſed in the leave given. 
A e PO NATIONS have "ic 
invented. 

R . The ſelect- 
men by cheir own authority, or upon the application of 
a certain number of townſmen, iſſue a warrant for the 
calling of a toun- meeting. The warrant mentions the 
buſineſs to be engaged in, and no other can be legally 
executed. The inhabitants are warned to attend; and 


they that are preſent, though not a quarter or tenth of 


the whole, have a right to proceed. They chooſe a pre- 
ſident by the name of Moderator, who regulates the 
proceedings of the meeting. Each individual has an 
equal liberty df delivering his opinion, and is not liable 
to be ſilenced or browbeaten by a richer or greater town!- 
man chan himſelf. Every freeman or freeholder, as the 
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een bert w odtnibine” together, in What wanne 


pe: ] ces "of religion; and Whertfore 
Vit this infertipn"as an Intended inſult. With the new 


* — — N a liſt of 36 new coutifellors, 


who'agretuble o we new regulations, have been ap- 


Pdnited by cht crown, contrary to the method preſcribed 


Vy' the charter! About twenty four of the gentlemen 


Hite uteptell, 6 that chert K a” —— — 


Ses 


on the "bufineſs"bf government. But 

ue tolitts of Juditatute ur Boſton are ſuſpended, for 
the grand fe to take the oaths, and to act un- 
Aer new-Judifes "Ind Tews. The petit jurors decline 
Wag e e f Pt Gb, ehh Mee im 
Pechied by a lutte Honorable houſe of commons of the 
and uf the judges of the' ſuperior court being 
Upon the crown. Not only fo, but the 
e er oe 
tle to act in any manner under the new regulations; 
9 prin to court have fqund it neceſſary to 
Ikiigwledge their contrition in the publit papers, for 
hin the warrancs by which the juries were fummones, 
an got only to declare that they will nor aft ſo again, 
r Ar Great 
* ae a Barrington 


in large bodies; and filled the court - houſe and avemun6 
in ſuch à manner, that neither judge nor oſicer could = 
btein entmner; and upon the ſheriff's /commantling 
them to make way for the court, they: apfwirad, (We 
know nd court, nor any ather eſtabliſtiment, indepey- * 
dent of the ancient laws and uſages of our a. tt 
© man der — K — 
„5 I 4 I e en Ji 
= — — 
dem br hand- bills ſummoned co meet on 
Wedneſday the twenty - fourth, to canſider on meaſures 
for oppoſing the execution of divers late aRy off parkia- 
went. The day prececimg che intended / meeting; "the 23. 
governor, who relides within a ſew miles ofthe place; ptb- 
liſhed a proclamation prohibuing all perſoss from attend- 
ing. The proclarnation being diſregarded, a company 
af ſoldiers mere ordered into town to diſperſe the meei- 
ing : but before they got to it, che buſineſd was finiſhed, 
and che inhabitants withdrawn. Threę ofthe gentle- 
B pear ©1116 Mu 
court, and ſo were diſcharged. | 
The proceedirigs — ant heir manifeſt 
diſpoſitions have alarmed the general, who has taught 
ir neceſſary-for the fafery ofthe troops, 45 well as tog. 
at the-neck;- which affords-the only cammunicatian, ex- 
cept by water,” between the ton and che continent. 
—— —— — 
bee en bend Helen c . a nine, 2 
| Ce 2 termined, 
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| termined, but "conſiderate ſon of liberty, cooled and 
modlerated the temper of his neighbours. 
ble Brettlr eſa; frequently" an clecbecl counſellor 
under the charter, having given a hint to the governor 
to ſecure” the provincial ammunition, he ſent two com- 
Sepe. -panies of ſoldiers acroſs the river long before day break, 
* [who poſſeſſed themſelves of the powder in che arſenal at 
\Charleſtown.” The news circulated apace, and in the 
morning the inhabitants of the neighbouring towns, to 
che amount” of ſeveral thouſands, aſſembled at Cam- 
bridge; moſtly in arms. They proceeded to the leute- 

numt governor Oliver's houſe, and to the houſes of ſeve- 
rif of the new counſellors, and of others who they thought 
had ſhowm thermſelves unfriendly to the Some 
of che counſellors were obliged 0 reſign, and to declare 
they would no more act under, what are pronounced the 
arbitrary laws lately enacted. It was with difficulty that 
ce multitude wus reſtrained from marching directiy to 
 Boftori, were .o demand à delivery of the pouder, and 
in caſt of refuſal to attack the troops. This collection 
of people; and the confuflon neceſſarily attending their 
ranſaftions, gave riſe to à rumor; that the fleet and 
"troops were firing upon che town of Bolton, which flew 
with amazing rapidity cen, New England; and in 
leſs than' 24 hours after, after, there were between 30 and 
45,000 men in arms, forheficwhorn ennrched om. 20 
to 30 miles terne Boten bettre ey were Undecoived. 
Thi report and che Eirure of che powder; rouſed the 
inhabitants in the other eblonies beyond New England, 
ſo that they immedjatdy begun leurnimg the military ex- 
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other riſings in the calony as obliged. more of the new 
council to reſign or to flee to Boſton; whither, by thy: 
cloſe of the month, the commiſſioners, the cuſtom-houſe 
officers, and all who have made themſelves particularly 
obnoxious, by taking an active and decided part againſt 
the country, repaired ſor protection. Thus is the ſeat 


3s 


of government at Salem abandoned, and the apparatus 


of a cuſtam-houſe removed to a place, which an act of 
— proſcribed from all trade. Ma 

About this time the goyernor's company of cadets, 
conſiſting of Boſton gentlemen, diſbanded themſelves, 
and returned him the ſtandard he preſented to them upon 
his arrival. This ſlight was owing to his taking away 
the commiſſion from Mr. Hancock, who was colonel of 
the corps. '« But Mr. John Murray, a colonel of the mi · 
litia, having accepted a ſeat in the new council, twenty- 
four officers, of his regiment reſigned their commiſſions 
in one day. Such is the prevailing ſpirit, that all perſons 
accepting offices under the new laws, or preparing to act 
in conformity to them, are declared enemies e 
r and threatened accordingl y. 

The ſeixing of the powder, and the withholding from 
e ee what is lodged in the magazine o 


pairing and manning the fottification at the entrance of 
the town, have occaſioned the holding an aſſembly of 
delegates from the ſeveral. towns. and diſtricts in the 
county of Suffolk, of which Boſton is the county town. 


province to either or any part of the late acts, but chat 
_ be rejected as the attempts of a wicked. ad- 
Cc 3 miniſtration 


After a moſt ſpirited- preamble, they reſolved among 9. 


3 kur uts TAT OY fie). 
mirnſtration & enſlave America That ſo long as the 
jeflices are appointed or hold their places, by any other 
refivire than that which the charter and the laws of the 

province direct, they muſt be conſidered as unconſtitu- 

tional officers, and as ſuch no regard ought to be paid 
to thei” by the people of this country: That if the 

Juſtices ſhall Gt and act during their preſent diſqualified 

ſtate,” this coutity will bear harmleſs all ſheriffs, jurors 

and other officers, who ſhall refuſe to carry into execu- 
tion the drders of ſuid courts : That it be recom- 
mended” to the collectors of taxes and all other officers, 
wh6\-have public monies in their hands, to retain the 
ſame and not to make any payment thereof to the pro- 
the province is placed upon a conſtitutional foundation, 
or it ſhall be-orherwiſe ordered by the propoſed provin- 
cialicongrefs That the ' perſons, who have accepted 
feats at the woundeil board, by virtue of a mandamus from 
the king, have; afted/ in a direct violation of the duty 
they owe to their dountry; chis county do recommend 
it to all, who have ſo highly offended, and have not al- 
rewdy reſigned, to make publie reſignation on or before 

e v0th of this inſtant September; all, refuſing fo to 

dds, Mall after ſaid day, be conſidered by this oounty as 

&titate and incorrigible enemies to this country. 

Thut the fortifications begun and now carrying on upon 

Bilton neck, gives us reaſon to apprehend ſome hoſtile 

ſiceention againſt that ton: That the late act eſtabliſn- 

ing we Roman Catholic religion in Quebec, is dangerous 
in un Extreme degree w the Proteftant religion, and to the 

N cht und Wborties of all America: That whereas 

er erben a ee denden dar they ſhall 
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make an eaſy prey of this numerous brave people, from, 
an apprehenſion that they are unacquainted with military 
_ diſciplinez, we therefore, for the honor and * 5 8 
this county and province adviſe, that ſuch perſons 
elected in each town as officers in the militia, 

ye ne ey 
themſelves. the inflexible friends do the rights of the. 
people, and chat the inhabitants do uſe their urmoſt dili- 
gence to acquaint themſelyes with the art of war, and, 
do for that purpoſe appear under arms at leaſt once every 
r 
the part of Britain, we are determined to act merely, 
upon the. defenſive ſo long as ſuch conduct may be vin 
dicated by reaſon and the principles of {clf-prelervation, 


* 


aq 


but no longer — That as we underſtand it has been in 


contemplation to apprehend ſundry. perſons of this 
county, we do recommend, ſhould fuch meaſure be put 
in practice, nemme 
ſent government throughout the province, until the per 
ſons o apprehended be reſtored ynjnjured —Thar we 
recommend to all perſons, not to engage in any routes, 
riots, or licentious attacks upon the properties of any 


perſon. whatſoever, as being ſubverſive of all order and 


government; but by a ſteady, manly, uniform, and per- 
ſevering oppoſition, to convince our enemies, that in a 
conteſt ſo important, in a caſe ſo ſolemn, our conduct 
ſhall be ſuch as to merit the approbation of the wiſe, 
and the admiration of the brave and free of every age 


and of every. country. They, then drew up an addreſs 


to the goyernor, and voted. that Dr. Joſeph Warren (a 
phyſician, an amiable geptleman, who, wiſhes for a rg- 
nations. — the colonies ad. me Fe 

4 C0 4 | upon 
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pon 4 redreſs of grievances, and aims not at indepen. 
eee eee walt on his ex- 
cellehicy, to inform him how the county is alarmed, and 
to remonſtrate againſt the fortifications making on the 
neck, and the repeated infults offered by the ſoldiery, 
to perſons paſſing and repaſſing into Boſton, and to con- 
fer with him on thoſe ſubjects. The governor was 
waited upon to know if he would receive the committee 
with the addreſs ; but deſiring a private copy of it, that 
when he received them, he might be ready with a pre- 
pared anſwer, he was furniſhed with it, and afterward 
fixed on Monday the 12th for receiving the committee. 
The doings of the county delegates, and a copy of the 
addreſs to the governor have been ſent off by expreſs to 
the general congreſs now” met at Philadelphia. On the 
Monday, when the commirtee had delivered the addreſs 
of the county, he anfwered to it, I have no intention 
to prevent the free egreſs and regreſs of any perſon to 
and from che town of Boſton. I ſhall ſuffer none under 
my command to injure” the perſon or property of any 
of his majeſty's ſubjects; but it is my duty to preſerve 
the peace, and to prevent ſurpriſe ; and no'uſe will be 
made of the cannon, unleſs the hoſtile proceedings of 
the people ſhall rehder it neceſſary.” The patriots are 
waiting” earneſtly for the opinion of congreſs on the 
Suffolk reſolves, in hopes that they will be approved of; 
and if ſo, they will go on with greater reſolution and 
courage; for they will conſider ſuch approbation as a 
declaration, that the colony will be ſupported by con- 
greſs, in caſe hoſtilities are neceſſary for the preſervation 
n "Brig 20d 
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Mr. Quincy is upon the point of failing for Britain, at 


— — Be ſo obliging as to 
a proper attention to him: you will be pleaſed at 
dalng him ſo intelligent a gentleman, and may rely 
upon his information. Shall keep the letter open, that 
unn — 
be ſorwarded. GN 
P. 8. — ibercy we in high ſpirits. The 
Suffolk reſolves were before congreſs on Saturday moriy- 
ing, the 17th," and were conſidered; after which it was 
reſolved unanimouſly, © That this aſſembly deeply feels. 
the ſuffering of their countrymen in the Maſſachuſetts 
bay, under the operation of the late unjuſt, cruel, and 


 oppreflive acts of the Britiſo parliament —That they 


moſt thoroughly approve the wifdom and fortitude with 


which oppoſition to theſe wicked minifterial meafures has 


to their brethren,” a perſeverance in the ſame firm and 


temperate conduct as expreſſed in the reſolutions deter- 
mined upon, at a meeting of the delegates for the 


county of Suffolk, on Tueſday the 6th inftant, (that was 


the day of their firſt meeting, but they did not finiſh 


till the gth) truſting that the effect of the united effort: 


of Ner th America in their behalf, will carry ſuch con- 
viction to the Britiſh nation, of the unwiſe, unjuſt, and 
ruinous policy of the preſent adminiſtration, as quickly 
to introduce better men and wiſer meaſures :—* Reſolved 
wanimonſly, That contributions from all the colonies for 


ſupplying the neceſſities, and alleviating the diſtreſſes of 


our brethren at Boſton, ought to be continued, in ſuch 
manner, and ſo long n 
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Pk meaſures purfacd by 8 - A 
ſubjecting America to parliamentary authority in 
ns fon 
New. Hampſhire to South Carolina incluſively, into a 
Se Many on che fide of government fla- 
tered themſelves, that the event would never exiſt. They 


had, no ſmall ground ſor it, conſidering that ſeveral of 


the, colomes claſh in their particular intereſts; have been 


1 frequently quarrelling about boundaries and other mat- 


ters; differ greatly in manners, cuſtoms, religion and 
conſtitutions ; and haye local prejudices, jealouſies and 
averſions. But they have been preſſed by a common 


danger, threatening the moſt valuable rights of each in- 


dividual province, ſo that they have all elected delegates 
to meet in a general congreſs to conſult in what way to 
obtain a redreſs of grievances, and ward off the im- 
pending ruin. The miniſterial influence in New York 
has not prevailed as was expected, to keep that colony 


| from joining the others. Great dependence was had 


Sept. 


5. 


upon their monied men; but the cauſe of liberty was 
too popular, and the numbers that eſpouſed it too many 
and too independent, either to be bribed. or overawed. 

The delegates being arriveg, at Philadelphia, from all 
the colonies except North e Ae in go 
1-44 pa congreſs 
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congreſs, and proceeged to the choice of a preſident; 
Mr. Gharles Thom/on was unanimouſly choſen ſecretary. 
They teſolved, that * in determining: queſtions; each 
colony ſhall have one vote. Before they engaged in 


ny ſpecial buſineſs, the North Carolina delegates joined 


them. The number of the whole when together, is 
fifty two beſide the preſident. The fuſt important ſer . 
vice wherein they engaged, you have had an account oi 
in the preceding, poſtſcript. In their ſubſequent refolu- 


tions they declared, -* That if the late acts of parliamennoa. 
hall be atteiiipies-t'be caritd:intb execution — 


in ſuch caſe all America ought to ſupport the inkabirgats 
of the Mafſachuſetts-bay in their oppoſition:— That if 

de ſound abſolutely neceſſary to remove the 

Boſton into the country, all America ought to contribute 
thereby ſuſtain And that every perſon, who ſhall ac- 
cept, 'or act under any commiſſion or-authority-derived 
from the act of parliament, changing the form of govern- 
ment and violating the charter, ought to be held in de. 


teſtation. They have written a letter to general Gage, 10. 


in which they expreſs the deepeſt concern at his pro- 
ceeding in a manner that bore ſo hoſtile an appearance, 


and which even the opprefſive acts of parliament did not 


warrant, - They repreſent the tendency this conduct muſt 


have to irritate and force the people, hitherto well- 
diſpoſed to peaceable meaſures; into hoſtilities, which 
may prevent the endeavours: of congreſs to reſtore a good 
underftanding-with che parent ſtate, and may involve us 
in the horrors of @ civil u They expreſs their hope, 
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vent any further invaſions of private property, reſtrain 
the irregularities of the ſoldiers, and givt orders that 
2 ay 
open, unmoleſted and free. A 

1-'The general in his anſwer d . No eroops hae 
given leſs cauſe for complaint; and greater care was ne- 
ver taken to prevent itʒ and ſuch care and attention was 


1 and ſoldiers. — 


— ern is 10 ſtill.“ 1 This -afertio 


with ardently wiſh, that the common enemies to 
both countries may ſee, to their diſappointment, that 
cdqeſe diſputes between the mother country and the co- 


muy appear perfectly juſt to a military gentleman ; but 
may be otherwiſe thought of by one in à civil depart- 
ment, who means that the entrance into à town ſhould 
have neither guards nor ſentinels, either to ſtop or chal- 
Jenge paſſengers, whether by night or by day. The 
general intimated, that the hoſtile preparations throvgh- 
out the country, and the menaces of blood and ſlaughter 
made it his duty to fortify the neck. He concluded 


lonies, have terminated like the quarrels of lovers, and 
increaſed the e er un e — 
other.“ 475486 
The congreſs timed a een af ig 
(colltaibed unn a number of 'reſolves}to which, bey 
fay, the Engliſh colonies of North America are entitled 
by che immutable laws of nature, che principles of the 
pasta. In the firſt of theſe are life, bberty and proper: 
1 „ tf 
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whatever.” They mention, that their anceſtors; at the 
time of their emigration, were entitled to all the rights, 


C 
- 


liberties and immunities of free and natural  born-fub- 


jects, within the realm of England ; and: that by foch 
emigration they by no means forfeited; ſurrendered ur 
loſt any of thoſe rights; but that they were, and thear 
deſcendants now are, entitled to the enjoyment oi all 
— a their local and other nen 


—— Engliſh liberty, and of all — 
ment, is a right in che people to participate in their do- 


giſlatire council and proceed: to ſhow, that aa the co 


preſented in the Britiſn parliament, they are entitled to 
2 free and excluſive power of legiſlation. in their ſeveral 
provincial legiſlatures, where their right of repreſenta- 
tion can-alone. be preſerved, in all caſes of taxation and 
internal policy, ſubject only to the negative of their ſove- 
reign, in ſuch manner as had heretofore been uſed. mim 
Io qualify the entent of this paragraph, which may 
ſcem to leave no means of parliamentary interference, 
for holding the colonies to the mother country, they der 
clare, that, from the neceſſity of the caſe; and a regard 
to the mutual intereſts of both countries, they cheer- 
parliament as are, bona fide, reſtrained to the regulation 
of their external commerce, for the purpoſe of ſecuring 


the commercial advantages of the whole ernpire dor tha 


— —————— 
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-internat or external, external, forr:raifirig! a::revenue- on the ſub 
Jette in America vthout their conſent; 1 
©; They reſolved· That the reſpestive colonies are en- 
 diirlgd to the common law of Fngland, and more che. 
ciully toi the great and eſtimable privilege of being tried 
ibp'itheir-peers of the vicinage; to che benefit of ſuch of 
he Enggliſt ſtatutes as exiſted in che time of their colg- 
mitatibn and which they have foumd to be applicable to 
their feveral-and other lobal cirrummſtances; and to all 
n them by royal charters, or ſocured by their ſeveril 
' codes of provincial {Jaws That they have a right to 
aſſernbie peareably, conſider of their grievances; and 
Petition the king; and that all-proſecutions, prohibitory 
-proclamations, and commitments: for the ame, are ille- 
hat the keeping a ſtanding urrny in theſe colo. 
inies, in times of peace, without che conſent of the le- 
giſlature of that colony in which ſuoh army is kept, i; 
— — it is rendered eſſential to good go- 
- vernment; by the Engliſh conſtitution, that the conſti- 
tuent branches of the legiſlature be independent of each 
other; that therefore-;the exerciſe of legiſlative power, 
dy a council appointed, during pleaſure, by the: crown, 
43 — POORER freedom: of 
American legiſlation.” nme af 01 
= 862 proceed: 10cm, in behalf of themſelves 
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pares'of a, Pen in che preſent reign, that '* they 

are infringements and violations of the foregoing rights, 
and that the repeat of them is eſſentially neceffary, in 
order to reſtore harmony between Great Britain and the 
American eolonies.” - Among theſe is the Qxebec dnl, 


399 


which" iv"teftried'*an act for eftabliſtiing the Roman 


citholic religiot ir the province of Quebec, nboliffihg 
the equicable ſyſtem of Engliſh laws, and erecting u ty. 


randy there, to the great danger (from ſo rotal 4 c. 


il6irj: of religiots law and government) of the Height 
botring Bririſh' colomes, by the affiſtance of whoſe blood 
and 3 faid country was conquered” fromm 


m DDr e 


Naeh they mention, chat in — Hager 
ſtored to that ſtate, in which both countries formerly 
ford happineſs and proſperity; they have ſor the pte 
ſent,- only” reſolved to purſue the following peaceuble 
meaſures, vi. to enter into a non importation,” non en- 
ſumption, and non- exportation agreement; and to prepare 
an addrefs to the people of Great Britain, # meme 
nal to the inhabitants * — Arherics, — 
addreſs to his rhijeſty, - 328 don iu zan 9200 

By che — — rhe and 
intentionally their conſtituents, to a ſtrict obſervumet of 
fourteen articles: They have agreed” by the "ſecond, 


That after the firſt of December next, they will hotly 


diſcontinue the flave trade, and win neither hire“ their 


veſſels, nor ſell their commodities to thoſt whDO tre con- 
cerned in it — By the third, That omi thüt day; they 
vill not purchaſe or uſe any tea irnforte off deteud 
of che Kak India company, or any which ny 
| hath 
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hath been or ſhall be paid ; and from and after the fir 
agreed not to import, which they ſhall have cauſe, to 
ſuſpoct mere imported after. the. firſt of December, ex- 
cept ſuch as come under — 
timed: By the fourth, That the non exportation agree 
went ſhall be ſuſpended to the tem of September 5975 
aſter which, if the acts or parts of acts objected to arc 
any commodity whatſoever to Great, Britain, Ireland or 
e Weſt Indies, except rice to Europe: — By the fifth, 
That they will never more have any commercial inter- 
courſe. with any Britiſh merchants, who-may ſhip goods 
in violation; of and with a view, of breaking the aflo- 
-caation:—By che eighth, That they will encourage fru- 
 gality, ceconomy- and-induſtsy, promote agriculture art 
and manufactures, diſcourage every ſpecies of 'extrava- 
Sance and diſſipation, and will wear no other mourning 
chan a piece of crape or ribbon:— By the fourteenth and 
Aſt, That they will have no trade, dealings or intercourſe 
harſoever, wich any North American colony or pro- 
vince, that ſhall not accede to, or chat ſhall hereafter 
Violate the aſſociation j but will hold them as inimical 
to their country. This aſſociation, which is to continue 
in ſorde, till the above acts, ot parta- of acts, vherein 
-they rolate to the colonies, are repealed, has been ligne 
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In their addyels 40. the. people. of. Great — the 


— * nada hunger 


% i134 4 % 


AMERICAN REY OLUTI-ON, 


neracy. They tell you not to be ſurpriſed, that they, 
vho are deſcended! from the ſame common anceſtors, 
ſhould refuſe. ro-ſurrender their Hberties and the conſti- 
tution you ſo juſtly boaſt of, to men, ho ſound cheir 
— no principles of reaſon, and who proſecute 
them with a deſign, that by having our lives; and pro- 
perty in their power, they may with the greater Gale 
enſlave you. They complain of being oppreſſed, abuſed 
and miſrepreſented, ſo chat it is become a duty tu thæm- 
ſelyes and their poſterity, and to the general welfare of 
the · Britiſn empire, to addreſs you on this very impor- 
to their loyalty and attachment to the common interxſt 
ol che whole empire; to their efforts in the · laſt was ; 
and to your . own acknowledgment of their zeal, and 
your even reimburſing them large ſums of money, which 
you confeſſed they had advanced beyond their propor- 
tion, and far beyond their abilities. They proceed $0 
ſtate and examine the meaſures and the ſeveral acts of 
parliament, which they conſider as hoſtile to America; 
and repreſent the probable conſequences to your country 
ſhould miniſtry be able to carry the point of taxation, 
and reduce the colonies to a ſtate of perfect ſlavery. 
They ingeniouſiy endeavour to render theirs a cauſe com- 
mon to both countries, by ſhowing, that ſuch. ſucceſs 
might in the end, be as fatal to the liberties of,-Britain 
23 to thoſe of America. Take care (ſay they) chat 
denying the ſeveral charges of being ſeditiqus, impatient 
of government, and deſirous of independency, which 
they aſſert to be calumnies; they declare hat, if neither 
che voice of juſtice, the diftates: gk the;Jews the prin- 
Vor. J. Dd. ciples 
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ciples of the conſtitution, nor the ſuggeſtions of huma. 
nity, can reſtrain your hands from ſhedding” of human 
blood in ſuch an impious cauſe; they muſt tell you, 
That they never will ſubmit to be hewers of wood, of 
drawers of water for any miniſtry or nation in the world.” 
They afterward make a propoſal, which, if duly attend- 
ed to, may afford a favorable baſis for negotiation— 
Place us in the fame ſituation that we were in at the 
cloſe of the laſt war, and our former harmony will be 
reſtored.” The ſame truth was -tranſmitted to ſome of 
the miniſtry by the late reverend Mr. H/bitefield before 
his death in 1770 at Newbury-port, in nearly. the fol- 
| lowing words, * Would you have peace and harmony 
reſtored through the colonies, you muſt attend to the 
military phraſe, right about as you were.” The like ſen- 
timent was confirmed by a ſubſequent letter, from ano- 
ther quarter, after. a deſigned conference upon the ſub- 
ject with Thomas Cuſhing and Samuel Adams eſqrs. of 
Boſton, and Thomas Lynch eſq; of South Carolina, The 
congreſs conclude their addreſs, by expreſſing the utmoſt 
regret at their being compelled by the over-ruling prin- 
ciples of ſelf-preſervation, to adopt meaſures detrimen- 
tal to numbers of their fellow ſubjects in Great Britain 
and Ireland, in the ſuſpenſion of their importations 
from both theſe kingdoms. They finally reſt their hope 
of a reſtoration of that harmony, friendſhip and frater- 
nal affection between all the inhabitants of his majefty's 
kingdoms and territories, ſo urtlently wiſhed for by every | 
true and honeſt American, upon the miagnanimity and 
juſtice of the Britiſh nation, in furniſhing a parliament 
of ſuch wiſdom, independence andpublic-ſpitit; as may 
fave the violated rights of the whole empire, from the 
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devices of wicked miniſters and evil counſellors, che. 
they" in ee er u ener. | 

| Congreſs, in their memorial to the inhabitants of Bri- 
8 inform the colonies, that they have dili- 
-gently, deliberately and calmly inquired into all the mea- 
ſures, which have excited the preſent diſturbances ; and 
that upon the whole they find themſelves reduced to the 
diſagreeable alternative of being filent, or betraying the 
innocent, or of ſpeaking out and cenſuring thoſe they 
wiſh to revere. They prefer the courſe dictated by ho- 
neſty, and à regard for the welfare of their country. 
After ſtating and examining the ſeveral laws which have 
been paſſed, and the meaſures which have been purſued 
with reſpe& to America, ſince the concluſion of the late 
war to the preſent period, they inquire into the motives 
for the particular hoſtility againſt the town of Boſton 
and province of Maſſachuſetrs-bay ; though the. beha- 
viour of the people in other colonies, has been in equal 
oppoſition to the power aſſumed by parliarnent ; not- 
withſtanding which no ſtep had been taken againſt any 


of them by government. This they repreſent as an art- 


ful ſyſtematic line of conduct, concealing ſeveral deſigns, 
adding, It is expected that the province of the Maſ- 
ſachuſetts- ay will be irritated into ſome violent action, 


that may diſpleaſe the reſt of the continent, or that may 


| Induce the people of Great Britain to approve the me- 


ditated vengeance of an imprudent and exaſperated mi- 
niſtry. If the unexampled pacific temper of that pro- 


vince ſhall diſappoint this part of the plan, it is hoped 


the other colonies will be ſo far intimidated is to deſert 
their brethren, ſuffering in a common cauſe, and that 
| thus diſunichd/ ell may be ſubdued.” They proceed to 
Dda. ſtate 


5 MR er + THE fAISTORY, OF THE, . 
| importance of the truſt, which 

ny an ie ri wh ey hae 
8 — — 
_—_ interruption of commerce, and apolo- 
gipe ich pings © Ve wee joe by the hands of vi 
An are contending for freedom ſo often contend- 

—— our anceſtors. ., < The people of England,” 
they, —— ene argc 
E wn} hg In-cheir piety, gene- 
— good ſenſe, we repoſe high confidence, and 
2 D 
2 of true religion, and the aſſerters of 
the rights of mankind, will take part againſt their affec- 
rr brethren in the colonies, in favor of 
22 their own ſecret enemies, whoſe intrigues 

5 years paſt have been wholly exerciſed 

ping eee erer, 2. 
wat the ce they ber ts nd. Ve think . 
2 in duty to obſerve to you, that the ſchemes 
agen againſt theſe colonies have been ſo conducted, 
— r | 

rr events, and be in ee. 
1 majeſty "M1 

of congreſs 

. * 
e ee the throne. — 
2 them, they ter bis clemeney fo | 
om em; 1 
dangers and fears, to the deſtructive ſyſtem. of colony | 
was Ties n 
. 3 that as his ma- 
jeſty 
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fall on thoſe defigning and dangerous men, who der- 


ceſſantly employed to diſſolve the bonds of ſociety, by 
abuſing your 'maajefty's authority, miſrepreſenting your 
American fubjefts, and proſecuting the moſt deſperate 


and irritating projects of oppreſſion, have at length com- 
pelled us, by the ſorce of accumulated injuries, too ſe- 
vere to be any longer tolerable, to diſturb your majeſ- 
ty's repoſe by our complaints.” They beg” leave to 
affore his majeſty, chat in regard to defraying the charge 
of the adminiſtration of Juſtice and the ſupport of civil 
government, fack-provifion has been and will be made; 
2s has beet? and ſhall” be judged, by the legiſlatures of 
the ſeveral colonies, juſt and fuitable to their reſpective 
cireumftances; and that for the defence, protection and 
ſecurity of the © colonies, their militias, if properly re- 
gulated as they earneſtiy defire may be immediately 
done, would be fully ſufficĩent, at leaſt in times of peace 
and in cafe of war his faithful coloniſts wilt be ready and 
willing, as they ever have been when conſtitutionally re- 


* 
% 
% 
o 
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* 
* 


zarege th fignal distinction of reigning over free- 
men, the language of freemen cannot be diſpleaſing ; 
adding, Your royal indignation, we hope, will rather 


- quired, to demonſtrate their loyalty, by exerting their 


moſt ſtrenuous efforts in granting ſupplies and raifing - 


forces. © They ſay, We aſk but for peace, liberty and 
ſafety. We wiſh not a diminution of the prerogative, 
er e wh pooh, eee lara eee 
vor. Tour royal authority over us, and our connee- 

tion with Great Britain, we ſhall always carefully and 


. ſupport and maintain.“ Wo 


my preſent 


* 


THE HISTORY. OF THE. 


preſent this petition only to obtain redreſs of grievances 
and relief from fears and jealouſies, occaſioned by the 


ſyſtem of ſtatutes and regulations adopted ſince the cloſe 
of the late war, by the abolition of which ſyſtem, the 
harmony between Great Britain and theſe colonies, will 
be immediately reſtored. In the magnanimity and juſ- 
tice of your majeſty and parliament we confide for a 
redreſs of our other grievances, truſting, that when. the 
cauſes of our apprehenſions are removed, our future 
conduct will; prove us not unworthy of che regard, we 
have , been, accuſtomed in our happier days to enjoy. 
For, appealing to that Being who ſearches thoroughly 
the hearts of his creatures, we ſolemnly profeſs, that our 
councils have been influenced by no other motiye, than 
a dread of impending deſtruction. They implore his 
majeſty in the moſt ſolemn manner, as the loving fa- 
ther of his whole people, oonnected by the ſame bands 
of law, loyalty, faith and blood, not to ſuffer the tranſ- 
cendent relation formed by theſe ties to be further vio- 
lated, in uncertain expectation of effects, that if attain» 
ed, never can compenſate for the calamities through 


which they muſt be gained. They moſt earneſtly be- 


ſeech him, that his royal authority and interpoſition may 


be uſed for their relief; and that a gracious anſwer may 
be given to their petition. The cloſe is a prayer, that 
his maeſty may enjoy every ſelicity through a long and 
glorious reign, and that his deſcendants may inherit his 
proſperity and dominions till time ſhall be no more. 
The congrels, a week after reſolving upon the aſſoci- 
ation, an addreſs to the people of Great Britain, a me- 
morial to the inhabitants of the colonies, and an addreſs 


0 . further reſolved, „ That en ddr b. 


9 prepared 
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prepared: to the people of Quebec, and letters to the 
colonies-of St. John's, Nova Scotia, Georgia, Eaſt and 
Weſt Florida, „ —— an 


in this-congreſs.” aig Di SOM! 1 4 
e 


4iſcovers:the moſt dexterous management, and the moſt 
able method of application to the temper and paſſions of 


497 


the parties, whom they endeavour to gain. They ſtare . 


the right they had, upon becoming Engliſh ſubjects, to 
the ineſtimable benefits oi the Engliſh conſtitution; and 
clamation in 1763, plighting the public faith for their 
full enjoyment of | thoſe advantages. They impute to 
ſucceeding miniſters an audacious and cruel abuſe of the 
royal authority, in withholding from them the fruition 
of the irrexocable righta, to which they were thus juſtiy 
entitled. They undertake to explain to chem, ſome of 
the moſt important branches of chat form af govern- 
ment from which they are debarred; and in ſo doing, 
whom they artfully adopt as a judge and an irrefragable 


authority upon this occaſion. They then proceed to 


ſpeciſy and explain, undep. ſeveral diſtinct heads, che 
principal rights to which the people are entitled by the 


Engliſh: coniſtitution; and theſe rights they truly ſay; del 
tend the poor from the rich, the weak from the power- 


ful, che induſtrious from the rapacious, the -peaceable | 


22 ˙—  ——_—— 
from their ſuperiors. ss. 
. —— —— 
the Qxyebec· bill, and placing them in. thoſe points of 
view which ſhould render it odious to mankind. They 
Dd4 renew 
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renew. their applications to the paſſions and partiality of 

| the Canadians; and at length introduce Monteſquiey 
as addrefling them thus : Seine the opportunity pre. 
ſented to you by providence itſelf. You are a ſmall 
vou into a fellowſhip. A moment's reflection ſhould 
| happineſs, to have all the reſt of North America you 
unalterable friends, or your inveterate enemies. Your 
province is the only link wanting to complete the bright 
and ſtrong chain of union. Nature has joined your 
country to theirs. Do you join your political intereſts, 
The value and extent of the advantages tendered to you 
are immenſe. Heaven grant you may not diſcover 
them to be bleſſings aſter they have bid you an eternal 
adieu. They endeavour to obviate the jealouſies and 
religious principles, by inſtancing the caſe of the Swiſß 
Cantons, whoſe union is compoſed of Roman Catholic 
and Proteſtant ſtates, Irving in the utmoſt; concord and 
and defeat. every tyrant that has invaded them. The 
ol ſight their complaint about eſtabliſhing the Roman 
Catholic religion in Quebec, and to expect that it would 
be unknown to the Canadjans, or give them no um- 
hrage. They declare, that they do not aſk them to 
commence hoſtilities againſt the government of their 
common ſovereign, but only invite them to conſult their 
own glory and welfare, and to unite with them in one 
ſocial compact. They conclude. by. informing them, 


* . and in 
i vnanimous 
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of their province, as a violation of their 

own ; +; and Tharthey ſhould be invited to accede wo thei 
confederation. - 


- 
# © P 


. nc. 
refolved//4 That the ſeizing, or attempting to ſeize any 21+ 


perſon in America, in order to tranſport ſuch perſon 
beyond the ſea, for trial of offences committed in Ame- 
rica, being againſt law, will juſtify and ought. to meet 
with reſiſtance and reprifal.” They have alſo agreed, 
that. another congreſs ſhall be held on the 1oth day of 
May next, unleſs, the redreſs of 3 yan 
beſore that time. 1 


The general — kwieg: duden their delibers ,c 


tions, diflolved themſelves. The impartial world will 
go near to acknowledge, that the petitions and addreſſes 
energy, ſkill and ability; and that abſtractedliy con- 
ſidered, in reſpect to vigor of mind, ſtrength of ſenti- 
any aſſembly whatſoe ver. The ftudied attention that 
congreſs have paid to the Maſſachuſetts-bay and its 
inhabitants. Many however of the congreſſional acts 
were neither carried unanimouſly, nor without much 
debate. Mr. Galloway of Pennſylvania, and Mr. Duane 
of New York, inelined to the fide of miniſtry. The 
former became a member at the earneſt ſolicitation of 
the aſſembly, and refuſed compliance till they had given 
him inſtructions agreeable to his own mind, as the rule 


edu Theſe inſtructions they ſuffered him ta 


draw 
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am vp: they were briefly to ſtate the rights and the 
grievances of America, and to propoſe a plan of ami. 
cable accommodation of the differences between Great 
Britain and the tolonies, and of a perpetual union, 
September the twenty- eighth a plan was propoſed by 
him, which was debated a whole day, when the queſtion 
was carried fix colonies to five, that it ſhould be re; 
ſiumed and en — it at length fell 
eee 
and liberties, met with very conſiderable oppoſition. 
Mr. Duane and others who drew with him, perplexed 
the propoſals made by the high ſons of liberty, ſo that 
the congreſs did not come to a ſingle reſolution for more 
than a fortnight, neither in ſtating their rights nor their 
grievances. | When ſix days before that declaration, on 
October the eighth, the reſolution was paſſed; © that the 
congreſs approve the oppoſition ——ũ— INE 
Maſſachuſetts- bay to the execution of the late acts of 
liament; and if the ſame ſhall be attempted, &c. 0 70 
Galloway and Duane not only oppoſed, but wanted to 
have their proteſts entered; which being refuſed, on 
their return from congreſs they gave each other a cer- 
tiſicatr, declaring their oppoſition to chat queſtion, as 
they thought it a treaſonable one . In ſome ſtage of 
their proceedings, the danger of a rupture with Britain 
was urged as a plea for certain conceſſions. Upon this 
Mr. S. Adams roſoe up, and among other things ſaid in 
ſubſtance, I ſhould adviſe perſiſting in our ſtruggle 
. though it was revealed from heaven that 999 


were 


ee * Rubaos ia 
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were to periſh, and only one of a thouſand. to furwive. 
and retain his liberty. One ſuch freeman muſt poſſeſs, 
more virtue, and enjoy more happineſs, than, a thouſand _ 
laves; and let him propagate his like, and tranſmit to 
them what he hath ſo nobly preſerved.” It was a flight 
of patriotiſm, ſerving to ſhow the temper of the ſpeaker: 
buc the ſentiment; is ſo hyperbolical, as to throw.it, far 
beyond the reach of practice. Mr. S. Adams having 
ſeen an happy iſſue to the important deliberations of the , .. 
general congreſo, after his return repaired to the Maſſa- 
chuſotts provincial-congrek d aid. in their deliberstioms, : 
General Gage, by the advice of his new. council, 
iſſued; writs ſor che holding of a general aflembly ar _ 
— — The events which after- 
ward took place, made him think it expedient to coun», 
tract the writ, by a proclamatian ſot ſuſpending the 
meeting of the members returned. But che legality af 
the proclamatiom is called into queſtion; and the new 
members, to the number of 90, met according to the 
precepts, on che, day and at the place appointed-... Hgv- OR. 
ing waited that day, without the preſence of the gover- 45 
nar, or any ſubſtitute ſor him, 10 adminiſter. the oaths 
and open the ſoſſion on the next they appointed a com- _ 
mittee, to conſider the proclamation ; and on che third, 
reſolved themſelves into a provincial. congrets, to be 
joined by ſuch: others as have beer 0r-ſhall be choſen, 
take into conſideration the dangerous and alarming au- 
ion of public affairs. Tbe following day they met 
in provincial congreſs and adjourned to: Concord, about 
20 miles from Charleſtown, and when there choſe Mr. 11, 
Hancock preſident. They progeeded to appoint. a com- 
muttee to wait upon the governor. with a remonſtranoe, 


* 1 . * m 
R \ 


T HISTORY OF The 
in which they apologize for their meeting, from the 
diſtreſſecl ſtate of the colony ; exprefs the grievous ap. 
prehenfions of the people; aſſert that the rigor of the 
Boſton port-bill is exceeded by the manner in which it 
| carried into execution ; and complain of the late laws 
conclude with adjuring him, to deſiſt immediately from 
the conſtruction of the (fortreſs at the entrance into 
| Boſton; and to reſtore that paſs to its natural ſtate. The 
governor was involved in ſorne difficuley- as to giving 
them an anſwer, for he could not acknowledge the lega- 
| bry of their aſſembiy. Neceffity however prevaied. 
He expreſſed great indignation at the ideas being form- 
ed, chat the hves, liberties, or property of any people, 
except awowed enemies, could be in danger from Eng- 
Hfh troops; and obferved, that notwithſtanding the en- 
mity ſhown to the troops, by withholding from them 
almoſt every thing neceflary for their preſervation, they 
had not yet diſcovered the reſentment which might juſtly 
He reminded them, that while they complained of alte- 
rations made in their charter by acts of parkament, they Will * 
em | 
that charter, and now acting in direct violation of ther | 


on eonſtitution: he therefore warned them of the rock? 
they were upon, and to deſiſt from ſuch illegal and un- 
conſtitutional- proceedings. But they were not in the 
_ leaſt diverced- from proſecuting their meaſures. They 
achourned to and met at Cambridge. 
210 ——— ph. f 
che immediate defence of che province, It was con- 
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for the firſt time ſo called, from their being to turn out 
with their arms at a minute's warning. Upon che de- 
bate for raiſing money to purchaſe milkary articles, a 
thouſand pound (lawful, a fourth leſs than ſterling) was 
moved for and ſeconded ; then two thouſand. The 
country members in common had no conception of the 
expences attending warlike operations ; and were dread- 
fully afraid of voting away their own and their conſti- 


matters within their own ſphere, but are not competent 


only to, ſmall ſums, ſtartle at the mention of thoſe, 
which to them, have the comparative appearance of 
enormouſly large: and yet it is needful to humor their 
want of ſcientific knowledge, to prevent diſguſt and ob- 


bers of the aſſembly were ſenſible. Therefore-the de- 
bate was cloſed by appointing a committee to give in 
an eſtimate of the articles wanted, together with their 
coſt; this being done, the committee of ſafety were 
empowered to aſſemble the militia, when they ſhall judge 


the committee of ſupplies, conſiſt of different perſons, 
and are intended for different purpoſes. Fhe firſt, be- 
ſide being empowered to aſſemble the militia, are in- 


tuent s money, however neceſſary the expenditure. of ts - 
They are generally perſons of good. underſtanding in 


judges of thoſe that lie without it: and being accuſtomed 


the ſame neceſſary for the defence of the inhabitants of 
the province; and the committee of ſupplies to pur- 
the value of 20,8 3 I. lawful, or 15, 62 L 1 8. ſterling 
—2 glorious. ſum, with which to oppoſe the power and 
niches of Great Britain! The committee of ſaſety, and 


veſted with other authority ſor the ſafety of the province, 
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tain their ſupport, . Of this the more intelligent mem- © 


? 


* 
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ind are to recommend to the committee of ſupplies the 


25. 


purchaſing of ſuch artieles as may be deemed 
The laſt are to aſſiſt the committee of ſafety, not only 
by purchaſing ſupplies, but by affording them help fr 
executing the meaſures, "which may be thought by then 
requifite for the public benefit; Both are to ſit and 
continue to do buſineſs, when there is a receſs of the 
provincial congreſs, as alſo when none exiſteth. It i 
reſolved, That all matters ſhall be kept private; but 
in ſuch a numerous aſſembly it is next to impoſſible to 


effect it. Were all equally true to the ſame cauſe, each 
will not have the like power of retaining a ſecret. 


27. 
Ward, and colonel Pomeroy, all of whom have ſeen ſome 
ſervice in the laſt war, were elected general officers to 


The honorable Jedediab Pribble, the honorable Artema: 


have the chief command of the minute-men and militi, 

in cafe they ſhould be called out to action. | 

The provincial congreſs adjourned to November 29 
As winter approached, the governor ordered tempo- 


rary barracks to be erefted for the troops. But ſuch 


was the diſlike to their being provided for in any man. 


ner, that the ſelett men and committees obliged the 


workmen of the town to quit their employment, for 
fear of ſubjecting themſelves to the reſentments of ther 


countrymen. The governor had as little ſucceſs in er- 


deavouring to procure ' carpenters: from New Tork; 6 
that it has been with the greateſt difficulty that he ha 


gotten thoſe temporary lodgments erected. He hs 


| endeavoured alſo to procure ſome winter covering from 
that city; but the merchants have refuſed complying 


with any part of the order, and returned for anf, 


* They never will arrir ar cds for che bert! 
mo 
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men, who are ſent as enemies to their country.“ The 
general had thoughts at one time of erecting a fort 
upon Beacon hill. The Boſton committee obtained the 
plan of it, waited upon him, and informed him, that 


they heard he had ſuch a deſign, and that if he pro- 


ceeded to execute it he would get himſelf into difficul- 
ties. He would not own that he had any ſuch intention, 
but attempted rather to make them believe the contrary ; 
on which they produced the plan, and told him it was 
the ſame that was preſented to him the night before. 

On the other hand, the Maſſachuſetts committee of 


| ag 


ſafety were not inattentive to their duty. They tecom- Nov. 
mended to the committee of ſupplies the procuring of . 8. 
pork, flour, rice and peas, and the depoſiting of the 20. 


fame partly at Worceſter and partly at Concord. They 
further adviſed the procuring of all the arms and ammu- 
nition that could be got from the neighbouring pro- 


vinces; and of ſpades, pickaxes, bill-hooks, iron ſhovels _ 


and pots, meſs bowls, cannon, ball, &c. &c. 

Every thing now ſerved to increaſe the mutual appre- 
henſion and animoſity between the government and the 
people. Thoſe of | Boſton profeſſed to be under no 
ſmall terror, from an apprehenſion of danger to their 
property, liberties and lives. The ſoldiers on the other 
hand, conſidered themſelves in the midſt of enemies. 
Each fide made profeſſion of the beſt intentions in the 
world for its own part, and ſhowed the greateſt ſuſpicion 
of the other. In this ſtate of doubt and profeſſion, 


matters were made ſtill worſe. by a meaſure, which ſeems 


not of ſufficient importance in- its conſequences to juſtify 
ts having been hazarded at ſo critical a ſeaſon. This 
was the landing-of a detachment of failors by night from 
vali : chin 
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the ſhips of war in the harbour, who ſpiked up all the 
cannon upon one of the batteries belonging to the town, 
In the mean time, through the diſpoſition and promp- 
titude of, the -people, the reſolutions and recommenda- 
tions of the provincial congreſs, had all the weight and 
to ãſſue a proclamation, in which they were charged with 
proceedings, generally underſtood as nearly tantamount 
to treaſon and rebellion. . The inhabitants were accord- 
ingly. prohibited in-the king's name, from complying, 
in any degree, with the requiſitions, recommendations, 
directions, or reſolves of that unlawful aſſembly. 
When the provincial congreſs met again, having Mr. 
Samuel Adams preſent with them, they puſhed their 
preparations for hoſtile oppoſition. Theſe exertions 
ſuited not the feelings of many in congreſs. Through 
timidity they began to ſicken at heart; and upon the 
plea of ſickneſs begged leave to return home, and were 
indulged. , Mr. S. Adams penetrated the cauſe of their 
complaint; and, in order to ſtop the epidemical diſtem- 
per, expreſſed his great willingneſs, that when members 
were not well, they ſhould be allowed to return, but 
propoſed that they ſhould be enjoined, upon getting 
back, to inform the towns that they were no longer re- 
preſented, that ſo others might be ſent to ſupply their 
abſence. © The propoſal ſoon cured the malady ; for the 
_ diſordered choſe to remain in congreſs rather than incur 
the diſpleaſure af hor: ne. ren 
1 — 
ao enden ſg ia 
dinefs twelve thouſand men to act upon any emergency 
and directed that a quarter of the militia . 
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They ſent perſons w Neu Hamplimez Murau Aland f 


and Connecticut, to acquaint them with fiat was. ding, 
and to requeſt that they would prepare heit ſpective 
quotas to make up an army of te HHB YνLL meh! 
when wanted. Upon this a number of gentlewen re 
ſent from theſe colonies to donſule and (the with Cart. 


mittee of about twenty, choſem: by che co EM 


liſted as minute. men, who were allowed the Aberty ef 
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meaſures.” 11099 129447 „ nodded won Ienang 


A cotomittee was appointed t ce ſport 2 


inhabitants of Cunaua f and it wasre eU, Wit 
following letter be. addreſſed c nn 
. 
b ei d 21 Do.. Aπ 2 
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in conſtantly ſupplying us with preachers of the goſpeh 
whoſe concern has been the temporal and ſpirituał hap- 
pineſs of this people. In a day like this, when all the: 
ſelyes to deliver this country from its preſent calamities; 
we cannot but place great hopes in hn order af men, 
who have ever diſtinguithed thernſelves initheir county's 
cauſe, and do thereſore recommend! to the-rhinifters of 
the goſpel; in the ſeveral towns and other places in thin 


Vor. I. 3 colony, 
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colony, 3 aſſiſt us in avoiding that dreadful 
ſlavery with which we are now threatened. 
The miniſters of New England being moſtly congre- 
gational,.. are-from that circumſtance, in à profeſſional 
way" more; attached and habituated to the principles of | 


liberty than if they had ſpiritual: ſuperiors to lord it over 


jects are deemed very proper; but it is expected 


EE: .the- counſellors for the enfuing year: 
gther 


_ of hbeny;- and the paſſages moſſt. adapted to promote 
and 


then, „and were in hopes of poſſeſſing in their tum, 
through the giſt of government, dhe ſear. of power. 
They oppoſe arbitrary rule in civil concerns from the 
love of freedom, as well as from a deſire of guarding 
againſt its introduſtion into religious matters. The pa- 
trigts de yeats back have availed themſelves greatly of 
their aſſiſtance. Two ſermons. have been preached an- 
nually for a length of time, the one on the general clec- 


tion day, the leſt Wedneſday in May, when. the new 
general court have been uſed to meet according to char- 


ſome little while after,” on the artillery 
election day, when the officers are re- elected, or new 
officers are choſen. On theſe occaſions political ſub- 


that they be treated in a decent, ſerious and in- 
ſtructive manner. The general election preacher has 
been choſen, alternately, by the council and the houſe 
ofcafſembly. . The ſermon is ſtiled tbe election ſermon, 
and: is printed. Every repreſentative. has a. copy for 
himfelf, and gen one ox more for the miniſter. or 
miniſtrrs of his town. As che patriots have prevailed, 
the preachers of each ſermon have been the zealous friends 


ſpread the love f it, have been ſelected and circulated 
far and wide * 3 and * 
| a 


Faolo- 
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wvidity” and a degree of veneration, on account” of the 
preacher "and His electiotr to the ſervice of che Yay. 9 
commendations both public and private, have hot beeh 
wunting t6 help on the deſign. Thus By their Wbors | 

m the pulpit, and by furniſhing che pre Mell ber- 


ſional eſſrys, che miniſters have forwarded und · ſtrength- 
ened, and thiat not a little, the-oppoſitioh46 die ene Ne 
of that parliamentary claim of Hgtit eo bind te Gerne 
males whatever,” in vet yon: oioqqo nah 


of ſable" perſons to ff t 
They ſaw tie importance of ĩtʒ 


ing between ſoyen and eight hundred pounds to the 
ſme uſe, the ſchool took the name of Harvard college 
by an onder of court, and the town upon the occaſion | 
changed its name for that of Cambridge. This college 
has been encouraged ever ſince, and is the firſt upon 1 
the continent. It is the alma mater to whom the youth | 


of this colony, in particular, are ſent, whether deſigned 
for che pulpit,” the bar, or other callings. © Here they 
receive the rudiments” of thoſe qualifications by which 
they are enabled to ſerve their country in"a-&vil or ſa- 
cred department. The falaries of the miniſters are mo- 
derate, but in general fufficient” for their ſupport by the 
bringing politics into the pulpit, yet they apprehend it 


t Ee 2 to 


46 be righe upon ſpecial occaſions: Who but muſt ad- 
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mit, chat ir is-certainly the duty of the clergy:to ac- 
commodate; their diſcourſes to the times; to preach 
apainft ſuch fins as are moſt prevalent, and to. recom- 
dend ſuch virtues as are moſt wanted. For example, 
exorbitant ambition and venality are predominant, 


Might they not to warn their hearers againſt theſe vices ? 


EH pohiie ſpirit is much wanted; ſhould they not incul- 


-  . Cate th great virtue ? If the rights and duties of ma- 


tural and ſocia rights, and laviſhly to bow their neck 
to aby tyrunt; as if Paul was faulty in ſtanding up for 
\ his Roman privileges, that he might eſcape a ſcourging, 


ſtrain; and teaches, that magiſtrates have a divine right 


Dankes and ſubjects are diſputed, ſhould they not cx- 


- how their nature, ends, limitations and re- 


; Aniftions ?, You may have frequently/-remarked, that 
thovgh the partizans of arbitrary power will freely cen- 


bf the peüpde, they will aclmire as an excellent divine, 


tit parſon whoſe diſcourſe is wholly in the oppoſite 


for- doing wrong, and are to be implicitly obeyed by 
men proſeſſing chriſtianity; - as if the religion of the 
bleſitd Jeſus bound them tamely to part with their na- 


en falling a facrifice co che-malice of fi cane, 
when' he appealed unto Cæfr. 41 HI 7 7 


Ky "The: ptovindl' congrels hoſe: colovet;Thomes ant 
' evtonel Heath additional generals, and foon after 


diffolved chemſelves, chat chey might be at home in 
time to kecp thünkſgiving wiel cheir families. It has 
been lobg s, Suſtom ict the colony 100-hayens faſt day in 
the ſptirig, 20d tfiaak giving late in che fall of the year, 


E e. 
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tending the religious exerciſes of the day, feaſt upon a 
plentiful though not a ſplendid table, and are innocently 
merry. The obſervation of this day they call © a4teping 
thankſorving.” The appointment of both days belongs 


the public thankſgiving, on which among other enir 
merated bleſſings, a particular acknowledgment was tp 
be made to the Almighty for the union which wes, 
markably prevails in all the colonies. 
The aſſembly of Pennſylvania met toward the-cloſe 
of the year, and were the firſt legal body of repreſen- 
tatives, that ratified unanimouſly all the acts of the ge- 
neral congreſs, and appointed delegates to reprrſem them 
in the new congreſs to be held the enſuing May. It i 
thought, that they were in a great meaſure dragged into 
it, from the fear of a provincial convention.” |; - .57 
No ſooner did they receive at Rhode Iſland, the ac- 
count of the royal proclamation, _ prohibiting the expor- 
tation of military ſtores from Britain, but the people 
ſeized upon and removed from the batteries about the 
harbour, above ſorty cannon · of different ſizes, The 
aſſembly alſo paſſeg reſolutions for procuring arms and 
military ſtores, by every mean, and from every quarter 
in which .they*cquld be obtained, e $5; 
and arming the inhabitants.” 3 4% rag. 
. ͤ —— fey 
mation arrived at Portſmouth in New Hartipſhire, the 
people of the province were ſpirited - up to make cher 
firſt hoſtile movetnent. Though'govertior Wentworth's 
— not TIRED appointing deputies, 
Ee 3 holding 


in an orderly way to the governor; but in theſe. r.. 


14 


holding/a dvnvenion'ar Erster, and-chooſing delegurs 


befon he cböld be ready to fire again, the fort was 
ſtotced on all quarters, and the aſſailants immediately 


them. Something ſimilar has been practiſed at Salem, 
and other tawns. The militia of the colony will, thete- 
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for. the confitients! eongreſs; yet he had the addreſs to 
moderate their tempers, and to keep them from acts of 
2 the etample of their neighbours, and 
the-alarming ſituation of affairs, at length rouſed them 
e Gerti. More than four hundred men 
collected and beſet his majeſty's caſtle ar Portſmouth. 
Captam Cochran who commanded, ordered three four- 
poondeti to be fired on them, and then the ſmall arms; 


ſechrei botꝶ᷑ him and his men, and kept them priſoner; 


about a hour and a half, during which time they broke 


opel the powder-houſe, took: all the powder away, ex- 
cept 6ne barrel, and having put it eee 


off, releaſed him fror his oonfinement. 


The hardy inhabitants of Marblehead, whe to/all he 


| evils and tigers of a Tckfarivg lie, being out of employ, 


have attended' ro military exerciſe for hours, three days 
in a week, and will ſoon conſtitute 2 fine--regiment of 
Loldiers: The goitleriewtof the place hape encouraged 
them by their own example, and made it profitable to 


Fore, acquire fore knowledge of arms, befote they ate 


called to engage in actual ſetvite, ſhould: that unhap- 


. pily be the-iffue of preſent meaſures · SHU be e „ 16] 
Tbe Virginia militia officers; under the command of 
r Fort: Gower on November 


the fifth, have ſhown whar may be expected from them; 
for though they reſolved to iihear che moſt fairhfull alle- 
One. 1 — 


2 


* 
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berty and attachment to the real intereſts and juſt rights 
of America, outweighed every other conſideration, and 
chat they would exert every power. within them ſor de 
defence of American liberty, when regularly called -anth 
by the unanimous voice of their countrymen. 
_ , Baraſtable in New England, and;Ridgeficla in Con- 
necticut, have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in adopting dif- 
ferent; meaſures from the pther towns in their reſpective 
colonies... But: the New York repreſentatives have given 


the greateſt, diſguſt. After the afſembly's taking in 


conſideration the regulations agreed upon at the grand 
congreſs reſpe&ing commerce, they rejected the lame. 


This however was thought to be compenlared for, n. 
the late reſolution of the Pennſylvania convention, 19" 
wherein, they have declared, © That, if che petition of 


the continental congreſs ſhould be. diſregarded, and the 


Aritiſh- adminiſtration ſhould determine. by ſorce co ef- 
ſect a ſubrniſſion to the late arbitrary acts of the Britiſn 
parlament; in ſuch a ſituation, we. hold it our indiſ- 
penſable duty to reſiſt ſuch force, and at every hazard to 
deſend the richts and liberties of America.” Tbe bon 
many ſons of liberty of which they were compoſed, Mr. 


Charles Thomſon was errinent for his | inflexible ſpirit; = 
but Mr. Thomas Mifflin was as the very ſoul of the cas 
pital and province. Such are his natural and acquized - 


accompliſhments, his unwearied exertions, his zeal, his 
addreſs,/ his fprightlineſs, that he enlightess: aml wiuvi- 
| gorates everything around him 9434. 


The inhabitants of: Maryland were no leſs zealeu on 


de preſent critical occaſion, than thoſe of the moſt. ac- 


E e 4 tive 


W 
9 


* 
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l They were all in a 
mettings;.enteriog into aſſociations, i choofing commit. 
tes, hand tecommending meaſures for carrying the re. 
ſohnions/ of che continental congreſs into effectunl exe. 
cution; The eonvention has appointed a ſum of money 
foros purchuſt vf arms and ammunition. Every per- 
foi Md refuſts to contribute to the purchaſe, is deem- 
en a ene t0 his country. Many of the principal 
are umbitious of appearing in arms. to de- 
Fd ds iberties, ++ They have taken the power of the 
Militia dut of the hands of-the governor, and eſtabliſhed 
it By ther o Authority, for the defence of the Maſſa- 
-: chyſehts ur wen 4s of themfelves ; and thus have ſhown, 
_ 1608} the world, their approbation of New England 
wmestufe The E of che Delaware have 
adied' like munn,, “t 
The New Hampthize afſeimbly, ern 
ſtom Mdryland; hes» gone further than ever before, in 
faying, Lou may depend upon the ready concurrence 
of this houſe with the meaſures thought neceſſary to be 
purſued by the other clonies in the 1 
Deren 23) N e eg . 

But the province did not truſt „ 
the aGemblyo A convention of. deputies was appointed 


by the —— IRN5 HAD —— the pro- 


———— copiniing them at 
. ERpocc 


Ae aandgogiyos od rd tombs nf ot 


Moſt of the. New 2 
hn ee. 
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The general committee in Charleſtown South Caro» 
ina, upon receiving an account of theſe meaſures, inte 
diately convened a provincial congreſs, and procured a 
return of repreſentatives from every pariſn and diftret 
in the colony; by which mean the body conſiſted of more 


the repreſentatives naturally ſerved the cauſe of the coun- 
try, by engaging a greater number of leaders in ſuppart 
of it. This firſt provincial congreſs met on the eleventh 
of January, they have unanimouſly approved the pro: 


is to fee. that the public reſolutions are univerſally obey - 
ed, that ſo they may not be broken, through the ſelfiſh» 
neſs of -individuals; This is the prevailing mode of 


ments, and a belief that the trade of America is indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary to Britain, it is generally hoped and 


will be repealed. They have no idea of an appeal to 
the ſword, notwithſtanding all the military parade that 


gine will be required. Similar ſentiments prevail among 
great numbers in the Maſſachuſetta; who while they arg 


never terminate in it; for that Great Britain will not 


«7 


than two hundred, while the conſtitutional aſſembiy 
amounts to no more than forty- nine. The increaſe of 


exiſts. A bloodleſs ſelf- denying oppoſition is che whole 


From the former ſucceſs of non - importation agree 


preparing for war, expect that preſent appearances will 


e eee 24 1 ee 
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3 their arms rather chan ful a deter. 
"da — ws eras 
| - good of the country; — — 
thought, —— the populace in = 
TOE ig beyond the limits of modera- 
8 puniſhments to individuals 
r e ; general ſenſe of the community on 
155 2 wn 
— the continent; and it may be — 
| CO e PAR 
— underſtanding . Aſſetublies, con- 
cles, are W. ant i —— — 
and f. 22 , PIE; color: 
en e'maſterly ſoul, -enlivening one » 
2 f. * 1 their acts tend to — 
> — of the meaſures. of the — — 
—— —— 
2 y vs theſe —— — 
; eee from principle — — 
wrong, they ought to ſubmit to the mother 
2 through attachment to the jate 
3 —— 
a | 40 of ; miſchi | 
22 Y awe acted in a. ſpirited manner — 
. ”_ lain ſtill. Such as — — — 
cpu Ho 
forts, and abſented — — 2 
rt from town and other 


meetings. 
| The popular cry being againſt them, ab 
have 
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have - ſought + perſonal peace and ſafety in remaining 
quiet. But could the truth be aſcertained, it would ꝓro- 
bably be:diſcovered; chat in maſt of the toun and other 


AY . 


meetings, even in New England, far more than half 


the parties having a right to attend, from various caufes 
were abſent; and that there were a great many among 
the abſentees, who were ſuch, becauſe they knew that 
matters would be carried at ſuch meetings contrary to 
their on ſentiments. Not only ſo but it may be rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſed, and time may prove that ſeveral in 
aſſemblies,” conventions and congreſſes, yoted / againft 
ment and to promote their preſent intereſt. 
An inclination has appeared in ſeveral of the govern- 
mental gentlemen now in Boſton, to attempt opening 
the court at Worceſter, and to ſupport it by the aid of 
two regiments. It has been the ſubject of conyerſation. 
When the propoſal of marching them came ta be con- 
ſidered in cbuncil, it was laid aſide. The governor was 
well pleaſed with the determination; eee 
rene 

Nov let me conclude — you a — 
the Maachwitts colony, which you will be inclined to 
pronounce an uncommon and aſtoniſning curioſity. Some 
hundred thouſand people are in a ſtate of nature, and 
yet as ſtill and peaceable, at preſent, as ever they were 
when government” was in full vigor. We have neither 
legiſlators, nor magiſtrates, nor executive officers. We 
have no-officers, but m litary ones; of theſe we have a 
multitude choſen by the people, and exerciſing them 
with mote authority and ſpirit, than ever any did who 
2 — from a governor., The inhabitants 
«T3 arc 
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eee 3 _ 
n who diſcover . conti- 
een. are conſidered as ſelfiſh; preferring 
| | RATE good of the country; and — 
*hought, the intemperate zeal of the populace in ſome 
2 tranſports them beyond the limits of modera- 
— — eng 
2 the ſenſe of the * 
here is however to appearance, — — 
——— continent; and it may be imagined, 
N de- ge of the twelve colonies; haye but ane 
een one underſtanding.” Aſſemblies, con- 
ny — 
and noble ſpirit—one — ol, —.— — 
 gorous body. All their 9 
2 y. All their acts tend to the ſame paint 
upporting of the meaſures of the continental 
greſs. But be aſſured, there are great numbers 3 
colony, who diſapprove of theſe meaſures.—a few com- 
1 from principle and a perſuaſion that the ſame 
re wrongs and that they, ought to ſubmit to. the mother 
ſell· intereſt but the bulk for. fear. of the * 
poſition a, and heres hve —— 
a abſented themſelves. from town and other 


meetings. a Ta being againſt them, they 
have 
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quiet. But could the truth be aſcertained, it would ro- 


bably be:diſcovered, that in moſt of the town and other 
meetings, even in New England, far more than half 


the parties having a right to attend, from various caufes 
were abſent; and chat chere were a great many among 
matters would be carried at ſuch meetings contrary to 
their own ſentiments. Not only ſo but it may be rea- 
ſonably ſuppuſed, and time may prove that ſeveral in 
aſſemblies, conventions and congreſſes, voted againſt 
their own opinion, to ſecure themſelves from reſent- 
ment and to promote their preſent intereſt. 
mental gentlemen now in Boſton, to attempt opening 
the court at Worceſter, and to ſupport it by the aid of 
two regiments. It has been the ſubject of converſation. 
When the propoſal of marching them came ta be con- 
ſidexed in council, it was laid aſide. The governor was 
well pleaſed with the determination; 1 
eee eee, 


Now let me conclude with — vou 2 pichire of 


the Maachveces colony, which you will be inclined to 
pronounce an uncommon and aſtoniſhing curioſity. Some 
yet as ſtill and peaceable, at preſent, as ever they were 
when goverument was in full vigor. We have neither 
legiſlators, nor magiſtrates, nor executive officers. We 
have-no-officers; but m litary ones; of theſe we have a 
multitude choſen by the people, and exerciſing them 
with mote authority and ſpirit, than ever any did who 


had commiſſions from a governor. The inhabitants 
41 are 


— 
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are determined never to ſubmit to the act 
their charter, and are every where devoting themſelves 
to arms. To force upon them a form of government 
to which they are abſolutely averſe, may not be within 
the omnipotence of a Britiſh parliarnent. The attempt 
has produced a ſuſpenſion of all legal authority, and yet 
they differ from the public ſentiment, have they the 
prudence to moderate their tempers and obſerve a neu- 
trality. By accommodating themſelves ſo far to the 
times, they are ſafe at home and abroad 7 ra wt, 
its prefent diſtreſſes; and the determination it diſcovers 
to endure as much as human nature can, rather than 
betray the American cauſe and endanger the liberties 
of poſterity, will ſecure it the encomiums of future ge- 
nerations. Not a town or city in all the colonies would 
have deen likely to have exhibited ſe glorious a ſpec- 
tacle, had it been called out to « ſimilar trial; and al 
may congratulate themſelves, that the ſtorin of miniſte- 
rial vengeance has fallen firſt upon · the enpital of the 
Maſſachuſetts, as in conſequenceof it chey have enjoyed 
the opportunity of providing againſt tho worſt that may 
be — — in ee, 
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E Hej fan r Lane — — 
A ee ebe prevailed, for ſome time 
of the Engliſn nation; and the colony conteſts were lit- 


0 


The opinion alſo was circulated, that a countenance f 
reſolution perſiſted in, would certainhy put an end 
to the conteſt,” which (it was ſaid). had been nouriſhed 
wholly by ſbrrmer conceſſions;; people in general were 
therefore inclined to truſt che trial uf perſeverance and 
reſolutton,” ia a miniſtry who valued themſelves upon 
theſe qualities. The times have been highly favorable 


a preparatory: ſtep to the moſt coercive meaſures with 
America; but in a new houſe of commons miniſtry will 

be leſt at large, to chooſe or alter their line of. condutt 
28 incidenta may vary, and if neceſſary, can throw all 

the odium of the late laws upon the former parliament. 

His majeſty in his ſpeech informed the new one, that Nor. 
N to the law ſtill un- 
i happily F 


4 
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happily. prevailed in the Maſſachuſetts, and had broken 
forth-in freſh violences of à criminal nature; that theſe 
proceedings trad been encouraged in other colonies, and 


merce of the kingdom, by unlawful combinations; that 


ſuch meaſures had been taken, and ſuck orders given, 


preme authority of the legiſlature over all the domi: 


execution and that they might depend upon a firm re. 
ſokationy to withſtand every attempt to wealeen the fu. 


nions of che cron, his majeſty beim aſſiired of ire. 


K 

The propoſed addreſs in the houſe of commons) pre 
Fun debate; and che miniſter was u re- 
minded o the mighty effects he had predicted from the 
late acts againſt America: They were to humble that 
vchole continent in the duſt, without further trouble, 
and the puniſnment of Boſton was to ſtrie an univerſa 
panic on all the colonies; that refractory:tamn would be 
totally abandoned, and inſtead of obtaining relief, 2 
dread of the fame fate would even prevent the appear- 
ances of pity. But the-addreſs n carried without any 


amendment, by a majority of more chan three to ane. 


That from the houſe of lords was couched in ſtrong 


— — — 


% 


morable by a proteſt, thought to be the ſirſt upon an 
addreſs, and which was very pointed it concluded with 
the following remarkable declaration: ut whatever 
may be the miſchievous deſigns, or the inconſiderate 


pe wiſh to be known as perſons, who have diſapproved 
of meaſures ſo; ityurious in their paſt effects and their 
G 5 future 
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ſuture tendency, and who are not in haſte, without in- 
quity or informatian, to commit ourielves in declars- 


43 


tions hie may procipitate our country into all the cala- 


mities-of a civil war.““ n een er. 
majority of 63 t 3. 

Notwithſtanding the hoftile dene of the fpecdh; oak 
the, great majority that ſupported the addreſſes, there 
appeared an irreſolution on the fide of miniſtry; and 
previous t the Chriſtmas receſs, they ſeemed evidently 
to ſhrink from all conteſt upon American ſubjects. The 
national eſtimates were entirely formed upon a peace 
eſtabliſument ; and the miniſter of the naval department 
publicly. aſſerted in the houſe of lords, thiat he knew it 


obedience. He ſpoke with the greateſt contempt: boti 


of the power and courage of the Americans; and beld+ 
made, would only add ro the facility uf their defeat 
The eſtabliſnment will indeed, be fully ſufficient,” if 
tho miniſtry mean to omploy the navy otily, and to re- 
call the military. Ships may effect that with little 
ers, mapoplunges the nation into enormous diſburſe- 
colonies; andi a number of frigates employed as cruiſers 
to ſtop the Americans from ſending any veſſels to ſea ;- 
and this meaſure, continued, would at length weary du 


-*-Lords who ſigned the proteſt—Richmond, Portland,” Rocking 
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ob: tlie continent. and induce one or other of them to 
ſubmit; and bur one linie of che chain gave way, the 
whole would ſoon come to the ground y and were the 
ſea-ports once brought to adjuſt the preſent diſpute with 
adminiſtration; the towns in the hack country might be 
—— cher ſpme, whatever may be their 


tract. their violent meaſures, and to redreſs American 
grievunces. To chis end, apphcation was made, under 
the auſpices of tha miniſter, to the hody of the American 
rherchants,; deſiring therm to frame petitions for the re- 
dreſi of American grievanctes, and the reſtoration of 
Cr tear ated aidrearadiechcmn, 
as it gas moſt” agreeable' to the — inc the 
obnoxious acta, ſberningiy in conſequence of petitions at 
home: | While this was in agitation, letters were re- 
ceived from New York; aſſuring that the afſembly 
vould reject the proceedings of the general congreſs, 
and that there would be a ſeparation of that colony from 
o a diviſion, upon which miniſtry reverted to meaſures 
more adapted to their own inclination— 
But during the receſs; perſons began to conſider the 
_credings, and) a general alarm was ſpread. This pro- 
. ſeveral mectings 2 met- 
ede Reniimibrancer, Pate H. p.227, the note 
hes, $ 
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chants in London. and Briſtol; and petitions to parlia- 
ment were prepared and agreed upon in boch places. 
But the times were ſo altered from what they were for- 
merly, that no-mercantile oppoſition could prove effica- 
cious by endangering the continuance of the miniſtry. 

On the firſt day of the meeting after the receſs, the 
nobleman at the head of the American affairs, laid the 
papers belonging to his department, before the lords, on 
which Lord Chatham role, and expreſſed his utmoſt 
neee un 
rican meaſures.. X 

. Being in poſſeſſion — eee en Mie. 
Nee wherein he gives a particular account 
of his lordſhip's ſpeech, of the copies of ſeveral letters 
ſent by himſelſ w America, and of other matters permit 
. — gs 
and expreſſions of Mr. Quincy, with the dates. 

Viewed Plymouth docks. A Ale ee ee 74. 
powers of this great nation are increaſed to a degree III. 
ſhould not have believed, if it had been predicted to 
me. I am not in any meaſure reconciled to the Britich 
plan of taxing America, but I ſhould with cheerfulneſs 
accede to a contribution from the colonies, (they being 

the fole judges of the time and quantity of their grants) 
toward the charges of the Briaſh. government. 

This morning J. Williams eſq;- informed me, that 18. 
governor Hutchinſon had repeatedly aſſured the miniſtry, 
that a union of the colonies was utterly impracticable; 
that the people were greatly divided among themſelves 
in every colony; and that. there could be no doubt but 
that all America would fubrit ; that they muſt, aW © 


eie Ff | would 


1 ' * 


would ſoon-. — ax 
Dr. Franklin of the ſame facts. "4 
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—— „We muſt tr 
what we can do to ſupport the authority we have claimed 
over America; if we are deſective in power, we muſt 
ſit down contented and make the beſt rerms we can; and 
nobody then can blame us aſter we have done our utmoſt; 
but kill. we have tried what we can do, we can never bt 


zuſtified in receding; and we ought to, and ſhall be very 
vareful not to judge a thing impoſſible, becauſe it may 
be difficult; nay, we ought to try what we can effect 
before we can determine upon its irnpracticability D. 
J — The ſollowing language hath been re- 
iterated to me in various companies We are afraid 
of nothing dut your diviſion, and: your wanr-of-perſe: 


: "100 ———— OY een 


11 Pepend not upon commercial plans for 


26. 


your ſafety:! Dr. Franklin - is an American in heart and 
ſoul. His ideas are not contracted within the narrow 
Arnits of exemption from taxes but are extended upon 
the broad ſcale of total n e 


and bold upon the ſubject 


Governor 5 eee 


| againſt N meriea were planned and puſhed on by Bernard 
and Hutehinſon. They were inceſſant in their applica; 


n eee, —— * 
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of the taxes of this kingdom, and the diſtreſs of our 
poor. They are extreme poor and wretched indeed. 
every thing here is taxed to the utmoſt. The colonies 
muſt relieve us: they muſt eaſe us of our taxes, &c.” 
He alſo affirmed to me, that governors Bernard and 
Hutchinſon | were - principally attended to in the late 
meaſures againſt the colonies. But he added, that govern- 
ment had ſound many things had turned out different 
from Hutchinſon's repreſentations, and had not been at 
all conformable to what he foretold. | 

10. tense ien d 
n fardd-niy: conintry. I find every. body eager 
z hear, moſt people willing to be ſer right, and almoſt 
all groſsly ignorant of the American world. It: is agreed 
on all hands, that your courage—your courage, I repeat 
jt—will: be brought to the teſt. Should it prove an- 
ſwerable to your oſtentations, and worthy your anceſtors, 
your friends will amazingly-increaſe, your hearty friends 
will be in raptures. Prepare, e e en e 

worſt.“ 
well Many of your friends here. in both houſes will not 
take a deciſive part, till they ſee how you act in Ame- | 
rica. For ſhould they take a determined part now in 
favor of that country, and in a ſhort time America-give 
are the hopes of all Britiſh ſtateſmen) would be-for ever 
at an end. Therefore till the coloniſts,. diſcover that 
union and ſpirit, which all partięs here agree; muſt-fasge 
ſucceſs, you are not to expect any great exertions in 
your favor. But when once there is a \conyiftion,-thet 
the Americans are. in earneſt, chat theygaręreſdl deck · 
endure all hazards within {pirit: Mamba Ahe pie, then 
He Ff 2 (and 
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(and-not till then) will you have many firm, active, per- 


ſevering and powerful friends. For, ſtrange as it may 


ſeem, there is a great doubt here, among many, whe- 
ther you are neee ee eee | 
tent of choſe words.. 

Dont upped ary: a. 


＋ꝙJe%.l . — 


muſt have all they aſk.” He particularly mention: d, 
that Lord M——, laſt ſeſſions, aſſured the houſe o. 
lords, that the plan they had laid would go down in 
America ne clade; and alſo, that he had the beſt inte- 
ligence what might be carried through there. His lord 
eee eee ee -e 
— information. | 

To Em, .%-Fove-counnyuner traſt ſeal their cx 
with their blood.” They muſt preſerve a conſiſtency of 
character. TuEV MUST NoT-DELAay. They muſt—or 
be trodden down into the vileſt vaſſalage the ſcorn— 


OI web anc 


ſas ” 


_ »» To E. Permit me to congratulate my country- 
Pin eee with which the con- 


greſs have conducted. Their policy, ſpirit and union, 


All parties agree in giving them a tribute of honor and 
applauſe. My Lord N—— endeavoured to explain 
away his expreſſion, 0. gre yore 


Beware of the arts of negotiation.” ' 


« By the way, de US debe buCchewniniiry fe 
large fums to New York in order to bribe your conti- 
nental delegates. It was openly avowed and vindicated; 
5 ag Ca in this 
S « Way, 
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way, with the delegates from New York. It was faid; 
that they had effected a diſ-union-which would be fatal 
to the cauſe of America. You can't well imagine the 
that glorious. body. They are viewed as the noribern 
bo I NAPIER 
po eee > 


"Ta J oſeph Reed eſq; * Philadelphia) n 
«Sure Lam that the miniſtry. have na where fuch Han 
guine hopes of a defe&tion as from that quarter (New 
York.) Their influence is no where ſo forcibly ex- 
tended z it is certain they will be aſtoniſhingly diſap- 
pointed if they do not find a ſenſibility to their touch. 
Lord C faid in the houſe of lords, the other day, 
Were I an American, I would reſiſt. to the laſt drop 
of my blood. Your parliamentary friends ſay, ſnatch 
guine and warm partizans ſay, '” Lou are united and 
again. Seize the happy and glorious opportunity for 
. —— 
Tuumian ain che affairs of men," TER. 


MO 0 COIN TGA No 2 
ſaid, pointing to the pictures taken from ruins found at 
Herculaneum, © I hope you have not che books con- 
raining the draughts of thoſe ruins with you.” | replied, 


« There was one ſet I believed in the public library at 


our college. Keep them there, (ſaid he) and they 


may be of ſome ſervice as a matter of curioſity for the 5 i 


anne ̃ nk yi. 
Ff 3 : They 
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They will infuſe a taſte for buildings and ſculpture; and 
when a people get a taſte for the fine arts, they are 
ruined. Tis taſte that ruins whole kingdoms. is 
taſte that depopulates whole” nations. I could not help 
weeping, hem I-ſurveyed the ruins at Rome. All the 
remains of the Roman grandeur are of workæs which were 
finiſhed, when Rome and the ſpirit of Romans were no 
more, unleſs I except the ruins of the Emilian baths. 
Mr. Quincy, let your countrymen beware of taſte in 
their buildings; equipage, and dreſs, as a deadly poiſon.” 
Colonel Barre alſo added in the courſe of converſa- 
tion, About 14 or 15 years ago, I was through a 
conſiderable part of your country; for in the expedition 
 apainft Canada, my buſineſs called me to paſs by land 
through Pennſylvania, New Jerſey, York and Albany; 
and when I returned again to this country, I was often 
ſpeaking of America, and could not help ſpeaking well 
ol its climate, ſoil and inhabitants; for you muſt know, 
Sir, America was always a favorite with me. But will 
you believe it, Sir, yet J aſſure you it 4s true, more 
than two-thirds of this iſland at that time, thought the 
Americans were all negroes.” I replied, «1 did not 


in the leaſt doubt it, for if T' was to judge by the late 


acts of parliament, I ſhovld' ſuppoſe that a majority of 
the people of Great Britain Mil} thought ſo, for I found 
that their repreſentatives ſtill treated them as ſuch.” 
He ſmiled and the diſcourſe dropped. The colonel was 
among thoſe o voted for the Boſton port- bill. 

Attended the debates of the houſe of lords. Good 
wg. ee eee erlesen 
few minutes. 


_ 
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„Lord Chatham roſe; like Marcellus. * Viros ſupers 
eminet omnes.” He ſeemed to feel himſelf ſuperior to 
vere more pathetic than I ever ſaw ot heard before at 


the bar or ſenate. He ſeemed like an old Roman 


R hee 02/+- ERR 

The illuſtrious ſage ſtretched forth lia bas Aich che 
neee a Paul, and riſing with his ſubject; 
he ſmote his breaſt with the energy and grace of a De- 
moſthenes. He opened with ſome general obſervations, 


on the importance and magnitude of the American 
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quarrel (as he called it.) He enlarged upon the dan- 


nation, in eonſequence of the preſent diſpute, and the 
meaſures already begun and now carrying on by his 
great ſeverity and freedom. He then proceeded: 
My lords, theſe papers from America, now laid 
for the firſt time before your lordſhips, have been, to 


my knowledge, 5 or 6 weeks in the pocket of the mi 


niſter· And notwithſtanding the fate of this kingdom 


but this moment called to à conſideration of this im- 
portant ſubject. My lords, I do not want to look into 


hangs upon the event of this great controverſy, we are 


one of thoſe papers; I. know. their contents well enough 


already. I know that there is not a member in this 
houſe but is acquainted with their purport alſo. There 
ought therefore to be no delay in entering upon this 
matter; we ought to proceed to it immediately. We 
ought to ſeize the firſt moment to open the door of 
nn, The Americans will never be in a temper 


Ff 4 * "if 
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or ſtate to be reconciled: (they ought not to be) till the 
troops are withdrawn. The troops are a perpetual irri- 
tation to theſe people: they are a bar to all confidenct, 
and all cordial reconcilement. I there ſore, my lords, 
move That an humble addreſs be preſemed to his ma- 
jeſty, moſt humbly to adviſe and beſeech his majeſty, 
that, in order to open the way towards an happy ſettle- 
ment of the dangerous troubles in America, by begin- 
ning to allay ferments, and ſoften animoſities there ; and 
above all, for preventing, in the mean time, any ſudden 
and fatal cataſtrophe at Boſton, now ſuffrring under the 
daily irritation of an army, before their eyes, poſted in 
their town, it may graciouſly pleaſe his majeſty, that 
for removing his majeſty's. forces from the town of 
circumſtances indiſpenſable to the ſafety. and accommo- 
dation of the ſaid Ru — ROT * {ame practi- 
cable.“ eee v 

99 — l 5 . 
for reconciliation, It will ſoon be too late. I know 
adviſes to a perſeverance and enforcement of them; but 
this J will ſay, that whoever adviſes them ought to an- 
ſwer for it, at his utmoſt peril... I know that no one 
will avow, that he adviſed, or that he was the author of 
theſe meaſures: every one ſhrinks from the charge. 
But ſomebody has adviſed his majeſty to theſe meaſures, 
and if -his. majeſty continues to, hear ſuch evil counſel- 
lors, his majeſty will be undone. - His majeſty indeed 
may wear his crown; 3 of it, 
it will not be worth the wearing.“ 


© What 
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% What more ſhall I ſay ? I muſt not. ſay, that the 
king is betrayed ; but this I will ſay, the NATION is 
America? What is our right to perſiſt in ſuch cruel and 
people? They ſay you have no right to tax them with- 
out their conſent. - They ſay truly. Repreſentation and 
taxation mult go together: they are inſeparable; Yet 
there is hardly a man in our ſtreets, though ſo poor as 
ſcarce to be able to get his daily bread, but thinks he 
is the legiſlator of America. Our American ſubjects is 
2 common phraſe in the mouth of the loweſt orders of 
our citizens; but property, my lords, is the ſole and en- 
tire dominion of the owner: it excludes all the world 
beſides che owner. None can intermeddle with it. It 
is a unity a mathematical point. It is an atom; un- 
tangible by any but the proprietor. Touch it—and the 
owner loſes his whole property. The touch contaminates 
the whole maſs ; the whole property vaniſhes. The 
touch of afbther annihilates 2 
own is abſolutely and excluſively his o n. 
In the laſt parliament all was anger —all was ** 
Adminiſtration did not conſider what was practicable, 
but what was revenge. Sine clade viferia was the language 
of the miniſtry laſt ſeſſions, but every body knew, an 
ideot might know, that fuch would not be the iſſue. 
But the ruin of the nation was a matter of no concern, 
abuſed; miſrepreſented, and traduced in the moſt-atro- 
cious manner, in order to give a- colour, and urge on 


to the mioſt precipitate, unjuſt, cruel, and vindictive 
. 2 


C 
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viſdom, manly ſpirit, ſublime ſentiments and ſimplicity 


My lords, the very inſernal ite they cane, 
caſtigatgiie + fed audifpue, my lords. The very ſpirits of 


the inſernal regions H RAR. re they puniſb But 


grievances? With unexampled patience, with unpa- 
ralleled wiſdom. They choſe delegates by their 'freo 
ſuffrages: no hvibery, no corruption, no U here, 
my lords. Their repreſentatives meet with che ſenti- 
ments and temper, and ſpealꝭ the ſenſe of the continent. 
For genuine ſagacity, for ſingular moderation, ſor ſolid 


of language, for every thing reſpectable and honorable, 
the congreſs of Philadelphia ſhine unrivalled. This wiſe 
peopleTpeak out. They do not hold the language of 


| flaves* they tell you what they mean. They do not 


aſſc you to repeal your laws as a favor: they claim it 
as a right: they demand it. They tell yuu, they will 
not ſubmit to them: and I tell yo the ats muſt be 


repealed ; they wilkiberirepeale; byou cannot enforce 


them. The miniftry are checker mated. They have a 
move to make on pa ave eee 
they are ruined. 5 rn Wes eee: 971 
— my lords, I ſay. ieee. 
peal: will not ſatisfy this enlightened and ſpirited people. 
What ! repeal a bit of paper: repeal a piece of parch- 
ment! That alone won't do, my lords. Vou mult go 
through. You muſt declare you have no right to tax; 
in you. I have heard a noble lord ſpeak, who feemed 


to fo * ** I chink that 
on! 1 honorable 
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and becoming caution; He has entrenched himſelf and 
ſtrengthened his fortifications. I don't know what he 
could do more. His ſituation puts me in mind of a 
ſimilar tranſaction in the civil wars of France, when the 
other, with large armies lay many weeks very neat each 
other. Turenne, conſcious of the terrible conſequences 
of a victory to himſelf and country, though the armies 
were ſeveral days in ſight of each other, never came to 
a battle. On his return to the court of France, the 
queen aſked him, Why, Marſhall, I think you la 
ſeveral days in ſight of your enemy, and you might have N 
been up with him at any time; pray why did ybu not 
take him ? The general very ſhrewdly replied, 
« Should 1 have taken him, pleaſe your majeſty, I was 
afraid all Paris would have taken me.” My lords, there 
ue three millions of whigs. Three millions of whigs, 
my lords, with arms in their hands, are a very formidable 
body. T'was the whigs, my lords, that ſet his majeſtyfs 
royal anceſtors upon the - throne of England. I hope, 
my lords, there are yet double the number of whigs in 
England that there are in America. I hope the whigs 
of both countries will join and make a common cauſe. 
Ireland is with the Americans to a man. The whigs of 
that country will, and thoſe of this country ought, to 
thinle the American cauſe their o.n. They are allied 
to each other in ſentiment and intereſt, united in one 
great principle of defence and reſiſtance: they ought 
therefore, and will run to embrace and ſupport their 
brethren. The cauſe of ſhip- money was the cauſe of 
al che whigs of England, Tom, foal. not. take my money + 
is without 
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without my confent, is the doctrine and language of whigz, 
It is the doctrine and voice of whigs in America, and 
whigs here. It is the doctrine in ſupport of which I do 
not know how many names 1 could may call in this 
houſe: among the living I cannot ſay how many I could, 
to join with me and maintain theſe doctrines with their 
blood; but among the dead I could raiſe an hoſt innu- 
merable. And, my lords, at this day, there are very 
many ſound: ſubſtantial honeſt: Whigs, who ought and 
who will conſider 1 1 2 er 
mme: 

My lords, Tod wich de e dodrines 
and with what 1 have ever and ſhall continue to main- 
tain; I ſay, I ſhall oppoſe America whenever I fee her 
aiming at throwing off the navigation act, and other re- 
gulatory acts of trade, made bona fide for that purpoſe, 
of the whole empire. It is ſuggeſted ſuch is their de- 
fign. I fee no evidence of it. But to come at a cer- 
tain knowledge of their ſentiments and defigns on this 
head, it would be proper firſt to do them juſtice. Treat 

95 wem as 1 W ou wy at pas as: An re- 
20 — lords, ape impreſſed 4 this: eee 
of raking ſore healing meuſures at this moſt alarming 
diſtracted tate of our affairs, though bowed down. with 
a cruel diſeaſe; I have crawled: to this houſe, to give 
you my beſt: experience and counſel; and my advice is 
to beſeech his majeſty, &c. &c. This is the beſt I can 
think of. It will convince America, that you mean to | 
try her cauſe in the ſpirit and by the laws 1 | 
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ſhe now truſt you, with the bayonet ar her breaſt ?. She 
„„ eee eee eee e 
her death or bondage.” rr! | 
_ «© Thus entered on the threſhold ofthis bulineks 1 

wil knock at your gates for juſtice without ceaſing, un- 
leſs inveterate infrmities ſtay my hand. My: lords, I 
pledge myſelf never to icave this buſineſs: I wilt pur- 
{ve it to the end in every ſhape. I will never fail of 
my attendance on it, at every ſtep and period of this 
great matter, unleſs nailed down to my bed by the feve- 
rity of diſeaſe. My lords, there is no time to he loſt ; 
every moment is big with dangers. Nay, white I am 
now ſpeaking, the decifive 'biaw may be ſtruck, ard 
millions involved in the confequence. I be very firſt 
drop of blood will make a wound, that will not eafily 
be ſkinned over. care, perhaps ages may not head it. 
It will be irvitabile vu, a wound ef thet rancorous 
malignant, 'corrodins, feftering name, that in alt pro- 
bability it will mortify the whole Body. Ler us Den, 
my lords, ſer to this buſineſs in carneſt, not take it =» 
by bits and ſcraps as formerly, juſt as exigencies preſſed, 
wirhout-any regard to the general relations, connections 
and dependencies. I would not by any thing I have 
laid, my lords, be thought to encourage America to 
proceed beyond the right line. I reprobate all acts of 
violence by her mobility, but when her inherent conſti- 
tutional rights are invaded, thoſe rights that ſhe has an 
equitable claim to the full enjoyment of, by the funda- 
mental laws of the Engliſh" conſtitution, and ingrafted 
thereon by the unalterable laws of nature, then I own 
myſelf an American, and feeling myſelf ſuch, ſhall, to 
N 6 the 
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the verge of my life, indicate thoſe rights; againſt al 
men, who ſtriwe to trample upon or oppoſe them.“ 


From the effects ot this ſpeech on che great audience 


without the bar, and from my own emotions and fee]. 
ings,” the miracles of ancient eloquence —ibe blaze of ge- 
wits and the burſt of 'thought-—with which Grecian and 
Roman orators have been ſaid to work wonders in the 
ſenate and the field, no longer appeared fabulous. 
. Lord Camden ſpoke next on the fide of America and 
in ſuppart of the motion. He equalled lord Chatham 
in every thing, but that · fire and pathos which are the 
forte of his lordſhip. In learning, perſpicuity and pure 
eloquence, probably no one ever ſurpaſſed Lord Camden. 
His lordſhip: opened briefſy upon the nature of pro- 
perty, the right of taxation, and izs inſeparability from re: 
preſentation. My lords (he ſaid) I will not enter into the 
large field of collateral reaſoning applicable to the abſtruſe 
diſtinctions touching the omnipotence of parliament. The 
declaratory law ſealed my mouth. But this I will ſay, not 
only as a ſtateſman, politician and philoſopher, but as 2 
Common Lawyzr, my lords, you have no right to tax 
America. I have ſearched the matter. I repeat it, my 


lords, you have no right to tax America. The natural 


rights.of man and the immutable laws of nature are all with 
that people. Much ſtreſs is laid on the - ſupreme legi- 
ſlative authority of Great Britain, and ſo far as the doc- 
trine is directed to its proper object I accede to it. But 
it is equally true, according to all approved writers on 
government, that no man, agreeable to the principles 
of natural or civil liberty, can be diveſted of any pan 
of his property without his conſent. Every thing has 
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unlimited aſſertion, i am far from thinking applicable 
to every poſſible caſe, that may ariſe in the turn of 
times. For my part, I imagine, that a power, feſult - 
ing from a truſt, arbitrarily exercifed; may be-lawfully 
teſiſted ʒ · hether the power is lodged in a collective 
body, or ſingle perſon, in the few or the many. How- 
ever modified makes no difference.” Whenever the truſt 
is wreſted to the injury of the people, whenever oppreſ- 
fon begins, all is unlawful and unjuſt, and reſiſtance 
of courſr becomes lawful and right. But ſome lords 
tell vs. ſeriouſſy that adminiſtratian · muſt reduce the 
Americins to obedience and ſubmiſſion, that is, you muſt 
make them abſolute and infamous ſlaves, and Shen. - Hatt 
We will ſay they give them ful-Iiberty. Ah l is this 
the nature of man Þ No, my lords, I would not truſt 
myſeif, American as I am, in this ſituation. I do not 
think- I ſhauldy in that caſe; be myſelf for giving of 
them: liberty.» No, vif they ſubmitted to ſuch unjuſt; 
ſuch gtuel, fuch degrading! ſlavery, I ſhould think they 
were made for ſlaves: that ſervility was ſuited to their 
nature and. genius. I ſhould: think they would beſt ſerve 
this country: as their ſlaves; that their ſervility would 
be ſor the benefit of Great Britain; and I ſhould be for 
keeping ſuch; Cappadocians in a ſtate of ſervitude, ſuch 
a3:was:{uited; to their * and e- redound 
much to our advantage. u 

„e My lords, ſome noble ee, ak _ re- 
ſiſtaner to acts of - parliament: :| King, lords and com- 
mons are fine ſounding names. But, my lords, acts of 
and commons may became tyrants as well as others. 
ACRE” Tyranny 
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Tyranny in one or more is the fame. It is u lawful to 
reſiſt the tyranny of many as of one. Somebody once 
aſked the great Mr. Selden, in what law book, in what 
records or archives of the ftate you might find the law 
for reſiſting tyranny.  ** I don't know, (faid Mr. Sel. 
den) whether it is worth your while to look deeply into 
the books upon this matter; but I'll tell you what is moſt 
certain, that it has always been the cuſtom of England— 
and the cuſtom of England is the law of the land.“ 

* There is a gentleman, whom I need not name, his 
works are well received and well known, who avoids 
ſtating any rule, when reſiſtance is lawful; and he lay; 
down the revolution as the only precedent. He ſays, 
that may juſtify canfot be defined; but the people a 
large will judge of their welfare and happineſs, and att 
accordingly. The ſame writer ſays, that whenever : 
caſe exactly ſimilar in all its parts and circumſtances to 
the revolution, when a caſe ſhall run upon all fours with 
that, then the law ſeems to be ſettled, that reſiſtance is 
lawful, I do not pretend to quote his words. I think 
his meaning is very much as I have ſtated it. But un- 
doubtedly in caſes, in many reſpetts diſſimilar, but in 
equal degree tyrannical and oppreſſive, reſiſtance may 
be lawful, and the people in all ages, countries and 
elimes have at times known theſe things; r 
and will for ever act accordingly.” 
.-LordShelbarne inthe coutſe of his argument ſaid, © My 


lords, we know, we all know, that juſtice and injuſtice, 
right and wrong are not at all conſidered in the courſe 
of our parliamentary proceedings. We all know that 
W eee 


viction, 
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victlon hut for mere form. Every thing is conſidered 

in the cabinet and brought into parliament, not ſor con- 
ſideration, but for the ſanction of the legiſlature, and 
the ſcreening the counſellors of the king. The meas 
ſures of parliament are the meaſures of the miniſter; 
and the meaſures of 'this miniſter are very often thoſe of 
his commiſſioner.” The Pt e der 
Wr motion 

Lords Littleton, Suffolk, Gower, Townſend, — 
ford and Weymouth ſpoke in oppoſition. I omit relating 
what their lordſhips ſaid, leſt I ſhould be ſuſpected by. 
any who may fee this journal, of an unfair report of their 
ſpeeches. But a very remarkable ſaying of Lord 
G— I cannot omit. His. lordſhip faid, I am for 
enforcing” theſe meaſures (and with great ſneer and con- 
tempt) let che Americans ſit talking about their natural 
and divine nghts, 2 he. 
rights from God and nature“ 

The houſe, at about ten, Aided ache r 
debates, an the queſtion contents 18, m 
including proxies. en 96 a 

Thus far from Mr. Gy pape = „ r 

The language of the lords in anden meal 
and decifive, And it was declared, that the mother 
country ſhould - never relax till America confeſſed her 
ſupremacy, and it was acknowledged to be the nee 
rial reſolution, to enforee obedience by arm. 

The principal trading and manufacturing towns in the 

„having waited'to regulate their conduct as to 
American aft, by that of the merchants of London 
and Briſtol; followed the example of theſe two great 
"ow L 1 4 4 Sg; 40 £00717) 4/C00R%T 
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commercial bodies, andi prepared petitions. upon that 
lubje&.to be preſented to parliament. unt ew r. 
Ihe petition from the merchants of London was of 


lerred to the committee, appointed to take into conſi- 
deration the American papers; but it was moved by 
way. of amendment, on the miniſterial ſide, that it ſhould 


be reſerred to a ſeparate committee to meet on the 27th, 


26. 


the day ſucceeding that appointed for the conſideration 


of American papers. This was objected to as a ſhame- 


ful pitiful evaſion; but upon the queſtion's being put, 
the amendment was carried, 197 againſt 81, who lip: 


ported the original motion. tha; 13. 287 , 4.04 


e e Br 


Glaſgow, Norwich, Liverpool, Mancheſter, Birming- 


ham, Wolverhampton, Dudley, and ſome other places; 
all of which, in turn, were conſigned to what the op- 


poſition termed the committee of obliv ion. 


On the day appointed for the conſideration, of Ameri- 
can affairs, a ſecond and very ſtrong petition, was pre- 


ſented from the merchants of London. On which it 


was moved, that the order for referring che merchants 


petition to a ſeparate committee ſhould. be diſcharged, 
and that ic ſhould be referred to a committee of the whole 


houſe, appointed to conſider the American affairs. The 


indignity and mockery offered to ſo. great a body as the 


merchants of London by the late reſolution, which with 
an inſidious affectation f civility, received the petition 
with one hand, and the it out of the window with the 


her, us painted. in. Arong colors... All the debate 


on the ſubject of the petitions, were attended with an 


unuſual degree of alperity, and even. _— 
E 
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fide of oppolitiog. ' The conduct alſo of the late par- 
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liament was ſcrutinized without mercy, and its memory 
treated with more than want of reſpect. A gentleman, 
remarkable for a farcaſtic poignancy in his obſervations, | 
in ſketching/a ſhort hiſtory of that parliament, ſaid, -thas | 


they began their political life with a violation of the ſa- 


cred right. of election in the caſe of Middleſex ; chat 


they had died in the act of popery, when they eſtabliſhed 
the Roman cathokic religion in Canada; and that they 
had lefta rebellion in America, as a legacy. The queſ- 
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rity. 


. Though it {arr Was a ee e ee 


Mr. Bollan, Dr. Franklin, and Mr. Lee, ſtating that 
they were authorized by the American continental con- 
greſs, to preſent a petition from the congreſs to the 


king, which petition his majeſty had referred to. that 


houſe, and that- they were enabled to throw- great light 
upon the ſubject: they prayed to be heard at the bar, 
in ſupport of the ſaid petition. A violent debate enſued. 
The miniſtry alleged, that the congreſs was no legal 
body, and none could be heard in reference to its pro- 
ceedings, without giving that illegal body ſome degree 
of countenance. It was anſwered,” that the congreſs, 


however egal as to other purpoſes, was ſufficiently le- 


gal for preſenting a petition. It was ſigned by the names 
of all the perſons wh compoſed it, and might be re- 
ceived as from individuals. It was ſaid, That it was 


their buſineſs rather to find every plauſible reaſon for re- 


ceiving petitions, than to invent pretences for rejecting 


them : chat the rejection 
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and that this mode of conſtantly rejecting their petitions," 
and refuſing to heur their agents, would infallibly end 
in undverſal rebellion, and hot unnaturally, as thoſe ſeem 
to ge up the riglits of government, who refuſe to hear 
the complaints ef the ſubject. The miniſtry inſulted 
the petition as containing nothing but pretended gtiev. 5 
aßees, while they refuſcd to hear and diſcuſs it. It vas 
r@ted by 318 to 68. This rejection muſt have been 
foreſeen by all who knew, that on the fourth of the 
month; Lord Dartmouch, by the king's orders, had 
written a circular letter to the governors of his majeſ 
ty's colonies, requiring them to uſe their utmoſt endea- 
vous to prevent the” holding of any more congreſſes ; 
and chat the American grievances were, in chat letter, 
termed pretended. This letter was written a few days 
after the petition had met with an apparent gracious re- 
ception, and had been prorniſed a due conſideration; 
bar probably not before favorable advices kia been r. 
ceived tefpetting the New York aſſembly. 
It was evident, . 
ready to adopt any meaſures which adminiftration ſhould 
propuiſe; and it was confidently believed and afferted, 
that when the merchants and imanufacturers were de- 
prived of all hopes of preventing the e operation of force, 
ir wohl then become” their incereſt to give all poffible 
effect to it. They would titus become by degrees, a 
principal ſupport of chat cane; algen . 


gerly oppo fed. EAT e I. AARDOIVIERL u. 
Thie opimon of We vr forcible mode of pro- 


obeditig in Emerica, and the hopes of coripelling a great 
boty at home to concurtente, have malle the miniſters 


dee and 016” beſblvel ts kb du, ad * 
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che planwithiwhich: they have begun. It may however 
be much doubted, whether they ſuſpect that the Arne- 
rican conteft will end in blood. Some of them in all 
probability hee ſuch a firm reliance upon Mr. Hutch- 
-inſon's judgmer:t; as to flatter themſelves that the volo- 


they have adopted and mean further to adopt; and fo 
have engaged in the preſent liazardous politics, in hopes 
Ar therein a complete 
triumph over all oppO I ggg 


Lot& Chatham perſeventsl in dhe preteen of hö Fe 


chneiliatory ſcheme uh America, and acebrdingiy 
brought into che houſe of lords che outlines of a bill, 
which he hoped would anſwer that ſalutary quurpoſe, un- 
der the title f A proviſional act for ſottling the trou- 
bles in America, and for aſſerting the ſupreme legiſſa- 
tive authority, and ſuperintending power of Great Bri- 
rain over the colonies”? 5 io on! fn lor 
ais bill cauſed a variety of diſcuſſion within and 
without door The miniſtry obſerved, chat it was 'n 


cauſe ſuſicient to induce them to reject it cheir plan 
Vein, ut preſent, to ſnow n firm reſolution not tp give 
may in any inſtance, while the oppoſitioan in Amenity 
continued. It was unuſual in parliament to reject, on 
che firſt propoſition, any bill for an object allowed 


any plan for obtaining the end propoſed. ut the pro- 
oerding on chis occaſion was different. I hey condemma: 
ed wihour reſerve the bill in the holes and in all ins 


parts; and it was moved, and ſtrongly ſupported by al 


the lords on the ſide of adriniſtration, that the bill be 


ora 6 3 regel 


propoſitiom of reconciliation by conceſſiom, Which ws 


20 be neteſſuryʒ and promifing, however faintly or rudely 
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rejefted in the firſt inſtance. The noble framer defend. 
ed himfelf and his bill from the numerous attacks which 
were made on both, with great ſpirit and vigor. The 
indignity offered him, ſeemed to renew all che fire of 
youth; and he retorted the farcaſms, which were level - 
led at him from different quarters, with a moſt pointed 
ſeverity. The nature of the ſubjects debated, and the 
ſtate of temper on both ſides, produced much warmth, 
The bill was rejected by a majority of 61 to 32, not 
being allowed to lie upon the table. The rejection of 
it may be of no diſſervice to the coloniſts, It contained 
_ init,” a propoſal to require of congreſs the making of a 
free grant to the king, of à certain perpetual revenue, 
fobject to the diſpoſition of the Britiſh parliament ; and 
congreſs'was to adjuſt the praportions of the ſeveral 
charges to be borne by each province, toward the gene- 
ral contributory ſupply. Had it paſſed into an act, the 
coloniſts might not have united in the propoſal, but 
have no occaſion to regret its fate, eſpecially as that will 
A petition was preſented to the commons, from the 
planters of the fugar colonies reſiding in Great Britain, 
and the merchants of London trading to thoſe colonies 
ſetting forth the diſtreſs to which the Weſt India iſlands 
will be reduced, unleſs the former harmany between this 
kingdom and the American colonies: is reſtared, Like 
all the former upon the ſubject, it was referred: to the 

ſentod, the miniſter opened his deſigns in reſpect to 
fenen, — 


AMERTCAN REVOLUTION, 


moved for an addreſs to the king; and for a conference 
with the lords, that it might be the joint addreſs of both 
houſes. The addreſs returns thanks for the communis 
eation of the American papers; and declares, that they 
find from chern, that a rebellion actually exiſts within the 
province of the Maſſachuſetts· bay; that the parties con- 


dais: and: bs dine} 
in ſeveral of the other colonies ; that they never can 
relinquiſn any part of the ſovereign authority over all 


the dominions, which by law is veſted in his majeſty 


ind the cwo houſes of parliament; that they ever have 


regard to any real grievanoes of any of his majeſty's ſubs 
jects, which ſhall in a dutiful and conſtitutional manner 
be laid before them; but at the ſame time they beſeech 
his majeſty to take the moſt effectual meaſures to en- 
forte due obedience to the authority of the ſupreme le- 
giſlature :; and in the moſt ſolemn manner aſſurt him, 


tliat at the hazard of their lives and properties, they will 


8 all wn TOP eee 
— eee hs ee 6h ro ee 
Lord North 3 enten 
intended to purſue, which were to ſendi a greater ſorce 
to America, and to bring in a temporary act to put 2 
ſtop Dre trade of the 1 — 
Novica; adlbiboyveuuron dh . f 


:2Thesaddrefs! was fo loaded eee 


ement· f wich cu] - not be. defined, that iitꝰ callecb a 


Ul the-pyyers of oppof rio and cr fond fem of the. 
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cerned! in it have been countenanced and encouraged by 
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moſt moderate in the houſe ſeemed to feel a kind of 
horror, at entering upon a meaſure — 
tendency, and inexplicable in the event. 

A gentleman, of the firſt eminence in the law, fol- 
lowed the miniſter through the whole detail of his 
ſpeech, and anſwered the different poſitions. He in- 
ſiſted, that having examined with legal preciſion the de- 
finitions of treaſon, the Americans were not in rebellion, 
and ſaid, Whatever the diſorders may be, they are 
created by the conduct of thoſe, whoſe views are to 
eſtabliſh deſpotiſm, and which are manifeſtly directed to 
reduce America to the moſt abject ſtate of ſervility, as 


n ꝓrelude to the realizing the fame wicked ſyſtem in the 


mother country.” He concluded by maintaining, that 


an oppoſition to arbitrary meaſures is warranted by the 
The other gentlemen of the minority entered but little 
into the juridical part of the debate; but maintained, 
that ĩt would be imprudent for parliament at this time 
to denlare the diſturbances rebellious. They faid, It 
in well known no act of violence has been committed in 
the Maſſachuſetts-bay, which has not been equalled by 
ſomething ſimilar in every other province, and ſome- 
times even exceeded by acts of à more heinous nature; 
that therefore the only effect of this violent, but partial 
declaration of rebellion, will be to delude ourſelves into 


preparations of hoſtility, as if againſt one province only, 


hen in truth we have to contend with twelve. 


On che other ſide, the crown lawyers and miniſterial 
debaters maintained, that ſuch Americans as come within 


and ſtill perſevere in the ſupport and commiſlion of ſuch 
99.4 — + 3 - EN. acts, 
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ment of a ſew of the -worlt ſort of traitors, ſuch a8 
Hancock and his crew may be ſufficient to teach the 
reſt their duty in future; and that the boaſted ' union of 
the colonies will diſſolve the moment parliament ſhows 
itſelf reſolved on vigorous and fevere meaſures. Some 
lemen of rank in the army; treated all ĩdea of re: 
ſiſtance by the Americans with the utmoſt contetnipt 
They ſaid, They are neither ſoldiers, nor ever can 
be made ſo, being naturally of a puſillanimous diſpoſition 


and by their lazineſs, uncleanlineſs, and radical deſect of 
conſtitution, they are difabled from going through the 
ſervice of a campaign, but will melt away with-ſicks 
neſs, before they can face an enemy; fo that a flight 
force will be more than ſufficient for their complete re. 
duction? Many ludicrous ſtories to that purport were 
told, greatly to the entertainment of the houſe. A mo- 
tion however was made for an amendment, which upon 


a diviſion was rejected by a large majority, 304 againſt 


10969. Tbe queſtion being then put for the addreſe, -was 
carried by nearly the fame majorit . d 
But the minority had not dne weh the bufimtlib 


Upes sewing the feport: from the committee a cw Feb, 
days after a noble lord made a motion to recominit tho 


addreſs ; and: ſupported it with ' many arguments. He 
ſtared our domeſtic ſituation, and inſerred the improv 
priety and Hanger of a declaration from that houſe of 
the exiſtence of a rebellion in any part of our domũnions; 
and ſhowed the deſperate meaſures into which it might 


en PETS cy 


be taken gf fuck an occaſion by our powerful and watch 
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and utterly incapable of any fort of order or diſcipline} 


on che other ſide; the addreſs was ſtigmatized as 
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ful neighbours, whoſe ancient enmity and jealouſy were 
much increaſed; by the glory we had acquired, and the 
diſgrace and loſs they had ſuffered in the laſt war. He 
ſaid, My head and my heart join in deprecating the 
Horrors of a civil war, which will be rendered ſtill more 
dreadful, by its involving in it certain conſequences, 2 
foreign one with the combined e 
erful nations. 1 

This motion ee beni u ed me 
ing debate that had taken place in the new parliament! 
It was acknowledged on all hands, that the preſent criſis 
was the moſt perilous and intricate, in hich the nation 
had been involved ſince the revolution. It was con- 
tended by thoſe who oppoſed the motion, that the Ame: 
ricans were not to be won by kindneſs or retained. by 
benefits ; and that the tenderneſs, which had been con- 
ſtantly practiſed by government, had produced the pre- 
ſent fatal conſequences. The danger from foreign pow- 
ers ſupporting the Americans, was ſaid to be imaginary: 
und ix was ſtill contended by ſeveral, that an appear- 
ance of vigorous meaſures; with ſome reinforcement of 
the troops at Boſton, would prove ſufficient to quell the 
diſturbances in America, without the drawing of blood. 


 ervel;;ſanguinary;'-and unjuſt. It was urged, © The 
Americans have given the ſtrongeſt and moſt unequi- 
voeal demonſtrations of their. filial piety toward the 
mother country. They have fought and bled by out 


fide;'/- In the preſent ſtate of diſtraction they requite no 
more ſor the reſtoration of harmony, than to be placed 
in chr ſame ſituation they were in at the cloſe of the laſt 
vu. They have been 3 lung feriet of 
G43 Fears, 
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years; in ideas of certain. rights, of which; the elefting 
of their own repreſentatives, and the diſpoſal of their 


among the principal. If this is an error, the crown and 
ing in their whole conduct conſtantiy nouriſhed the de- 
luſion. At the time of the repeal of the ſtamp- act, 
two of the firſt names of this kingdom, ' for ability as 
well as legal knowledge, beſide many others, utterly de- 
nied the right of taxation, Is it then to be wondered 
at, that the Americans, with ſuch authorities on their 


own money for the public ſervice only through them, are 


— 


fide, are tenacious of a right ſo invaluable in its nature, 


which has at all times been conſidered as the diſtinction 
ſtant, the wiſeſt and honeſteſt men, even in the mother 
country, are divided in opinion? Philip the Second, 
and his ſeventeen provinces, are the counterpart of what 
we are acting. In comparing the probability of gvents, 
can any man ſay, Great Britain has ſuch a proſpect of 
victory in the event as Spain might then have expected? 
If we imagine, that the powers of Europe will ſit ſtill 
during this conteſt, we muſt ſuppoſe a ſyſtem of poliey 


now to prevail; or rather an extenſion of folly, all v r 


of. its giſteunee » %%% 20640 net 
M uch ill temper appeared in every part of the houſe 
in the courſe; of theſe — 
— — principles, Which had -thrown- the 


whole empire into a ſtate of confuſion: and: diſtraction. 
* In a ward,” it was ſaid, © the Wort and ſimple queſ- 


_ 


valy co admit of a difference of opinion] but that even 
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nies, or give up our mmiſtry/* ooo ono nwo 121 
Phe miniſtry, on che other handy talked much about 
faction at home, and republican . principles; and the 
Americans being ſpirited up to their rebellion dy incen. 
diary writers and ſpeakers in England. After à debate, 
chich continued till hatf an hour after two in the morn. 
ang the motion ſor tlie veommittnent of the addreß 
ns rejected by nearly the fortner miiorityßp. 
When it was moved in the houſe bf lords, to fil u 
che blank, leſt open in the addreſs, by che inſertion of 
che words. The lords ſpiritual and temporal, &c.” to 
nender che inſtrumenit the joint act of boch houſes, 2 
debate enſued. The queſtions f treaſbn rebellion, ard 
conſtructive treaſons were deeply entered into by ro 
great:Jaw lords, who differed totally in their legal and 
Political ſentiments, and catried om u long argument 
a: large ſtock of profeſſional and general learning wis 


Aiſplayed on each ſide. It is to be lamented; that with 


all che boaſted excellency of ogr eonfeitution, a queſtion 
of ſo vaſt magnitude as to include in its conſequences, 


the lives, fortunes, and honors of all che ſubjects of thi 


empite, fill remains involved in ſuch obſetrity, as nd 


the _— oracles of the law are bewildered in its dark: 
neg. - This extraordinary debure was attended with forr 
fingular/circumſtafices;” Lord Mansfield, to the greit 
turpriſe of moſt of his auditors, concerned; in very ev 
plicit and unreſerved” terms, the mesure of laying of 
che duties in 4767; which he declared to be the moſt 
abſurd and 'perniciods what aould be 3 and atf | 


$104 cauſe 
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cluſe of all the · preſent impendiag evils, - The dike bf 
Grafton; ; Lord Shelburne, and Lord Camdem who! 
were at that time cabinet counſellors, and held the Gat? 
a * the ſtate, declared ſvparately in their places, 
that they had no ſhare in that mraſure, nor had ever 
civen it any approbation. The manner in which a mea- 
ſure of. miniſtry was carried againſt che opinion of mi- 
niſters was not explained, A diſclofure relative to a 
matter, which had already convulſed the whole empire, 
aud wus ſtill more to be dreaded in its future conſe- 
quences, excited general amazement, mixt with indigs” 
nation and regret in individuals, The fatal and overs" 
ruling ſecter influence, which had fo long guided and 
marred all public affairs, was deplored and animad-? 
verted upon in different parts of the houſe. © 
When the queſtion came to be put, wider e 
with the commons in the addreſs, by inſerting che- 
words neceſſary ts fi up the blank, it was carried by 2 
prodigious rtrajority. But the lords Richmond, Craven, 5 
Archer, Abergavenny, Rockingham, Wycombe, Cour- & 
tenay, Tortington, Ponſonby,” Cholmondeley, Abingdon, 
Portland, Camden, Effingham, Stanhope, Scarborough;* 
Fitzwilliam, and Tankerville, proteſted againſt = ak 
addreſs amounting to 4 declaration of tour, which "is 
founded on no proper parliamentary information, which? 
follows the rejection of every mode of conciliation, 
which holds out no fubſtantial offer of rediefs of 
pfievanees, and which promiſes ſupport to thoſe m. 
rifters,ho/have inflamed America, and Dosh mi- 
coiiduBtea"the affaits" of Gtent Britain - (99000, 
- The” kddrefe" Was" delivered, ätid an anfwer given, Feb. 
wherein bis majeſty rell both hobies} that hey might® 
N depend 
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depend upon his taking the moſt ſpeedy and effectual 
CD 
the authority of the ſupreme legiſlature. | 
On chat or the preceding day, e 
rial from the aſſembly of Jamaica to his majeſty, wa 
laid before the commons. It was drawn up in very 
ſtrong terms. The petitioners entered into a full, free, 
and argumentative diſcuſſion of the late claims- of the 
mother country, and of the rights of the colonies: the 
former of which they combated, and the latter defended 
with amazement, a plan almoſt carried into execution 
for reducing the colonies into the moſt abject ſtate of 
ſlavery ; and they ſupplicated the throne, and demanded 
and claimed from the ſovereign, as the guarantee of 
their juſt rights, that no laws ſhould be forced upon 
them, injurious to their rights as coloniſts or Engliſn- 
men; and that, as the common parent of his people, 
his majeſty would become a mediator e his 
European and American ſubjects. 
The next day the miniſter moved for leave to bring 
in a bill to reſtrain the trade and commerce of the New 
England provinces, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the 
Britiſn Weſt India iſlands, and to prohibit them from 
carrying on any fiſhery on the banks of Newfoundland, 
and other places therein to be mentioned, under certain 
conditions, and for a limited time. In anfwer to the 
objections made to it while the ſubject of debate, the 
charges of injuſtice and cruelty were denied, and the 


> contrary maintained; it was declared to be neceſſary; 


and it was obſerved, that though the innocent were in- 
volved with the guilty, and — 
ty 


A N BE pi ro. * 

cellity might be 
The motion for a 
to One. dunn atmse 
In the progress of the bill, e 4a — 
and traders, intereſted in the American commerce, pe+ 
titioned againſt it, and. were allowed to be heard. In 
conſequence. of this a long train of witneſſes were exa- 
mined, and it appeared, That in 1764, the four New 
England colonies employed in their ſeveral fiſheries, no 
le&, than 45,880 ton of ſhipping, and 6002 men, and 
chat. the produce of their fiſheries in the foreign markets 
for., that. year, amounted to 322, 220 l. 16s. ſterling 
That che fiſheries. were greatly increaſed ; that all the 
materials uſed in them, except ſalt, and the timber ot 
which, their veſſels were built, were taken from this 
cquntry, and that the nett proceeds of the fiſh were re- 
mitted here; and that there was near a million of money 
owing: from-New England to the city of. London only. 
They ſtated to the houſe, that the calamities conſequent 
upon the bill muſt fall in a particular degree upon the 
innocent. The caſe of the inhabitants of Nantucket 
vguld be particularly hard. They amounted to ſome 
thouſands; nine : tenths of them Quakers, inhabiting a 
barren land: but by an aſtoniſhing induſtry they kept 
140 veſſels in conſtant employ, eight in the importation 
en fox. the land, and de reſt in the whale 
fiſhery . | 
” While dhe bil vas pending Lord North med al 
Parties, and ſeemed, for a time nnen 

own, by, Dacilierery meen in regard to Ameriaa. lt 
123 That when the governor, council, and at- 


p. s or general court of his majeſty's provinces or 
ho colonies, 
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ebloties, ſhall propoſe to make proviſion, according to 
| their reſpective conditions, circumſtances, and ſituations, 
for contributing their proportion to the common defence 
(ſuch proportion to be raiſed under the authorities of 
the general court, or general aſſembly, of ſuch province 
or colony, and diſpoſable by parliament) and ſhall en- 
gage to make proviſion alſo, for the ſupport of the civil 
government, and the adminiſtration of juſtice in ſuch 
province or colony, it will be proper, if fuch propoſal | 
ſhould be approved by his majeſty in parliament, and 
for fo long as ſuch proviſion ſhall be made accordingly, 
to forbear, in reſpect of ſuch province or colony, to levy 
" any duties, tax, or aſſeſſment; or to impoſe any further 
duty, tax, or aſſeſſment, except only ſuch duties as it 
may be expedient to impoſe for the regulation of the 
commerce, the nett produce of the duties laſt men- 
tioned to be carried to the account of ſuch province, 
colony, or plantation, reſpectively.“ The numerous 
high prerogative party, who had ever oppoſed any re- 
laxation in favor of the colonies, heard the propoſition 
with horror, and conſidered themſelves as abandoned or 
J betrayed. They pronounced it a ſhameful prevarica- 
tion, and a mean departure from principle ; and finally 
concluded with declaring, that they would make no 
conceſſions to rebels with arms in their hands; and that 
they would enter into no meaſure for a ſettlement with 
the Americans, in which an expreſs and definitive ac- 
knowledgment from them of the ſupremacy of parlia- 
ment was not a preliminary article. A gentleman of 
the long robe, and who has lately diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
for his zeal in promoting all the meaſures for reducing 
a TON! W—) had the addreſs in a few 
minutes 
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minutes to huſn the commotion, by convincing the mal- 
contents, that the appearance of conceſſion, lenity, and 
tenderneſs, which -had ſo much alarmed them, were of 
ſuch a nature, that they. could not interfere with the moſt 
rigid meaſures which they wiſhed to enforce. _ The gen- 
tlemen in oppoſition ſaid, The motion is inſidious, 
baſe and treacherous, in the higheſt degree.” The mi- 
niſter acknowledged it to be a cheat, and deſigned for 
the purpoſe: of diſ-uniting the Americans; but it will 
tend only to conſolidate that common maſs of union 
into which they have been thrown by the Boſton port 
act. The queſtion was carried by a majority of three 
to One. ic 
A petition from the merchants, traders, and principal Feb 
inhabitants of Poole, in Dorſetſhire, was preſented, in Ka 
avowed-oppoſition to that from London, and in ſupport 
of the principles of the fiſhery-bill, . This petition ſet 
forth, that the reſtraints upon the colonies would not by 
any means be injurious to.commerce; and that the foreign 
markets might be amply ſupplied, by extending the 
Newfoundland fiſhery from England, They concluded 
by ſoliciting, no leſs for their own immediate advantage 
than for the univerſal benefit of their country, ſuch en- 
couragement as parliament ſhould think proper. 

A. petition. was alſo delivered from the Quakers in 
behalf of their brethren and others, the inhabitants of 
Nantucket, .in which they ſtated their innocence and 
induſtry, the utility of their labors to themſelves and the 
community, the hazards attending their occupation, and 
the uncertainty. of their gains; and ſhowed, that if the 
bill paſſed into a law, they muſt n Waun all 
the miſeries of a famine. | 
Vor. I. N H h | "357 "56-00 
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In every ſtage of the bill, the debate rekindled ; and, 
in the courſe of it, the minority "obſerved, * When it 
was thought wiſdom to overthrow eſtabliſhed privileges, 
and to combat national prejudices, by ſtarting the 
new claim of taxation, the Americans went no further 
than to deny our right of internal taxation. Having 
gained the point of urging them to queſtion one right, 
we ſoon convinced them, both by argument and practice, 
that an external tax might be made to anſwer all the 
purpoſes, and to produce all the miſchiefs of internal 
taxation, They then denied our right of taxing for 
ſupply. Parliament then proceeded to deprive them of 
their charter, and to change the courſe. of-juſtice and 


trials. Then they were puſhed to deny the power of in- 


ternal legiſlation. But ſtill they had hitherto never for- 
mally rejected the power of parliament to bind their 
trade. We are now to convince them, however, that 
if but a ſingle branch of legiſlative power is left to this 
country, we can diſtort that branch in ſach a manner, 
that it ſhall include all the purpoſes of unlimited ty- 
ranny.” It appeared upon evidence at the bar of the 
houſe, that by the operation of the bill, many thouſands 
of innocent inhabitants would be reduced to the fad 
alternative, either of periſhing through want at home, 
or of removing to ſome other leſs rigorous government 
for protection and ſupport ; ſo that a famine among the 
New Englanders was predicted as the conſequence of the 
bill. e 

Some gentlemen on the other ſide of the queſtion, 
acknowledged the harſhneſs of the meaſure ; but la- 
mented its being indiſpenſably neceſſary. A much greater 
number contended, that the bill was in an high degrec 
mer ciful, 


\ 
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merciful, and that the New England colonies did not 
want reſources to prevent a famine. A few went fo far 
as to regret, that the bill did not convey puniſhments 
to the crimes of the Americans, and to dread, 
that the famine which had been ſtrongly prognoſticated, 
and pathetically lamented, would not take place. 

Mr, Quincy fails to-morrow for the Maſſachuſetts. 
He is very far from being well; and has been attended 
upon repeatedly by Dr. Fothergill. The doctor thinks 
the Briſtol air and water would give him perfect health; 


and it is greatly againſt his own opinion and inclination 


that he takes the voyage, But he riſks his life for the 
good of his own colony in particular, and of America 
in general, His moſt intimate friends inſiſt upon his 
going directly to Boſton. They ſay no letter can go 
with ſafety ; and that he can deliver more information 
and advice vive voce, than can or ought to be written. 
They urge that by going now, if he arrives ſafe, he 
muſt be of great advantage to the American cauſe. 

He is to tell the people of your colony, by no means 
to take any ſtep of great conſequence (unleſs on a ſud- 
den emergency) without the advice of the continental 
congreſs ; and is to repair to that honorable body, when 
met at Philadelphia. 

You will hear from him, how egregiouſly the 0 
ricans have been inſulted by ſeveral in both houſes of 
parliament, in being pronounced daſtardly cowards and 
poltroons, to be looked into ſubmiſſion at the approach of 
a regiment; and that if this is your true character, 
there will be no great exploit in the brave general Grant's 
marching ſucceſsfully, with only five regiments, from 


one end of the continent to the other, of which he has 


Hh 2 declared 
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declared himſelf capable. It is ſaid, that an American 
durſt not look at a red coat. The ſenator holds this 
language in the ſenate; and the general at the head of 
an army. It paſſes for a maxim, and it is thought 
ſcepticiſm to doubt it. Every ſubaltern upon half pay 
looks upon himſelf as qualified for ſubduing America, 
If a man fays otherwiſe, the finger is pointed at him as 
to an enemy of his country. Mr. Quincy will be likely 
alſo to give you the name of the member, who in a 
late ſpeech adulterated the Engliſh tongue, that he might 


gratify his inveteracy, by puniſhing you with farvation, 
By a future opportunity you will receive an account 


of the progreſs of the reſtraining and fiſhery bill through 
the houſe of lords; of the further proceedings of parlia- 
ment and miniſtry ; and of the national complexion. 


. 


Roxbury, April 26, 1775. 

| Wurz the Maſſachuſetts had no provincial 
5 congreſs, the active friends of government had 
an opportunity to try their ſtrength in a few places, and 
to attempt reſiſting the general current, by refuſing 2 
compliance with the reſolutions of the colony congrels; 
but the diſſentients were overwhelmed by numbers, and 
their attempts proved abortive. 


The 
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The royal proclamation prohibiting the exportation 
of military ſtores from Britain, his majeſty's ſpeech, 
and the. addreſſes of the new parliament, in the opinion 
of many, cut off all hopes ow ou Tora more eſpe- 
cially in New England. | 


ay 


The new Maſſachuſetts congreſs m met at Cambridge, Feb. 
and Mr. Hancock was unanimouſly choſen preſident. 


They adjourned to Concord in about a fortnight, that 
the diſtance might afford them greater perſonal ſecurity, 
and render them leſs liable to interruption by any mea- 
ſures of the governor. That the colony might be ſome- 
what. prepared. for the foreſt trial, they urged in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, the militia in general, and the minute 


men in particular, to ſpare neither time, pains nor ex- - 


pence, at ſo critical a juncture, for perfecting themſelves 
forthwith in the military diſcipline. They paſſed reſo- 
lutions for the providing and making of fire arms and 
bayonets, and renewed the prohibition of their prede- 
ceſſors, againſt ſupplying the troops at Boſton, with any 
of thoſe neceſſaries peculiarly requiſite for the military 
ſervice. | The committee of ſafety had directed in the 
beginning of January, that all the cannon, mortars, 
cannon balls and ſhells, ſhould be depoſited at Worceſ- 
ter and Concord in the ſame proportion as was done by 
the proviſion; and while the congreſs was fitting, voted, 
« that the committee of ſupplies do purchaſe all the 


powder they can, and alſo all kinds of warlike ſtores, , , 
ſufficient for an army of fifteen thouſand men to take 21. 


the field.” 
The propriety of the precautions has: to guard 
againſt a ſurpriſe was manifeſt from the following 


eyent, 
Hh 3 


pA 
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General Gage receiving intelligence that cannon and 
carriages were depoſited in the neighbourhood of Sa- 
lem, ſent a corps of troops from the caſtle, under 
heutenant colonel Leſſie, on board a tranſport, to ſeize 
and bring them away. They landed at Marblehead, 


. * © proceeded to Salem, found nothing there, and paſſed 
on to the draw-bridge leading to Danvers, where a num- 


ber of people aſſembled, and thoſe of the oppoſite (ide 
took up the bridge to prevent their croſſing. The of- 
ficer ordered it to be let down ; the people peremptorily 
refuſed, ſaying, * It is a private road, and you have no 
authority to demand a paſſage this way.” On this re- 
fuſal he determined to make uſe of the boats which 


were at hand; his intention was perceived, and the 


owners jumped into their own boats, and with their axcs 
ſcuttled them, to make them uſeleſs for the preſent; 
during the tranſaction there was ſome ſcuffle between 
them and the ſoldiers. Things were apparently tending 
to an extremity. The reverend Mr. Bernard, a con- 
gregational clergyman of Salem, and other gentlemen, 
urged the letting down of the draw- bridge; but it was 
not done, till much time had been ſpent in altercation, 
during which period the articles, that colonel Leſlie was 
after, were conveyed away. When the opportunity of 
croffing offered, he marched about thirty rods, to the 
ſpot where the artificers had been employed in making 
carriages, &c. but finding nothing, and it being nov 


ute in the evening, returned and went on board the tranſ- 


any other day, when the people were not attending pub- 


port without meeting with any moleſtation. This ex. 
pedition took place on the Lord's day, which might 
contribute to its ending happily without miſchief. On 


lic 
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lic worſhip, but diſperſed about and following their ſe- 
cular buſineſs, the landing of the troops would have been 
diſcovered, and ſome quarrel might have enſued while 
they, were making it good, or afterward upon their 
march. The governor probably pitched upon the Lord's 
day, in hope that it would prevent every painful cataſ- 
trophe; but the expedition ſpread an alarm. 

The Maſſachuſetts congreſs were diſpleaſed with the 
proceedings of the New York general aſſembly; who 
renounced all concern with the late continental congreſs, 
declined chooſing delegates for the propaſed new one, 
and in their on ſingle capacity, ſent a petition to the 


king, a memorial to the lords, and a remonſtrance to 


the houſe of commons. In the remonſtrance they re- 
preſented the grievances, under which they labored, by 
the innovations that had been made in the conſtitutional 
mode of government, ſince the cloſe of the laſt war. 
They renounced the moſt diſtant deſire of independence, 
acknowledged the ſupreme government of the Britiſh 
parliament over the whole empire, and their authority 
to regulate the trade of the colonies: remonſtrated in 
the behalf of their brethren in the Maſſachuſetts, for 
whoſe diſtreſſes they could not help feeling; but at the 
ſame time expreſſed their diſapprobation of the violent 
meaſures purſued in ſome of the colonies. They claim- 
ed a reſtoration of thoſe rights which they enjoyed be- 
fore the cloſe of the war; but without entertaining an 
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idea of diminiſhing the power of the mother country, 


or leſſening the dignity of parliament. _ Should the mi- 
niſtry embrace the opening thus given by the general 
aſſembly of New Vork, they may poſſibly ſeparate this 
central province from the others, and break the com- 

| Hh4 munication 
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munication between the northern and the ſouthern. But 


the apprehenſion of ſuch an event is abated by the in- 


telligence, which the Maſſachuſetts congreſs have re- 


ceived from the city of New York. The whig citizens, 


whoſe hearts were ſet upon having delegates for the new 
continental congreſs, upon the aſſembly's declining to 
appoint them, contrived to collect their fellow citizens 


together in order to obtain their opinion. When af 


ſembled in a body, there was a confuſed cry of Con- 


. greſs or no congreſs ?” After much altereation, the to- 


ries had a recourſe to compulſive reaſoning, and began 
dealing about their blows. © The whigs were in the worſt 


' ſituation, not being provided with ſimilar arguments, 
till two of their party repaired to an adjoining cooper 
yard, from whence they drew forth to the aſſiſtance of 
their friends a number of hoop-ſticks, which they re- 
| duced to a proper length, and forwarded to the com- 


batants. The whigs, being thus ſupphed, ſoon carried 
the day by club law, and beat-their opponents off the 
ground. The tories, being worſted, and not a little 


terrified, leſt the fury of captain (whom they term in a 
way of reproach king) Sears ſhould lead him to head a 
mob, and do them ſome capital injury, promoted a 


provincial convention, which otherwiſe would not have 
exiſted. The battle royal at New Ton will prove the 
tuning point as to that colony. = 

The Maſſachuſetts congreſs daten their ſeſſon, 
and recommended the ſixteenth of March to be obſerved 


zãs the annual day for faſting and prayer, which was kept 
accordingly, by the inhabitants of Boſton, no leſs than 
of the country. But they did not preſume to rely upon 
een . in cho Var of choſe civil means 
f * 11 | . which 
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which prudence preſcribed. The people, both within 
and without, uſed every device for conveying ſafely from 
Boſton into the country, all kinds of military articles, 
which might be wanted in caſe of a rupture. Cannon, 
balls, and ſuch like heavy ſtores, were put into carts 
and carried out. over the neck, under the appearance af 
loads of dung. Half barrels of gunpowder were put 
into butchers peds, or the hampers of the market peo- 
ple, and brought out under ſome ſlight negligent and 
unſuſpected cover, as they returned home in the even- 
ing. Cartridges were packed up in candle- boxes, and 
ſent off under that deception; but ſome were at length 
diſcovered. The ſoldiers on the neck did not make 
many prizes, however one day they ſeized 13,425 mnt- 18. 
ket cartridges, with 3ooolb. weight of ball, which, 
though private property, eee eee oy 
refuſing to reſtore, on the application of the owner. 

That general Gage might not ee 
military ſtores in the country, ſhould he ſend out troops 
upon that errand, the committee of ſafety had voted 
four days before, « that members from this committee, 
belonging to Charleſtown, Cambridge and Roxbury, 
be deſired to procure at leaſt two men, for a watch every 
night to be placed in each of theſe towns, and that ſaid 
members be in readineſs to ſend couriers forward to the 
towns where the magazines eee Es when £253 1m 
made from the army at night.” - 

The ſelectmen of the town of Billerica koi A 23. 
moſt ſpirited-remonſtrance'to general Gage, on account 
of an inhabitant of that town's» being tarred and fea- 
thered, and much abuſed on the 8th: of the month, by 
a party of his majeſty's 47th regiment, under the com- 
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mand of lieutenant colonel Neſbit. The firmneſs re- 
ſolution and freedom, with which the people both of 


town and country have conducted, when their buſineſ 


called them to an intercourſe with the governor, have 
often embarraſſed and convinced him, that they were 
not wholly deſtitute of ſterling courage. There might 
be ſome ground for puniſhing the perſon, whoſe caſe 
produced the remonſtrance; but the puniſhment ſhould 
have been under the direction of a civil and not a mi- 


lirary officer, and of another kind ; for, though it may 


be deemed — ———— it has tended 


greatly to irritate. 
The Maſſachuſetts congreſs were olicitous tw-lidep 


their proceedings from coming to the knowledge of ge- 


4 


Dr. Church, is apprehenſive that he is the perſon ; but 


neral Gage; but from ſeveral circumſtances which oc- 
cutred, they entertained a ſtrong ſuſpicion, that they 
had ſome one among them, who betrayed their coun- 
ſel. A gentleman, who is not a ſtranger to many con- 
ſiderable defects in the moral and political character of 


is exceedingly cautious of mentioning his ſuſpicion, con- 
„ ee eee eee 
the ſons of liberty. 

General Gage marched out about E hundred 


men into the country; who, doing much damage by 


Saturday, when 
kept them fitting till they received on the Monday fol- 
lowing; accounts by a veſſel from Falmouth, of what 


throwing down the ſtone fences, occaſioned al commit. 
tee's waiting ere the Maſſachuſetts congreſs on the 
upon the point of adjourning ; which 


Parliament had done and was doing, in relation to their 


- 
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AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
It was a. providental circumſtance: that they had fo 
early intelligence, and obtained it before general Gage 


prove it. The intelligence ſpread faſt, and induced 
more of the inhabitants of Boſton to remove out of 
town. A number had been for ſome time withdrawing 


+ themſelves. The town was liable to be converted in- 
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had received his diſpatches : they were careful to im- 


ſtantly, at the diſcretion of the governor, into a ſecure 


priſon ; and the people of it might be held as hoſtages 
for the conduct of the province at large, or be kid- 
napped and ſent to England, to ftand trial for ſuppoſed 
offences. Continuance in it was hazardous to many, 
who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves by taking an active 
part againſt the meaſures of government. But the daunt- 
leſs courage of ſome ſuch inclined them to remain, 


though there was no knowing what private orders might 


be ſent to general Gage; who was not inattentive to 


the ſervice in which he was employed, while he evidenced 


a prevailing deſire after a peaceable accommodation. 
He ſent private orders to the commanding officer at New 
York, to purchaſe up all the duck, blankets,” pickaxes, 
pots and other articles proper for camp ſervice. Ap- 


plication was made by the officer to the Philadelphia 
merchants, who penetrated the deſign, and no leſs nobly 


than unanimouſly refuſed a compliance. Three of the 
New York merchants had for ſome time been buying 
up, ſelling and ſending the ſeveral articles tuo Boſton; 
but at length a ſtop was put to their proceedings by the 


influence of captain Sears, who, upon his return from 


Philadelphia,” argued that they might want thoſe things 
thernſelyes, and dee confideravle fir upon the oc- 


2 caſian. 
5 
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caſion. But a great number were purchaſed at Portſ. 
mouth, before the diſcovery of the general's intention. 


The news of the parliamentary proceedings encou- 
raged the ſoldiery to inſult the people more than ever: 


their conduct ſeemingly intimated, that they meant to 


provoke the other to begin the quarrel; while theſe bore 
all with patience, as they were determined not to be the 
aggreſſors. Nothing was wanting, but a fpark to ſet 
the whole continent in a flame. The important mo- 
ment, big with inconceivable conſequences, was evi- 
dently approaching, when, through accident or deſign, 
it would be applied to thoſe mers which had 
been long collectin· 

The grenadier and light infantry nene were taken 


off duty, upon the plea of lerrning a new exerciſe, which 


made the Boſtonians jealous, that there was ſome ſcheme 


on ſoot. A daughter of liberty, unequally yoked in 
point of politics, ſent word, by a truſty hand, to Mr. 


Samuel Adams, reſiding in company with Mr. Hancock 


at Lexington, about thirteen miles from Charleſtown, 
that the troops were coming out in a few days. Upon 
this their friends at Boſton were adviſed to move out 
their plate, &c. and the committee of ſafety voted, 


e that all the ammunition be depoſited in nine different 


towns; and that other articles be lodged, ſome in one 
place, ſome in another, ſo as to the 15 medicinal cheſts, 


2000 iron pots, 2000 bowls, 1 5000 canteens, and 1100 


| ents; and that the fix ANDY of matroſſes be ſta- 


Mr. Hancock, who might be more eaſily ſeized in 3 


r in different towns.“ 
- Mr. Adams inferred from the walls to bs employ- - 
ed, that theſo were the objects, and not himſelf and 


pri- 
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private way by a few armed individuals, than by a 


large body of troops that muſt march, for miles toge- 
_ under the eye of the public. 
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The provincial ſtores had been hitherto e at 


wasser and Concord. To the laſt of theſe places, 


but half the diſtance of the other from Boſton, the ge- 


neral turned his attention; and, being continually peſ- 
tered by the repeated ſolicitations of the American: tories, 
with whom he was ſurrounded, and who perſuaded him 


there was no danger of reſiſtance, their whig countrymen - 


being too cowardly, he determined, without the advice 
of the council, when and in what way to attempt the 
ſeizure of the many ſtores ſuppoſed to be in the place. 


A number of officers dined together at- Cambridge; A 
and toward night ſcattered themſelves upon the road 
leading to Concord; and took their ſtation ſo as to be 


ready to intercept any expreſſes. going from Boſton to 
alarm and raiſe the country, with .intelligence of the 
troops being upon their march. When the corps was 
nearly ready to proceed upon the expedition, Dr. War- 
ren, by a mere accident, had notice of it juſt in time 
to ſend meſſengers over the neck and acroſs the ferry, 
on to Lexington, before the orders for preventing every 
perſon's quitting the town were executed. The officers 
intercepted ſeveral, but ſome being well mounted, eſ- 
caped their vigilance ; and the alarm, being once given, 
{pread apace, by the ringing of bells, and the firing of 
ſignal guns and vollies. By eleven at night, eight hun- 


dred grenadiers and light infantry, the flower of the 
army, embarked at the common, proceeded and landed 


at Phipps's farm, from hence they marched. for Con- 
| 1 | cord, 


478 


19. 


| THE HESTORY OF. THE | 
cord, under the command. of lieutenant colonel Smith, 
aided by major Pitcairn, who led the advanced corps, 
About two in the morning, the Lexington company 
of militia, to the amount of one hundred and thirty, 


repaired to the green, ' cloſe in with the meeting houſe, 


The air being chilly, and the intelligence reſpecting the 


regulars ſomewhat uncertain, the men, after the roll. 


call, were diſmiſſed, with orders to appear again at beat 
of drum. Some went home, others to- the adjoining 
public houſe, Word being brought between four and 
five, that the troops were not far off, they that were at 
hand colle&ed, to the number of about ſeventy, by the 
time the regulars made their appearance. They were 
moſtly in a confuſed ſtate, and a few only-were drawn 
up. There were preſent at the time about forty ſpec- 
tators without arms. The militia were too few to think 
of beginning an attack. But major Pitcairn rode round 
the meeting (as the meeting-houſe is generally called) 
and approaching them called out, Difperſe you rebels, 
throw down your arms and diſperſe.” An inſtant com- 


pliance not taking place, which he might conſtrue into 


contempt, he rode a little further, fired his piſtol, flou- 
riſned his ſword, and ordered the ſoldiers to fire, with 
which they complied, huzzaing upon the occaſion. This 
produced an immediate diſperſion; but the firing was 
continued. Individuals finding they were fired upon 
though diſperſing, had ſpirit enough to ſtop and retum 
the fire. Three or four were killed upon the green; 
the reſt, making the whole number of the ſlain eight, 


were ſhot on the other ſide of the walls and fences, over 
which they had fled in order to eſcape. During this inte- 


eſting period, Meſſts. S. Adams and Hancock, whoſe re- 
| ſidence 


\ 
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fidence was near at hand, quitted and removed to a fur- 
ther diſtance. While walking along, Mr. Adams ex- 
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claimed, O what a glorious morning is this!” in the 


belief that it would eventually liberate the colony from 
all ſubjection to Great Britain. His companion did not 
penetrate his meaning, and thought the alluſion was only 
to the aſpect of the ſky. Leſt it ſhould be ſaid and be- 
lieved, that the meeting was crowded with militia, be- 
fore and during the fire, let me mention that there were 
only a man and a boy in it. The detachment marched 
on to Concord. The people of the town, having re- 
ceived the alarm, drew up in order for defence; but ob- 
ſerving that the regulars were too numerous, retired over 
the north bridge and waited for reinforcements from the 
neighbouring towns. A party of light infantry fol- 


lowed, and poſſeſſed themſelves of the bridge, while the 


main body entered the town, and proceeded to exe- 


cute their commiſſion. They diſabled two twenty- four 


pounders, and deftroyed their carriages and ſeven wheels 
for the fame, with their limbers, beſide fixteen wheels 


for braſs three pounders, and two carriages with limber 


and wheels for two four pounders. They threw 50 lb. 
of ball into the river, wells, and other places ; and broke 
in, pieces about ſixty barrels of flour, half of which was 
ſaved. Theſe were all the ſtores that they could dif- 
cover and deſtroy, on the account of which a civil war 
has commenced between the colonies and the parent 
ſtate. The inhabitants of Britain may ſee reaſon, fur 
many ages, to curſe the memory of the man or men, who 
has or have been at the foundation of this fatal cataftro- 
phe, ſhould they ever be known. The militia being re- 


n Mr. John Butterick, of Concord, major of a 
4 minute 
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minute regiment,” and who commanded, ordered the 
men not to give the- firſt fire, that ſo the provincial; 

might not be the aggreſſors, for he was ignorant of 
what had paſſed at Lexington. Upon his advancing 

with them, the light infantry retired to the Concord ſide 
of the river, and began pulling up the bridge; and on 
his approaching nearer, immediately fired and killed cap- 
tain-Iſaac Davis of Acton, (who with his company of 
minute men made the front) and one of the privates. 
The fire was returned, a ſkirmiſh enſued, and the troops 
were forced to retreat, having ſeveral men killed and 
wounded, and lieutenant Gould (who would have been 
killed, had not a miniſter preſent prevented) with ſome 
others taken. One of their wounded, who was left be- 
hind, attempting to get up, was aſſaulted by a young 
fellow going after the purſuers to join them, who, not 
being under the feelings of humanity, barbarouſly broke 
his ſkull with a ſmall hatchet and let out his brains, but 
neither ſcalped him nor cut off his ears, This event 
may give riſe to ſome malevolent pen to write, that many 
of the killed and wounded at Lexington, were not only 
ſcalped, but had their eyes forced out of the ſockets by 
the fanatics of New England: not one was fo treated 
either there or at Concord. You have the real fac, 

The poor object languiſhed for an hour or two before 
he expired. 

The party was joined by the main body; and the 
. detachment retreated with the. utmoſt expedi- 
tion; for all the country was now up in arms, and at- 
tacked the troops on every quarter, In their march 
of ſix miles back to Lexington, they were exceedingly 


annoyed, not only by thoſe who preſſed upon their rear; 
but 


* 


AMERICAN AEVOLUTION, 
but by others, who fired upon them from behind the ſtone 


walls and other coverts, which fupplied the place of lines 


and redoubts to the provincials. At Lexington they 
were Joined by a detachment under Lord Percy. © 


The news of what had happened at Lexington in their 


way to Concord, flew to Boſton and the neighbourhood. 
But the laughter of the militia men was carefully con- 
cealed from general Gage, who was not made acquainted: 
with it till late in the afternoon. He had however, early 
intelligence of the riſing of the country; and therefore 
detached, about eight in the morning, Lord Percy with 
16 companies of foot, and a number of marines; 900 
men in the whole, and two pieces of cannon; to ſupport 
colonel Smith. The brigade marched out, playing, by 
way of contempt, Yankee Doodle, a ſong compoſed in 
deriſion of the New Englanders, ſcornfully called Yankees. 
A ſmart boy obſerying it as the troops paſſed through 


Roxbury, made himſelf extremely merry with the cir-' 


cumftance, jumping and laughing, fo as to attract the 


notice of his lordſhip, who, it is ſaid, aſked him at what 


he was laughing fo heartily; and was anſwered, © To 


think how you will dance by and by to Chevy Chaſe.” 
It is added, that the . rn men ; 


whole day. 
You may wiſh to know the origin of the term unter. 


Take the beſt account of it which your friend can pro- 
cure, It was a cant, favorite word with farmer Jona- 


than Haſtings of Cambridge, about 1713. Two aged 


miniſters, who were at the college in that town, have 


told me, they remembered it to have been then in 
uſe among the ſtudents, but had no recollection of it 


before that period. The inventor uſed it to expreſs ex- 
Jan hb. 11 8 N 
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cellency. A Yankee good horſe; of Yankee Cider and 
the like, were an excellent good horſe and excellent 
cider. The ſtudents uſed to hire horſes of him; their 
intercourſe with him, and his uſe of the term upon all 


occaſions, led them to adopt it, and they gave him the 


name of Yankee Jon. He was a worthy honeſt man, 
pap ee This couid not eſcape the notice of 

the collegiates. Yankee probably became a by-word 
among them to expreſs a weak, ſimple, awkward perſon; 
was carried from the college with them when they left 
it, and was in that way circulated and eſtabliſhed through 
the country (as was the caſe-in reſpect to Hob/on's chiice®, 


| by che ſtudents, at Cambridge in Old England) dl 


rng the laſt a 


provinciak. The cloſe firing 


from its currency in New England, it was at length 
taken up and · unjuſtly applied to che New Englanders 
in common, as a term of reproach. 6 

| The. inden ef the Wige Under Led Petey, with 


breathing time, chpeciaiy as they nom had cannon, | 
which awed the provincials from preſſing upon the rear 


in a direct line. But the whole force ventured not to halt 


long; for far and wide the minute men and militia were 
collecting, in order to cut off their retreat to Boſton. 


They ſoon renewed their march; conſtant ſkirmiſhing 


ſucceeded, and a continued fire, though often irregular 
and. ſcattering on their ſide, as well as on the part of the 
ing from behind the walls, by 
good markſmen, for ſuch were almoſt all the provin- 


- cials, put the troops into no ſmall confuſion, and made 


it ſo dangerous for the officers, that they were more at- 
tentive to their ſafety than in common. Major Pitcairn 
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quitred his horſe, which was taken with the piſtols fr 
the*holfters. The ſoldiers loaded and fired over the 
ſtone walls, when there was not 4 fingle man behind 
ther; They were incominoded by the wind's blowing 
the ſmoke ſtrongly back upon them all the time they 
were retreating ; during which they burht ſome houſes, 
attempred others, and phandered many of every thing 
valuable, deſtroying what rhey could” not carry off. 
They killed ſeveral innocent unarmed perſons; and 
murdered two old men at Menotomy. Before they 
reached this place, a few Americans, headed by the 
Rev. Mr. Payſon of Chelſea, who till now had been 
extrembly moderate; attacked a party of twelve ſoldiers 
carrying ſtores to the retreating troops, killed one, 
wounded” feveral, made the whole prifoners, and gainec 
polleſfion of their arms and ſtores, without any leſa 
whatever to themſelves. The regulars, when near Cam- 
bridge, were upon the point of taking a wrong road, 
which would have led them into the moſt immment 
danger, but were prevented by the direction of a young: 

gentleman reſiding at the college; by which mean che 
made good their retreat a little after ſon ſet over Charleſ- 
town neck to Bunker s-hill, but ſpent and worn down' 
by che exceſſive fatigues they had undergone; having 
marched that day between thirty and forty miles. Here 
they remained ſecure till the next day, when they crolled 
at Charleſtown ferry and returned to Boſton. | | 

Lieutenant-colonel Smith was much diſpleaſed with 
the ſoldiers' firing at Lexington; probably general Gage 
had given orders that they: Id” not” fire unlels they 
were firlt fired upoa. Maj. 
rected them to fire from the 

Ii 2 © 
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| had entertained of American reſolution; for he has the 
character of a good tempered officer. There were 


never more than about four hundred provincials toge- 
ther, attacking at one and the ſame time; and often 


ſcarce that number. But as ſome tired and gave our, 


others came up. They had very little appearance of 


diſcipline. Privates and officers fired away as they had 
opportunity of doing execution, without waiting ſor the 
word of command: and uſed their knowledge of the 
country, to gain the opportunity, by croſſing fields and 


fences, of acting as flanking parties againſt the regulars 


while theſe proceeded along the road. Colonel Pick- 
ering of Salem had the command of a fine well exer- 
ciſed provincial regiment: had he puſhed on with his 
men, ſo as to have headed the Britiſh before they had 
gained Charleſtown neck, (and he was near enough) 


they muſt have clubbed their firelocks, for they were 


quite wearied out with the ſervices of the day, and had 
but a round or two of ammunition remaining. No ſatiſ- 
factory reaſon has been aſſigned for the want of greater 


alertne in colonel Pickering's regiment. ' The Britiſh 


officers are aſtoniſhed, chagrined, and mortified beyond 


meaſure at what has happened. It's death to all their 
rying, that their beſt troops have been obliged in 
is manner to flee before a number of Yankees, © when 
all the officers in general did every thing that men 
could do, and when the ſoldiers behaved with their uſual 
intrepidity *.” They are fore at heart upon the occa- 
lion. They have had 1 lieutenant killed, 2 lieute- 
nant colonels wounded, Smith is one, 2 captains and 


See general bee nde the troop in he 


London Gazette. 


2 | 9 lieu- 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
9 lieutenants wounded, 1 lieutenant miſſing, 2 enſigns 
wounded, '1 ſergeant killed, 5 wounded, 2 miffing, x 
drummer killed, x wounded, 62 rank and-file killed, 


and 157 wounded ; in all 65 killed, 180 wounded, and 


a made priſoners; total 273. 
Of the provincials 50 have been killed A, wounded, 
ſs 4 are miſling ; in all 88. The following officers 


Gardner of Brookline, - capt. Iſaac Davis of Acton, capt. 
Jonathan Wilſon of Bedford, lieut. John Bacon and 
ſergeant Eliſha Mills of Needham, and Deacon Joſiah 
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and gentlemen are of the number, viz. juſtice Tfaac 


Haynes of Sudbury killed; capt: Eleazer Kingſbury of 


Needham, capt. Samuel Williams of Cambridge, cap- 


tains Charles Miles, Nathaniel Barret and George Minot 


of Concord, capt. Oliver Barns and Deacon Aaron Cham- 
berlain of Chelmsford wounded. The perſons who 
have fallen are regretted with the deepeſt concern, -and 
are honored not only as patriots, but as martyrs, who 
have died bravely in the cauſe of their country. 
Captains John Ford and Oliver Barron, and Deacon 
Davis, all of Chelmsford, diſtinguiſhed themſelves in 
the courſe of the day. It can be fully proved that capt. 
Ford killed five regulars. James Howard, a private in 
the Acton company, and a regular coming out of a 
Houſe, caught fight of each other, and difcharged their 
pieces at the ſame inſtant ;- both ſhots taking effect, the 


laſt dropt down dead, and the firſt expired a fe- hours 


alter. A big boy joined in the chaſe of the retreating 
troops, and was very expert in firing at them, at length 
aan ee — and produced 

of Fs 42 4 18 n 
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a fleſh wound : he ſoon recovered the ſhock, bound up 


his head with a handkerchief, and-renewed his purſuit, 


Ta Britiſh officers who have been taken, and the 
privates, who. are wounded and priſoners, are treated 
with humanity by the provincials; and general Gage 
may, if he pleaſes, ſafely ſend his ſurgeons to dreſs and 
attend them. 

If the conteſt is- to become general berween the col 


nies and the mother country, it may be deemed a hap- 


pineſs for them that it has commenced in the Maſſa- 
chuſetts, where all the inhabitants are ſo connected with 


each other by deſcent, blood, uniformity of manners, 
ſimilarity of religious and civil ſentiments, mediocrity 


of circumſtances, and a general equality, that the killing 


of a. ſingle individual intereſteth the whole province in 
the event, and makes them conſider. it as a common 
canle.-..:.-. 

The inhabitants are now every where in arms; and 


collecting in ſuch numbers about Boſton, that they will 


not only inveſt the town effectually, but excite diſagree- 


able apprehenſions in general Gage. No one is ſuffered 


to go in or out at preſent. The provincials have for 


their commander in chief, a native of the Maſſachuſetts, 


general Ward; the honorable Jedediah Prebble having, 
more than a month ago, declined on account of his bad 

health, General Ward might have pleaded the like ex- 
cuſe ; but he wiſhes to ſerve his country to the utmoſt 
of his abilities, and is ready to ri{k his life in the caulc 


of American liberty. He is to be truſted, being a 


gentleman of great integrity. His commiſſion as com- 


mander in chief of the Bay trpops was delivered to him 


on 
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after, . choſe way Job. Thomas , heutenant | 
S n 

The day ene eee hi RFA” VR the 
committee of ſafety ſent letters to New Hampſhire and 
Connecticut, with an account of the enemy's proceed- 
ings the day before, and praying all the aſſiſtance in 
their power. The next day they agreed upon inliſting 
8000 men out of the Maſſachuſetts forces: but the pro- 
vincial congreſs being adjourned from Concord to Water- 
town, reſolved the fucceeding day, that an army of 
30,990 men be immediately raiſed and eſtabliſned; that 
13, 00 be by this province; and that a letter and dele- 
gate be ſent to the ſeveral colonies of Hampſhire, Con- 
necticut and Rhode Iſland. Head quarters are at 
Cambridge; and the ſtudents quit the college that the 
provincials may be accommodated. General Thomas 
commands at Roxbury. He is a cool, courageous, diſ- 
cerning, and active officer, well qualified for guarding 
the important poſt he occupies, and preventing the 
enemy's making a fally over the neck into the country, 
ſhould they be inclined: to attempt it: but for the pre- 
ſent they are more afraid of being attacked. 


General Gage, to ſecure the people within from taking 


up arms againſt the king's troops, in caſe of an aſſault, 


conference ; that, upon the inhabitants i in general lodg- 
ing their arms in Faneuil-hall, or any other convenient 


place under the care of the ſelectmen, all fuch inha- 
bitants as are inclined may depart from the town with 


487. 
on the 20th, by the provincial congreſs. Three days 20. 


has agreed with the committee of the town, after a long 22. 


their / families and effects; that thoſe who remain may 


—_— upon His protection; and that the arms afore- 


n N - faid, 


. 
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1 aid 4 a ifviable d ſhall be returned to the owners. 
The town agreed to this propoſal, and their vote upon 


25. 


it was read by the committee, upon their return to his 
excellency, Who accepted it; and further agreed, that 
the inhabitants may remove from town by land and 
water with their effects, within the limits ſpecified by 
the port act. He alſo informed the committee, that he 
would deſire the admiral to lend his boats to facilitate 
the removal of the effects of the inhabitants; and that 
he would allow carriages to paſs and repaſs for that pur- 
poſe. ' He ſaid likewiſe, that he would take care that 
the poor; who may remain in town, ſhall not ſuffer for 
want of proviſions after their own ſtock is expended; and 
deſired that a letter might be written to Dr. Warren, 
chairman of the committee of congreſs, that thoſe per- 


ſons in the country, who may incline to remove into 


Boſton with their effects, may have liberty -ſo to do 
without moleſtation. An account of theſe proceedings 
was ſent to Dr. Warren; who was further informed by 
the town committee, © Permiſſion will be given for 
Zo waggons to enter the town at once, to carry away the 
effects of the inhabitants; ſo ſoon as thoſe have returned 
to the end of the cauſeway leading to Roxbury, then 


others will be permitted to come in. None will be 


permitted to enter till after ſun riſe, nor remain aſter 
ſun ſet. If any veſſel or boat now in the harbour be 


employed to remove the inhabitants effects, ſecurity 


muſt be given that it be returned. It is expected, that 


leave be obtained for ſome perſons to go to the different 


pariſhes, to give notice to ſuch perſons who incline to 


come with their effects into Boſton, that they may come 


vichout moleſtation; and 1t is deſired, \ that the wagons 


| and 


. 
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and veſſels employed to come to carry away the goods 
of the inhabitants of Boſton, may bring the effects of 
thoſe who are deſirous to ee, hey paying 


half the charge.. 
1 Gugh 6. 


«SF Ro: 

THE unhappy fituation into which this hs 
thrown, gives the greateſt uneaſineſs to every man, who 
regards the welfare of the empire, or feels for the diſtreſſes 
of his fellow men; but even now much may be done to 
alleviate thoſe misfortunes which cannot be entirely re- 
medied; and I think ir of the utmoſt importance to us, 
that our conduct be ſuch, as that the contending parties 
may entirely rely upon the honor and integrity of each 
other, for the punctual performance of any agreement 
that ſhall-be made between them. Your excellency, I 1 
believe, knows very well the part I have taken in public 
affairs. I ever ſcorned diſguiſe. I think I have done 
my duty; ſome may think otherwiſe : but be affured, 
Sir, as far as my influence goes, every thing, which can 
reaſonably be required of us to do, ſhall be done; and 
every thing promiſed ſhall be religiouſly performed. 1 
ſhould now be very glad ta know from you, Sir, how 
many days you deſire may be allowed for ſuch as deſire 
to remove to Boſton with their effects, and what time 
you will allow the people in Boſton for their removal. 
When I have received the information, I will repair to 
congreſs, and haſten as far as I am able the iſſuing a 
proclamation. I beg leave to ſuggeſt, that the condi- 
tion of admitting only thirty waggons at a time into the 
town, appears to me very "inconvenient, and will pre- 
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vent the good effects of a proclamation intended to be 
idued for encouraging all waggoners to aſſiſt in removing 
the effects from Boſton with all poſſible ſpeed. If your 
excellency will be pleaſed to take the matter into con- 
_ - ſideration, and favor me as ſoon as may be with an 
anſwer, it will lay me under a great obligation, as it ſo 
nearly concerns the welfare of my friends in Boſton. ] 
have many things which I wiſh to fay to your excel- 
tency, and moſt fincerely wiſh I had broken through 
the formalities which I thought due to your rank, and 
freely had told you all I knew or thought of public af- | 
fairs, and I muſt ever confeſs, whatever may be the 
event, that you generouſly gave me ſuch opening as! 
now think I ought to have embraced ; but the true 
cauſe of my not doing it, was the knowledge I had of 
the vileneſs and treachery of many perſons around you, 
mee mme oanpcace. x 
I am, &c. &c.” 


The committee of ſafery have ſent letters to Rhode Iſland 
and Connecticut, importuning immediate aſſiſtance; and 
chat as large a number of troops as can be ſpared, may 
be immediately marched forward, well ſtocked with pro- 
viſions and ammunition, and accompanied with as large 
a train of artillery as can be granted. They exprels 
their determination, at all events, to act their parts with 
firmneſs and intrepidity, knowing _ _—_ is far 
worſe than death. 

The committee appointed to examine he the . 
mages done on the 19th at Cambridge, Lexington and 
Concord, have reported that by fire, robbery and de- 


Fram, ap irs 2m omen at Cambridge 90! 
165, 
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168. 5& 41 at Lexington 13201. 168. ode; and at 
Concord 206 I. 28. 6d. 4, in all 2428 L. 145. 11d. f 
ſterling The parties exhibited their accounts on oath, 
and the greateſt care vas taken, that the ſtate of the da- 
mages might be juſt. 4 
" My- friend Quincy has Gerificed his life br the fake 
of his country. The ſhip in which he failed, arrived 
at Cape Anne within theſe two days: but he lived not 
to get on ſhore, or to hear and triumph at the account 
of the ſucceſs. of the Lexington engagement. His re. 
him be numbered with the patriotic heroes, wha fall in 
the cauſe of liberty; and his memory be dear to poſte- 
rity. Let his only furviving child, a fon of about three 
years, live to poſſeſs his noble virtues, and to tranſmit 
his name down to future generations. You have my 
warmeſt acknowledgmeats for your laſt manuſcript. See 
that you embrace every ſafe opportunity of continuing 
FR eee 0 mummem 
conduct. | 
[The dagen — 
has given their firſt naval commiſſion to captain Jab 
Derby-of- Saler, who: is intruſted by the provineial con- 
greſs with diſpatches for Dr. Franklin, containing an 
account of the Lexington fight, and an addreſs to the 
In the addreſs the 'congreſs profeſs to place much de- 
pendence. on the honor, wiſdom and valor of Britons; 
from which they hope for their interference in prevent- 
ing the proſecution. of preſent meaſures. They make 
great profeſſions of loyalty : but. declare, that they will 
not tamely ſubmit to the perſecution and tyranny of a 
{ 1 - cruel 
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be free. They appeal to Heaven for the juſtice of their 


| cauſe,” Should not an accommodation take place, Heaven 


may anſwer a good purpoſe.” 


* 
143% 1 


muſt grant them its ſpecial protection, or they will be 
cruſhed before the power of Britain, notwithſtanding all 
that the other colonies can do for them: unleſs the 


officers, who are employed againſt them, are not ſup- 


plied with an adequate force, or are wretchedly defective 


in courage, inclination, activity, prudence, or other mi- 
litary abilities: or unleſs ſome foreign power, for its 
by the hand. Their military ſtores are ſcarce worth 
mentioning. They reckon upon ſixteen field pieces. 
It is well if ſix of them are calculated ſor much actual 
ſervice. There are four braſs ones, of a ſmall ſize, that 
They have a few large 
won cannon, two or three mortars and howitzers, cannon 
ball, and ſhells; but they have only eighty-two half 


barrels of powder belonging to the public ſtore; moſt 


towns have a ſmall quantity, that however will be foon 
exhauſted. Conſidering what ought to be the caſe, to 
warrant a reaſonable expectation of ſucceſs, in a military 
conteſt with a nation that abounds-in all the apparatus 
of war, they may be pronounced deſtitute of every ar- 
ticle but men; and, though theſe are not wanting in 
natural courage, it will take a conſiderable time to malt 
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PHE rev ney — 
the houſe of lords with leſs oppoſition than what 


it. had met with in the houſe of commons. © Upon the 
motion for committing it after the fecond-reading, the 
marquis of Rockingham oppoſed it with great ability 
and in the courſe of his ſpeech ſhowed that in 1704 
the whole amount of the exports: to the New England 
colonies was only about 70,0001. annually; that in 17194 
it had ariſen to 180, o00 l. in the ſucceeding ten years to 
400, O00 l. and in um ee ROTTING 
that ſum. 5 ns Vet 
— — — 
to one; but was productive of a proteſt, ſigned by ſix- 
teen lords. It is particularly diſtinguiſhed, by the ſevere 
cenſure paſſed upon a lord high in office, who in the 
late debates, moſt unadviſedly threw out a rer of 
general cowardice againſt the Americans. 
The fiſhery bill had ſcarcely cleared ee 
mons, when Lord North brought in another, Pom. 
reſtrain the trade and commerce of the colonies of New - 
Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and South 
Carolina, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britifh iſlands 
in the Weſt Indies, under certain conditions and limi- 
tations.“ While chis bill was in agitation, a long ſeries 


20. 
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of evidence, in behalf of the Weſt India merchant 
and planters, was laid before the houſe. It appeared, 
that upon a very moderate computation, the capital 
in the Weſt India iſlands, conſiſting of lands, build. 
ings, negroes, and ſtock of all kinds, did not amount 
to leſs than fixty millions ſterling; that their ex- 
ports of late years to Britain, ran to about 190,000 
hogſheads and puncheons of ſugar and rum annually 
amounting in weight to 95,000 tons, and in value about 


_ 4,000,000]. excluſive of a great number of ſinaller ar- 
_ ticles, and of their very great export to North America; 


that their growth was ſo rapid, and improvement ſo 
great, that within a few years, their export of ſugar to 
this kingdom was increaſed 40,000 hogſheads annually 
amounting th about 800,0001. in value. The probabi. 
lip vas apparent, that more than half of the capital of 
69,000,000]. -was either the ammediate property of per: 
ſons reſident in this country, or owing to them; and 
alſo that the revenue gained above 700,0001. a year upon 
the. direct Weſt India trade, excluſive of its eventual 
and circuitous products, and of the African trade. 
Mr. Burke made a number of conciliatory propoli- 
tions with reſpect to the olonies, contained in a ſet of 
reſolutions, which he accompanied and elucidated by a 
celebrated ſpeech. He traced that unconquerable ſpirit 


of freedom, that violent paſſion for liberty, by which 


che coloniſts are diſtinguiſhed from all other people of 


che world, from the ſources of their deſcent, education, 
manners, religious principles, forms of government, and 
diſtance from the head of the empire. He made it ap- 


pear, that the whole exports to North America, the 
Weſt Indies and Africa, in 1704, (from England it 
| * muſt 
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muſt be, ness of tht us Ming bid: not 
then taken place) amounted only in value to 56959 0l. 


but the comparative value of money at that period was 


much greater than at preſent. In 1772, the/exports 


from Great Britain to the ſame places amounted at a 
medium, to no leſs than 6, 024,171. He alſo ſhowed, 
that the whale export trade of England, including chat 
to the colonies, amounted in 1704, only: to 6,509,000 
Thus the trade to the colomes alone Was, in 1772, within 


leſs than half a million of being equal to what was car- 


ried on by England with che whole world, ut the be- 


ginning of the preſent cemury. However aſtoniſhing 
this general inerbaſe of the whole colomes may appear, 
the growth of the province of Peninfylvania is ſtill more 


extraordinary. In 1704, the whole exports to that cco- 
lony amounted to no more than 11, 459 l. and in 1%, 


they were riſen to g , gogl. being nearly fifty times 


the original demand, and almoſt equal to the Whele 


oolony export at the firft period. This aſtoniſhing 


ages. 


buſineſs. 


ginated from government, did not deter Mr. Hartley 2; 
from making a ſimilar attempt. The hn: Waere, 
was — without a diviſion. | 

poke 


* 


growth of the colonies, within little more than half a 
century, and the prodigious ſhare they contribute to our 
greatneſs, makes them a matter of the firſt importance 
to ourſelves, and muſt excire the vdrmiemivn of forate 


| Thereviahat eee Sins on the fiſt pro- 
e e 8 1 


ut the in Gavceſs whith has <rnnidec enemy 
hitherto, excepting thoſe - which have ori- 
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Dinas eee he Scone refit, an 
Clauſe was moved for by the miniſter, whereby 
| the'counties.of Newcaſtle, Kent and*Suſfex on the De- 
bo ab nn ens, apes unt bil, 
and carried withour a diviſion; : 7 - 
{While theſe matters were tranſaRing; Wee petition 
were-reatived from mnanufaRturing towns in Britain and 
Ireland againſt the coercive. acts. Some counter-peti- 
tions were: alſo: received, calling for an enforcement of 
truth of facts alleged on both fides, as well as on the 
manner of obtaining the ſignatures, and the quality of 
thoſe who ſigned. The minority inſiſted, that the molt 
* -who ſigned the war-petitions, as they called them, were 
petſons who had little or no intereſt in the American 
men commonly called tories. And they entered into 
ſeveral examinations to prove the truth of the former 
part of their aſſertion. This produced many long and 
hot debates. Other petitions were preſented to the 
cron, and equally diſregarded: one from the Britiſh 
ſettlers in Canada againſt the Quebec bill; one from 
the quakers, in which beſides endeavouring to diffuſe 
the influence of that ſpirit of peace, which is the pre- 
dominant principle in their religious ſyſtem, they de 
clared themſelves perſuaded, that there are not in his 
majeſty s extenſive dominions, ſubjects more loyal, and 
more zealouſly attached to his royal perſon, his family 
and government, than in the provinces of America, 
among all religious denominations. His: majeſty how- 
, ever, e to che liouſe, and gave the royal 


aſſent 
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aſſent to the reſtraining and fiſhery bill in the uſual forms = 
In this ſeaſon of public diſcontent, when the minds of 
all were agitated on one fide or other, the city of Lon-» 
dof, not diſcouraged by the fate of all its applications 
for a number of years paſt, once mo approached the Aprit 
throne, with an addreſs, remonſtrance and petition, * 
upon a ſubject, and in a manner, as little calculated to 
obtain a favorable reception as any of the preceding. 
In this remonſtrance they recapitulated the whole cata - 
logue of American grievances; declared their abhor- 
rence of the meaſures which had been purſued, and 
were then purſuing ; and juſtified the reſiſtance to which» 
the Americans had been driven, upon the great prin- 
ciples of the conſtitution ; « actuated by which,” they | 
ſaid, c at the glorious period of the revolution, our an- 
ceſtors transferred the imperial crown of theſe realmꝶ to 

the illuſtrious houſe of Brunſwick.” They beſeeched 
his majeſty immediately and for ever to diſmiſs from his 
councils, thoſe miniſters and adviſers, who had been at 
the bottom of the preceding meaſures. His majeſty 
delivered the following anſwer, It is, with the utmoſt 
aſtoniſhment, that I find any of my ſubjects capable of 
encouraging the rebellious diſpoſition, which unhappily 
exiſts in my colonies' in North America. Having en- 
tire confidence in the wiſdom of my parhament, the 

great council of the nation, I will ſteadily purſue thoſs 
meaſures which they have recommended for the ſupport 
of the conſtitutional rights of Great Britain, and the "na 
Aktion of the commercial rights of my kingdom... 

The earl of Effingham has uniformly "oppoſed the 
whole Tyftem of meaſures purſued againſt the Ameri» 
cans ; and TY that the regiment in which he ſerved 

7 on. 1 K k - was 
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conſiſtent with his character, and beneath his dignity, to 
enforce meaſures with his word, which he had ſo utter 
condemned in his Jegillatiye. capacity, he wrote a letter 
gf reſignation the ſeeretary of war. In it he deeply 
regreited his being neceſltated to quit the military pio. 
ſeſſion; but ſaid, I cannot, without reproach from 
my on conſcience, conſent to bear arms againſt my 
fellow ſubjects. in America, in what, to my diſcernment, 
is not a clear cauſe.” ” Pity that it is not a point of honor 
with all military officers; to conſider the merits of the 
cauſe wherein their ſwords are to be employed, and 
when they are not ſatisfied in their own judgments, to 
practiſe as the noble carl has done. Such a poinr of 
honor might hinder many a War. 

The Britiſh aubalibior $+_the-Hooue applicd tothe 
Rates to forbid their ſubjects ſupplying the Americans 
with arms, animunition, gunpowder, &c. and they by 
proclamation prohibited the exportation of all ſuch ar- 
ticles, in Dutch or foreign ſhips, from any of their do- 
minions, without licence, on penalty of forfciting about 
gol, e ea Judge, whether the profits of the voyage 
will not be ſo great a8 to make it worth the merchants 
while to run the xiſk of that ſum. Let the American 
veſſels repair to Holland, and the Dutch will furniſh 


them with gunpowder in large glaſs bottles of ſevera 


gallons'dimenſion, under the notion of ſpirits or liquor 


of one kind or ther. France was alſo applied to, 
and could haue exuſhed all aſſiſtance, by expreſs prob 
 bition ; but,only told her ſubjects, that if they afforded 
. F 
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the leaſt hinderance to Her Tſubjeas/ ns of age 

His majeſty went to the houſ& of peers, and gave the 13. 
royal afferit to the bill for reſtraininig the trade of Ne 
Jerſey, Penfifylvania, &c. Thus the probability of the 
colonies dividing” from each other is lenened, and their 
union becomes more eſtabliſhed; ' Sotme future proceed; 
ings in the provinces of New Vork and North Caro- 
lina, will be likely to conſokdate the whole continent-. 

The American fiſneries being now aboliſned, mea- 
ſures wete neteſfary to ſupply their place, and to guard 
agaifiſt che conſequerices of the foreign markets, either 
changing che courſe of confutnptisn, or falling into che 
Hands of ſtrangers. It was alſo” exfifedicht" to pay a 
greater attention to the intereſts of Ireland; than war 
had Been Präctiled for many years. The miniſter there 
fore” moved for à committre© of the Whole Houle to ch 27. 
nder of the encburagetient proper to be given to the 
fiſheries of Britain and Treland. The committee in its 
progreſs granted ſeveral' bounties to che ſhips of Britain 
and Treland, for their eneburagement im proſecutituig the 
Newfouridland fiſhery; and two reſelutions were intro- 
duced and paſſed in favor of the latter Kingdom. Com 
plaints however were malle; that clauſes: were infldivuſly 
ſtolen into the act to prevænt its operating in any cn. 
derable extent. The committee ag" alſo to che 
gtaßting of bounties for encouraging che Whale fihery, 


and to take off the duties: puyable un the itfporration 
Moll, blübber, and bone from” Newfoundland;/-8. 


aud on the importation of ſral kiss 
ualldry bare not ei fred theitſeldes'ty. the making 

of” 1s; they have alſo ſent our agalnſt the Americans, 
K K 2 4 Loma 
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— Clinton and Burgoyne, in PER 
berus. The tranſports with troops to re-enforce governor 
Gage, ſailed a week after from Corke. 

we Toward the-clo@@f the ſeion, Mr. Burke acquainzd | 
the houſe, with his having received a paper of great im- 
portance from the general aſſembly of New Vork. He 
obſerved, that ĩt was a complaint, in the form of a re- 


monſtrance; of ſeveral acts of parliament, ſome: of which 


they affirmed, had - eſtabliſhed. principles, and other 
had made regulations, ſubverſive of the rights of Eng- 


liſh ſuhjects. He afterward; moved, that it might be 
brought up. The miniſter immediately moved an 


amendment, which proved an indirect but effectual ne- 


gative upon Mr. Burke's motion. The amendment was 


carried by a. majority of 186 to 67; the queſtion being 
then put upon the amended motion, it was rejected 


. - without a diviſion. The NewYork memorial to the lords 


17 


was brought in by the duke of Mancheſter, who moved 
for its being read. After ſome altercation the queſtion 
was called far,” and upon a diviſion the motion was re- 
jected by a majority of 45 againſt 25. The petition to 
was. not granted. Such is the fate of the applications 
made by the general afſembly.of New York, for a re- 
dreſs of their ſuppoſed grievances. It muſt tend to 
widen) the breach between Britain and the colonies. 

Lord Camden preſented a, petition to the houſe of 
lords from, the Britiſh inhabitants of the province of 
Quebec, in which they ſtated their grievances, and ira. 
plored their lordſhips favorable interpoſition, that the 
Quebec act might be repealed or . and that 


= 
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the repeal of the late act. This meaſure was. ſtrongly, 
ogpoſed by adminiſtration, and a motion was made by. 
lord Dartmouth, chat che bill be rejected, which, was 
carried by a majority of ſixty out of eighty-eight, there 
being only twenty eight lords who. ſupported. the bill. 
Much cenſure having been expreſſed or implied, both 
within doors and without, relative to the whole conduct 
of the biſhops in the Canada tranſaction, the reverend, 
father of that bench, ſtood up during, the debate o 
juſtify the Quebec- act, fo far as it related to religious 
matters, which he did upon the principles of 
the faith of the capitulation, and the Wrms of the defi- 
nitive treaty of peace; but many were far from being 
convinced, that theſe principles required ſuch a full and 
perfect, e een e Pool Nene WE 
ed by the act itſelf. - x7 
Sir George Saville preſented to the 6 
mother petition from the ſame inhabitants of Quebec, 
in which among other things, they repreſented with too 
much truth, that the petition to his majeſty, in. the 
name of all the French inhabitants, of that province, 
and upon which the late law had, been avowedly found- Lou 
ed, was not fairly obtained, and had neither received | 
the concurrence of the people i in general, nor even been ' 
communicated to them, but had been carried about "os 
a ſecret manner, and ſigned by. a few of the nobleſle, 
advocates, and others, who were in their confidence. 
They affirmed that the inhabitants. in general were. as 
much alarmed as themſelves, at the introduction of the 
Canadian laws. e that ke 
5 * 
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dd 4 bright be repesled er athended. Sir George 


_ examined and lajd' open the weak or ebnoxious parts 0 


the act, and threw new light even upon thoſe which had 
already undergone” tie higheſt degree of culouring, afd 
then concluded his fperth” with moving for i repeal of 
che late act for the better geſpertiment of the province 
of Quebec. Conſiderable debates enſued, in the courſe 
of which the miniſter avowed his intention, if it ſhould 
become neceſſary, of arming the Canadians againſt the 
other” colonies: But he declared his firm perſuaſion, 
at the troubles in America, would” be ſpeedily and 


Happily ſettled without bloodſhte, ” Notwithſtanding 


his declaration it was whiſpered, that he was uneaſy, 
and from what ; Liu Gage wrote laſt, dreaded the 
news by the April packet. For ſome, who profeſſed 
to have the beſt information, aſſerted that orders were 
ſent” to apprehend Meſſts. Cuſhing, Samuel Adams, 
Hancock and others, and to tranſport them to Great 


Britain; and that the receipt of theſe. orders had been 


acknowledged ; but that ſecond orders had been diſ- 


| patched to hang them at Boſton. Sir George Saville's 


26. 


motion was rejected by a majority of more than two to 
one, the numbers being 174 to 86, _ 

© The ſpeaker, when he preſented the money bills for 
the” royal aſſent," gave al afirance in his ſpeech to hi 


majeſty, that if the Americans perſiſted in their reſolu- 
tons, and the ſword mult be drawn, the commons would 


do every thing in their power to maintain and ſupport 


the ſupremacy of this legiſlature. * 
The king gave his royal alfent to "the ſeveral bills, 


| both pe: and 1 which remained to be paſſed 
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re: into acts; a. cloſed the ſeflion by, ſpeech ih the 
tion in the conduct of the parliament, during the courſe 
ad Nos their ſeſſign; and his perſuaſionj that the moſt ſalu- 
1 of Jury effects myſt, in the end, reſult from meaſures form- 
ed and conducted on ſuch principles, as thoſe on which 
re they had acted. A favorable repreſentation was made 
114 Jof che pacific diſpoſition of other powers, and the uſual 


ho aſſurance given of endeavouring to ſecure the public 

n, | cranquillity. 

nd Captain Derby arrived with his diſpatches for Dr. 28, 
Franklin, got to London in the evening, and delivered 
them to Dr. Lee, as the other agent had left the coun- 

e vy. The circulated accounts of the a@ion were vague ; 

d I it was plain however, that the troops had been worſted; _ 
and that government feared it, n they diſclaimed 

all knowledge of what had happened. 

The Sukey, captain Brown, though ſhe failed four © | 
days before captain, Derby's veſſel, did not arrive till june 
the ninth of June with general Gage's diſpatches. The 
Gazette has given us the governmental account of the 
Lexington engagement. From the praiſes beſtowed 
upon officers and men for their activity and bravery, it 
is evident, that the Americans made the buſineſs of the 
day a hard, difficult and dangerous ſervice to them. 

The nation in general is not ſo ſhocked with this-tranſ- 
action, as the importance of it requires. It was a fatal 
miſtake to ſend ſoldiers inſtead of ſhipping ; and no leſs 
H to order them to Boſton, inſtead of planting hem 
in New York (where government has a ſtrong intereſt) 
ang ng a A tine of communication from 
| hence . 
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mY Canada, with which to divid ſouthen 
+ the New England colonies. | us | 
Six more regiments of foot have received orders to 
hold thernſelves ineadineſs to embark Ir Anicrit;, 


They are encouraged by an expectation, mes which they 
are drawn by the informati them, of | poſſeſſing 
nn and Gar fate property. | 


| E R R A T A, X 7 * 
6 , line 12, read, the burgeſſes and thoſe freemen. 
1 A thee e . N 3 On 
2 4 13 24, read was, 
A," P. Pn TY and 17, read Barn in Barnſtable county. 
. P. 183, I. 28, d beiet. P. 197, 
I. 1a, inſert—at the end. P. 318, 2, read with that amazing. | 


The reader is deſired en ben dne acted: errors, and candidly 
to excuſe what other typographical ones have eſcaped obſervation. 
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